A Rhetorical Analysis of Representative Gubernatorial Campaign Speeches by James Stephen Hogg (1890-1892). by Hickey, Carroll Elvin
Louisiana State University
LSU Digital Commons
LSU Historical Dissertations and Theses Graduate School
1977
A Rhetorical Analysis of Representative
Gubernatorial Campaign Speeches by James
Stephen Hogg (1890-1892).
Carroll Elvin Hickey
Louisiana State University and Agricultural & Mechanical College
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.lsu.edu/gradschool_disstheses
This Dissertation is brought to you for free and open access by the Graduate School at LSU Digital Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in
LSU Historical Dissertations and Theses by an authorized administrator of LSU Digital Commons. For more information, please contact
gradetd@lsu.edu.
Recommended Citation
Hickey, Carroll Elvin, "A Rhetorical Analysis of Representative Gubernatorial Campaign Speeches by James Stephen Hogg
(1890-1892)." (1977). LSU Historical Dissertations and Theses. 3113.
https://digitalcommons.lsu.edu/gradschool_disstheses/3113
INFORMATION TO USERS
This malarial was produoad from a microfilm copy of the original document. Whila 
tha most advanced technological means to photopaph and reproduce this documant 
have been used, tha quality is heavily dependant upon tha quality of tha original 
submitted.
The following explanation of techniques is provided to help you understand 
markings or patterns which may appear on this reproduction.
1. Tha sign or "target" for pages apparently lacking from tha documant 
photographed is "Missing PagsU)". If it was possible to obtain the missing 
pege(s) or section, they are spiicad into tha film along with adjacent pages. 
This may have necessitated cutting thru an image and duplicating adjacent 
pages to insure you complete continuity.
2. When an image on tha film is obliterated with a large round black mark, it 
is an indication that the photographer suspected that the copy may have 
moved during exposure and thus cause a blurred image. You will find a 
good image of tha page in the adjacent frame.
3. Whan a map, drawing or chart, etc., was part of the material being 
photographed tha photographer followed a definite method in 
"•actioning" the material. It is customary to begin photoing at tha upper 
left hand corner of a large sheet and to continue photoing from loft to 
right in equal tactions with a small overlap. If necessary, sectioning is 
continued again -  beginning below tha first row and continuing on until 
complete.
4. The majority of users indicate that the textual contant is of greatest value, 
however, a somewhat higher quality reproduction could bo made from 
"photographs" if essential to tha understanding of tha dissertat ion. Silver 
prints of "photographs" may be ordered at additional charge by writing 
the Order Department, giving tha catalog number, tide, author and 
specific pages you wish leproduoed.
6. PLEASE NOTE: Some pops may have Indistinct print. Filmed as 
reoafvad.
University Microfilms International
300 North Zaoto Road
Ann Arbor, Michigan <6106 USA
St. John's Road. Tylar’a <3roan
High Wycomba, Buck*, Eng (and HP10 8HR
II
1
I'
77-28,678
HICKEY, C a rro ll E lv ln ,  1933- 
A RHETORICAL ANALYSIS OF REPRESENTATIVE 
GUBERNATORIAL CAMPAIGN SPEECHES BY JAMES 
STEPHEN HOGG (1890-1892).
The Louisiana S ta te  U n ive rs ity  and 
A g r ic u ltu ra l and Mechanical College, 
Ph.D., 1977 
Speech
Xerox University Microfilms, Ann Arbor, Michigan 4«io«
A RHETORICAL ANALYSIS OF REPRESENTATIVE GUBERNATORIAL CAMPAIGN 
SPEECHES BY JAMES STEPHEN HOGG (1890-1892)
A D isse rta tio n
Submitted to  the Graduate Facu lty o f  the 
Louisiana S tate U n iv e rs ity  and 
A g r ic u ltu ra l and Mechanical College 
in  p a r t ia l f u l f i l lm e n t  o f  the 
requirements fo r  the degree o f 
Doctor o f  Philosophy
1n
The Department o f  Speech
by
C a rro ll E1v1n Hickey 
B .A ., Texas Western College, 1957 
M.A., West Texas S tate College, 1960 
August, 1977
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
The author wishes to  express h is deep and sincere apprecia­
t io n  to  Dr. Harold Mixon fo r  h is  patience and wisdom 1n gu id ing th is  
study to  com pletion. His gentle  leadersh ip was warmly apprecia ted.
The author 1s fu r th e r  indebted to  the o the r members o f  the committee, 
Drs. Waldo W. Braden, C lin to n  W. Bradford, J. Donald Ragsdale, and Burl 
Noggle fo r  th e ir  s a c r if ic e  o f time and fo r  th e ir  connients. G ra titude 
Is a lso expressed to  Drs. Owen Peterson and Mark T. Carle ton. To 
njy very specia l f r ie n d , I do not need to  t e l l  how much her c o u n c il, 
a id , and d iscussions have meant 1n the completion o f th is  p ro je c t.
A very wise man s ta ted 1 t very w e ll.  Proverbs 31: 10-31. To Anne 
and David who have accepted the Governor as p a rt o f  the fa m ily  a 
vote o f  thanks fo r  th e ir  patience and the s a c r if ic e s  they have made.
To the re s t o f  n\y fa m ily , the encouragement made the va lle ys  eas ie r 
to  take.
11
TABLE OF CONTENTS
Page
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS ......................................................................................  11
ABSTRACT................................................................................................... v1
Chapter
I .  INTRODUCTION ..............................................................................  1
PROBLEM AND METHOD ......................................................... 4
NATURE OF SPEECHES ......................................................... 5
P L A N ........................................................................................... 7
SOURCES ......................................................................................  8
PREVIOUS STUDIES ..................................................................  10
I I .  SETTING FOR REFORM........................    12
AGRARIAN UNREST ......................................................................  12
TEXAS RAILROADS......................................................................  16
RAILROAD ABUSES ......................................................................  24
HISTORY OF RAILROAD REGULATION .......................................  30
HISTORY OF RAILROAD REGULATION IN TEXAS .......................  38
SUMMARY  ..................................................................  47
I I I .  HOGG'S SPEECH PERSONALITY .....................................................  49
PREPARATION FOR SPEAKING .................................................. 49
BASIC PRINCIPLES.................................................................. 64
SPEECH PREPARATION..................................................................  69
DELIVERY..................................................................................  72
SUMMARY....................................    76
111
Chapter Page
IV. AUDIENCES AND OCCASIONS..........................................................  77
AUDIENCE 1890 ..........................................................................  77
AUDIENCE 1892 ..........................................................................  83
OCCASIONS 1890 ...................................................................... 105
OCCASIONS 1892   117
SUMMARY......................................................................................  138
V. CAMPAIGN OF 1890 ....................................................................... HO
ORGANIZATION ..........................................................................  140
LOGICAL PROOF ..........................................................................  145
ETHICAL PROOF ..........................................................................  166
EMOTIONAL PROOF ...................................................................... 175
SUMMARY......................................................................................  181
V I. CAMPAIGN OF 1892   183
MILLS POINT SPEECH.............................................................. 184
ORGANIZATION ......................................................................  184
LOGICAL PROOF ...................................................................... 187
ETHICAL PROOF ......................................................................  214
EMOTIONAL PROOF.................................................................. 225
CAMERON DEBATE ...................................................................... 233
ORGANIZATION ...................................................................... 234
LOGICAL PROOF ...................................................................... 238
ETHICAL PROOF ...................................................................... 249
EMOTIONAL PROOF .................................................................. 255
iv
Chapter Page
DALLAS SPEECH ..............................................................................  256
ORGANIZATION............................................................   257
LOGICAL PROOF ..........................................................................  261
ETHICAL PROOF ..........................................................................  283
EMOTIONAL PROOF .  ..............................................................  297
SUMMARY........................................................................................... 301
V II .  SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS................................................................... 303
SUMMARY........................................................................................... 303
EFFECTIVENESS ..............................................................................  307
BIBLIOGRAPHY ............................................................................................... 320
V I T A .................. ...... .................................................................................. 329
v
ABSTRACT
The purpose o f th is  In v e s tig a tio n  is  to  analyze rh e to r ic a lly  
selected speeches de live red  by James Stephen Hogg during the Texas 
guberna to ria l campaigns o f 1890 and 1892. Analysis 1s made o f  fo u r 
major addresses which represent Hogg's use o f  campaign o ra to ry  In 
securing h is  e le c tio n  1n both campaigns but more Im portan tly  h is  
advocacy fo r  reforms in  Texas.
The study discusses, f i r s t ,  the s e tt in g  fo r  reform re la t iv e  
to  agrarian unrest and corporate abuses a ffe c t in g  the people and lo ca l 
in d u s try . Second, the study examines Hogg's speech p e rso n a lity . 
F in a lly ,  the study gives In-depth treatm ent to  the con s titue n ts  o f 
Hogg's speaking: (1) h is audiences and occasions, (2) the represen­
ta t iv e  speech in  the 1890 campaign, (3) the three rep resen ta tive  
speeches o f  the 1892 campaign. The ana lys is  considers Hogg's use o f 
( 1) lo g ic a l p roo f w ith  a d iscussion o f the argumentative development 
and forms o f  support, (2) e th ic a l p roo fs , and (3) emotional proofs.
The study reveals th a t fo u r fa c to rs  shaping Hogg's speech 
p e rso n a lity  were ( 1) h is  in form al speech t ra in in g ,  (2 ) h is  ca re fu l 
speech p repa ra tion , (3) h is  robust and " fo lk s y "  s ty le ,  and (4) h is  
a b i l i t y  to  impress an audience w ith  h is  voice and d e liv e ry . Orphaned 
a t the age o f  tw e lve, Hogg continuously worked to  prepare h im se lf 
fo r  p u b lic  se rv ice . His lega l t ra in in g  and newspaper experience 
probably encouraged h is  fe a lty  fo r  fa c ts  and p re c is ion  o f  o rgan iza tion
v1
1n h is  speeches. Hogg was able to  communicate to  h is  audience th a t 
he was concerned fo r  th e ir  w e lfa re , a fa c t  most v iv id ly  portrayed 1n 
h is  s ty le .  Hogg's success 1n demonstrating h is  concern fo r  the people 
was a major fa c to r  1n h is  appe la tlon , "the  people 's governor." He 
spoke the language o f  the common man and o ffe re d  so lu tio n s  fo r  h is  
problems.
When Hogg entered the race fo r  governor o f  Texas 1n 1890, he 
chose as h is  cen tra l theme the con tro l o f  the la rge  co rpora tions .
The th e s is  o f  a l l  o f h is  speeches 1n both campaigns was "S ha ll the 
corpora tions o r the people ru le  Texas?" In  1890 the c rea tio n  o f the 
Railroad Commission was the Issue. Through h is  o ra to ry  and leadersh ip 
Hogg was e lected by the w idest margin o f  votes up to  th a t tim e. The 
1892 campaign centered around the power o f  the Commission, and Hogg 
faced strong oppos ition  from fellow  Democrats led by George C la rk , 
the ra p id ly  growing P o p u lis ts , the la rge  co rp o ra tions , and the major 
newspapers o f  the s ta te . Because o f  the oppos ition  he was forced to  
campaign v igo rous ly  throughout the s ta te . The ra ilro a d  Issue caused 
a s p l i t  1n the pa rty  which placed an added burden on h is  o ra to ry .
In each o f the speeches analyzed In  th is  study Hogg c le a r ly  
de lineated the Issues, and ca lle d  upon the people to  make a " ju s t  
d e c is io n ."  Each o f the Issues were supported p r im a r ily  w ith  lo g ic a l 
p roo f. Inferences from s p e c if ic  Instances and causal reasoning were 
h is  p r in c ip le  forms o f  lo g ic a l support. Hogg re l ie d  heav ily  upon 
h is  repu ta tion  and e th ic a l proofs to  b o ls te r h is  c la im s. U n like  his 
adversaries 1n both campaigns h is  re lia n ce  upon emotional proofs was 
m inim al.
v11
This study reveals th a t Hogg was guided by three basic m otives: 
( 1) devotion to  law and o rd e r, ( 2) b e l ie f  1n the power and wisdom o f 
the people, and (3) lo y a lty  to  the Democratic p a rty . These motives 
are c le a r ly  s ta ted and formed the basis fo r  h is  arguments in  each o f  
the speeches In  th is  study.
James Hogg was a b ig  man, over s ix  fe e t three Inches t a l l  
and weighing over 300 pounds. He Hked people, lik e d  to  ta lk ,  and 
demonstrated a h e a r t - fe lt  concern fo r  the conmon man. Through h is  
o ra to ry  he was a successful advocate fo r  reform  1n Texas.
vl 11
CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
Texas and the ra ilro a d  Indus try  experienced rap id  growth 
during  the period from 1865 to  1890. At the conclusion o f the C1v1l 
War o n ly  the eastern o n e -th ird  o f the s ta te  was s e t t le d ;  however, 
each decade saw steady m ig ra tion  westward. A prim ary reason fo r  
th is  westward expansion was the coming o f  the  ra i lro a d . Dependent 
upon the ra ilro a d s , producers and consumers soon became v ic tim s  o f 
abuses by the in d u s try . The drought o f  1886, the steady d e c line  o f 
the econoiny, the lack o f  easy c re d it ,  growing co n tro l o f  land by 
co rp o ra tion s , and d is c r im in a to ry  p ra c tices  by the  ra ilro a d s  brought 
on widespread d iscon te n t. Reform was demanded and James Stephen Hogg 
became a dynamic vo ice fo r  th is  reform.
Hogg began h is  p o l i t ic a l  career as road overseer, county 
a tto rn e y , and d i s t r i c t  a tto rney  1n East Texas. As a tto rn ey  general, 
Hogg In i t ia te d  a se ries  o f successful s u its  aga inst corpora tions to  
fo rce  them to  abide by th e ir  ch a rte rs . These actions caused I l le g a l 
f i r e  Insurance companies to  cease opera tions , d is s o lu t io n  o f  the Texas 
T ra f f ic  A ssoc ia tion , re tu rn  o f  ra ilro a d  o ff ic e s  to  the s ta te , re p a ir  
o f  d e te rio ra te d  l in e s ,  and recovery o f  lands granted to  the r a i l ­
roads I l le g a l ly . 1 These s u its  "were regarded by the great body
^ ra n k  W. Johnson and Eugene C. Barker, A H is to ry  o f  Texas and 
Texans (Chicago: American H is to r ic a l S oc ie ty , l5 l4 ) ,  V o i .T ,  603
1
2o f  the people as evidence o f the vigorous e f f o r t  on h is  [Hogg' 3] p a rt
to  p ro te c t th e ir  r ig h ts .
A fte r  two terms as a tto rney  genera l, Hogg was a successful 
candidate fo r  governor on a p la tfo rm  urg ing the establishm ent o f  a 
reg u la to ry  commission which would b e n e fit both the people and the 
ra ilro a d s . Hogg was considered by ra ilro a d  leaders as an opponent 
o f  ra ilro a d  in te re s ts . Jay Gould accused him o f  causing " f r ig h t  among 
c a p ita l is ts "  which was de trim enta l to  the ra ilro a d  Industry  and the
econony o f the s ta te . 3 However, Hogg was aware o f  the Im portant ro le
the In d u s try  had played and must continue to  p lay In  the f u l l  develop- 
ment o f  the  s ta te . He re fe rre d  to  the ra ilro a d  Industry  as "the  
g rea tes t c iv i l i z e r  known to  c iv i l iz a t io n s ,  Indispensable to  commerce 
and to  the wants o f  the p u b lic . " *  In keeping w ith  the mandate o f  the 
people proclaimed by Hogg's e le c tio n  and the passage o f  the c o n s ti­
tu t io n a l amendment a llo w in g  fo r  the establishm ent o f  a ra ilw a y  com­
m ission, le g is la t io n  was passed c re a tin g  the Texas R ailroad Commission 
In 1891.
The campaign o f  1892 was a b i t t e r  s tru g g le  between Hogg's 
reforms and ra ilro a d  In te re s ts . Almost from the beginning a s p l i t  
In  the Democratic p a rty  was p red ic ted . George C la rk , a prominent 
Democrat and a successful ra ilro a d  lawyer, opposed Hogg. At Issue
^Oran Roberts, "The P o l i t ic a l ,  L e g is la tiv e , and J u d ic ia l H is to ry  
Of Texas fo r  I t s  F i f t y  fears o f  Statehood, 1845-1895," A Comprehensive 
H is to ry  o f Texas, 1685 to  1897, Dudley G. Wooten, (e d .) ,  D a llas:
(niTTSi IT  ScafTf ,"139877 25Z7
^Galveston News, A p r il 12, 1890; Fort Worth Gazette, A p r il 12,
1890.
* Dallas Horning News, A p ril 22, 1890.
was the l i f e  o f  the Commission. The major ra ilro a d  lin e s  opera ting 1n 
Texas obtained an In ju n c tio n  In  federa l co u rt on August 22, 1892, 
h a lt in g  most o f  the work o f  the Commission. Since Texas was a strong 
Democratic s ta te , nomination by the Democratic pa rty  had In  the past 
been the  v ir tu a l equ iva len t o f  e le c t io n ; but because o f the s p l i t  1n 
the pa rty  a t the Houston convention, Hogg was faced w ith  an arduous 
campaign fo llo w in g  h is  nom ination. However, h is  e le c tio n  and the 
ru lin g  by the United States Supreme Court th a t the commission law 
was c o n s t itu t io n a l guaranteed the l i f e  o f  the Railroad Commission.
In both campaigns Hogg was compelled to  go d ir e c t ly  to  the 
people and discuss the Issues because o f  vigorous oppos ition  by the 
press. He was supported in  1890 by the ag rarian  papers, which were 
published weekly. The Fort Worth Gazette, a la rge  d a lly  newspaper, 
supported him nom inally. By 1892 he had lo s t  a la rge  p o rtio n  o f  the 
agrarian support, and a l l  the d a lly  newspapers opposed him. A fte r  
the s ta te  convention the Houston Post supported him on ly  because he 
was the Democratic nominee.
A fte r  completing h is  two terms as governor, Hogg re t ire d  from 
p u b lic  l i f e ;  however, he continued u n t i l  h is  death in  1906 to  be a 
spokesman fo r  the people and to  be a c tive  1n s ta te  and na tiona l 
p o l i t ic s .
Because o f the  problems co n fron ting  the people in  Texas In 
ra ilro a d  re g u la tio n  and land and monetary reform s, Hogg's programs 
1n these areas were Important elements 1n the h is to ry  o f  the s ta te . 
Therefore, Hogg's campaign speeches advocating reform are o f  In te re s t 
to  the rh e to r ic a l c r i t i c .
Problem and Method
Since Hogg's speaking career spanned a period from 1874 to  
1906, I t  was necessary to  l im i t  th is  study. A f te r  having selected 
h is  campaign speaking, fu r th e r  l im ita t io n  was necessary fo r  several 
reasons. F ir s t ,  h is  p u b lic  career covered twenty years, and the study 
o f h is  campaign speeches would be a d i f f i c u l t  task even 1f  a l l  o f  the 
speeches were a v a ila b le . Second, copies o f h is  speeches made in  lo ca l 
campaigns and 1n the campaigns fo r  a tto rney  general were not preserved. 
T h ird , since reform  was the prim ary Issue in  both o f  h is  gube rna to ria l 
campaigns, 1 t seemed ju d ic io u s  to  choose th is  area fo r  study. F in a lly ,  
as a re s u lt  o f  the con troversy, the press covered h is  guberna to ria l 
campaigns c lo s e ly ; and the te x ts  o f  h is  major speeches o f  the 1890 
and 1892 campaigns are a va ila b le  as w e ll as repo rts  o f  most o f  h is  
stump speeches. This study w i l l  analyze fo u r rep resen ta tive  speeches 
o f  Hogg's gube rna to ria l campaigns.
The method o f  rh e to r ic a l ana lys is  to  be used 1n th is  study 
u t i l iz e s  the c r i t e r ia  set fo r th  in  leading rh e to r ic a l and p u b lic  
address c r i t ic is m  te x ts . 5 Hogg's speech tra in in g  w i l l  be reviewed 
no ting  h is  formal s tu d ie s , the courses he s tud ied , the books he read, 
and the In fluence  o th e r speakers and teachers had upon h is  o ra to ry . 
Hogg's p r io r  experiences In  the courtroom and on the stump w i l l  be 
discussed as a p a rt o f  h is  speech tra in in g .
5Lester Thonssen, A. Craig B a ird , and Waldo Braden, Speech 
C r it ic is m , Second e d it io n  (Mew York: Ronald Press Company, 1470);
Winston Lamont Brembeck and W illiam  Smiley Howell, Persuasion (Englewood 
C l i f f s ,  New Jersey: P ren t1ce -H a ll, In c . ,  1952); Donald C. Bryant and 
Karl R. Wallace, Fundamentals o f  Public Speaking (Englewood C U ffs ,  New 
Jersey: P re n tic e -H a ll, In c . ,  19T6T
The speeches were co lle c te d  from Hogg's personal papers, news­
papers, and c o lle c tio n s  o f  h is  addresses. This study w i l l  focus upon 
Hogg's campaign o ra to ry  o f  1890 and 1892 and w i l l  g ive 1n-depth t r e a t ­
ment to  (1) the re fo m  controversy In  h is to r ic a l con te x t; (2) Hogg's 
audiences and occasions; (3) h is  methods o f  o rg a n iza tio n ; (4) Hogg's 
argumentative development; (5) the lo g ic a l,  e th ic a l,  and emotional 
appeals used; and (6 ) the Immediate and long term e ffe c ts  o f  h is  
o ra to ry .
Nature o f  Speeches
In the 1890 campaign Hogg spoke over 31 times before the Demo­
c ra t ic  convention and none a f te r  h is  nom ination. Hogg's speech a t 
Rusk, A p r il 19, 1890, Is  rep resen ta tive  o f  the 1890 campaign, (a) I t  
was the i n i t i a l  statement o f  h is  p o s itio n  In  which he presented the 
reasons fo r  the need fo r  reforms, (b) In advocating a p lenary r a i l ­
road conmlsslon Hogg proposed a s o lu tio n  to  the problem w ith  which 
the s ta te  le g is la tu re  had w restled unsuccessfu lly  fo r  fourteen years, 
(c ) I t  embodied h is  plea fo r  the passage o f  the c o n s t itu t io n a l amend­
ment necessary fo r  the c re a tio n  o f  a commission, (d) Because o f the 
tremendous amount o f  organized press and ra ilro a d  op p o s itio n , 1t  was 
essen tia l to  get h is  reform  p la tfo rm  before the people, (e) Hogg's 
e n t ire  canvass fo r  the nomination was based on th is  speech 1n th a t he 
used sections selected from 1t  as the foundation fo r  a l l  h is  stump 
speeches, ( f )  I t  was published and c irc u la te d  ex te n s ive ly , (g) Hogg 
de live red  no fu r th e r  campaign speeches a f te r  he received the 1890 Demo­
c ra t ic  guberna to ria l nomination.
6Hogg spoke 104 times In  the 1892 campaign. Three speeches 
were chosen as being rep resen ta tive  o f  the campaign: the speech a t
W ills  Po in t* the Cameron debate* and the speech a t D a llas.
1. The speech a t W ills  P o in t, A p r il 21, 1892, Is  representa­
t iv e  o f the 1892 campaign, (a) I t  was Hogg's I n i t i a l  statement o f 
h is  p la tfo rm , (b) Since the Railroad Commission was being c r i t ic iz e d ,  
the speech was a defense o f  I t s  work and purpose, (c ) As he had done 
in  1890, Hogg used th is  basic statement as the foundation fo r  h is 
stump speeches, (d ) The lack o f  press support forced Hogg to  go 
d ir e c t ly  to  the people, (e) L ike the Rusk speech, the W ills  Point 
address was published in  pamphlet form and d is tr ib u te d  to  the voters 
throughout the s ta te  In  o rder to  o f fs e t  the lack o f support by the 
press.
2. The Hogg-Clark debates, May 3 and 4, 1892, a t  Cameron and 
Cleburne were the re s u lt  o f  popular demand fo r  an open clash between 
the two candidates. Two Democratic candidates w ith  t o t a l ly  d if fe re n t  
Ideas regard ing ra ilro a d  re g u la tio n  and o th e r reforms were prime 
m ate ria l fo r  p o l i t ic a l  debate. The Cameron debate was chosen fo r  
th is  study because: (a) 1t  was the f i r s t  meeting o f  the two candi­
dates; (b) 1t  was covered more com pletely by the press than the 
Cleburne debate; and (c ) a t Cleburne the debaters were fre q u e n tly  
in te rru p te d  by the un ru ly  audience and most o f  th e ir  speeches went 
unheard.
3. The speech a t D a llas , October 1 , 1892, was made necessary 
by the s p l i t  1n the Democratic pa rty  which meant th a t Hogg was forced 
to  campaign v igo rous ly  a f te r  h is  nom ination. This speech was chosen 
fo r  th is  study because: (a) 1 t represented an abrupt change 1n Hogg's
7campaign s tra te g y , (fo) 1 t was a re fu ta t io n  o f C la rk 's  September 9th 
D allas speech, (c ) Hogg denounced C lark and attempted to  heal the 
d issension 1n the p a rty , (d) Hogg defended the Commission whose l i f e  
was a t stake because o f  the In ju n c tio n  and pending co u rt a c tio n , (e )
Hogg defended h is  reform  program, and ( f )  the speech was published and 
d is tr ib u te d  to  the voters in  o th e r pa rts  o f  the s ta te .
Plan
The o rgan iza tion  o f  the remainder o f  th is  study Is  as fo llo w s :
Chapter I I  discusses tra n s p o rta tio n  problems and the need fo r  
land reform co n fron ting  Texas In  1890. This chapter places Hogg's 
campaign o ra to ry  1n I ts  proper h is to r ic a l con tex t.
Chapter I I I  describes Hogg's fa m ily  background, h is  education, 
h is  experience in  p o l i t i c s ,  h is  p repara tion  as a speaker, and h is  
d e liv e ry .
Chapter IV deals w ith  the s e tt in g  and occasion o f each o f  the 
major speeches as w e ll as the stump speeches in  both campaigns.
Chapter V analyzes the Rusk speech as rep resen ta tive  o f the 
1890 campaign. Four components o f  the speech are analyzed: (1)
o rg a n iza tio n , (2) lo g ic a l appeals, (3) e th ic a l appeals, and (4) emo­
t io n a l appeals.
Chapter VI analyzes the W ills  P o in t speech, the Cameron debate, 
and the D allas speech as rep rese n ta tive  o f  the 1892 campaign. The 
components analyzed are (1) o rg a n iza tio n , (2) lo g ic a l appeals, (3) 
e th ic a l appeals, and (4) emotional appeals.
Lnopter V II conta ins a synthesis and a general assessment o f 
Hogg's e ffec tiveness  as a speaker.
Sources
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An Inva luab le  source o f In fo rm ation  was the Hogg C o lle c tio n  
housed In  the Archives o f the U n iv e rs ity  o f  Texas L ib ra ry  1n A ustin , 
This c o lle c t io n  conta ins In fo rm ation  concerning each member o f  the 
Hogg fa m ily , genealogical m a te r ia l, scrapbooks, c o lle c tio n s  o f  fa m ily  
le t t e r s ,  handwritten notes and manuscripts o f  Hogg's speeches, p rin te d  
copies o f  h is  speeches, and Hogg's s ta te  papers both as a tto rn ey  
general and as governor. Through the e f fo r ts  o f  Governor Hogg's 
daughter, M1ss Ima Hogg, th is  m ate ria l has been c o lle c te d , catalogued, 
and tra n s c r ip ts  made. She a lso  had ty p e s c r ip t copies o f  the s ta te  
papers deposited In  several o the r u n iv e rs ity  l ib ra r ie s  throughout 
the s ta te . Also Included In  th is  c o lle c t io n  are the George W. B a iley  
notes, le t te r s ,  and In te rv iew s. B a iley  was a re p o rte r w ith  the D allas 
Horning News from 1890 to  1894 and o fte n  covered Hogg's campaign 
speeches. A t the request o f Hogg's c h ild re n  he co lle c te d  m a te ria ls  
fo r  a biography which was never completed.
James Hogg commissioned Caldwell W. Raines, whom he had ap- 
po inted l ib ra r ia n  o f  the  Texas State L ib ra ry , to  c o l le c t  and pub lish  
h is  speeches. This volume was published 1n 1905 before Hogg's death; 
th e re fo re , I t  may be assumed th a t Hogg considered the  speeches 
Included to  be h is  most Im portant ones. I t  1s also very l i k e ly  th a t 
Hogg helped In  the se le c tio n  o f  what went In to  the volume and care­
f u l l y  supervised I t s  p repa ra tion . The volume a lso conta ins some 
b iograph ica l data. S u b s ta n tia lly  the same speeches and s ta te  papers 
appear 1n an annotated c o lle c t io n  ed ited  by Robert C. Cotner, Professor 
o f  H is to ry  a t the U n iv e rs ity  o f  Texas. This work was published to
9ce leb ra te  the centennia l anniversary o f Hogg's b i r th ,  and a copy was 
placed In every school l ib r a r y  In the s ta te . James Stephen Hogg. A 
Biography, a lso w r it te n  by Robert C. Cotner, was published 1n 1959.
A ll o f  these sources were p a r t ic u la r ly  usefu l In  o b ta in in g  fa c tu a l data 
concerning Hogg and h is  tenure as governor as w e ll as con ta in ing  te x ts  
o f  h is  speeches.
The summer p r io r  to  her death 1n 1975, Miss Ima Hogg consented 
to  a telephone in te rv ie w  which was o f great value.
Two works were e s p e c ia lly  usefu l In  understanding the ra ilro a d  
controversy In  Texas In  the 1890's. They were Railroad T ransporta tion  
in  Texas, by Professor Charles S. P o tts ; and Texas R a ilroads, a h is to ry  
by former ra ilro a d  execu tive , S t. C la ir  Reed.
Essentia l to  the understanding o f the h is to ry  o f  ra ilro a d  
re g u la tio n  not o n ly  1n Texas but 1n the e n t ire  na tion were the United 
States Supreme Court cases which provide the precedents upon which 
the Texas Railroad Commission law was based and la te r  t r ie d .
Because o f  the e f fo r ts  o f  Governor Hogg and h is  fa m ily , copies 
o f  h is  major speeches have been preserved In the Archives o f  the 
U n ive rs ity  o f  Texas. Although opposed to  h is  p o lic ie s ,  major news­
papers o f the day p rin te d  many o f  h is  speeches. These papers were 
the Dallas Morning News, the Galveston D a lly  News, the Fort Worth 
Gazette, the Austin  Statesman, the San Antonio Express, and the Houston 
Post. The Dallas Morning News was the leading paper 1n the s ta te  and 
was the on ly paper to  cover both o f  Hogg's campaigns tho rough ly ; 
th e re fo re , a great deal o f  m a te ria l on h is  stump speeches was gained 
from I ts  Issues.
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Copies o f each o f  the speeches analyzed were obtained from 
more than one o f  the above mentioned sources. The sources fo r  each 
speech are as fo llo w s : (1) the Rusk speech— published pamphlets and
hand w r it te n  notes 1n the A rch ives, the Dallas Horning News, the Fort 
Worth Gazette, the Texas Fanner. Raines* c o lle c t io n ,  and C otner's  
c o lle c t io n ;  (2) the W ills  P o in t speech--pub11shed pamphlets and hand 
w r it te n  notes in  the A rch ives, the Dallas Morning hews, the Fort 
Worth Gazette, the Texas Farmer, and Raines* and Cotner's c o lle c t io n s ; 
(3 ) the Hogg-Clark debates—the Dallas Morning News, the F ort Worth 
Gazette, the Austin Statesman, the Houston Post, and C otner's c o l­
le c t io n ; and (4) the Dallas speech—the Dallas Horning News, the Fort 
Worth Gazette, and the c o lle c tio n s  o f both Raines and Cotner.
Previous Studies
Three theses have been devoted to  the h is to r ic a l aspects o f  
Hogg's p o l i t ic a l  career. The stud ies o f  Mary Louise Wimberly Barksdale** 
and M lze lle  F. Kennedy7 were h e lp fu l in  developing a c le a r p ic tu re  
o f  Hogg's p o l i t ic a l  programs 1n the context o f  Texas in  the 1890's.
They d id  n o t, however, deal w ith  Hogg's speaking. Kennedy’ s study 
was im portant because 1t was done 1n 1919 w h ile  many o f  Hogg's con­
temporaries were s t i l l  l iv in g .  I t  conta ins le t te r s  and in te rv iew s 
from such con fidan ts  as M. M. Crane and Horace C h ilto n . The th ir d
*>Mary Louise Wimberly Barksdale, "The G ubernatoria l Adminis­
t ra t io n  o f James Stephen Hogg" (Unpublished M aster's th e s is . U n ive rs ity  
o f  Texas, 1932).
7M1zelle F. Kennedy, "A Study o f  James Stephen Hogg, A ttorney 
General and Governor" (Unpublished M aster's th e s is , U n ive rs ity  o f 
Texas, 1919).
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h is to r ic a l s tudy, by Grady S ta ffo rd  S t. C la ir ,8 although not a c r i t ic a l  
ana lys is  o f  the speeches, deals w ith  the p o l i t ic a l  Issues o f  the  Hogg- 
C lark campaign. S t. C la ir  concluded th a t the campaign o f  1892 was 
“ the most b i t t e r  o f  the many hard fought p o l i t ic a l  b a ttle s  th a t Texas 
had experienced."® He fu r th e r  s ta ted th a t the great occasions “w i l l  
no t be fo rg o tte n  nor w i l l  they be equaled fo r  many days to  come. " 10 
These three stud ies agree th a t Hogg was a s ig n if ic a n t  f ig u re  In the 
h is to ry  o f  Texas.
The d is s e r ta tio n  by Harry W illiam s, J r . 11 was h e lp fu l In 
understanding the Impact o f  the ra ilro a d s  on the Texas econoiqy. 
W illiam s ' study Includes a d iscussion o f  the e vo lu tio n  o f the r a i l ­
road Ind us try  1n the s ta te  and the co n d itio n  o f  the economy In  1890.
Several s ch o la rly  a r t ic le s  were usefu l In  eva lua ting  the 
controversy which evolved around the need fo r  re fo rm . 12
8Grady S ta ffo rd  St. C la ir ,  "The Hogg-Clark Campaign" (Unpub­
lish e d  M aster's Thesis, U n ive rs ity  o f  Texas, 1927).
9 Ib id  - * 2-
10I b id . , 1.
11Harry W illiam s, J r . ,  "The Development o f  A Market Econony 1n 
Texas, The Establishment o f  the Railway Network, 1836-1890'* (Unpub­
lish e d  Ph. 0. d is s e r ta t io n . U n iv e rs ity  o f  Texas, 1957).
12Wayne A lvo rd , “ T. L. Nugent, Texas P o p u lis t,"  Southwestern 
H is to r ic a l Q u a rte rly . LVII (Jan ., 1954); James P. H art, "What James 
Stephen Hogg Means to  Texas,"  Southwestern H ls to r jc a l Q u a rte rly . LV 
( A p r i l ,  1952); Rosalind Langston, "The L ife  o f  Colonel R. Y. M iln e r,"  
Southwestern H is to r ic a l Q u a rte rly . XLIV A p r i l ,  1941); A rthu r L in k ,
"The Wilson Movement In  Texas, 1910-1912," Southwestern H is to r ic a l 
Q u a rte rly , XLVIII (October, 1944); Robert L. Peterson, "Jay Gould and 
the  tU 11 road Commission," Southwestern H is to r ic a l Q u a rte rly . L V III  
(Ja n ., 1955); R. E. R lege l, "The M issouri P a c if ic ,  1879-1900,"
M issouri H is to r ic a l Jou rna l, X V III (1923-1924); Ralph Smith, "The 
farm ers' A llia n ce  In Texas, 1875-1900," Southwestern H is to r ic a l 
Q u a rte rly . XLVIII (Ja n ., 1945).
CHAPTER I I
SETTING FOR REFORM IN TEXAS
Texas, not com pletely southern nor t o ta l ly  western, saw the 
lu re  o f  m il l io n s  o f  acres o f  f e r t i l e  s o il push the f r o n t ie r  westward; 
however, tra n s p o rta tio n  fo r  people and goods was e s s e n tia l. The 
steam locomotive seemed to  be the answer, ye t the marriage o f the 
ra ilro a d s  and Texas was not w ith o u t problems. The purpose o f  th is  
chapter 1s to  ( 1) discuss reasons fo r  ag rarian  un res t, (2 ) survey the 
h is to ry  o f  the ra ilro a d  Industry  1n Texas, (3) describe the abuses by 
the ra ilro a d s , and (4) examine the e vo lu tion  o f ra ilro a d  re g u la tio n .
Agrarian Unrest
Texas, l ik e  her southern neighbors, was lim ite d  by a co lo n ia l 
econonvy. The s e ll in g  o f  raw products and the purchase o f manufactured 
goods caused an Imbalance In  the economy which worked a hardship on 
the farm er. The "Republican" p ro te c tiv e  t a r i f f ,  the reverence fo r  
co tto n , the u n a v a ila b il i ty  o f  c re d it ,  and the increase 1n the number 
o f  tenant fanners In Texas were a l l  problems demanding so lu tio n s .
Add the Irony o f  the need fo r  ra ilro a d  services and the abuses by the 
Indus try  and Texas was r ip e  fo r  reform . "When the  farmer became In ­
c reas in g ly  anguished, h is  a tte n tio n  was Inc re as in g ly  drawn to  the 
fa c t  th a t the agents, 1f  not the au thors, o f  h is  m isery were
12
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corporate land companies, ra ilro a d s , and banks. His susp ic ion was 
c e r ta in ,  and h is  h o s t i l i t y  In e v ita b le ."^
According to  the 1890 census, 84.4% o f  the 2,235,527 people 1n 
the s ta te  were c la s s if ie d  as ru ra l.  The census fu r th e r  demonstrated 
th a t 132,616 men worked th e ir  own farms, and share croppers and tenant 
farmers to ta l le d  170,939. These f ig u re s  re fle c te d  heads o f  households 
and d id  not inc lude th e ir  fa m ilie s  o r those who liv e d  in  small v il la g e s  
and towns dependent upon a g r ic u ltu re . The number o f  tenants and share 
croppers Increased 57% from 1880 to  1890.^ The urban popu la tion grew 
from 9.2% to  15.6% w h ile  the o v e ra ll popu la tion  o f the s ta te  Increased 
40.4% during  the same p e rio d . 3 These fig u re s  demonstrated th a t a l ­
though there was a movement to  the c i t ie s ,  the vast m a jo r ity  o f  Texans 
were a g r ic u ltu ra l ly  o rien ted  and the tenant farm problem had Increased.
A major fa c to r  in  the Increase In  the number o f  tenant farmers 
and share croppers was the u n a v a ila b il i ty  o f  cheap land fo r  sale which 
was held by la rge  land co rpo ra tions . "The low p r ic e  on land opened 
the way fo r  major In ve s to rs , in c lu d in g  o u t-o f-s ta te  and fo re ig n  
In te re s ts ,  to  buy la rge  sections o f  West Texas before s e t t le rs  a rr iv e d . 
Th^y circumvented acreage re s t r ic t io n s  on the purchase o f school land 
by the use o f  borrowed names, and lo ca l county seat land 'r in g s ' o fte n  
f i le d  on the best lands fo r  p ro f ita b le  resa le  ra th e r than fo r  s e t t le ­
ment. Railroads found themselves forced to  s e ll t h e ir  land . . .  o r
! t .  R. Fehrenbach, Lone S ta r, A HI s to ry  o f  Texas and the 
Texans (New York: The Macmillan Company, 1968), £T6 .
^Texas Almanac (D a llas : A. H. Belo C orporation, 1969),
400-401,
3Ib id ,  165.
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to  set up dumqy ho ld ing co rpo ra tions  to  avoid fo r fe i t in g  the acreage 
back to  the s ta te  a t the end o f  e ig h t year l im ita t io n s  w r it te n  In to  
the o r ig in a l g ra n ts . " 4
A second group c o n tro ll in g  la rge  blocks o f land was the ranches 
In south and west Texas which covered m il lio n s  o f  acres, pa rt o f  which 
was p u b lic  land leased by the ranchers. Some o f these huge ranches 
were corpora tions owned by fo re ig n  Investo rs  such as the Matador ranch 
owned by a S co ttish  combine and the  XIT owned by the C apita l Freehold 
Land and C a ttle  Company, L td . o f  London. The a lie n  land companies 
and the ra ilro a d  ho ld ing companies thwarted the attem pts by many 
s e t t le rs  to  own th e ir  own land.®
In an e f f o r t  to  so lve some o f  the problems co n fro n tin g  them, 
agrarians began to  organize. The Patrons o f  Husbandry, commonly known 
as the Grange, was organized In Texas 1n 1873; by 1875 I t  had over 
40,000 members, but the membership had declined to  14,000 by 1884.® 
During th e ir  h is to ry  the Patrons were extrem ely vocal 1n oppos ition  
to  ra ilro a d  abuses and land co rp o ra tion s .
The depression o f  1873 d e a lt ha rsh ly  w ith  the coopera tives, 
and subsequently the organized Grange declined 1n numbers. However, 
many o f the young men who had been educated 1n the Grange program o f 
the 1870*s were prominent lo ca l leaders during  1890-1892; these and
4Alwyn B a rr, Reconstruction to  Reform (A u s tin ; U n iv e rs ity  o f  
Texas Press, 1971), 8?T
^ B l l ly  M. Jones, The Search fo r  M a tu rity  (A u s tin : Steck-Vaughn 
Company, 1965), 65-82.
®Johnson and Barker, 593.
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the conservative o ld e r Grangers worked w ith in  the Democratic pa rty  
to  t r y  to  achieve th e ir  ends.
P a ra lle lin g  the dec line  o f  the Grange was the r is e  o f  the 
Farmers' A llia n c e , which was estab lished 1n Pleasant V a lle y , Lampasas 
county, Texas, on February 22, 1878.7 O r ig in a lly  Intended to  combat 
th ie ve s , c a t t le  k ings , and land sharks, the group turned to  cooperative 
business as p rices  f e l l ,  fo rec losures Increased, and currency became 
scarce.8 The o b je c tiv e  o f  the A llia n ce  became s im ila r  to  th a t o f  the 
Grange; and many farm ers, d iscon ten t w ith  the Grange and wanting Im­
mediate a c tio n , l e f t  the o ld e r o rgan iza tion  to  jo in  the A ll lance.®
The A llia n ce  grew ra p id ly ;  and by June o f  1888, there  were 3,673 sub- 
a l l  lances, 143 county a llia n c e s , and a to ta l membership o f 225,000.
In h is  annual address C. W. Macune, pres iden t o f  the A llia n c e , stated 
th a t the reason fo r  the rap id  growth was the fa c t th a t o th e r occupa­
tio n s  were organized o r were ra p id ly  o rgan iz ing  and the farm ing 
element was unable to  cope w ith  them unorganized. He fu r th e r  asserted 
th a t th is  lack  o f  o rgan iza tion  by the farmers had caused th e ir  eco­
nomic problems. * 8
Another economic d i f f i c u l t y  created c o n f l ic t  between the 
fanners and the ra ilro a d s . The f lu c tu a t io n  1n the p rice  o f  farm 
products and the high shipp ing ra tes made 1t  d i f f i c u l t  i f  not
7Roberts, 275-276.
8Ralph Smith, "The Fanners' A llia n c e  1n Texas, 1875-1900," 
Southwestern H is to r ic a l Q u a rte rly . X L V III, (January, 1945), 349.
9 lb 1 d ., 353.
lOjohnson and Barker, 596-597.
Impossible fo r  the producers to  get th e ir  goods to  market a t a f a i r  
p r ic e . The ra ilro a d s  argued th a t these ra tes were necessary to  pay 
the c a p ita l needs o f the co rpora tions . A tto rney General Hogg In ten ­
s if ie d  the d iscon ten t and 111 fe e lin g  toward the p ra c tices  by 
I n i t ia t in g  s u its  o f  misconduct against the ra ilro a d s . By 1890 the 
A llia n c e  and the Grange found common ground. Since the c rea tion  o f 
a ra ilro a d  commission was the major plank In Hogg's guberna to ria l 
p la tfo rm , the c ry  o f  the farmers was "Hogg and Commission. "H
Texas Railroads 
During the Republic
P rio r to  the advent o f  the ra ilro a d  in d u s try  the bu lk o f  com­
merce was conducted over waterways, e ith e r  na tu ra l o r man-made. The 
coastal areas developed f i r s t  because o f the access to  shipp ing and 
tra n s p o rta tio n . As expansion moved westward, 1 t was u su a lly  over the 
na tu ra l waterways o f lakes and r iv e rs .  The Ohio, Hudson, M iss iss ipp i 
and Shenandoah r iv e rs  were major avenues to  development and s e t t le ­
ment o f the new lands.
Although Texas 1s la rge  geog raph ica lly , the s ta te  is  poorly  
supplied w ith  navigable streams. "The r iv e rs  o f  the  s ta te  are long 
enough and a t times ca rry  tremendous volumes o f w ater, but the flow  
Is  so uncerta in  during  many months o f  the year th a t nav iga tion  Is  
Impossible except fo r  sho rt distances near the mouths o f  streams. "12
11 Smith, 364.
l2charles S. Potts, Railroad Transportation 1n Texas 
(B u lle tin  of the University o f Texas, No. 119, Austin, 1909J, 9.
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As a r e s u lt ,  the e a r ly  settlem ent and development occurred 1n areas 
along the G u lf coast.
Texas gained I t s  Independence from Mexico 1n 1836, and the
founding fa the rs  were soon concerned w ith  the con tro l o f  a vast area.
They e a rly  re a liz e d  the necessity  fo r  rap id  and easy means o f 
tra n s p o rta tio n  and in te rcou rse  between the d i f fe re n t  po rtions  
o f  the extensive t e r r i t o r y .  . . . These were ab so lu te ly  in d ls -  
penslble to  the settlem ent and p o lic in g  o f the great exten t o f 
country and fo r  marketing the products o f the s o il which an 
Indus trious  c it iz e n s h ip  would n a tu ra lly  evolve. The absence o f 
streams navigable to  any p ro f ita b le  degree rendered ra ilro a d s  a 
prime n e cess ity , and to  th e ir  cons truc tio n  the ingenu ity  and 
providence o f  the f i r s t  le g is la tu re s  were d ire c te d . The newness 
o f  the country and the almost to ta l want o f  such In te rn a l trade 
as would support g reat lin e s  o f steam t r a f f i c  requ ired sub s tan tia l 
inducements to  th a t characte r o f  e n te rp ris e , aside from any 
1mned1ate p ro f i ts  to  be derived from the tra n s p o rta tio n . 13
Texas was so concerned w ith  o b ta in in g  ra ilro a d s  th a t l i t t l e  
re s t ra in t  was placed on the e a rly  cha rte rs . The f i r s t  ra ilro a d  
company was chartered 1n 1836 under the name o f the Texas R a ilroad , 
Navigation and Banking Company. I n i t i a l l y ,  the ch a rte r was designed 
to  a llo w  the company to  b u ild  roads th a t would l in k  the various r iv e rs  
a t th e ir  respective  heads o f  nav iga tion  s t i l l  depending on the lim ite d  
na tu ra l waterways fo r  the bu lk o f  the t r a f f i c .  This ch a rte r was 
granted w ith  the approval o f  the Senate o f  the Republic o f  Texas 
and signed by President Sam Houston. When the document was published, 
a group led by Anson Jones attacked 1 t, arguing th a t 1 t surrendered 
most o f  the freedoms gained in  the recent war fo r  Independence. The 
company was ( 1) given a complete monopoly on a l l  tra n s p o rta tio n  1n
13oudley G. Wooten, "The Results o f  F i f ty  Years o f  Progress 1n 
Popu la tion, M ate ria l Development, and General S o c ia l, Educationa l, and 
R e lig ious Growth, w ith  S ta t is t ic a l Tab les," A Comprehensive H is to ry  o f 
Texas, 1685 to  1897, ed ited  by Dudley G. Wooten (D a llas : W illiam  
Sca r f f ,  189877 766.
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the Republic fo r  99 years and (2) allowed to  e s ta b lish  I t s  own currency 
and e s ta b lish  branch banks. "The organ izers o f th is  company apparently 
envisaged the ch a rte r as a method o f  e s ta b lis h in g  some so rt o f  C red it 
M o b llle r fo r  themselves. According to  most students o f  the su b je c t, 
i t  was a w ild  and reckless e n te rp rise  designed to  con tro l the banking 
and tra n sp o rta tio n  f a c i l i t i e s  o f  the new c o u n t r y . I t  was denounced 
as a "monopoly, a hydra-headed monster, and the destroyer o f  the 
l ib e r t ie s  o f the people."I®  Because o f th is  oppos ition  and the d i f f i ­
c u lty  1n securing ca p ita l there  were no ra ilro a d s  b u i l t  during  the 
nine year h is to ry  o f  the Republic o f  Texas.
Before the C iv il War
As Texas entered the Union 1n 1845, new attempts were made to  
secure ra ilro a d s  fo r  the f u l l  development o f  her resources and to  
s tim u la te  the econoiqy. Sources o f revenue were meager except fo r  
s ta te  a id  1n the form o f p u b lic  funds and land grants. There was 
l i t t l e  c a p ita l 1n the young s ta te , ou ts ide  c a p ita l was d i f f i c u l t  to  
secure, the popula tion was sca tte re d , the demand fo r  goods was low. 
there  were vast areas to  cover, and tonnage shipped would be l ig h t .  
C a p ita lis ts  could see no Immediate prospects fo r  re tu rns and refused 
to  subscribe fo r  the stock o r to  buy the bonds o f  the ra ilw a y  com­
panies. In order to  lu re  the ra ilro a d s  in to  the vacant In te r io r  o f
14W1ll1ams, 37.
JSPotts, 25.
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the s ta te  l ib e ra l concessions were granted to  ra ilw a y  promoters 1n the 
form o f lands, la b o r, money, and cons truc tio n  m a te ria ls . 18
Under the terms o f the J o in t Resolution o f Congress annexing 
Texas, March 1, 1845, the s ta te  was allowed "to  re ta in  a l l  vacant and 
unappropriated lands ly in g  w ith in  i t s  l im i t s . " 17 Approximately 
150,000,000 acres o f pu b lic  land were by th is  agreement l e f t  a t the 
disposal o f  the le g is la tu re  as a means o f  paying the s ta te 's  debts 
and o f  p ro v id ing  fo r  fu tu re  development.
During Governor E lisha M. Pease's a d m in is tra tio n  (1853-1857), 
several proposals fo r  a id  to  the ra ilro a d s  were considered by the 
le g is la tu re . One was th a t the s ta te  b u ild ,  own, and operate the lin e s  
w ith in  I ts  boundaries. This proposal fa i le d  because o f  the lack o f 
funds in  the trea su ry . L ikew ise, s ta te  con s truc tio n  and leas ing  plans 
fa ile d  fo r  the same reason. Both plans required enormous expenditures 
which were not a v a ila b le  a t th a t tim e. Even w ith  f is c a l d i f f ic u l t ie s  
many favored e ith e r  o f  the plans 1n order to  b ring  r a i l  tra n sp o rta tio n  
to  the area. However, "those who were opposed to  the government owner­
ship o f the roads f in a l l y  won th e ir  f ig h t  and the s ta te  was ca lle d  
upon to  t re a t  p r iv a te  companies in  a l ib e ra l fash ion 1n order to  
a t t r a c t  ca p ita l to  the s ta te . The p re v a ilin g  thought became the Idea 
o f s tim u la tin g  p r iv a te  cons truc tion  through p u b lic  a id , and i t  1s 
doubtfu l I f  any na tiona l o r reg iona l area was ever more generous than 
the s ta te  o f Texas w ith  regard to  ra ilro a d  companies. " 18
18Ib 1 d ., 85. 
17floberts, 23.
l 8W1l l 1ams, 100.
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The plan which f in a l l y  succeeded In  accomplishing some con­
s tru c t io n  was es tab lished  by the Land Grant Act o f  1854. This act 
was the f i r s t
general law fo r  the encouragement o f  ra ilro a d  co n s tru c tio n  by 
grants o f  land. . . . In I t s  general p rov is ions  th is  law fu r ­
nished the model and contained s u b s ta n tia lly  the same cond ition s  
as were embodied In  a l l  subsequent le g is la t io n  on the same 
sub jec t. . . .  I t  provided th a t when any company had constructed 
and put 1n running order tw e n ty -fiv e  m iles o f ra i lro a d , i t  could 
have th ir ty - tw o  sections o f pu b lic  land surveyed fo r  each m ile  
o f  road so constructed , the  land to  be surveyed 1n square sections 
o f  640 acres each, and every a lte rn a te  section  was donated to  
the ra ilro a d  company, w h ile  the In te rven ing  sections were appro­
p ria te d  to  the permanent fund o f the pu b lic  free  schools o f  the 
S ta te .19
Not on ly  the ra ilro a d s  but the s ta te  was destined to  b e n e fit 
from these gran ts . Since 1t was to  the advantage o f  the ra ilw a y  
companies to  encourage settlem ent o f  the areas they received 1n order 
to  b ring  them In to  the market, the s ta te  was able to  broaden I ts  tax  
base w ith  the Increased popu la tion as w e ll as having I t s  p u b lic  lands 
surveyed by ra ilw a y  surveyors.
As a re s u lt  o f  the Compromise o f 1850, the federa l government 
purchased from Texas 125,000 acres, land now a p a rt o f  New Mexico, 
fo r  $10,000,000.20 The le g is la tu re  designated $2,000,000 as a 
permanent school fund fo r  free  pu b lic  education ; $5,000,000 was set 
aside to  pay the debts o f  the  R epublic.*^ The remainder was 
a v a ila b le  fo r  Investment. The Loan Act o f  1856 provided th a t fo r  
each m ile  o f  tra c k  completed the ra ilro a d  companies could borrow
19Wooten, 767.
20Roberts, 23.
21 Texas Almanac (1969X 87.
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$6,000 1n cash w ith  no s t ip u la tio n s  as to  use. This program issued 
loans o f $1,816,000.22
C itie s  and towns eager to  get r a i l  tra n s p o rta tio n  through th e ir  
area resorted to  s e ll in g  c i t y  and county bonds and g iv in g  the money 
to  the b u ild e rs  as incen tives  to  get them to  b u ild  In  a p a r t ic u la r  
d ire c t io n . By 1871, over one m il l io n  d o lla rs  had been given to  the 
ra ilro a d  companies, a p ra c tice  which was made i l le g a l  by the 1876 
C o n s titu t io n .2^
These methods, though generous and reck less , nevertheless 
secured fo r  the s ta te  tra n sp o rta tio n  a t an e a r l ie r  date than would 
have been a v a ila b le  otherw ise. Even w ith  these programs on ly  eleven 
companies were 1n opera tion and on ly 451 m iles o f  tra ck  had been la id  
by 1860, o f  which f o u r - f i f t h s  was b u i l t  out from Houston 1n f iv e  
d ire c t io n s .24
During the C1v11 War
Railroads c o n s titu te  a s tra te g ic  wartime o b je c tiv e , so those 
1n the South were devastated and rendered almost useless during  the 
war. Since no major Invasion by Union forces took place 1n Texas, 
the d e s tru c tio n  was not so great as 1n o the r pa rts  o f  the South. 
However, two o f  the eleven roads were destroyed, two were abandoned,
22po tts , 90-91; and W illiam s, 99.
23po tts , 190; A r t ic le  I I I ,  Section 52 o f  the C o n s titu tio n .
24P o tts , 42; and George W. B a ile y , notes fo r  an unpublished 
biography o f  James Stephen Hogg, B a iley Papers, U n ive rs ity  o f  Texas 
A rch ives, A u s tin , Texas, 176, h e re a fte r ca lle d  B a iley Papers.
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one had the Iron  removed fo r  harbor defenses, the r o l l in g  stock and 
road beds o f a l l  had d e te r io ra te d , and p ra c t ic a l ly  a l l  the companies 
were backrup t.26 As a re s u lt ,  the 1869 Report o f  the Com ptroller 
s ta ted : “ Most o f  the ra ilw a y  en te rp rises  became so c r ip p le d  during
the re b e llio n  th a t they ceased 1n any sense to  be l iv in g ,  organized 
bodies. No accurate In form ation can be given as to  th e ir  assets, 
l i a b i l i t i e s ,  o r capac ity  fo r  business. They have ceased to  work 1n 
the extension o f  th e ir  roads, and 1t is  not known whether they are 
opera ting  the lin e s  a lready completed.” 26
Post C1v1l War
During the Reconstruction years o f 1865 to  1870, there  was 
very l i t t l e  ra ilro a d  co n s tru c tio n . The mileage increased from 451 
to  511 m iles in  1870.27 The d e te rio ra te d  tra c k s , r o l l in g  s tock, and 
property  and the lack o f  c a p ita l,  no doubt, accounted fo r  th is  stand­
s t i l l .  Another major cause was the a t t itu d e  o f the Reconstruction 
government toward the companies which were 1n deb t, a p ro h ib it io n  o f  
land grants to  ra ilw a y s .2® The d iscon tin u a tio n  o f the p ra c tice  o f 
land grants e v id e n tly  retarded fu r th e r  co n s tru c tio n .
25P o tts , 36.
26Report o f  the Com ptroller (A u s tin , Texas, 1869), 5.
27po tts , 42.
28ib id . ,  99.
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With the e le c tio n  o f Governor Richard Coke In 1874, the Demo­
c ra t ic  pa rty  was returned to  power and the land grant p o lic y  was 
resumed. There were 3,244 m iles o f  tra c k  In  1880 and the next ten 
years saw th a t amount Increased to  8,710 m ile s .2** "By 1892 there were
O A
52 separate roads opera ting lin e s  1n Texas.'
More m iles o f ra ilro a d  lin e s  had been la id  In  Texas by 1890 
than In  any o the r s ta te  In the United S tates. The need fo r  ra ilro a d s  
was g rea t and the easiest way to  ob ta in  them was through the use o f 
grants o f  land o f which Texas had an abundance. "During the t h i r t y  
years o f th is  p o lic y  the S tate a c tu a lly  granted to  the ra ilro a d s  f i r s t  
and la s t  38,900,800 acres o f land , o f  which 1,254,687 acres was a f te r ­
wards recovered from the ra i lro a d s ."31 This system was not w ithou t 
fa u lts ,  but the blame may be placed on both the s ta te  and the ra ilro a d  
companies. "Under these Band grant] acts s ix ty-seven  companies were 
chartered p r io r  to  the repeal o f  the land grant ac t 1n 1882. Of th is  
number on ly nineteen constructed th e ir  roads, and on ly  twelve received 
lands. But by 1882 the S tate had made p ro v is ion  fo r  g ran ting  about 
fo u r times as much vacant land as I t  had o ther than the one -ha lf set 
aside by the C o n s titu tio n  as school land and had a c tu a lly  Issued ce r­
t i f ic a te s  fo r  nearly  e ig h t m il l io n  acres more than I t  possessed."32 
For th is  reason a l l  land grant laws were repealed on A p ril 22, 1882.
29Ib1 d ., 43.
SOWooten, 767.
^ B a ile y  Papers, 179.
32P otts , 101.
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Texas In d u s try , p a r t ic u la r ly  the a g r ic u ltu ra l is ts ,  needed 
tra n sp o rta tio n  to  get th e ir  products to  the markets. This need had 
allowed the ra ilro a d s  to  grow v i r t u a l ly  unchecked. By 1890 the 
sh ippers, the farm ers, and a number o f s ta te  leaders contended th a t 
the ra ilro a d s  had taken advantage o f  the people and were g u i l ty  o f 
abusive p ra c tice s . These p rac tices  were excessive ra te s , monopolies, 
i l le g a l stock and bond a c t iv i t y ,  poor se rv ice , and land fraud.
Rates
The ra ilw a y  companies set ra tes  a t whatever the market would 
a llo w . Being cognizant o f  the need fo r  tra n sp o rta tio n  and w ith  l i t t l e  
re s t ra in t  placed upon them and In  some instances encouraged by the 
s ta te , the ra ilro a d s  were 1n a p o s itio n  to  con tro l not on ly ra tes but 
schedules a lso .
To compensate fo r  the low Incomes because o f  l ig h t  tonnage 
shipped and the cost incurred  because o f the long distances between 
producers and markets, the ra ilro a d s  In s t itu te d  the long ha u l-sho rt 
haul concept.
The ra ilro a d  companies, . . . 1n order to  Increase the amount o f 
tra n sp o rta tio n  from one S tate to  o r through another, had estab­
lishe d  what 1s known as the 'lo n g  h a u l; ' and the tra n sp o rta tio n  
from one place to  another w ith in  the State known as the 's h o rt 
ha u l.' The f re ig h t  ra te  placed on the short haul was placed 
h igh—th a t Is ,  a t an amount above the average value o f  the 
s e rv ic e -- In  order to  help pay the f re ig h t  ra te  placed on the 
long hau l, which might thereby be placed low; the e f fe c t  o f  which 
was th a t the same a r t ic le  o f commerce transported one hundred 
m iles w ith in  the S tate from one place to  another would cost as
25
much as 1 f 1 t had been transported  f iv e  hundred or a thousand 
m iles from a place 1n another S ta te .33
The Galveston D a lly  News In  1883 reported th a t the Gould roads 
charged $4 per bale to  f r e ig h t  co tton  from Dallas to  Galveston and 
the same amount from Dallas to  S t. Louis. From Temple, Texas, to  
S t. Louis, a d istance o f 841 m ile s , the ra te  was $3.75, whereas from 
Temple to  Galveston, a d istance o f  218 m ile s , the ra te  was the same.
The d istance was almost fo u r times as great to  St. Louis but the ra te  
was the same.34 In 1885 the con d ition  was the same. The Galveston 
paper again reported th a t a bale o f cotton cost $4 to  ship from Waco 
to  S t. Louis, a d istance o f  748 m iles ; and the charge from Waco to  
Galveston, a d istance o f 236 m ile s , was the same amount.35
In some cases 1t was even more p ro f ita b le  to  ship goods out 
o f  the s ta te  and then back again 1n order to  get the b e n e fit o f  the 
low in te rs ta te  ra te . The co tton  fa c to ry  a t T e rre ll was compelled to  
use th is  p ra c tic e . Senator C. K. B e ll asserted th a t the Cotton B e lt 
Line was ca rry ing  co tton  to  S t. Louis a t a cheaper ra te  than i t  could 
be ca rr ie d  between any two Texas towns one hundred m iles a p a r t .3®
The Fort Worth Gazette reported th a t 1n Weatherford "the  waterworks 
company desired to  buy I t s  water pipe from the Rusk manufacturers, but 
was forced to  go to  N ashv ille  fo r  th e ir  supplies because o f the d i f ­
ference 1n f re ig h t  ra te s . I t  is  c e r ta in ly  un jus t and ra d ic a lly  wrong
33Roberts» 281.
34Galveston D a lly  News, September 19, 1883.
3®Ga1veston D a ily  News, February 19, 1885.
3®Potts, 113; and Kennedy, 78.
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th a t ra tes from N ashv ille  should be cheaper than from an In te r io r  Texas 
town, and th is  1s but a sample case ."37
These d is c r im in a to ry  p rac tices  were damaging to  such an exten t 
th a t some o f  the Texas In d u s tr ie s  estab lished when ra ilw a y  shipp ing 
became a va ila b le  were forced to  c lose. Senator Coke asked, "Where 
are the New Braunfels woolen m il ls ,  the c lo th  products o f  which o f 
the same c la ss , unequalled in  the East, were worn a l l  over Texas and 
re ta ile d  in  every s to re  1n the s ta te  ten o r twelve years ago? This 
splendid in d u s try  by h o s t ile  d isc rim in a tio n s  o f ra ilro a d s  in  co-opera­
t io n  w ith  Eastern manufacturers has been d riven  ab so lu te ly  ou t o f  
e x is te n ce ."38
Another cause o f h o s t i l i t y  to  the ra ilro a d s  was the d is c r im i­
nation o f ra tes between towns. The companies custom arily  gave low 
f re ig h t  ra tes to  favored lo c a l i t ie s  which had poss ib ly  donated land o r 
money to  the co rpora tion  o r 1n some way gained favo r. At the same 
time high ra tes were charged o ther sm aller o r unfavorable s ta tio n s . 
Rebates were a lso used to  g ive low ra tes to  persons o r firm s w h ile  
high ra tes were charged to  com petitors in  the same business; and 1n
both s itu a tio n s  those d isc rim ina ted  against were forced to  repay fo r
concessions made to  the favored p a rtie s  and p lace s .39
Senator Coke a lso  asserted th a t " i f  ra ilro a d  rates would per­
m it ,  the surp lus product o f  each o f these sections E a s te rn , Western, 
Northern, Southern, and Central Texas] would f in d  fo r  the most p a rt
3?Fort Worth Gazette, Ju ly  24, 1889.
3&Fort Worth Gazette, August 3, 1889.
39Ib1d.
27
a ready market in  the o th e rs , Instead o f  r o t t in g  unused, o r being 
wasted, as 1s the case now, because the high cost o f  tra n sp o rta tio n  
leaves no margin fo r  p r o f i t .
Monopolies
C losely a ligned to  the problems o f  rebates was the m onopolis tic  
co n tro l o f  the various roads. N a tio n a lly , the system was a pyramid 
s tru c tu re  o f  co n tro l w ith  e ig h ty  per cent o f  a l l  the ra ilro a d s  In the 
e n t ire  country being c o n tro lle d  by s ix  men.41
In Texas two men c o n tro lle d  the balance o f power o f  the r a i l  
in d u s try  as a re s u lt  o f  the "gentlemen's agreement" made between 
C o lH s P. Huntington and Jay Gould by which they agreed to  pool the 
t r a f f i c  between El Paso and New Orleans and not to  b u ild  1n each 
o th e r 's  t e r r i t o r y . 42 The agreement in  e f fe c t  d iv ided  the s ta te  w ith  
Gould and h is  ra ilro a d  system c o n tro ll in g  the northern p o rtio n  and 
Huntington and h1s associates c o n tro ll in g  the southern p a r t ,43 marking 
"the  cu lm ina tion  o f  a contest between the two over the b u ild in g  o f a 
tra n sco n tin e n ta l system through Texas."44
Designed to  m aintain ra tes agreed upon by the two fa c tio n s , 
the agreement was no sooner made than broken. Two types o f  pooling
40lb1d.
^ Progressive Farmer, Raleigh, North Caro lina (January 21, 
1890), 1.
42po tts , 73.
43will1ams, 274.
44st. C la ir  Reed, Texas R a ilroads, (New York: Ronald Press, 
1922), 544.
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were es tab lished . One was the d iv is io n  o f  t e r r i t o r y  between r iv a l 
ra ilro a d s  and the o th e r was poo ling  1n an e f f o r t  to  m aintain high
ra tes  and to  d iv id e  a l l  com petitive  t r a f f i c . 4**
With th is  d iv is io n  o f  power p a r t ic u la r  problems arose. The 
t r a f f i c  out o f  Texas po rts  dim inished because o f  favo rab le  r a i l  ra tes 
fo r  c o tto n , c a t t le ,  and g ra in  shippers to  the North along the lin e s
c o n tro lle d  by Gould and Huntington. Another problem was the serious
reduction 1n cons truc tio n  by the two powers and th ir d  p a rty  lin e s .
Not on ly  d id  the re fusa l o f  the two groups to  b u ild  In to  each o th e r 's  
t e r r i t o r y  g re a tly  re ta rd  the b u ild in g  In  the s ta te  by any o f the com­
panies concerned, but th e ir  combined power acted as a d e te rre n t to  
th ir d  p a rtie s  contem plating the cons truc tio n  o f competing l in e s .4®
I l le g a l Stock and Bond A c t iv i t y
C losely re la te d  to  the monopoly problem was the Issu ing o f 
watered stocks. The b u ild e rs  would issue stock and s e ll bonds a t an 
announced f ig u re  per m ile . They had l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t y  1n s e ll in g  them 
to  Investors 1n and out o f  the country a t the tim e. They would then 
b u ild  p a ra lle l to  an e x is t in g  l in e  and se t ra tes so low th a t the com­
pany would go bankrupt. The road would be re c a p ita liz e d  a t a h igher 
f ig u re  and more stock so ld . In th is  way la rge  amounts o f c a p ita l 
would be obtained on l i t t l e  investm ent.47
45Ib id . ,  543.
4®Potts, 77-78.
47Progressive Farmer, (January 21, 1890), 1.
29
Poor Service
The shippers and passengers had no assurance th a t they would 
rece ive the serv ice  advertised . As a re s u lt  o f  the power o f  the r a i l ­
road companies the sh ipper had l i t t l e  recourse even 1 f h is goods were 
shipped la te ,  lo s t ,  damaged, o r s to le n .
The aggrieved shipper was forced e ith e r  to  bear h is  I l l s  In 
s ilence  o r to  begin a b a tt le  In  the courts  w ith  a powerful 
adversary, a b a t t le  th a t gene ra lly  ca rr ie d  him through a l l  
the higher courts  and p ile d  up costs and a tto rn e y 's  fees out 
o f  a l l  p ropo rtion  to  the b e ne fits  derived In  case o f f in a l 
v ic to ry .  During the progress o f  the ted ious l i t i g a t io n ,  he 
was o ften  made to  re a liz e  the danger 1n In c u rr in g  the ra ilw a y  
manager's 111 w i l l ,  and h is  business was not In fre q u e n tly  
ruined by e x to rtio n a te  charges o r  d is c rim in a tio n s  in  favo r 
o f  h is  r iv a l 1n business. Such contests were so unequal and 
were o f such doubtfu l b e n e fit even when brought to  a success­
fu l Issue, th a t the average c it iz e n  bore 1n s ilence  the wrongs 
th a t 1 t seemed useless to  r e s is t . 48
At the whim o f  the owners, c e r ta in  roads were shut down o r 
schedules were changed. For example, a p o rtio n  o f  the In te rn a tio n a l 
and Great Northern under the con tro l o f  Jay Gould, which ran from 
Taylo r to  P a le s tin e , was allowed to  f a l l  In to  d is re p a ir .  A ttorney 
General James Hogg secured an In ju n c tio n  com pelling the I&GN to  improve 
th a t p a rt o f  i t s  tra c k  and resume serv ice  over I t . 49
I l le g a l Land Holdings
Agrarian groups a lleged th a t the ra ilro a d s  were ho ld ing land 
I l le g a l ly .  Because o f  the generos ity  and ardent des ire  o f the s ta te  
to  ob ta in  ra ilro a d s , Texas had, by 1882 when land grants were abo lished,
48P o tts , 115-116.
49Ba1ley Papers, 183.
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granted to  the ra ilro a d s  38,900,800 acres o f land. Under the 
cha rte rs  and land g ra n ts , th is  land was to  be a lie n a te d . The charge 
was th a t the ra ilro a d  companies sold th is  land a t a very low ra te  to  
a land ho ld ing company which was under ra ilro a d  c o n tro l,  not in f r e ­
quently  made up o f th e ir  company o f f ic ia ls .  In th is  way the land was 
kept under ra ilro a d  con tro l w h ile  the ra ilro a d s  complied w ith  the 
le t t e r  o f  the law. The reason fo r  th is  procedure was land specula­
t io n .  As new s e tt le rs  a rr iv e d , the land became more va luab le , thus 
producing a g rea te r re tu rn .50
According to  the Land Grant Act o f  1876, the land had to  be 
a lie n a te d , o n e -h a lf in  s ix  years and the o ther h a lf  In  twelve years, 
under pena lty  o f  fo r fe i tu r e .51 Other plans ca lle d  fo r  vary ing fo r ­
mulas, but the ra ilro a d s  tra n s fe rre d  the land to  th e ir  own hold ing 
companies whenever the deadline a rr iv e d . These land companies became 
very powerful in  In flu e n c in g  le g is la t io n  and a rg lc u ltu ra l production .
The H is to ry  o f  Railroad Regulation
To e s ta b lis h  the con text o f  the need fo r  ra ilro a d  reform  two 
considera tions become Im portant. The f i r s t  1s the types o f  re g u la tio n  
em ployed--se lf reg u la tio n  by the ra ilro a d  In d u s try , and the Impetus by 
the federa l government and s ta te  programs aimed a t re g u la tio n . The 
second cons idera tion  1s the tra c in g  o f  these types o f  re g u la tio n  In 
Texas.
5 ° Ib id ,  196.
BlHans Ganvnel (ed .) Laws o f Texas, 1822-1897 (A us tin : Gammel 
Book Company, 1898, Vol. V I IJ , $837
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S elf-R egu la tion  by the Railroads
While the ra ilro a d  Industry  was In  I t s  Infancy w ith  few m iles 
o f tra ck  a l l  w ith in  s ta te  boundaries there  was no th re a t o f  ou ts ide 
c o n tro l. As the Industry  grew and began to  cross s ta te  lin e s  and 
transcon tinen ta l roads were completed, the problem became na tiona l 
in  scope. With growth came Increased problems. Competition between 
the companies regarding ra te s , l in e s ,  land g ran ts , and the sale o f 
stocks and bonds was the ro o t o f these d i f f i c u l t ie s .  In an e f fo r t  
to  b ring  order th a t would b e n e fit each, the companies “ organized 
a sso c ia tion s , bureaus, poo ls , and agreements 1n an e f fo r t  to  m aintain 
ra tes and o th e r abuses."5^
In Texas two separate attempts were made a t s e lf- re g u la tio n . 
The most in tr ig u in g  was the “ gentlemen's agreement" between Jay Gould 
and Coll is  P. Huntington. Gould, w ith  h is  Texas P a c if ic  system, was 
b u ild in g  out o f  Fort Worth toward El Paso and eve n tu a lly  San Diego, 
C a lifo rn ia . He had obtained from the federa l government the r ig h t - o f -  
way from El Paso to  San Diego. Southern P a c if ic ,  the Huntington l in e ,  
was moving out o f  Houston v ia  San Antonio to  El Paso and on to  San 
Diego. Huntington b u i l t  the road from San Diego to  El Paso on Gould's 
r ig h t-o f-w a y  and upon le a rn ing  th is  Gould f i le d  s u it  aga inst the 
Southern P a c if ic . The two roads, Texas P a c if ic  from Fort Worth and 
Southern P a c if ic  from San Antonio, met a t S ie rra  Blanco, 80 m iles east 
o f  El Paso. The question was then who c o n tro lle d  t ie  road from th a t 
p o in t to  C a lifo rn ia .
52Reed, 544.
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The two Indus try  magnates met 1n New York C ity  on November 26, 
1881, and s e tt le d  on a compromise. " I t s  o b je c t was to  ad jus t the 
d iffe rences  . . . and to  arrange fo r  the d iv is io n  o f  the t r a f f i c  and 
o f the t e r r i t o r y  served by the ra ilw a y  systems c o n tro lle d  by them."53 
Although much o f the agreement d e a lt w ith  the completion o f the tra n s ­
con tinen ta l l in e ,  "the  p rov is ion  which p ro h ib ite d  the b u ild in g  o f 
p a ra lle l and competing lin e s  has exercised an im portant in flue nce  on 
the amount and character o f ra ilro a d  b u ild in g  in  Texas. Roughly 
speaking, i t  tended to  tu rn  over the northern h a lf  o f  the s ta te  to
Gould In te re s ts  and the southern h a lf  to  the Southern P a c ific
in te re s ts ,  and prevented e ith e r  pa rty  from extending i t s  lin e s  In to  
the t e r r i t o r y  o f  the o th e r ."54 This agreement was not made p u b lic  
and was not d e f in i te ly  known to  e x is t  fo r  a t le a s t a dozen years.
The second reg u la to ry  attem pt was the c re a tio n  o f  the Texas 
T ra f f ic  Association which was organized by the leaders o f fo u r major 
ra ilro a d s  a t the Beach Hotel In  Galveston on Ju ly  15, 1885, " to
e s ta b lish  and m aintain eq u itab le  and uniform  ra tes upon t r a f f i c  having
o r ig in  and d e s tin a tio n  In the S tate o f  Texas."®® The o r ig in a l members 
were the G u lf, Colorado, and Santa Fe; the Houston and Texas C e n tra l; 
the M issouri P a c if ic  Railway (lessees o f Texas and New O rleans, the 
Galveston, H arrisburg and San Angon1o»and several small l in e s ) ;  and 
the Texas and St. Louis. These were la te r  jo in e d  by the Fort Worth 
and Denver; the Kansas and G u lf; the Shreveport and Houston; the
53P o tts , 74.
54Ib id . , 77-78.
55Reed, 552.
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Houston, East and West Texas; and the San Antonio and Aransas Pass.
This was a l l  o f  Texas ra ilro a d s  except a few sho rt l i n e s . 5 6
The Association agreed th a t no member "should d ir e c t ly  o r 
In d ire c t ly  reduce the ra te s , by drawbacks, specia l ra te s , u n d e rb ill in g , 
o r  any o ther device , and no commissioner o r I t s  equ iva len t sh a ll be 
paid by any pa rty  th e re to ; nor sh a ll any names be ca rr ie d  upon any 
p a y ro lls  o r sa la ry  vouchers except those o f bonaflde e m p lo y e e s .
The fa c t th a t a meeting was ca lle d  w ith  these In te n tio n s  adds credence 
to  the idea th a t problems mentioned d id  e x is t  and to  such an extent 
as to  be disadvantageous to  the ra ilw a y  companies 1 f continued.
The Associa tion functioned fo r  th ree years w ith  some degree 
o f  success. "Rates were lower and more s ta b le  than ever known."®®
Potts agrees th a t "th e re  was doubtless much t ru th  1n the contention 
o f  the ra ilw ays th a t the Association bene fited  both the ra ilro a d s  and 
the shipp ing p u b lic ."**9
In 1888 A tto rney General James S. Hogg brought s u it  fo r  the 
s ta te  against the Association on the grounds " th a t the o rgan iza tion  
was 1n v io la t io n  o f the c o n s titu t io n a l p rov is ion  p ro h ib it in g  the 
combination o f  p a ra lle l and competing l in e s , "  and the Texas Supreme 
Court ordered i t s  d isso lu tion .® ®
56ib1d.
5?Ib1d. ,  553.
58ib id . ,  556.
®9potts, 82.
®®Gulf, Colorado and Santa Fe Railway Company vs. The S ta te . 
(72 Texas 404).
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The cursory attempts made by the ra ilro a d  Ind us try  were not 
e n t ir e ly  e f fe c t iv e  as a re s u lt  o f  the Innate In a b i l i t y  o f  a body to  
regu la te  i t s e l f .  The fa c t  th a t these were com petitive  and p r o f i t  
motivated concerns made s e lf- re g u la tio n  unworkable.
Federal Decisions A ffe c tin g  R ailroad Regulation
The C o n s titu tio n  o f  the United States reserves fo r  the federa l 
government the r ig h t  to  regu la te  commerce. Although th is  r ig h t  was 
u n iv e rs a lly  app lied  to  In te rs ta te  commerce, several Supreme Court 
decis ions d ir e c t ly  a f fe c t  s ta te  ra ilw a y  re g u la tio n s .
In 1877 one o f the Granger cases dea ling  w ith  the storage o f
g ra in  in  warehouses formed the basis fo r  g ran ting  the s ta tes  the r ig h t
to  e s ta b lis h  a p lenary ra ilw a y  commission. Chief Ju s tice  W aite, 1n
rendering the d e c is io n , sa id :
Looking, then to  the common law, from whence came the r ig h t  which 
the C o n s titu tio n  p ro te c ts , we f in d  th a t when p r iv a te  property  
1s 'a ffe c te d  w ith  a p u b lic  In te re s t,  i t  ceases to  be ju r is  
p r lv a t i o n ly . ' This was said by Lord Chief Ju s tice  Hale more than 
two hundred years ago, . . . and has been accepted w ithou t ob jec­
t io n  as an esse n tia l element 1n the law o f  p rope rty . . . . When, 
th e re fo re , one devotes h is  p roperty  to  a use 1n which the p u b lic  
has an In te re s t,  he In e f fe c t ,  grants to  the p u b lic  an in te re s t 
1n th a t use, and must submit to  be c o n tro lle d  by the p u b lic  fo r  
the common good, to  the ex ten t o f  the In te re s t he has thus 
created. He may withdraw h is  grant by d isco n tin u in g  the use, 
bu t, so long as he m aintains the use, he must submit to  the 
c o n tro l.61
In essence th is  case s e tt le d  the a u th o r ity  o f  the s ta te  le g is ­
la tu re s  to  con tro l the charges o f the businesses a ffe c te d  w ith  pu b lic  
In te re s t such as ra ilro a d  companies. I t  was c le a r th a t though the 
power conceded to  the le g is la tu re  was l ia b le  to  be abused, the people
6^Munn vs. The State o f I l l i n o i s ,  (94 US 126).
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must re s o rt fo r  p ro te c tio n  aga inst abuses to  the p o lls  and not to  the 
cou rts . The question o f  ra tes seemed by these Granger dec is ions to  
be a le g is la t iv e  and not a ju d ic ia l  question. In Lake Superior and 
M iss iss ip p i R ailroad Company vs. United S ta tes , the Court declared 
th a t ra ilro a d s  were "p u b lic  highways."®2
Because o f these d e c is ion s , i t  became evident th a t s ta te  
le g is la tu re s  could f i x  maximum ra tes upon ra ilro a d s  and otherw ise 
regu la te  th e ir  charges and delegate these powers to  an agency o r a 
comnlsslon. An example o f th is  de lega tion  o f powers was sustained 
1n the M iss iss ipp i Railroad Commission Case which upheld the s ta te 's  
r ig h t  to  f i x  ra te s , but the Court s t ip u la te d  th a t the ra ilro a d  should 
be allowed a " f a i r  return."® -* Also 1n another M iss iss ip p i case the 
Court s tated th a t the ra tes might be adjusted "as experience and bu s i­
ness opera tion might show ju s t."® ^  In the case o f Chicago, B u rlin g to n , 
and Quincy Railroad Company vs. The S tate o f Iowa, the cou rt decided 
th a t "R ailroads are c a r r ie rs  fo r  h ire  . . . sub jec t to  le g is la t iv e  
co n tro l as to  th e ir  ra tes o f fa re  and f re ig h t  unless pro tected by 
th e ir  cha rte rs ."® 5
In 1890 a major decis ion  a ffe c t in g  the s ta te  commissions was 
Chicago, Milwaukee and S t. Paul Railway Company vs. The S tate o f 
Minnesota. This d e c is io n , according to  Jus tices  B radley, Gray, and
®2Lake Superior and M iss iss ipp i Railroad Company vs. United 
States (93~05 4 *2 ^
®3$tone vs. Farmers' Loan and T rust Company (116 US 307).
®^ Sprlng V a lley  Water-works vs. S ch o tt!e r (110 US 347).
®5Chlcaqo. B u rlin g to n , and Quincy Railroad Company vs. The 
State o f Iowa {94 US 155).
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Lamar 1n the d issen ting  o p in io n , e s s e n t ia lly  reversed Munn vs. I ll1 o n 1 s . 
"The governing p r in c ip le  o f  those cases was th a t the re g u la tio n  and 
settlem ent o f  the fa res o f ra ilro a d s  and o th e r pu b lic  accommodations 
1s the le g is la t iv e  p re roga tive  and not a ju d ic ia l one. . . .  By the 
decis ion  now made we dec la re , 1n e f fe c t ,  th a t the ju d ic ia ry ,  and not 
the le g is la tu re ,  1s the f in a l a rb ite r  in  the re g u la tio n  o f  fa res and 
fre ig h ts  o f  ra ilro a d s  and the charges o f o ther pu b lic  accommodations."66 
As a re s u lt  o f  th is  de c is ion , the re g u la tio n  o f the ra ilro a d  in du s try  
was vested In a ju d ic ia l o r q u a s i- ju d ic ia l body. The Texas Railroad 
Commission was such a body.
S tate Railroad Commissions
The s ta tes recognized e a rly  In  the development o f  the r a i l ­
road Indus try  the need fo r  some form o f c o n tro l.  They f i r s t  t r ie d  
to  con tro l the Industry  by ch a rte r enforcement, but th is  was always 
ex post facto and was unsuccessful. Then general le g is la t io n  was t r ie d  
and th is  "proved un ava iling . . . . The in te rs ta te  nature o f ra ilro a d s  
made the problem o f su rve illa n ce  and ch a rte r enforcement Im possible.
. . . D ire c t co n tro l by the le g is la tu re  was t r ie d  repeatedly and proved 
Im p ra c t ic a l."67 There developed an unwieldy s tru c tu re  o f laws and 
an en fo rc ing  body th a t had l i t t l e  techn ica l knowledge o f what was 
requ ired o f them. I f  l e f t  up to  the co u rts , delays and cou rt costs 
were s ig n if ic a n t  b a rr ie rs  to  e f fe c t iv e  re g u la tio n .
66Ch1caqo, Milwaukee and St. Paul Railway Company vs. The 
State o f  Minnesota (174~DT~T67r------------------------- --------
67Marvin Luke F a ir and E. W. W illiam s, Economics o f Trans­
p o rta tio n  (New York: Harper and Row, 1959), 428.
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In an attem pt to  e f fe c t  some form o f  re g u la tio n  the Grange, was 
able to  secure the passage o f a number o f "Granger Laws" In the 
m id-west. "From the ou tse t the laws were v igo rous ly  attacked by the 
ra ilro a d  companies. They appealed to  the courts  on c o n s titu t io n a l 
grounds and to  the p u b lic  on economic grounds. Each measure 1n tu rn  
was taken to  the cou rts . The ra ilro a d  lawyers argued th a t the Dart­
mouth College Case had estab lished the ch a rte r as a co n trac t which 
defines and l im its  the r ig h ts  and powers o f the p a rtie s  to  1 t. . . .
The rates set In  the laws were a v io la t io n  o f  the 14th amendment, de­
p r iv in g  them o f  property w ithou t the b e n e fit o f  due process o f law.
The ra tes were, they In s is te d , a form o f  c o n f is c a t io n ."00
The re s u lt in g  pressure brought by the Grange upon the le g is ­
la tu re  caused the c rea tion  o f  the f i r s t  commission w ith  mandatory 
ra te  powers, estab lished 1n I l l i n o is  1n 1873; and by 1387, although 
a l l  but twenty s ta tes  had commissions, only e ig h t s ta tes  assigned 
ra te  making powers to  th e ir  commissions.®® The e f fe c t o f  s ta te  com­
missions on the ra ilro a d s  was to  convert them to  a b e lie f  1n federa l
re g u la tio n .70
These s ta te  comnlsslons, w ith  the exception o f  I l l i n o is  and 
Georgia, met w ith  l i t t l e  success. E ith e r they had no enforcement 
power o r were circumvented and s ta ffe d  w ith  men f r ie n d ly  to  the r a i l ­
roads. In C a lifo rn ia  the wrath o f  the c it iz e n ry
^ I b l d . , 431.
®®Gabr1el Kolko, Railroads and Regulation 1877-1916 (P rince ton , 
New Jersey: Princeton U n ive rs ity  Press, 16.
70ib1d.
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against the SP took the form o f a march to  the p o lls  and the 
adoption o f  a new s ta te  c o n s t itu t io n , the c h ie f b lessing o f 
which was be lieved to  H e  In  a Board o f Railroad Conm1s$1oners 
whose duty should be to  regu la te  the fares and f re ig h t  schedules 
o f 'a l l  ra ilro a d s ' doing business in  C a lifo rn ia . The three 
commissioners were cloaked w ith  almost regal powers, and 
re fusa l to  conform to  th e ir  lega l orders was to  cost the 
o ffender up to  $20,000 f in e  and two years In  the p e n ite n tia ry .
The new c o n s titu t io n  went through w ith  a whoop. But 1t soon 
dawned upon the people th a t a m a jo rity  o f  the men e lected to  
f i l l  the responsib le o f f ic e  o f  Railroad Commissioner were In ­
v a r ia b ly  put there by the ra ilro a d s . P a rties  contended; faces 
changed; board a f te r  board came In and went o u t; but the 
re g u la tio n  o f  fa res  and f re ig h t  ra tes never seemed to  con­
cern the comnvissloners very much.71
By 1883 tw enty-th ree o f the th ir ty - e ig h t  s ta tes had commissions, 
and nine had the power to  f i x  ra tes o f  f re ig h t  and fa res . "The develop­
ment o f  these commissions were c lo s e ly  p a ra l le l.  In the seventies and 
e ig h tie s  the nine southern sta tes east o f the M iss iss ipp i R iver 
created ra ilro a d  commissions. They ranged 1n type from the weak 
V irg in ia  Commission o f 1877 which had on ly advisory capacity  and 
narrow ly re s tr ic te d  ju r is d ic t io n ,  to  the powerful Georgia Coimrlsslon 
o f 1879, which had a u th o r ity  to  f i x  and enforce uniform  ra te s , prevent 
d is c r im in a tio n , and e s ta b lish  f re ig h t  c la s s if ic a t io n s ." 72 The 
advocates o f ra ilro a d  reg u la tio n  1n Texas c a re fu lly  stud ied the e f fo r ts  
o f  o th e r s ta tes and benefited  from th e ir  study.
The H is to ry  o f Railroad Regulation in  Texas
A study o f ra ilro a d  re g u la tio n  1n Texas shows three d if fe re n t  
methods which a t times were p rac ticed  sim ultaneously. The methods 
were re g u la tio n  by (1) the cha rte rs  granted to  each lin e  to  operate
7^B a iley  Papers, 185.
72C. Vann Woodward, O rig ins o f the New South, 1877-1913 (Baton 
Rouge: Louisiana State U n ive rs ity  iVess, 1951), 379.
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w ith in  the s ta te , (2) le g is la t io n  aimed d ir e c t ly  a t  re g u la tio n , and 
(3) the conm1ss1on.
Regulation by Charters
E arly ra ilro a d  ch a rte rs , granted by specia l acts o f  the le g is ­
la tu re , placed c e rta in  re s t r ic t io n s  on the chartered company. The 
f i r s t  cha rte r granted by the Republic o f  Texas had no re s t r ic t io n s ,  
but the second, g rant May 24, 1836, to  the Galveston and Brazos 
Railroad Company provided th a t Congress should have power to  regu la te  
ra tes fo r  f re ig h t  and passengers.73
This method o f co n tro l continued u n t i l  the 1876 C o n s titu tio n  
o f the s ta te  was adopted. Each ch a rte r requ ired a specia l ac t o f  the 
le g is la tu re . The charte rs  were long and o fte n  e labora te . "The ob jects  
sought to  be accomplished by these e a rly  ch a rte r reg u la tio ns  seem to  
have been: (1) the sa fe ty  o f the p u b lic , (2) the co-operation o f the
various ra ilw a y  lin e s  In  handling f re ig h t  and passengers, and (3) the
re g u la tio n  o f the charges to  be made fo r  the services rendered ."7*
The ra ilro a d s  were by fa r  the la rg e s t co rpora tions a ffe c t in g  
the s ta te  o f Texas p r io r  to  1890. Because o f the ex post fa c to  nature
o f th is  type o f re g u la tio n  l i t t l e  con tro l resu lte d .
Regulation by Le g is la t io n
The f i r s t  le g is la t io n  1n Texas dea ling  w ith  ra ilro a d s  was the 
General Railway Regulation Act o f  1853. I t  contained most o f  the
73Reed, 180.
7*P o tts , 106.
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general p rov is ions  o f  the separate ch a rte rs . I t  gave the le g is la tu re  
the r ig h t  to  p rescribe  maximum ra tes based upon the net p r o f i ts  o f  
the ra ilw a y  company fo r  the preceding ten ye a rs .7** The e a r ly  attempt 
a t  s ta te  re g u la tio n  was one o f the f i r s t  1n the  na tion . The ac t (1) 
prevented payment o f  d iv idends 1 f a road was backrupt, (2) required 
re g u la r ly  scheduled t ra in s ,  (3) regulated maximum passenger and f re ig h t  
ra tes fo r  the companies whose p ro f i ts  were In  excess o f 12%, (4) re ­
qu ired an annual re p o rt o f the s ta te  o f  f in a n c ia l c o n d itio n , and 
(5) p ro h ib ite d  w atering o f s to c k .7(*
This la s t  p ro v is ion  was p a r t ic u la r ly  s ig n if ic a n t  because I t  was 
the c a ta ly s t which brought about an 1860 amendment to  the Act o f  1853. 
The amendment contained p rov is ions aga inst overcharging w ith  s t l f f e r  
p e n a ltie s , but more Im po rta n tly  one section  attempted to  prevent the 
watering o f  s tock. I t  s ta ted  th a t "no ra ilro a d  company sha ll Issue 
any shares o f  stock 1n said company, except a t I t s  par value and then 
on ly  to  actual subscribers who pay, o r become l ia b le  to  pay the par 
value th e re o f, and every o f f ic e r  o r d ire c to r  o f  a ra ilro a d  company, 
who sha ll Issue, o r consent to  the issue o f  any share o f  stock In 
v io la t io n  o f  th is  p ro v is io n , sh a ll pe rsona lly  become l ia b le  to  the 
stockholders and the c re d ito rs  o f  said company, fo r  the f u l l  par 
value th e re o f."77
The high ra tes and Issuance o f watered stock continued, ye t 
the le g is la tu re  d id  not use I ts  power to  review and set ra tes nor
75Gamme1, Vol. I l l ,  1339.
76Reed, 110.
776ammel, Vol. IV , 1422.
prevent the ra ilro a d s  from Issu ing  watered stock. By 1871 a le g is ­
la t iv e  conm lttee denounced the charges o f  the Houston and Texas Central 
as being "e x o rb lta n t"  and the company was described as being "an 
Incubus and oppressive monopoly."7** Complaints aga inst the ra ilro a d s  
became so common In 1875 th a t the c o n s t itu t io n a l convention Included 
some strong p rov is ions  1n the new c o n s t itu t io n . A r t ic le  X, Section 2 
declared the ra ilro a d s  were pu b lic  highways and the ra ilw a y  companies 
were common c a r r ie rs  and said "The Le g is la tu re  sh a ll pass laws to  
c o rre c t abuses and prevent u n ju s t d is c rim in a tio n  and e x to r tio n  1n ra tes 
o f  f r e ig h t  and passenger t a r i f f s  on the d if fe re n t  ra ilro a d s  In  th is  
s ta te ; and sh a ll from time to  time pass laws e s ta b lish in g  reasonable 
maximum rates o f  charges fo r  the tra n sp o rta tio n  o f  passengers and 
f re ig h t  on said ra ilro a d s , and enforce a l l  such laws by adequate 
p e n a lt ie s ."79 Section 25 o f  A r t ic le  XVI a lso  forbade the gran ting  o f  
rebates, and o ther p rov is ions were made to  requ ire  companies to  keep 
general o f f ic e s  w ith in  the s ta te  to  p ro h ib it  the con so lid a tio n  o f  
p a ra lle l and competing l in e s .80
The ra ilro a d s  opposed each le g is la t io n  w ith  the same argument. 
They claimed th a t "they had a franch ise  th a t was p r iv a te  property  
[based on the Dartmouth College Case] whose p ro f its  could not be 
m a te r ia lly  a ffe c ted  to  th e ir  p re jud ice  by any regu la tions  o f  the 
le g is la tu re ,  and they made combinations In  the nature o f pools so 
as to  prevent the ra tes o f  f re ig h t  from being made lower by one o f
786ammel, Vol. V I I I ,  978.
79Ib id . ,  987.
80 ib1d ., 997.
them In com petition w ith  o th e rs ."81 These combinations and pools led 
to  o th e r abuses os discussed e a r l ie r .  I t  was ju d ic ia l ly  decreed 1n 
separate decis ions th a t the s ta tes had the r ig h t  to  reg u la te  the "vessels 
o f  tra n s p o r t ,"  "the  land used," and "the  ra tes  charged."82
The le g is la tu re  continued to  pass laws 1n an attem pt to  curb 
the high ra te s , watered s tock , and general d is c r im in a tio n  against 
persons and places and declared th a t "a h igher charge to  one person 
than to  another fo r  a s im ila r  serv ice  should be accepted as prima 
fa c ie  evidence o f u n ju s t d is c r im in a t io n ."83
In an e f f o r t  a t fu r th e r  re g u la tio n  the O ffice  o f State 
Engineer was created. The plan was to  have th is  o f f ic e  oversee the 
ra ilro a d s , to  recomnend to  the le g is la tu re  necessary le g is la t io n  and 
to  ac t as a watchdog to  compel the ra ilro a d s  to  comply w ith  the law.
A fte r  an eighteen month term , Engineer A. H. B r it to n  reported to  the 
governor and was asked 1 f the program was a success. His re p ly  was 
"From my observation and experience I answer, em pha tica lly , NO! The 
a c t gives the S tate Engineer no power. He can inspect and persuade 
the ra ilw a y  companies but he has no power to  order and compel. . . .
I  re s p e c tfu lly  recommend th a t the present o f f ic e  be a b o lish e d ."84 I t  
was abolished as recommended. One year e a r l ie r  Governor Roberts had 
said the rea l problem was lack o f enforcement o f  the e x is t in g  law s.85
81 Roberts, 280.
82Ib1d.
B3Gammel, Vol. V I I ,  1417.
84P o tts , 120.
85Texas House Jo u rn a l, 1883 (A u s tin , Texas), 12.
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In  order to  strengthen the enforcement procedures a law was 
passed th a t requ ired  the ra ilw a y  companies to  m aintain th e ir  p r in c ip a l 
o f f ic e s  w ith in  the s ta te .86 The law, passed 1n 1885, formed the basis 
fo r  A ttorney General Hogg's lega l f ig h t  to  get the o ff ic e s  re loca ted . 
He was successful 1n apply ing the re g u la tio n  to  a l l  ra ilw ay  companies 
opera ting 1n Texas.
Potts summarized the Inadequacies o f the  le g is la tu re  1n 
e ffe c t in g  s ig n if ic a n t  con tro l over the ra ilro a d s  when he sta ted th a t 
by 1890
1t  had come to  be p re tty  genera lly  recognized th a t the 
In te l l ig e n t  reg u la tio n  o f  a business so vast and complicated 
was q u ite  beyond the powers o f  a la rge  and unwieldy body o f  
men, most o f  whom were u t te r ly  ignoran t o f  the business sought 
to  be c o n tro lle d . The fa c t  th a t the L e g is la tu re , which meets 
on ly  once 1n two years, could not from time to  tim e ad ju s t I t s  
ra tes  and fa res to  the cons tan tly  vary ing needs o f  the comner- 
c la l w o rld , showed th a t I t  was not the proper body to  attempt 
the re g u la tio n  o f the ra ilro a d s  and pointed unmistakably to  
the necessity  o f  a small body o f experts who could devote a l l  
t h e ir  tim e and a tte n tio n  to  the work 1n hand and be con s tan tly  
1n session to  hear the complaints o f  the p u b lic  on the one hand 
and o f the ra ilw ays on the o th e r. Such a body the S tate R a il­
road Commission was Intended to  be.87
Regulation by Cotnnlsslon
Governor Hogg was not the f i r s t  Texas governor to  recognize 
the need fo r  the c rea tion  o f a ra ilro a d  commission. At le a s t s ix  
major a b o rtive  attempts were made before 1891. As e a rly  as 1876, 
General Coke ca lle d  fo r  a s ta te  commission. In h is  message to  the 
le g is la tu re  he recommended "an examination o f  the system In
86P o tts , 114. 
87lb1d.
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Massachusetts, which seems to  work s a t is fa c to r i ly .  In th a t s ta te , the 
whole sub jec t under general law 1s placed 1n the hands o f  a board o f 
th ree commlssloners, w ith  extensive powers and d is c re t io n , whose super* 
v is io n  extends to  everyth ing connected w ith  the o rgan iza tion  o f 
ra ilro a d  companies. They fe r r e t  out abuses, hear com pla ints, and b ring  
to  the no tice  o f the proper a u th o r it ie s  a l l  v io la t io n s  o f pu b lic  and 
p r iv a te  r ig h t ,  make re g u la r re p o rts , suggest le g is la t io n ,  e tc . " 8®
Some evidence supports the th e s is  th a t Governor Coke was c a ll in g  
fo r  a commission because o f the growing s treng th  o f the Grange. This 
o rgan iza tion  o f  farmers had a lready succeeded In securing reg u la to ry  
bodies In a number o f  western s ta tes  in  the 1870's and was, fo r  th a t 
m a tte r, on I t s  way to  achieving na tiona l re g u la tio n  In the Congress, 
an e f f o r t  cu lm ina ting  1n the c rea tion  o f  the In te rs ta te  Convnerce 
Commission.89 Coke's recommendation had no e f fe c t  since no s p e c if ic  
a c tio n  was taken by the le g is la tu re .
The f i r s t  rea l f ig h t  fo r  a commission In  the Texas le g is ­
la tu re  came in  1881 when a b i l l  was introduced by G. King o f Hopkins 
county and Judge J. G. Chenoweth, Chairman o f the  House Committee on 
In te rn a l Improvement.98 The b i l l  ca lle d  fo r  establishm ent o f  a 
conmisslon o f  th ree members appointed by the governor fo r  two year 
terms. This conmisslon was to  have the power to  see th a t ra ilro a d  
companies complied w ith  th e ir  ch a rte rs , se t up a uniform  system o f
®®Potts, 116
89W1l11ams, 272. 
98P o tts , 116.
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bookkeeping, f i x  ra tes and fa re s , and prevent reba ting  and d is c r im i­
n a t io n ^
The la rge  ra ilw ay  companies fought passage o f th is  b i l l  w ith
great v ig o r. R ailroad men were drawn to  Austin  as i f  by a magnet.
"About the same tim e--w hether as a m atter o f  mere coincidence o r o f  
prem editation and design does not appear--Jay Gould and a la rge  pa rty  
o f  high ra ilro a d  o f f ic ia ls  set out from New York on what was probably 
h is  f i r s t  to u r o f inspection  o f h is  Texas p ro p e rtie s . . . .  At
Galveston, Mr. Gould gave out a two and a h a lf  column In te rv iew  on our
g rea t p ro sp e rity  as a nation and the great na tu ra l resources o f Texas. 
'B u t , ' he said m usingly, 'There 1s one p e r i l- - In ju d ic io u s  In te rfe re nce  
by Congresses and s ta te  le g is la tu re s  w ith  b u s in e s s ."1 Gould fu r th e r  
w orried  th a t th is  great fu tu re  fo r  Texas could be damaged by h o s t ile  
le g is la t io n .92 The attem pt by the  le g is la tu re  to  pass the commission 
b i l l  fa i le d  probably as a re s u lt  o f  such strong ra ilro a d  oppos ition  
and the fa c t  th a t Governor Roberts be lieved the b i l l  to  be unconsti­
tu t io n a l .93
A specia l session o f the le g is la tu re  was ca lle d  1n 1882 to  
consider some form o f  re g u la tio n . The House passed one b i l l ;  the 
Senate passed another; but both fa ile d  In  c o n f e r e n c e .94 The House 
b i l l  attempted to  set a schedule o f  f re ig h t  ra tes  but fa ile d  because
9^Ib id . ; and Kennedy, 123.
92P o tts , 117.
93Kennedy, 123.
9^Ba11ey Papers, 433.
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o f  the enorm ity o f  the problem. This a ttem pt, however, d id  cause 
ra tes to  be s l ig h t ly  reduced.95
Again in  1883, Governor Ire land  s ta ted 1n h is  address to  the 
le g is la tu re  th a t "experience has demonstrated th a t some one e sp e c ia lly  
charged w ith  the duty o f  seeing th a t these In s t itu t io n s  [the ra ilro a d  
companies] perform th e ir  duty to  the people Is  the on ly  sure mode o f  
p ro te c tin g  them. Persons w ith  small c a p ita l cannot and w i l l  not con­
tend fo r  th e ir  r ig h ts  when w ithhe ld  by these co rp o ra tion s , and I 
the re fo re  recommend th a t a commission o f  three o r more persons be 
appointed to  take charge o f th a t s u b je c t."95 The recommendation was 
s ig n if ic a n t  1n th a t the Governor favored a commission w h ile  h is  pre­
decessor, Governor Roberts, had no t. Heated debate ensued, and a 
compromise was s truck  w ith  the appointment o f  a s ta te  ra ilro a d  engineer, 
an o f f ic e  which was t r ie d  fo r  eighteen months and fa ile d .  State 
Engineer B r it to n  recoiranended the a b o lit io n  o f h is  o f f ic e  since no 
power had been given to  h im .97 The f ig h t  continued and In  Governor 
Ire la n d 's  second term (1885) a commission b i l l  was Introduced and 
de fea ted .98
When S u lliva n  Ross was e lected governor o f  Texas 1n 1887, he 
opposed a commission, but during h is  second term he became a convert 
to  the Idea and approved a jo in t  re so lu tio n  p rov id ing  fo r  the submis­
sion o f a c o n s titu t io n a l amendment th a t would provide the le g is la tu re
95Roberts, 281.
95Texas House Jou rna l, 1883, 88.
97P o tts , 120.
98Ba1ley Papers, 433.
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w ith  the a u th o r ity  fo r  e s ta b lis h in g  a conm isslon.99 This question o f  
c o n s t itu t io n a li ty  had been a major reason fo r  the  de feat and lack  o f  
support fo r  the previous b i l l s .  The attem pts had fa i le d  not because 
1t  was thought th a t re g u la tio n  was unnecessary* but p r in c ip a l ly  
because the terms o f  the c o n s t itu t io n a l p ro v is ion  d id  not au tho rize  
establishm ent o f  a conmisslon by the le g is la tu re .  As a re s u lt  a 
re s o lu tio n  fo r  a c o n s t itu t io n a l amendment was adopted on January 8 t 
1889.100
The amendment was to  add to  Section 2 , A r t ic le  X the words 
"and to  the fu r th e r  accomplishment o f  these ob jects  and purposes may 
provide and e s ta b lis h  a l l  re q u is ite  means and agencies, invested w ith  
such powers as may be deemed adequate and advisab le . 01 The amend­
ment became a c r i t i c a l  issue 1n the campaign o f  1890.
Sunrnary
This period o f Texas h is to ry  was not u n lik e  an adolescent who 
Is  not f u l l y  coord ina ted. Texas was teeming w ith  growing in d u s tr ia l 
development, increased p ro d u c t iv ity  1n a g r ic u ltu re , a powerful r a i l ­
road network, an ever expanding f r o n t ie r ,  and an a c tiv e  and Indus­
tr io u s  people. Each o f these fa c to rs  were s t r iv in g  fo r  m a tu r ity , but 
some element o f coo rd ina tion  was needed. Land, Texas's most va luab le  
asset, was bound by speculators and monopolies a t the same time
"Kennedy, 124.
100Roberts, 281. 
101 Ib id . ,  275.
m igra tion  was rampant. R a ilroads, the Texas enigma, needed though 
abusive, had crisscrossed the s ta te  but were h o s t ile  to  any type 
o f  c o n tro l.  The producers and consumers s u ffe r in g  from low prices 
fo r  raw m a te ria ls , high p rices  fo r  f in is h e d  products, poor c re d it ,  
and excessive shipping ra tes were searching fo r  some form o f p o l i t ic a l  
redress fo r  these problems. Texas was ready fo r  reform .
CHAPTER I I I
HOGG'S SPEECH PERSONALITY
Charles Culberson, Hogg's a tto rn ey  general and successor as 
governor, summarized Hogg's speech p e rso n a lity  when he stated Hogg 
"spoke 1n h is  two campaigns perhaps to  as great audiences and moved 
them as deeply as any man 1n the h is to ry  o f  our S ta te .'*1 Factors 1n 
the development o f  Hogg's speech p e rs o n a lity  were (1) h is  preparation 
fo r  speaking, (2) the basic p r in c ip le s  which guided him, (3) h is 
method o f  speech p re pa ra tio n , and (4) h is  method o f  d e liv e ry .
Preparation fo r  Speaking 
E arly  Education
When Sam Houston came to  Alabama 1n search o f  help 1n main­
ta in in g  the Independence o f  the Republic o f  Texas, Colonel Joseph Hogg 
moved h is  fa m ily  to  Texas. Hogg served as a member o f  the Congress 
o f  the Republic, was a delegate to  the annexation convention, was 
a s ta te  senator, served as chairman o f  the committee on the Jud lca ry , 
helped w r ite  p o rtio n s  o f the f i r s t  s ta te  c o n s t itu t io n , and le d  Texas 
In  the Mexican War and the C1v1l W a r . 2
1 Dallas Morning News, March 4 , 1906.
^Joseph Lewis Hogg Folder and Genealogy Folder, the Hogg 
C o lle c tio n , U n iv e rs ity  o f  Texas L ib ra ry , A rch ives, A u s tin , Texas.
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The f i f t h  o f  seven c h ild re n  born to  Joseph and Lucanda Hogg* 
James Stephen Hogg was born on the fa m ily  p la n ta tio n  near Rusk,
Cherokee county. Texas. March 24, 1851. La ter James Hogg was to  
boast th a t he was bom 1n a storm and was. th e re fo re , accustomed to  
s tom p surroundings.
Although the founding fa th e rs  o f  Texas were concerned w ith  
education , there  was no system o f pu b lic  schooling p r io r  to  the C iv il 
War. Rusk was a r u r a l ,  f r o n t ie r  community; however, c it iz e n s  such 
as Joseph Hogg provided fo r  the elementary education o f  the c h ild re n .
In A H is to ry  o f Cherokee County. Mrs. H a ttie  Roach Ind ica tes th a t 
James Hogg was a student a t Stephens and C arte r Academy and Hale 
In s t i tu te ,  although no mention Is  made o f the dates o f  h is  attendance 
o r  the sub jects ta u g h t.3
Elementary education ju s t  p r io r  to  the C iv i l  War contained 
some elements o f speech tra in in g .  A H is to ry  o f  Speech Education In 
America s ta tes  " In  one sense, almost every elementary teacher . . . 
could have been considered a speech teacher because most In s tru c tio n  
had centered on o ra l re a d in g ."^  The students a t Rusk were given o ra l 
t ra in in g  1n th e ir  elementary schooling.
In  a d d itio n  to  a ttend ing  school the Hogg ch ild re n  were given 
p r iv a te  tu to r in g . Robert McEachern, a b lin d  musician and poet who 
liv e d  w ith  the fa m ily , taught them piano, v io l in ,  and s ing ing .
^H a ttie  Jo p lin  Roach, A H is to ry  o f  Cherokee County, Texas 
(D a llas : Southwest Press, 1934), 49.
^Gladys L. Borehers and L i l l i a n  R. Wagner, "Speech Education 
In  the N ineteenth-century Schools," A H is to ry  o f Speech Education 1n 
America. Karl R. Wallace (e d .) (New York: A p p le to n -te n tu ry -C ro fts .T n c ., 
TO4TT291.
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"McEachern a lso  helped James make progress 1n read ing , fre q u e n tly  
l is te n in g  to  him read aloud and c o rre c tin g  pronuncia tion when 
necessary. " 5
A fte r  the secession o f  Texas, Joseph Hogg was connrissloned a 
b r ig a d ie r general 1n the Confederate army and was k i l le d  a t C o rin th , 
M iss iss ipp i In  May o f 1862. As a re s u lt  o f  General Hogg's death and 
the death o f  Lucanda Hogg a year la te r ,  James Hogg was orphaned a t the 
age o f  12. However, Joseph Hogg con tribu ted  to  James's speech 
tra in in g  by I n s t i l l in g  1n him a des ire  fo r  pu b lic  se rv ice , p rov id ing  
an o p po rtun ity  to  meet the men who had shaped Texas h is to ry ,  and 
s e tt in g  an example fo r  fo re n s ic  s k i l l .
In the w in te r o f  1865-66, James, h is  widowed s is te r  and her 
son moved to  Tuscaloosa, Alabama. They took up residence 1n th e ir  
m other's fa m ily  p la n ta tio n  home, but the ravages o f the war 1n the 
South le f t  them w ith  l i t t l e  money. The boys were e n ro lle d  1n a school 
taught by a twenty-two year o ld  ve te ran , Isaac W ellington McAdory, who 
became a pioneer advocate fo r  p u b lic  education in  Alabama. 6 At 
McAdory*s school Friday afternoon was reserved fo r  declamation and 
p u b lic  speaking. "J1m was h o r r i f ie d  a t f i r s t  a t the Idea o f standing 
In  fro n t o f  the s t i l l  somewhat h o s t ile  c la ss , e s p e c ia lly  since he 
was se lf-consc ious about being so t a l l  fo r  h is  age. McAdory, who hod 
noted w ith  In te re s t the boy's f in e  speaking vo ice , d id  not urge him, 
bu t suggested th a t on th e ir  walks to  and from school Jim might
^Robert C. Cotner, James Stephen Hogg, A Biography (A us tin : 
U n ive rs ity  o f  Texas Press, 1959), 14.
^ L e tte r from Mrs. I .  W. McAdory to  George B a ile y , September 3, 
1923, B a iley Papers.
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rehearse parts  o f  speeches th a t he could learn  the n ig h t before. 
G radually assurance came, and before long J1m was en joying h im se lf, 
not on ly  when decla im ing along the road but a lso  1n fro n t  o f  M s 
schoolmates. " 7 James la te r  f e l t  th a t h is  assoc ia tion  w ith  McAdory, 
a man In te res ted  In  the English language both w r it te n  and spoken, 
was im portant 1n shaping h is  l i f e .8
Although 1n Alabama on ly  a few months, James viewed the grave 
consequences o f war. Upon re tu rn in g  to  Texas, he re a lize d  th a t 
although Texas had f in a n c ia l d i f f i c u l t ie s ,  she had su ffe red  less than 
her neighboring s ta tes .
In Rusk, James was e n ro lle d  In  Cherokee High School, which had
been estab lished  the previous year (1865) by Peyton Irv in g . In order
to  pay h is  tu i t io n  1 t was necessary fo r  James to  do various chores 
fo r  Professor Irv in g .®  The sub jects taught Included orthography, 
read ing , w r it in g ,  a r ith m e tic , gramnar, geography, h is to ry ,  lo g ic ,  
rh e to r ic ,  na tu ra l ph ilosophy, physics, chem istry, c la s s ic s , h igher 
mathematics, and moral and mental ph ilosophy. 10 Some o f the school 
a c t iv i t ie s  were music, declam ations, study o f " l i t e r a r y  gems," se le c t 
o ra tio n s , and o r ig in a l o ra tio n s . 11
On a day se t aside fo r  speaking an Inc id e n t occurred th a t was
to  have a d ire c t  In fluence  on Hogg's fu tu re  o ra to ry . In preparation
?Cotner, B iography. 29-30.
8 Interv1ew w ith  M1ss Ima Hogg, Ju ly  11, 1974.
^Barksdale, 4.
l 0Hatt1e Jo p lin  Roach, The H U ls  o f Cherokee (no p u b lish e r, 
1952), 55.
llRoach, H is to ry , 103.
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fo r  re c it in g  1n class 1t was James*s custom to  rehearse In  the s o l i ­
tude o f  the woods. On th is  occasion he was re c it in g  an o ra tio n  
Intended fo r  d e liv e ry  1n a c lass contest w h ile  unknown to  him a c la ss ­
mate fo llow ed , l is te n in g  to  the frequent re p e tit io n s  and memorizing 
not on ly  the exact wording o f the speech but James's gestures as w e ll.  
Called upon f i r s t ,  the classmate gave the o ra tio n  to  the amusement 
o f  the students and the h u m ilia tio n  o f h is  v ic tim . When James's 
tu rn  came to  speak, he explained the s itu a t io n  and attempted an 
extemporaneous p re s e n ta t io n .^  "He la te r  sa id  th a t In th a t experience 
he learned the advantage o f  using one's own Ideas and phraseology and 
not re ly in g  on a set speech. " ^ 3 He continued th is  p ra c tice  throughout 
h is  career.
Charles Young, a classmate a t Cherokee High School, described 
James's speaking 1n school exercises as being " ra th e r clumsy 1n h is 
connections and o ften  the school would laugh a t him, but he never 
fa ile d  to  make the e f fo r t .  He had the b u ll dog te n a c ity  and determ i­
na tion then th a t he had in  h is  subsequent I 1f e . " ^
James Hogg's formal education ended in  1866. The f in a n c ia l 
d i f f i c u l t ie s  which faced most Texans made I t  necessary fo r  him to  begin 
to  work In order to  a s s is t 1n the maintenance o f the fa m ily . Although 
James no longer attended c lasses, he continued to  learn. Charles 
Young described him as "a boy th a t d id  not care much fo r  the asso­
c ia t io n  w ith  o ther boys, but ra th e r sought to  throw h im se lf w ith  men
^Telephone In te rv iew  w ith  M1ss Ima Hogg, Ju ly  11 , 1974. 
^3Cotner, Biography, 31-32.
^ L e t te r  from Charles E. Young to  George B a ile y , Februrary 4, 
1923, B a iley  Papers, he rea fte r c ite d  as Young-Bailey L e tte r.
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w ith  whom he loved to  t a lk . " 15 Long's H o te l, a popular meeting p lace , 
became James's classroom and the notable members o f  the bar and the 
lo ca l ex-$old1ers and Ind ian f ig h te rs  became h is  In s tru c to rs . By 
lis te n in g  to  these men James was le a rn in g  the h is to ry  o f  Texas and 
the cu rren t problems co n fron ting  the s ta te . In a d d itio n  to  these 
discussions he stud ied Henderson Voakum's H is to ry  o f  Texas, 15 John 
Reagan's Fort Warren L e t te r , 17 and Oran Roberts' speeches. 18
One o f James's pastimes was to  read aloud to  h is  former tu to r ,  
Robert McEachern. Some o f th e ir  se lec tio ns  were Arabian N igh ts ; the 
works o f S ir  W alter S co tt; Lord Byron; Alexander Pope; James Hogg, the 
S co ttish  poet; and many books o f  f ic t io n  both o ld  and new.1^
James Hogg's formal education was lim ite d  because o f  the lack 
o f o p po rtun ity  1n the f r o n t ie r  coimxinlty. The loss o f  h is  parents and 
the war were a d d itio n a l fa c to rs  which retarded h is  education. Hogg 
was Influenced by such men as McEachern and McAdory who s tim u la ted  
h is  development o f  h is  speech s k i l ls .  The in flue nce  o f h is  fa th e r 
was a lso s ig n if ic a n t.  Hogg read whatever books were a va ila b le  to  him 
w h ile  working as a p r in te r ,  sharecropper, and p u b lish e r. This 
reading was the most s ig n if ic a n t  p a rt o f  h is  to ta l speech p repa ra tion .
15Young-Bailey L e tte r .
16Henderson K. Yoakum published h is  two-volume H is to ry  o f Texas 
(New York: R edfle ld ) In  1855. His b ro th e r, F rank lin  L. Yoakum was a 
lo ca l physic ian and la te r  served as pres iden t o f  Larissa College, near 
Rusk, a f te r  1857.
17Quoted 1n W alter F. McCaleb (e d .) ,  Memoirs o f  John H. Reagan 
(New York: Neale Publish ing Company, 1906), 286-295.
180ran M. Roberts, "The Address o f the Texas D e lega tion ," 
National In te llig e n c e r  (Washington, D. C ., January 10, 1867).
^ C o tn e r, Biography, 37.
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As McAdory encouraged James 1n h is  speaking and the develop­
ment o f  h is  rh e to r ic a l s k i l l s ,  W h ls tU n ' Andrew Jackson, e d ito r  o f  
the Rusk Texas Observer, played a s ig n if ic a n t  ro le  1n developing h is  
In te re s t 1n the a f fa ir s  o f  the times and cormiunlty problems. Jackson 
was a Cherokee county In s t i tu t io n .  He had p rev ious ly  been a p ioneer, 
s o ld ie r ,  and p o l i t ic ia n .  The masthead o f  h is  paper ran the ta u n tin g  
slogan, "The world 1s governed too much."2®
The Observer o f f ic e  was a popular gathering place fo r  the 
leading c it iz e n s  o f Rusk, and James fre q u e n tly  v is ite d  there w ith  h is  
b ro th e r, Tom, du ring  the 1866 e le c tio n  campaign. Jackson occas iona lly  
asked him to do some jobs around the o f f ic e .  La ter he t r ie d  h is  hand 
a t typ e s e ttin g . He became a fu l l - t im e  p r in te r 's  d e v il e a r ly  1n 1867. 
Work 1n the p r in t  shop served as a con tinu ing  education. Part o f 
h is  du ties  Included c lip p in g  a r t ic le s  from exchange newspapers from 
across the North and South. He was exposed to  such papers as the 
New York Sun, ed ited  by Charles Dana, and Hearth and Home, ed ited  by 
H a rr ie t Beecher Stowe. 21 These papers gave him access to  po in ts  o f 
view o the r than those o f  East Texas.
The Observer's news and fo r th r ig h t  e d ito r ia ls  brought the boy 
in to  d ire c t  touch w ith  the issues and th in k in g  o f h is  tim e. 
F u rthe r, since the Observer o f f ic e  ran tru e  to  the t r a d it io n  
o f  small American newspapers in  doubling as a community c lu b , 
he heard s p ir ite d  d iscussions among the prominent men o f the 
region on the pros and cons o f the le g is la t io n  th a t was to  be 
the basis o f  a 'New South.' . . . The assoc ia tion  w ith  E d ito r 
Jackson in  I t s e l f  o ffe re d  a l ib e ra l education, as w e ll as in v a l­
uable in s tru c t io n  in  the p r in t in g  c ra f t  and the v iv id  use o f 
the English language. 22
^Texas Obse rve r, Rusk, Texas, January 26, 1867.
21Young-Bailey L e tte r
22Cotner, Biography, 34.
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As h is  p r in t in g  s k i l ls  matured, James began to  a s s is t in  composing 
news a r t ic le s  p rov id ing  an oppo rtun ity  to  Improve h is  w r it in g  a b i l i t y .
A fte r  hearing the e x c it in g  s to r ie s  o f Texas growth, James 
decided to  move to  the f r o n t ie r  town o f  Cleburne, Texas, In 1867. Here 
he worked fo r  Chris Haines, a cotton farm er, who made James "one o f 
the household, provided w ith  a homemade walnut desk and given access 
to  the fa m ily  l ib ra ry .  A fte r  the long working hours a t the steam-op­
erated g in  house, he spent h is evenings eagerly reading books on h is to ry ,  
manners, r e l ig io n ,  and government."23
For the next th ree years James worked a t whatever jobs were 
a va ila b le . The fa m ily  p la n ta tio n  had become worth less and much o f 1t 
lo s t  through sales in  order to  pay taxes and susta in  the re s t o f  the 
f a m i ly ,^  Some o f  these jobs included being a p r in te r 's  h e lp e r, a 
share cropper, and a farm la bo re r. In the summer o f 1870, he began 
work fo r  the T y le r Democrat and Reporter. H. V. Ham ilton, e d ito r ,  
described h is  employee as an Industrious  boy whose le is u re  hours 
"were assiduously devoted to  study and many a tim e, w h ile  he had a 
home in  our fa m ily  c i r c le ,  m idnight found him bending over h is  books."25
In T y le r, Hogg became acquainted w ith  Horace C h ilto n  and 
Sawnle Robertson who In v ite d  him to  become a member o f  the T y le r
^C o tn e r, B iography, 34.
2^Conversations with Mrs. J. H. Haines, June, 1946. as quoted 
in Cotner, Biography, 46.
24H art, 441.
25 jy le r Democrat and Reporter, August 31, 1886. J. S. Hogg 
Scrapbook No. 2 , p. 79, Hogg C o lle c tio n , Archives, University o f Texas 
Library, Austin, Texas
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Debating Society. Soon afterw ard he was asked to  p a r t ic ip a te  In  a 
p u b lic  debate. Pleased by the honor o f  membership, he was somewhat 
s ta r t le d  a t being asked to  take p a rt so soon in  p u b lic  debate w ith  
seasoned speakers. In a le t t e r  to  h is  b ro th e r, Tom, he sa id : “ I would 
not prepare fo r  th is  debate was 1t  not fo r  wanting to  belong to  1t  
Cthe debate s o c ie ty )1n the fu tu re . I f  I do not s t ic k ,  then the c ry  
w i l l  be, 'h e 's  t im id , and w i l l  not do fo r  a la w ye r.' . . .  fo r  I fee l 
p e r fe c t ly  competent to  debate w ith  th a t crowd, although I t  cons is ts  
o f  young p r in te rs  and lawyers. The debating soc ie ty  and Sunday School 
are the on ly  In s t itu t io n s  th a t I  in tend to  belong t o . "26 He was to  
take the negative on the question o f  "Would a repub lican form o f 
government be b e tte r fo r  the United States than a lim ite d  monarchy?27
Debating so c ie tie s  during th is  time served several purposes.
They were not always associated w ith  schools but were o ften  estab­
lish e d  to  f i l l  a need fo r  young men In te re s te d  1n sharpening th e ir  
fo re ns ic  s k i l l s . 2® These so c ie tie s  a lso  served the needs o f  the 
community 1n th a t th e ir  p u b lic  debates were educational and soc ia l 
events. Such was the case 1n T y le r. Robertson, C h ilto n , and Hogg 
were each to  become members o f  the ba r, and the experience gained 
from debating was probably very h e lp fu l.
The experience and s k i l l  a tta in e d  w h ile  working w ith  newspapers 
1n Rusk and T y le r s tim u la ted  Hogg's des ire  to  e s ta b lis h  h is  own. He
26James S. Hogg to  Tom Hogg, September 26, 1870, Family L e tte rs , 
the Hogg C o lle c tio n .
2*Cotner, Biography, 54.
2®Borchers and Wagner, Speech Education. 394,
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saved M s money and began the Longview News In 1871. During th is  
period the e d it in g  o f  a small hometown newspaper was an e x c e lle n t 
stepping stone toward fu r th e r in g  a career In law o r  In  p u b lic  se rv ice . 
E d ito r Hogg Ind ica ted  an In te re s t 1n the In te l l ig e n t  growth and devel­
opment o f  ra ilro a d s . When c e rta in  elements In  Smith county voiced 
a de s ire  to  ob ta in  a r a i l  l in e  a t any c o s t, he s ta ted  In an e d ito r ia l  
th a t . . the re  1s no 'harm' in  securing a l l  the ra ilro a d s  1n your 
power, th a t 's  to  your In te re s t;  but be sure not to  get so exc ite d  and 
l ib e ra l as the green horn d id  when he f i r s t  saw a steamboat, and 
o f fe r  a l l  you are worth to  get them. 1,29
A group o f  c it iz e n s  1n Quitman, having read Hogg's e d ito r ia ls ,  
o ffe re d  encouragement and Inducements to  him to  re lo ca te  h is  paper; 
th e re fo re , e a r ly  1n 1872 the Quitman hews was estab lished  as an organ 
o f the Democratic p a r ty . 30 The masthead o f  the paper ca rr ie d  the 
slogan "Devoted to  the In te re s ts  o f  Texas. " 31 Hogg continued to  
e d it  and pu b lish  the paper a f te r  he was e lected  ju s t ic e  o f the  peace 
and was adm itted to  the bar.
Student o f  Law
Because James Hogg was In te res ted  In  people and the p o l i t ic a l  
and so c ia l events o f  h is  day and because o f  the fa m ily  h is to ry  o f  
p u b lic  se rv ice , he decided e a r ly  to  prepare h im se lf fo r  a career In
29Longview News, Nobember 21, 1871.
^ B a ile y  Papers, 60.
^ Quitman Hews, January 10, 1874.
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law. His fa th e r had been a successful lawyer, known fo r  h is  fo re n s ic  
s k i l l .  His b ro th e r, Tom, whose own lega l education had been In te r ­
rupted by the C iv il War, provided a l iv in g  example 1n th a t he worked 
during  the day and stud ied law a t n ig h t.
In  Rusk one o f the e d ito rs  o f  the Texas Observer. Don V le tch ,
"a cu ltu re d  o ld  gentleman o f  the o ld  scho o l," kept some elementary 
law books 1n h is  o f f ic e .  According to  Charles Young, "Jim  Hogg 
f i r s t  got h is  In s p ira t io n  to  become a lawyer from reading these 
books."32
E arly  In  1868 Hogg learned th a t John Reagan had returned to  
P a lestine  a f te r  h is  re lease from prison a t Fort Warren, Boston.
James had read Reagan's Fort Warren L e tte rs ; and since he respected 
h is  fa th e r 's  f r ie n d ,  he v is ite d  him a t h is  farm. In a eulogy de­
liv e re d  a t the Good Roads Convention In  Houston, A p r il 18, 1905, a 
few months a f te r  Reagan's death, James Hogg to ld  o f  the in flue nce  
th is  man had upon him over the years by saying:
He Is  a splendid example o f what young men can do I f  they t r y ,
o f  what middle-aged men can do 1f  they t r y ,  o f  what a l l  men
can do 1f  they t r y ,  and the f i r s t  law o f th a t man was to  behave 
h im se lf and obey the  law. The law -abid ing c it iz e n  1s an honor­
able gentleman, he 1s resp ec tfu l to  o th e r people. He discussed 
p o l i t ic s  w ithou t p a rtisa n sh ip , when he took a stand he d id  1t  
Independent o f  the thoughts o f o the rs . He was ca re fu l never
to  g ive  an op in ion u n t i l  he had formed a judgment. He would
In ve s tig a te  every question o f  p u b lic  concern th a t came up, and 
having Investiga ted  1t ,  he had the s id e lig h ts  o f  h is  own reason 
thrown upon h is  judgment. That made him a statesman, th a t made 
him a great man, th a t stamped him 1n the eyes o f Texas fo re v e r. 33
32Young-Bailey L e tte r.
33Robert C. Co tr ie r ,  Addresses and S tate Papers o f  James Stephen 
Hogg. (A us tin : U n ive rs ity  o f  texas Press, 1951J, 53V, he re a fte r c ite d  
as Cotner, Addresses.
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Hogg was fu r th e r  encouraged to  continue h is  le ga l s tud ies 
by M s fe llo w  members o f  the T y le r Oebatlng S ocie ty , Horace C h ilton  
and Sawnie Robertson, both o f  whom were studying law. The re la t io n ­
sh ip  between C h ilton  and James Hogg may be traced to  the close 
fr ie n d sh ip  between James's b ro th e r, Tom, and Horace's fa th e r , Colonel 
George C h ilto n . Colonel C h ilto n  was Tom's commander in  the b a tt le  
o f  Oak H i l l  and e a r l ie r  had been associated w ith  Joseph Hogg 1n the 
secession convention. 34 The boys became very good fr ie n d s  even 
though they worked on r iv a l newspapers in  T y le r. "Horace C h ilton  
and James Hogg had many long conversations about th e ir  am bitions, 
p a r t ic u la r ly  in  l ig h t  o f  present events. They agreed th a t newspaper 
ownership appeared to  be an e xce lle n t stepping stone to  p o l i t ic a l  
a c t iv i t y ,  and o ffe re d , besides, a congenial way o f  earning money 
fo r  the study o f  law on the s ide . A law career was s t i l l  the Impor­
ta n t main goal fo r  both boys. . . . Before the year 1871 was out, each 
o f  them had s ta rte d  a newspaper o f  h is  own, Horace, age 18, the t r i ­
weekly Sun In T y le r, James, age tw enty, the News 1n Longview. " 35 
James la te r  re fe rre d  to  Horace C h ilto n  as "ny best f r ie n d . " 36 The 
C h ilto n  name was w e ll known in  Texas a t th a t tim e ; and these two, along 
w ith  Sawnie Robertson, Horace's cousin , formed the nucleus o f  the 
"T y le r Gang" th a t was to  overthrow the redeemer regime 1n Texas 
p o l i t ic s .
34Cotner, Biography, 531.
35Ib 1 d ., 55-56.
36James S. Hogg to  Martha Francis Davis, December 20, 1894, 
Family L e tte rs , the Hogg C o lle c tio n .
As e d ito r  and pub lish e r o f  the Quitman News, James continued 
to  read fo r  the law. "A lawyer f r ie n d , W. W. G ile s , le n t him books 
and otherw ise helped him. He a lso made several t r ip s  to  the neigh­
boring  town o f  G ilmer to  ta lk  to  0. M. Roberts--then a learned lawyer 
and la te r  governor o f  Texas—about questions o f l a w . "37 His t r ip s  
to  Gilmer were not a l l  prompted by an In te re s t In  law. He v is ite d  
Sarah Ann S tinson , daughter o f  Colonel James Stinson. James Hogg 
and Sarah Ann were married on A p r il 22, 1874, and to  th is  union were 
bom fo u r c h ild re n —W il l ,  Ima, Mike, and T h o m a s .
A fte r  years o f  Independent s tudy, James Hogg was adm itted to  
the bar In 1875; however, he d id  not stop le a rn in g . "Whether he had 
business o r n o t, he entered each cou rt day a l l  ju s t ic e  and p re c in c t 
courts  1n Wood county. The people learned to  expect him and he seldom 
fa i le d  to  be employed by someone to  a ttend to  some lega l m a t t e r . "39 
In  th is  way he watched o th e r lawyers a t work and a lso acquired both 
acquaintances and c lie n ts .
E arly  P o l i t ic a l Career
In  h is  Rusk speech, A p r il 19, 1890, Hogg s ta ted  th a t h is  
p o l i t ic a l  career began before he a c tu a lly  was able to  p ra c tic e  law 
when he served the c it iz e n s  o f Quitman, Texas, as road overseer. In
37John A ll  Ison Rljckard, B r ie f  Biographies o f Brave Texans 
(D a lla s : Banks, Upshaw and Company, 1962), 276.
38Cotner, B iography, 68.
39All1son M ayfie ld  to  Ima Hogg, May 23, 1921, In te rv iew  Folder, 
Hogg C o lle c tio n .
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1873, he was e lected  ju s t ic e  o f  the  peace, p re c in c t I .  "The o f f ic e
I t s e l f  was In  a sense a lega l education, developing to  a keen po in t
h is  sense o f  ju s t ic e ;  I t  a lso brought him adm ira tion from those who
noted h is  de term ination to  see th a t the law was enforced and th a t
ju s t ic e  was rendered to  a l l  who entered h is  c o u r t. " 40
In the e le c tio n  o f  1878 Oran M. Roberts was e lected  governor
o f Texas; John Reagan was re -e le c te d  to  the United States House o f
Representatives; and James Stephen Hogg was e lected  county a tto rney
o f Wood county, Texas.
When James Hogg campaigned fo r  the o f f ic e  o f county a tto rn e y , 
he was 27 years o ld , an im press ive ly  e re c t 6 fe e t 3, and 
weighed something over 200 f irm  and muscular pounds. As he 
towered on the  speaker's p la tfo rm  he was a f ig u re  to  hold 
a tte n tio n  even before he opened h is  mouth; when he s ta rte d  
to  speak a tte n tio n  deepened, because most o f  h is  l is te n e rs  
found th a t they were b e lie v in g  every word he sa id , as he 
paid them the compliment, unusual fo r  the tim e, o f  d iscussing 
lo ca l issues w ith  d irectness and reasoned lo g ic .  The r in g in g  
slogan on which he campaigned— 'Enforce the Law1- -q u ic k ly  
became h is  estab lished tradem ark, but ju s t  as c h a ra c te r is t ic  
was the qu ick homespun w it  w ith  which he could answer hecklers 
who were p a rt and parcel o f  the rough-and-tumble p o l i t ic s  o f 
the e ra .4*
A t the end o f  h is  term as county a tto rn e y  1n 1880, he was 
e lected  d i s t r i c t  a tto rn e y  fo r  the seventh ju d ic ia l  d i s t r i c t .  He 
Incurred the 111 w i l l  o f  the lawless element— In d iv id u a ls  and corpora 
t lo n s —and the respect o f  the u p rig h t c it iz e n s  by h is  im p a rtia l 
enforcement o f  the law . * 2 " I t  was not long before the c it iz e n s  o f the 
s ta te  heard h is  fo rc e fu l o ra to ry  and the Issues which he championed
40Cotner, B iography, 69.
41 Ib id . ,  77.
^ C a ld w e ll W. Raines, (e d .) ,  Speeches and S tate Papers o f  
James Stephen Hogg (A us tin : S tate P ublish ing Company, 1905), 7.
1n th e ir  b e h a lf,"  and as a re s u lt  he was e lected  a tto rney  general 1n 
1886.*3
As c h ie f  le ga l o f f ic e r  o f  the s ta te , the a tto rn ey  general was 
empowered by the c o n s t itu t io n  to  in q u ire  In to  cha rte r r ig h ts  o f  p r i ­
vate corpora tions and, 1f  necessary, to  b ring  court ac tion  against 
any co rpora tion  to  prevent abuse o f  power. A fte r  tak ing  o f f ic e ,
A tto rney General Hogg brought s u its  aga inst fo r ty  "w ild  ca t" f i r e  
insurance companies, causing them to  cease opera tions; aga inst r a i l ­
roads fo rc in g  them to  re tu rn  th e ir  p r in c ip a l o ff ic e s  to  the s ta te  
in  accordance w ith  a recent law to  th a t e f fe c t ;  aga inst ra ilro a d  
companies, breaking up the Texas T ra f f ic  Association pooling combine, 
which s t i f le d  com pe tition ; aga inst ra ilro a d  companies 1n o rder to  
recover s ta te  land I l le g a l ly  granted fo r  s id ings  and sw itches; and 
aga inst ra ilro a d  companies to  attem pt to  h a lt  the p ra c tice  o f 
"w ate ring" s tock . 44
Hogg's experience as a lawyer In p r iv a te  p ra c tic e , county 
a tto rn e y , d i s t r i c t  a tto rn e y , and a tto rn ey  general sharpened h is  
fo re n s ic  s k i l l s .  This re su lte d  1n p a rt from the q u a lity  o f  oppos ition  
provided by the la rge  co rpora tion  lawyers. The cases which he t r ie d  
as a tto rney  general and the p u b l ic ity  a r is in g  from them caused wide­
spread popular oppos ition  to  the abuses by the ra ilro a d s . The s u its
43A lb e rt W oldert, A H is to ry  o f T y le r and Smith County, Texas 
(San Antonio: The Naylor Company, 19^5), o7.
^ R o b e rts , 281-282; and Ernest W. W inkler, "Progress and Reform, 
Frank W. Johnson's A H is to ry  o f  Texas, Eugene C. Barker (e d .) (Chicago: 
The American H1storTcal S o c ie ty , 1914j , Vol. I ,  603.
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"were regarded by the great body o f  the  people as evidence o f  a 
vigorous e f f o r t  on h is  p a rt to  p ro te c t th e ir  r ig h ts . " 45
Sawnie Robertson, Horace C h ilto n , and o th e r members o f  the
"T y le r Gang" urged Hogg to  en te r the 1890 campaign fo r  governor, but
he was re lu c ta n t to  campaign because o f cou rt s u its  th a t were pending
and suggested th a t Robertson run.
Robertson In s is te d  th a t ,  o f  the two o f  them, Hogg was much the 
more fo rc e fu l stump speaker, and he reminded him o f the  lo ya l 
fr ie n d s  a l l  over the s ta te  who were ready to  form Hogg Clubs 
and to  a s s is t campaign manager Horace C h ilton  In  ra is in g  funds. 
Hogg lis te n e d , but s t i l l  maintained th a t he could not leave M ;  
work (as a tto rn e y  general] to  campaign u n t i l  a f te r  the cou rt 
sessions 1n A p r i l ,  when the ra ilro a d  's id in g s  and sw itches' 
te s t  case would come up--wh1ch might be too la te  to  begin a 
campaign. When th ^ a s s e rte d  th a t they would speak fo r  him and 
c a rry  on the o rgan iza tion a l work u n t i l  the la t t e r  p a rt o f  A p r i l ,  
. . . Hogg agreed to  make the ra ce .4*>
James Stephen Hogg opened h is  campaign fo r  governor o f  Texas 1n Rusk,
Texas, A p r il 19, 1890.
Basic P rin c ip le s
Hogg's speaking throughout h is  career demonstrated h is  b e lie f  
1n th ree  basic p r in c ip le s : ( 1) devotion to  law and o rd e r, (2 ) f a i th
1n the wisdom and power o f the people, and (3) devotion to  the Demo­
c ra t ic  p a rty .
Devotion to  Law and Order
Hogg's speaking re fle c te d  a comnlttment to  the enforcement o f 
the law. This may have stemmed In  p a rt from the In fluence  o f  h is
45Roberts, 282.
45Cotner, B iography, 186.
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fa th e r 's  fe e lin g  fo r  law and o rder. In Wood county 1n the e a r ly  
1870's a group o f e x -so ld ie rs  was harassing the town. One o f the 
townsmen challenged James Hogg th a t 1 f he "possessed any o f  the t r a i t s  
o f  cha racte r which his fa th e r possessed he would jo in  him 1n an e f fo r t  
to  e s ta b lis h  law and order and p ro te c t the women and ch ild re n  o f the 
tow n."47 Together they were successful 1n subduing the band. La te r, 
a f te r  the desperados were re leased, In revenge one o f them shot James 
Hogg in  the back. This demonstrates the exten t o f  Hogg's b e lie f  1n 
th is  p a r t ic u la r  Ide a l.
As a small town e d ito r ,  Hogg stressed the need fo r  law and order. 
As he began to  campaign fo r  the e le c tiv e  posts which he he ld , the 
slogan, "Enforce the Law," continued to  be h is  trade mark and per­
s is te d  through h is  campaigns fo r  a tto rney  general and governor.48
As a tto rn ey  general he continued to  demonstrate h is  emphasis 
fo r  the need to  enforce the law. The number o f cou rt cases against 
the Insurance companies, the land ho ld ing companies, the drummers' 
asso c ia tion , and the ra ilro a d  Industry  a t te s t to  th is .  "Whenever he 
found out th a t the law was being v io la te d  . . .  he was going to  see 
th a t the v io la to rs  be brought to  ju s t ic e ,  because the C o n s titu tio n  
made 1t  h is  duty to  do so. " 49
This p r in c ip le  was evident 1n h is  speaking 1n the campaigns 
fo r  governor. At Rusk he declared th a t "before I accepted the p o s itio ns
47paiias Horning Hews. March 4, 1906.
4®Cotner, Biography. 77.
49Da11as Horning Hews, May 28, 1892.
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I  have held I  f u l l y  understood th a t my actions would be co n tro lle d  
by law. " 50 Then 1n his conclusion he expressed h is  " fe a lty  to  the law. 
N e ither sentim ent, personal ta s te  nor personal p r in c ip le s  co n tro l 
my conv ic tions  1n th is  re s p e c t.1'5  ^ His emphasis on th is  theme was 
strong and undoubtedly 1n p o l i t ic a l  c irc le s  enemies were made and 
misunderstandings occurred as a r e s u lt ;  however, Hogg declared 1n 
Bryan In  1892, " I  w i l l  continue to  go up to  the deadline when I t  comes 
to  en fo rc ing  the law 1f I t  makes every man, woman and c h ild  1n Texas 
mad. " 52 A t W ills  Po int h is  f in a l statement was "The people w i l l  ru le  
Texas. Enforce the law . " 53
F a ith  1n the Wisdom and Power o f  the People
Because o f the d i f f i c u l t  s trugg les  Hogg had 1n h is  e a r ly  l i f e ,  
having been orphaned a t age twelve and requ ired to  s trugg le  fo r  h is  
education and liv e lih o o d , he never fo rg o t the p l ig h t  o f  the working 
people. He demonstrated f a i t h  1n the people throughout h is  l i f e .
This p r in c ip le  appeared in  h is  ac tions  and In  h is  o ra to ry . He 
expla ined 1n h is  address a t Rusk, "2 have fa i t h  th a t the power o f p la in  
t ru th  w i l l  ca rry  con v ic tio n  aga inst the tu rb u le n t stream o f  p re jud ice  
over a r t fu l  so p h is tr ie s  and e s ta b lish  sound do c trines  1n the minds 
and hearts o f  an Independent, ju s t  and p a t r io t ic  people. Let fa c ts
s0Dallas Morning News, May 28, 1892.
51 Ib id . .
52Pallas Morning News, Ju ly  1, 1892.
53Pa1las Morning News. A p r il 22, 1892.
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be s ta te d , tru th s  to ld ,  the law exp la ined , a decent campaign made, 
and a c o rre c t v e rd ic t w i l l  be rendered."54 Judge J. B. T a rlto n  said 
th a t the "se c re t o f  the power o f  Governor Hogg la y  1n h is  earnestness 
and s in c e r ity ,  and h is  acute sympathy w ith  the a sp ira tio n s  and needs 
o f  the people who recognized him as a f r ie n d . "55 "H is hobby was 
f ig h t in g  the b a ttle s  o f  the Conanon Man."56 T a rlton  fu r th e r  noted 
th a t Hogg "always coupled h is  campaigns w ith  contentions fo r  the 
b e n e fit o f  the masses, behind which contentions he seemed to  seek 
to  hide h is  p e rs o n a lity , but In  r e a l i t y  most e f fe c t iv e ly  e xh ib ite d  
I t . "57
Hogg's speeches In d ica te  th a t he lik e d  and tru s te d  people.
A t Denison he began h is  speech by saying he always H kedto  get close 
to  the people.58 A t Galveston w h ile  In v it in g  the audience to  move 
nearer the p la tfo rm , he s a id , "There 1s a magnetism about you th a t 1 
l ik e .  I love to  have you close to  me. Come r ig h t  o n . "59 He was 
accustomed to  m ixing w ith  the people 1n hot o r cold weather and 
en joying 1 t . 60 A t Sherman he in d ica ted  th a t he tru s te d  the wisdom 
and power o f the people and would do what he could to  ca rry  ou t th e ir
54p a lla s  Morning News, A p r il 19, 1890.
55|Cennedy, 159.
56A. Garland A d a ir, Texas Governors (D a lla s : Highland 
H is to r ic a l Press, In c . ,  1961}, 26.
57Kennedy, 159.
58pa llas  Morning News. A p r il 26, 1892.
59pallas Morning Mews, May 15, 1892.
60Pallas Morning News, June 15, 1892.
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wishes. " I  have spent many a weary hour and many a sleep less n ig h t 
. . . to  c a rry  out the people 's w i l l .*'®1
Devotion to  the Democratic Party
Hogg was a staunch Democrat. His lo y a lty  to  the p a rty  was a 
re cu rr in g  theme In h is  o ra to ry . By 1890 Texas was e s s e n t ia lly  a one 
pa rty  s ta te , having been redeemed in  1873 w ith  the e le c tio n  o f  Gover­
nor Coke. Probably In fluenced by h is  fa th e r who was an ardent 
Democrat, Hogg's youth was spent 1n the assoc ia tion  o f  famous men 
o f  Texas h is to ry  who were a lso  Democrats. "W h ls tlin "  Jackson, 
newspaper e d ito r  a t  Rusk and e a r ly  employer o f  James Hogg, a lso 
In fluenced him 1n the Democratic p r in c ip le s  o f  econotw, t a r i f f ,  and 
fre e  coinage o f  s i lv e r .  In h is  guberna to ria l campaigns Hogg ta lke d  
o f h is  record, h is  steadfastness in  the f a i t h ,  h is  devotion to  the 
p a rty , and h is  obedience to  a l l  the pa rty  p la tfo rm s . 62
Hogg's connritment to  the p a rty  was demonstrated 1n a s t r i c t  
adherence to  the Democratic p la tfo rm . He considered 1t the on ly 
demand placed upon him. A t W ills  Point he s ta te d , " In  a l l  respects 
I have obeyed the demands o f  the people expressed through th e ir  p la t -  
form as they app lied  to  my o f f i c ia l  d u tie s . I ca rry  the p la tfo rm  
1n my pocket and am never w ithou t 1 t. I t  1s w e ll 1n these times o f  
p o l i t ic a l  a g ita t io n  fo r  a l l  gentlemen owing obedience to  our grand 
p a rty  to  re tu rn  to  th a t document now and then and read 1t . 6^ During
61 P a llas Morning News, A p r il 24, 1892.
62Pal1as Morning News, May 24, 1892.
^ D a lla s  Morning News. A p r il 22, 1892.
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h is  stump speeches he made frequent mention o f  the fa c t th a t he ca r­
r ie d  a copy o f  the  p la tfo rm  1n one pocket and the C o n s titu tio n  1n 
the o th e r . 64 The audience a t  Bryan was to ld  th a t he had "s le p t w ith  
a copy o f  the 'Santone p la tfo rm 1 fo r  f i f te e n  months," and the news­
man re p o rtin g  the speech Ind ica ted  th a t the copy was g e ttin g  ra th e r 
worn. 65 Hogg gained some support during the Cameron debate when he 
forced C lark to  admit th a t he d id  not vote fo r  the amendment which 
had been endorsed by the Democratic p la tfo rm . The Governor sarcas­
t i c a l l y  remarked, "He v io la te d  the Democratic p la tfo rm . You know he 
hated 1t . ’’66
These th ree  p r in c ip le s , devotion to  law and o rd e r, f a i t h  In 
the wisdom and power o f  the people, and devotion to  the Democratic 
p a r ty , form the background fo r  much o f  Hogg's speaking. He was not 
su b tle  1n the expression o f  them, and they formed an essen tia l element 
o f  h is  o ra to ry .
Speech Preparation
dames Hogg prepared a l l  o f  h is  major speeches 1n much the same 
fash ion . His method was to  (1 ) gather the da ta , (2 ) arrange the data, 
and (3) w r ite  the speech. The procedure was fo llow ed 1n the two 
guberna to ria l campaigns.
^ D a lla s  Homing News, May 5, 1892.
66Pallas Morning News. Ju ly  2 , 1892.
66Pallas Morning News. May 5, 1892.
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While preparing h is  Rusk speech. Hogg wrote numerous le t te r s  
to  people across the  s ta te  seeking In fo rm a tion . An examination o f  
h is  papers suggests th a t he sought the fa c ts  regard ing each o f  the 
Issues 1n h is  campaign. This le t te r - w r i t in g ,  fa c t-g a th e rin g  tech­
nique was e sse n tia l since h is  o ra to ry  was so dependent upon lo g ic a l 
appeals 1n the e a r ly  p a rt o f  each campaign. Because ra ilro a d  reform  
was h is  ce n tra l Issue and there  were 52 ra ilro a d s  opera ting w ith in  
the s ta te , each keeping I t s  own records, 1t was necessary fo r  Hogg 
to  ob ta in  the needed In form ation  In  th is  manner. A lso , since r a i l ­
road abuse was a prominent question , 1t  was Im perative th a t he ob ta in  
unbiased da ta , p a r t ic u la r ly  the actua l ra tes  charged the sh ipper.
The le t te r s  were to  the p o in t,  asking fo r  s p e c if ic  Informa­
t io n .  For example, 1n h is  le t t e r  to  A. M. C arter o f  Fort Worth, 
he requested "accurate In fo rm ation  g iv in g  the comparative f re ig h t  
ra tes  from and to  F o rt Worth on corn , wheat, f lo u r ,  co tton  and hay; 
and a lso the lo ca l and In te rs ta te  ra tes  showing d is c r im in a tio n  In 
favo r o f  fo re ig n  over lo ca l manufactured a r t ic le s ."® 7  He requested 
s im ila r  In fo rm a tion  from T y le r , D a lla s , Waco, M lneola, and o the r 
p laces. 68 In  each case he asked th a t care be taken to  Insure the
67James S. Hogg to  A. M. C a rte r, F o rt Worth, Texas, March 29, 
1890, A tto rney G eneral's L e tte r Press, A rch ives, A u s tin , Texas.
68James S. Hogg to  George Todd, Je ffe rso n , Texas, A p r il 12, 1890; 
to  George T. Bonner, T y le r , Texas, A p r il 12, 1890; to  Honorable R. B. 
Levy, J r . ,  Longview, Texas, A p r il 12, 1890; to  Henry G. Askew, T y le r, 
Texas, March 29, 1890; to  B. B. Crane, T y le r , Texas, March 29, 1890; 
to  A. C. Prendergast, Waco, Texas, March 29, 1890; to  Sam H. Cox,
T y le r, Texas, March 29, 1890; to  Jot Gunther, D a llas , Texas, March 29, 
1890; to  J. D. Moody, T y le r, Texas, March 29, 1890; A tto rney General's 
L e tte r  Press, A rch ives, A u s tin , Texas.
71
accuracy o f  the  data. He charged R. B. Kuhtman o f  Mlneola to  "p re ­
pare 1 t so 1 t w i l l  'h o ld  w a te r , ’ as I s h a ll want to  use I t . " * 9
As incumbent governor In  1892, he had access to  the Informa­
t io n  from s ta te  agencies. Since the establishm ent o f  the Railroad 
Commission 1n June, 1891, th e ir  f i r s t  charge was to  gather data on 
the operation o f every ra ilro a d  1n Texas which Included f in a n c ia l 
and opera tiona l m a te ria l. This data was a lso a t the Governor's 
d isposa l.
Speech W ritin g
At the beginning o f  each campaign Hogg prepared an opening 
speech w r it te n  In long hand o r d ic ta te d  to  h is  secre tary  o r steno­
grapher. Several o f  h is  speeches 1n h is  own handw riting are 1n the 
Archives o f  the U n iv e rs ity  o f  Texas L ib ra ry  1n A ustin . These i n i t i a l  
speeches then formed h is  p o s it io n  on the Issues In  the campaign. The 
arguments were then committed to  memory and became "conmon places" 
fo r  reference 1n h is  la te r  speeches.
These speeches were c a re fu lly  ed ited  by Hogg fo r  c la r i t y  and 
were p rin te d  and c irc u la te d  throughout the  s ta te . Pamphlets o f  the 
addresses were d is tr ib u te d ; newspapers p rin te d  them 1n th e ir  e n t ire ty .  
His la te r  speeches co n s titu te d  a restatement o f  the I n i t i a l  ones— In 
1890, h is  Rusk speech and 1n 1892, h is  W ills  P o in t speech--w1th the 
exception o f  the Dallas speech, October 1, 1692, which In it ia te d  h is 
campaign fo r  e le c tio n  a f te r  h is  nom ination.
69James S. Hogg to  R. B. Kuhtman, M lneola, Texas, March 19, 
1890, A tto rney G eneral's L e tte r Press, A rch ives, A u s tin , Texas.
D elive ry
72
Appearance
As James Hogg began h is  canvass fo r  governor 1n 1890 h is  
appearance was Impressive. Standing s ix  fe e t th ree  Inches t a l l ,  
weighing over 250 pounds w ith  a broad body frame, he was able to  
gain a tte n tio n  even before he spoke. 70 By th is  time hts brown h a ir  
was beginning to  th in  and recede from the h a ir  l in e ;  h is  f u l l  beard 
was beginning to  gray fram ing h is  round face. His good natured 
p e rso n a lity  was evident 1n h is  blue eyes th a t  squinted from frequent 
laugh te r. Although he was described by the press as "w e igh ty"7  ^ and 
Mb e l1ycose ,"£ lc ] 72 he dressed w e ll and presented a "handsome 
presence. " 73
Hogg possessed a p e rso n a lity  to  match h is  s ta tu re . George 
C la rk , h is  opponent 1n 1892, sa id he "was a rugged, s ta lw a rt In d i­
v idua l w ith  many good a tt r ib u te s  and many bad ones. He had the 
power o f dominating h is  fo llo w e rs  th a t I have never seen exce lled  
In  any p u b lic  man, and h is  In fluence  was dominant and c o n tro ll in g  
1n every measure. " 74 Cotner, Hogg's b iographer, c ite s  an In te rv ie w  
w ith  Mrs. E. C. D ickinson who was present a t one o f  the Hogg-Clark
70Cotner, Biography, 77.
71 P a ll as Morning News, May 27, 1892.
72Pal1as Morning Hews, May 19, 1892.
73Salveston D a lly  News. June 28, 1894.
74George C. C la rk , A Glance Backward (Houston: Rein & Sons 
Company, nd ), 88.
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debates; she concluded, "He was not a fra id  o f  anyth ing. . . . Some­
times t a l l ,  b ig  men have no th ing to  back up th e ir  s ize  w ith ,  but 
Governor Hogg had a comnandlng presence and p le n ty  o f  I n te l le c t  and 
characte r w ith  I t . " 7® Raines emphasized th is  by describ ing  Hogg as 
Ha s t r ik in g  in d iv id u a l ity .  He 1s undoubtedly eloquent. He has 
strong personal magnetism. His very appearance on the p la tfo rm  
e le c t r i f ie s  the whole audience w ith  enthusiasm and the b a tt le  1s h a lf  
won before a word 1s spoken. As a stump speaker he, perhaps, has 
no equal in  the s ta te . " 76
Voice
Hogg's daughter s ta ted  th a t he had no traces o f reg iona lism  
1n h is  pronuncia tion  and maintained a f l e x i b i l i t y  and a d a p ta b ility  
In  h is  voice th a t con tribu ted  to  h is  e ffe c tive n e ss . She fu r th e r  
Ind ica ted  th a t e a r ly  1n l i f e  Hogg was taught by McEachern how to  
use h is  voice "p ro p e r ly ."  He had a resonant ba ritone  vo ice , was 
taught to  s ig h t read shaped musical notes, and enjoyed s in g in g . 77 
He had a strong vo ice. In 1882 he had h is  f i r s t  o p p o rtun ity  to  
appear as a delegate before the Democratic s ta te  convention and 1n 
a c le a r  vo ice could be heard by a l l . 78 When he de live red  h is  accept­
ance speech a f te r  re ce iv in g  the nomination fo r  a tto rn ey  genera l,
75Cotner, Biography, 290.
76Raines, Speeches. 8 .
77M1 ss Ima Hogg, a telephone In te rv ie w , Ju ly  11, 1974.
78Galveston D a lly  News, Ju ly  19, 1882.
" a l l  could hear the no m in ee ."^  Most o f  h is  campaign speeches were 
de live red  outdoors and ra re ly  was he d i f f i c u l t  to  hear. A t Rusk,
A p r il 19, 1890, as he began h is  campaign fo r  governor, over 3,000 
people were gathered 1n a grove to  hear him speak. "People had to  
s tra in  to  catch the remarks o f the In tro d u c to ry  speakers, but J1m 
Hogg's s tron g , c le a r vo ice ca rr ie d  to  the most d is ta n t . " 80 In h is 
Inaugural address 1n 1891 h is  vo ice was described as " f i rm . " 81 A t 
the Hogg-Clark debate a t Cleburne In  1892, p a rt o f  the grandstand, 
which had been h a s t i ly  b u i l t  to  accommodate the la rge  crowd, co llapsed. 
"Governor Hogg's presence o f  mind and strong voice helped g re a tly  
to  re s to re  o rder and calm. 1,82 To those who had to  move and feared 
they could no longer hear, Hogg remarked th a t he could ta lk  loud 
enough fo r  them to  hear him 800 yards away.88 He then proceeded w ith  
h is  speech 1n what the Fort Worth Gazette ca lle d  "h is  s te n to ria n  v o ic e ."
Another example o f  h is  personal magnetism and vocal Impact 
occurred a f te r  he l e f t  p u b lic  l i f e .  At the Democratic s ta te  con- 
ventlon 1n Waco,
he was b a t t l in g  fo r  h is  amendments to  the C o n s titu tio n , Invo lv in g  
the a n t1- fre e  pass and fo rb id d in g  the use o f corporate funds fo r  
p o l i t ic a l  purposes o r m ain ta in ing a lobby a t A u s tin , he was op­
posed by the most v io le n t and tu rb u le n t oppos ition  th a t ever a 
p a t r io t  o r statesman encountered. When the committee f in a l l y
^G a lveston  Hews, August 13, 1886. 
®°6a1veston News. A p ril 20, 1890.
81Cotner, Biography. 220.
82Ib id . ,  291.
88Young-Bailey L e tte r.
8*F o rt Worth Gazette, May 5, 1892.
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reported , a f te r  being ou t a whole day, the m a jo r ity  was s i le n t  
on the  amendments, w h ile  the m in o rity  advocated them. He arose 
before th a t body, which was how ling, screeching and y e l l in g  a t 
him u n t i l  he could not be heard.
Calmly he stood before them. . . .  He regarded the seething
mass fe a r le s s ly  and d aun tless ly , . . . u n t i l  they qu ie ted down 
and h is  voice could be heard. His combined manhood and eloquence 
procured the adoption o f  the m in o rity  re p o r t.®5
Method o f  D e live ry
When Hogg spoke he 11 Iced to  have the people close to  him and 
on numerous occasions he In v ite d  h is  audience to  move nearer the 
p la tfo rm . He thoroughly enjoyed g e ttin g  before the people and ta lk in g  
about h is  programs. He d is lik e d  speaker's stands o r anything th a t 
would get between him and the people.
Hogg made advantageous use o f h is s ize  through h is  comnents
and h is  good humor, and I t  d id  not d e tra c t from his a c tiv e  movement,
gestures, o r animation on the p la tfo rm . On several occasions he 
would a c tu a lly  mimic and pantomime such people as Sam Houston and 
George C lark.
He de live red  h is  speeches extemporaneously; but when he needed 
some fa c t  o r date he was no t sure o f ,  he would re fe r  to  h is  small 
pocket ledger book which contained p e rtin e n t fa c ts ,  f ig u re s , dates, 
and shipp ing ra tes th a t he needed from time to  tim e. I t  a lso con* 
ta lned the names o f people a t d if fe re n t  stops 1n the campaign who 
might serve h is  purpose.
®5Pa11as Morning News, March 5, 1906.
Surma ry
James Stephen Hogg was bom In to  a fa m ily  where p u b lic  serv ice  
was a way o f  l i f e .  Early he recognized the need fo r  o ra to r ic a l s k i l ls .  
Hogg acquired these s k i l ls  on a lim ite d  basis 1n formal In s tru c t io n ; 
neverthe less, he continued on h is  own to  p o lish  and Improve. The 
In fluence o f  the Im portant men 1n Texas, various teachers and associa tes, 
and h is  jo u r n a l is t ic  experiences prepared him fo r  a l i f e  o f  p u b lic  
se rv ice . He was successful 1n h is  campaigns fo r  the o f f ic e  o f  governor 
o f  Texas 1n 1890 and 1892. The ro le  th a t h is  o ra to r ic a l a b i l i t y  had 
1n those e le c tio n s  Is assessed In  th is  study.
CHAPTER IV
AUDIENCES AND OCCASIONS 
Audience 1890
In order to  understand the audiences to  whom Hogg spoke, i t  
Is  necessary to  analyze the soc ia l and p o l i t ic a l  fa c to rs  a ffe c t in g  
the Texas vo te rs.
Social Factors
The re l ig io n  and education o f  the Texas vo te r were two soc ia l 
fa c to rs  which a ffe c te d  Hogg's campaign s tra te g y . Early Texas schools 
were lo ca l p r iv a te  In s t i tu t io n s  and were o fte n  dependent upon the 
wealth o f  the community. The Texas p u b lic  school system was estab­
lishe d  and the permanent school fund set up by the f i f t h  le g is la tu re ,  
January 31, 1854. This system developed s low ly  because o f  the 
In te rru p tio n  by the C1v1l War and the Reconstruction P e riod .
With a s ta te  popu la tion o f 818,579 In  1870, there  was a school 
popu la tion o f  229,568 o r approxim ately 28%. Twenty years la te r  
545,616 ch ild re n  between the ages o f 8 and 16 attended p u b lic  schools 
w ith  a s ta te  expenditure o f  $2,182,464 fo r  education.^ This In d i­
cates th a t approxim ately 25% o f  the s ta te 's  popu la tion was e n ro lle d
Hexas Almanac. 1969 , 584.
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In  p u b lic  education. I t  may be concluded th a t the m a jo r ity  o f  Texas 
vo te rs 1n 1890 had a t le a s t a basic education; however, the concept 
o f  education was growing. People wanted a b e tte r  education fo r  th e ir  
c h ild re n  than they had received.
Higher education was s t i l l  1n I ts  In fancy 1n the s ta te . The 
farm ers' co lle g e s , Texas A g r ic u ltu ra l and Mechanical College fo r  w h ite  
students and P ra ir ie  View A g r ic u ltu ra l and Mechanical College fo r  
black s tudents, were estab lished 1n 1876. Texas A&M had an e n ro l l­
ment o f  272 In  1890,2 ancj p ra ir ie  View ASM had 180.3 The U n iv e rs ity  
o f  Texas located 1n A ustin  was estab lished 1n 1883, and fo r  i t s  1890 
school year had an enro llm ent o f  204.4 P riva te  u n iv e rs it ie s  and c o l­
leges were estab lished  by re lig io u s  groups. The o ld e s t o f  these 
were Baylor U n iv e rs ity  1n Waco estab lished  by the B a p tis t Church and 
Southwestern U n iv e rs ity  1n Georgetown estab lished by the Methodist 
Church. 5
One o f  the most Im portant soc ia l forces in  postwar Texas was 
the emergence o f  the churches. The P resbyterian , Ep iscopalian, 
Lutheran, and Roman C a tho lic  churches were m ostly confined to  the 
towns; but the Methodists and the ra p id ly  growing B a p tis t church 
had a g re a te r in fluence  1n the  ru ra l areas. Five hundred B a p tis t
2 j .  0 . Lane, "H is to ry  o f the Educational System o f Texas,"
A Comprehensive H is to ry  o f  Texas, 1685 to  1897, Dudley G. Wooten (e d .) ,
3Ib 1 d ., 463.
4 lb 1 d ., 450.
5Ib1d ,, 469.
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congregations ex is te d  1n I8606 and by 1894 th is  number had grown to  
3,881 congregations. The eleven re lig io u s  denominations l is te d  In 
1894 had a combined church membership o f  694,370.?
The ru ra l areas seldom had church b u ild in g s  o r f u l l - t im e
m in is te rs ; they were served by c i r c u i t  preachers and camp ga therings.
Church meetings were as much so c ia l as Id e o lo g ic a l. They were 
held 1n open groves o r brush arbors. Here fa m ilie s  came from 
m iles around, dressed In  Sunday best. They Included suppers, 
bazaars, and basket p a r t ie s ; they la s te d  a l l  day, w ith  re lig io u s  
serv ices 1n the morning and a t n ig h t. There were two-hour 
sermons, d e live re d  by c i r c u i t  r id e rs  o r lo ca l laymen; men and 
women lis te n e d  from separate benches. Here women and g i r ls ,  
starved fo r  companionship o f th e ir  own k in d , could grasp a t news 
and gossip , and men discussed crops, common problems, and p o l i t ic s .  
This meeting was the on ly  place la rge  numbers o f  people ever 
assembled re g u la r ly  on the harsh f r o n t ie r .  The enormous, s o c ia l­
iz in g ,  t r ib a l  e f fe c t  on thought and custom Is  e a s ily  understood. 
What was discussed, and thundered from the crude p u lp its ,  set 
the moral standard and much o f  the th in k in g  o f farm ing Texans 
across the whole f r o n t ie r . 8
The Texas fanners l iv e d  1n dread o f the acts  o f  Gk>d--ra1n, d ro u th , and
Insects . T he ir re l ig io n  taught them to  su rv ive  and to  endure.
Another s ig n if ic a n t  soc ia l fa c to r  was the d iv e rs ity  o f  e th n ic  
groups. The ra c ia l breakdown o f  the  popu la tion  showed 63% o f  the 
people were n a tive  bom w h ites ; blacks had decreased In  number from 
30% o f the to ta l  popu la tion  1n 1860 to  22% 1n 1890. Foreign born 
res iden ts  and those n a tive  bom o f  fo re ig n  parents comprised 15% o f 
the p o pu la tion .9 In  th is  group was Included 125,262 German 1m1grants
®Fehrenbach, 599.
7Vfooten, 818.
8Fehrenbach, 600.
9Roscoe Coleman M a rtin , The Peopled  Party 1n Texas (A us tin : 
U n iv e rs ity  o f  Texas Press, 1933), 89.
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plus those o f  Mexican o r ig in . 10 The percentage o f  b lack vo te rs In 
Texas was considerably less than 1n o ther southern s ta te s , and d is ­
franchisement had not ye t become a r e a l i t y  by 1890; nevertheless 
Negro vo te rs  represented a b lock o f  votes to  be c a re fu lly  considered 
by any candidate. The la rge  number o f  Mexican and German vo te rs was 
a lso a fa c to r  to  be considered In  Texas p o l i t ic s  1n 1890 and 1892.
P o li t ic a l Factors
The voters 1n 1890 were faced w ith  two dec is ions: (1) they had 
to  accept o r re je c t  an amendment to  the Texas C o n s titu tio n  empowering 
the le g is la tu re  to  create a ra ilro a d  coirvnlsslon and ( 2 ) I f  the  amend­
ment passed, the e le c to ra te , by i t s  choice o f  governor, would decide 
the type o f commission to  be es tab lished . The candidates defended 
three p o s itio n s  regard ing a commission. Hogg advocated a p lenary o r 
s trong ra te  making commission. His oppos ition  favored on one hand, 
a lim ite d  o r adv iso ry  comn1ss1on, and on the o th e r, re je c t io n  o f the 
amendment and the conmlsslon Idea.
Land Commissioner Richard Hall entered the race advocating a 
lim ite d  commission. He expected strong support from the northern 
panhandle p o rtio n  o f  the s ta te . Since he was more a n t1-Hogg than 
p ro - ra ilro a d , he d id  not get the support o f  the ra ilro a d  fa c t io n ,  
he withdrew before the convention. 11
10Terry G. Jordan, German Seed 1n Texas S o il (A us tin : Univer­
s i t y  o f  Texas Press, 1966), $7.
^ C o tn e r, Biography, 201.
Lieutenant Governor Thomas Benton Wheeler was ten years o ld e r 
than Hogg, a Confederate veteran, and former mayor o f  A ustin . He 
had a lso served as d i s t r i c t  judge 1n Breckenrldge fo r  s ix  years before 
becoming lie u te n a n t governor. According to  M s b iographer, "He was 
a s t r ik in g  f ig u re ,  t a l l  and slender, w ith  the goatee and handle-bar 
mustache th a t co n s titu te d  the fash ionable symbol o f  the Southern 
colond. " 12 In an e f fo r t  to  gain popular support he advocated passage 
o f  the amendment and the c rea tion  o f  a commission, but not a plenary 
one.
James Throckmorton, a United States congressman and former 
governor known throughout the s ta te  as "Old Leathercoa t," favored 
lim ite d  re g u la tio n  and was supported by the ra ilro a d  In te re s ts  and 
George C lark. In a speech a t Honey Grove he sa id , "The p r in t in g  and 
b ind ing o f  textbooks can be done by the s ta te . " 13 Obviously an 
attem pt to  get A llia n c e  votes, he was proposing a step toward soc ia lism  
which the voters would not accept, a major blunder. He withdrew from 
the race, g iv in g  111 hea lth  as h is  reason.
A fte r  Throckmorton's withdrawal the Galveston D a lly  News 
urged George C lark to  "keep a l iv e  the Democratic fa i th "  and work to  
de fea t Hogg, whom they termed "the ty ra n t"  and the "L u c ife r"  In  the 
ra ilro a d 's  Eden.14 C lark refused to  run but d id  organize anti-Hogg 
clubs which he ca lle d  "C lark Business C lubs." The major s tra tegy  
employed was b lo o d y -s h lr t o ra to ry .
12Ib 1d . .  189.
13Pal1as Morning News. A p ril 26, 1890.
14Galveston D a lly  News, May 1, 1890.
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The C lark forces persuaded Judge Gustave Cook o f  Houston 
to  replace Throckmorton. A Confederate colonel who had lo s t  h is  leg 
In  the war, he was the f in a l e f f o r t  by the C lark forces to  stop Hogg.
As characte rized by h is  b iographer, "Cook was an ea rnest, e loquent, 
ant1-proh1b1t1on1st, but never took a d r in k . He swore and was 
p e r fe c t ly  unconscious th a t he was doing so y e t he be lieved profoundly 
in  the fundamentals o f  the C h ris tia n  fa i t h ,  and was able to  defend 
1 t w ith  persuasive lo g ic  and t h r i l l i n g  eloquence. 1,15 In h is  opening 
speech a t Kyle, Hays county, 1n June o f 1890, Cook chastised Hogg 
fo r  review ing h is  accomplishments: " I  can on ly  imagine how exuberant
must be the jo y  one fe e ls  when he can re c ite  . . .  a se ries  o f  v ic ­
to r ie s  over 'th e  w o rld , the f le s h  and the d e v i l '  and p a rt and smack 
h is  11ps over what appears to  him to  be an e a s ie r task than fa l l in g  
o f f  a lo g , v is :  running the s ta te  government o f  Texas. . . . For me 
the exercise o f  the mighty powers en trusted to  my keeping by the 
people c a rr ie s  w ith  1t  such a sense o f re s p o n s ib il i ty  to  m yse lf, my 
country and my God th a t I trem ble a t  the con tem pla tion . " ^ 6 Cook's 
a llu s io n  to  "tre m b lin g " a t the task came back to  haunt him and many 
f e l t  he was not strong enough to  be the g o ve rn o rJ7
The b lo o d y -s h ir t o ra to ry  a lso  hu rt the C lark fo rce s , because 
the Hogg fa m ily  had been w e ll known as staunch supports o f  the Confed­
eracy. Many o f the young Democratic leaders were, l ik e  James Hogg,
^6Norman G. K l t t r e l l ,  Governors Who Have Been and Other Public 
Men o f  Texas (Houston: Dealy-Adey-Elgln Company, *1921), lOfT
16Ga1vcston D a lly  Hews. June 6, 1890.
* 7Cotner, Biography, 204.
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too young to  have served In  the war. Such o ld e r men as Frank Lubbock 
and A. W. T e rre ll resented C la rk 's  ta c t ic s . 18 Cook's name was sub­
m itted  to  the convention; however, when he fa i le d  to  be supported by 
h is  own H a rris  county, he w ithdrew.
Although people from a l l  economic le v e ls , a l l  businesses, a l l  
voca tions, a l l  e th n ic  and re lig io u s  backgrounds made up Hogg's audiences 
when he stumped the s ta te  in  1890, the m a jo r ity  o f  h is  lis te n e rs  were 
a rg1c u l tu r a l ly  o r ie n te d , educated to  a modest degree, fundam enta lists 
In  re l ig io n ,  and p o l i t i c a l l y  conserva tive .
Audience 1892
During Governor Hogg's f i r s t  term l i t t l e  change was evident 
In  the so c ia l cond ition s  o f the s ta te ; however, several p o l i t ic a l  
events tran sp ire d  th a t were to  have a s ig n if ic a n t  impact on h is  1892 
audiences: ( 1) the ra ilro a d  coimilsslon b i l l ' s  passage by the le g is ­
la tu re  and the  Conm1ss1on's c re a tio n , (2) the In ju n c tio n  tem pora rily  
re s tra in in g  the  work o f the R ailroad Cortmlsslon, (3) the Democratic 
convention, and (4) the heated oppos ition  by the press to  Hogg and 
h is  p o lic ie s .
Texas R ailroad Commission
When James Hogg was Inaugurated governor, he had a mandate 
from the people o f Texas by the overwhelming vote fa vo rin g  an amendment 
to  Section 2, A r t ic le  X o f  the 1876 Texas C o n s titu tio n . The A r t ic le  
w ith  the amendment underlined read as fo llo w s :
18Cotner, Biography, 202.
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Railroads heretofore constructed, o r th a t may be he rea fte r 
constructed 1n th is  S ta te , are hereby declared to  be pub lic  
highways, and ra ilro a d  companies common c a rr ie rs . The 
le g is la tu re  sha ll pass laws to  co rre c t abuses and prevent 
un just d isc rim in a tio n  and e x to rtio n  1n the rates o f f re ig h t 
and passenger t a r i f f s  on the d if fe re n t  ra ilro a d s  1n th is  
S ta te ; and sha ll from time to  time pass laws es tab lish ing  
reasonable maximum rates o f  charges fo r  the tran spo rta tion  
o f passengers and fre ig h t  on said ra ilro a d s , and enforce a l l  
such laws w ith  adequate p e n a ltie s ; and to  the fu r th e r  accomp­
lishment o f these ob jects and purposes may provide and 
e s ta b l1sh~all re q u is ite  means and agencies, InvestecTwlth 
such powers as may be~cTeemed adequate and advTsable. ^
On the th ird  day o f the regu la r session o f the le g is la tu re  
1n 1891, J. M. Mel son Introduced a b i l l  1n the House provid ing fo r  the 
c rea tion  o f a commission. Several o ther commission b i l l s  were In tro ­
duced Inc lud ing  those by Cone Johnson, Hiram Garwood, and o the rs . 20 
The House and the Senate passed b i l l s  th a t had l i t t l e  In contnon. The 
f ig h t  was over the power the commission should have and whether i t s  
members should be appointed or e le c te d .2  ^ A jo in t  sub-committee was 
appointed and reported a b i l l  to  the House and Senate, a watered 
down version o f what the staunch supporters o f  the commission wanted.
M artin M. Crane, the lie u te na n t governor, described the events 
th a t fo llow ed.
Governor Hogg turned to  me 1n h is  brusque way and wanted to  
know 1 f I  had read th is  su b s titu te  commission b i l l .  I answered 
In the a ff irm a tiv e . He asked me how I lik e d  1t. I to ld  him 
I d id  not l ik e  1 t. He re p lie d  he d id  not l ik e  1t a t a l l  and 
th a t 'he could d rive  a coach and fo u r through the middle o f 
1 t. . . . by ga tH ns, I w i l l  take a hand 1n th is  m atter from 
th is  time on n y s e lf . ' . . .  He ca lle d  several meetings w ith
19Gifnnel, Vol. IX , 1199.
20Ba1ley Papers, 274.
21 Kennedy, 127-128.
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Judge Simpkins, A. W. T e r re l l ,  Judge Brown, and rryse lf. . . .
We took as a guide the several op in ions o f  the Supreme Court
In  the case o f Railway Company vs. S tate o f  Minnesota. . . .
The actua l phraseology o f  the b i l l  was m ostly th a t o f  Governor
Hogg.**
The b i l l  was passed and the Texas R ailroad Corrrrfsslon was estab lished 
in  June, 1891.
Governor Hogg appointed John Reagan chairman o f  the commission; 
he had been persuaded to  res ign  h is  United States Senate seat to  
accept the post. L. L. Foster, former comnlssloner o f  insurance, 
s t a t is t ic s ,  and h is to ry ,  former head o f the s ta te  department o f  a g r i­
c u ltu re , and a man very knowledgable concerning ra ilro a d  a f fa i r s ;  
and W illiam  P. McLean, a lawyer, Confederate veteran, former congress­
man and judge, made up the remainder o f  the Commission.
Railroad Convnisslon Court Case
In an e f f o r t  to  b lock the opera tion  o f the R ailroad Commission, 
s ix  s u its  were brought sim ultaneously before Judge Andrew P. McCormick 
In  United States D is t r ic t  Court 1n D a lla s , Ju ly  20, 1892. These s u its  
questioned the v a l id i t y  o f  the Commission and charged th a t the ra tes  
se t were c o n fis ca to ry . Brought by ra ilro a d  companies or th e ir  cred­
i to r s  aga inst John Reagan and the Commission, these co n s titu te d  te s t  
cases. A fte r  hearing testim ony on both sides fo r  ten days, Judge 
McCormick said the case would not be decided h u r r ie d ly .23 In  h is  
de c is io n , de live red  August 22, the judge enjo ined the Texas Railroad
^ L e t t e r  from M artin  M. Crane to  George B a ile y , Ju ly  23,
1923, B a iley  Papers, 276-277.
2 3 Dal las Morning Hews, Ju ly  31, 1892.
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Commission from s e tt in g  ra te s . This a c tio n  e f fe c t iv e ly  c u r ta ile d  the 
work o f  the Commission. The judge was c r i t ic iz e d  fo r  de lay ing the 
dec is ion  u n t i l  a f te r  the Democratic s ta te  convention and fo r  men­
t io n in g  Governor Hogg as a reason fo r  h is  d e c is io n , thus In vo lv in g  the 
ju d ic ia ry  In  p o l i t i c s .^ 4
A tto rney General Culberson Immediately appealed th is  ru l in g .  
The case, John H. Reagan e t . a l . vs . The Farmers' Loan and T rust 
Company e t . a l . ,  argued before the United States Supreme Court 
A p r il 2 -5 , 1894, questioned the c o n s t itu t io n a lity  o f  the ra ilro a d  
commission law. In  d e liv e r in g  the C ourt's  unanimous de c is ion ,
May 26, 1894, Jus tice  Brewer s ta te d :
There can be no doubt o f  the general power o f  a s ta te  to  regu­
la te  the fa res and fre ig h ts  which may be charged and received 
by ra ilro a d  and o ther c a r r ie rs ,  and th a t th is  re g u la tio n  can 
be c a rr ie d  on by means o f  a commission. Such a commission 1s 
merely an a d m in is tra tiv e  board created by the s ta te  as expressed 
by I t s  le g is la t io n .  . . . No v a lid  o b je c tio n , th e re fo re , can be 
made on account o f  the general fea tu res o f  th is  a c t;  those by 
which the s ta te  has created the ra ilro a d  commission and en­
tru s te d  I t  w ith  the duty o f p re sc rib in g  ra tes and fares and 
fre ig h ts  as w e ll as o ther reg u la tio ns  fo r  the  management o f 
the ra ilro a d s  o f the s ta te . 25
In th is  dec is ion  the Court declared the Texas ra ilro a d  com­
mission law c o n s t itu t io n a l;  however, 1t  ru led  th a t the ra tes a lready 
se t were too low fo r  the ra ilw a y  companies to  fun c tion  and must, 
th e re fo re , be Increased. The twenty-one months th a t the In ju n c tio n  
was 1n fo rce  provided time fo r  the Commission to  work on the
^ D a lla s  Morning News, August 23, 1892.
25John H. Reagan vs. Farmers' Loan and Trust Company (154
US 394).
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monumental task o f gathering the data necessary fo r  determ ining rates 
equ ita b le  to  the ra ilro a d  Industry  and the people o f Texas.
The State Democratic Convention
Even before the Democratic s ta te  convention 1n Houston,
August 16, a p a rty  s p l i t  was rumored. The Dallas News s ta ted on the 
eve o f the convention th a t,  "The c r is is  Is  near, the great culm ina­
t io n  o f  one o f the most a c tiv e  and most e x c it in g  campaigns in  the 
p o l i t ic a l  h is to ry  o f  Texas 1s a t hand. " 26 No h a ll was la rge  enough 
to  accomnodate the people; th e re fo re , the convention was held 1n a 
b u ild in g  constructed to  house s tre e t-c a rs , thus g iv in g  r is e  to  the 
name "ca r barn" o r "ca r s ta b le " convention. S h o rtly  a f te r  the body 
was c a lle d  to  order by Web F in le y , Chairman o f  the Executive Committee, 
and began the duty o f  e le c tin g  a temporary chairman by the t ra d it io n a l 
method o f  a r o l l  c a l l vote o f the de legates, the C lark forces 
objected and demanded a voice vote. The demand grew out o f  th e ir  
s tra te g y  to  s p l i t  the votes in  th e ir  county de legations in to  h a lf  
votes a llow ing  more men In to  the assemply in  o rder to  win a voice 
vote.
When th e ir  o b je c tion  to  the r o l l  c a l l vote was dec lined , there
developed a co n fro n ta tio n , described by an eye w itness, former
Governor Roberts, as fo llo w s :
an inconceivable uproar, men standing on c h a irs , waving hats 
and canes, curs ing and swearing, r e v i l in g  the chairman and 
each o th e r, and engaging 1n a scene o f  tumultuous v io lence 
and r io to u s  d iso rder beyond d e s c rip tio n . The r o l l - c a l l
26Pallas Morning News, August 14, 1892.
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proceeded and Mr. Shepard $  Hogg delegate] was declared temporary 
chairman. In  the meanwhile the o th e r fa c tio n  had put the e le c tio n  
o f Mr. Lane (? C lark delegate] to  a v iva  voce vote and declared 
him e lec ted . There were In d ica tio n s  o f  a s tru g g le  fo r  the pos­
session o f  the speaker's stand, and 1n the exc ited  con d ition  o f  
the delegates serious v io lence was on ly  averted by the presence 
o f  mind and firmness o f  a few men.27
P rio r to  the 9 p.m. general assembly, a fence was erected 
c lo s in g  o f f  the open side o f the car barn and p rov id ing  a means o f 
checking c re d e n tia ls . "The C lark fa c tio n  appeared a t the convention 
h a ll prom ptly a t 9 o 'c lo c k . . . . The Hogg sergeant-at-arm s ass is ted  
by the c i t y  marshall and several policemen was ho ld ing the entrances 
and denied admission to  a l l  who d id  no t have the reg u la r badges Issued 
by the Democratic S tate Executive Committee. " 28 E a r lie r  In the day 
the C lark caucus had voted to  refuse to  wear "any badges o f  se rv itude " 
o r ,  as one delegate c a lle d  them, "marks o f  s la v e ry ."2® Since they 
had destroyed th e ir  badges, they were denied access to  the convention 
h a ll and re tre a te d  to  Turner H a ll where, on the fo llo w in g  day, George 
C lark was nominated by the group c a ll in g  themselves the Je ffe rson 
Democrats.
The Democratic p a rty , o r  the "ca r barn" convention, nominated 
James Hogg and Ind ica ted  In  I t s  p la tfo rm  th a t the p a rty  would "pledge 
fe a lty  to  and support o f  the  Texas Railroad Commission law as 1t now 
e x is ts ,  sub jec t on ly to  such changes as may become necessary to  ac­
complish fo r  I t  a g rea te r degree o f  p e rfe c tio n . We favo r an appo in tive  
co im lss lon , u n t i l  the C o ns titu tio n  sh a ll be so changed as to  perm it
27Roberts, 298.
28Pallas Morning News, August 17, 1892.
29Ib 1d.
the e le c tio n  o f  one o f the commlssloners every two years, and making
th e ir  tenure o f  o f f ic e  s ix  y e a rs ."3®
Not a l l  o f  Judge C la rk 's  fo llo w e rs  favored the " b o l t . "  Some
chose to  remain w ith in  the p a rty . The Houston Post and the Austin
Statesman. Democratic papers, Ind ica ted  th e ir  disapproval o f the 
s p l i t ;  however, they supported the nominee o f  the p a rty , James Hogg. 
The Post emphasized th a t 1 t was a Democratic newspaper, not a Hogg 
paper. 31 E ith e r way I ts  support was welcomed by the Governor.
O pposition
W ith in one year a f te r  James Hogg took the oath o f  o f f ic e  in  
1891, h is  ra ilro a d  re g u la tio n  and reform  laws gave r is e  to  form idable 
oppos ition  from w ith in  the Democratic p a rty , from the ag ra rian  groups, 
and from the press.
Democratic Party Opposition
The oppos ition  to  Hogg from w ith in  the Democratic pa rty  was 
p r im a r ily  the re s u lt  o f  the issue o f  whether the commissioners should 
be appointed o r e lec ted . In 1890 Hogg had campaigned on a p la tfo rm  
th a t they should be appointed by the  governor. The Issue arose again 
during the le g is la t iv e  debate on the  passage o f  the b i l l .  A fte r  the 
establishm ent o f  the Commission and the appointment o f  i t s  members 
by Governor Hogg according to  the terms o f the  law, the oppos ition
30Roberts, 303.
31Houston Post. September 11, 1892.
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was continued ab ly  by George C lark o f  Waco. He was supported by many 
who had supported the Governor In  the previous campaign. "By the 
s o l ic ita t io n s  o f a number o f  gentlemen e n te rta in in g  such views o f 
o p p o s itio n , C lark was Induced to  en te r the f ie ld  as a democratic 
candidate fo r  governor, who prom ptly took Issue w ith  Governor Hogg 
upon many, I f  not most o f  the prominent measures o f  h is  a d m in is tra tio n  
re la t in g  to  ra ilro a d s ."3 2 This oppos ition  eve n tu a lly  culm inated 1n 
a s p l i t  In  the p a rty  a t the s ta te  convention In  Houston.
Agrarian Opposition
The Grange and Ihe A llia n c e  had supported Hogg 1n 1890 and were 
instrum enta l In h is  e le c t io n ; however, w ith in  one year th is  support 
was eroded to  such an ex ten t th a t the leaders o f  the pa rty  were 
ju s t i f ia b ly  concerned. The I n i t i a l  c o n f l ic t  evolved over the 
sub-treasury question when Hogg refused I t s  In c lu s io n  In  the Demo­
c ra t ic  p la tfo rm  In San Antonio. The re fu sa l troub led  the ra d ica l 
A llia n c e  leaders who desired the sub-treasury plank 1n exchange fo r  
th e ir  support. When the plank was not Inc luded, the A llia n c e  f e l t  
th a t they had been m isled. In a le t t e r  to  Hogg, Reagan s ta ted  "the  
sub-treasury b i l l  Is  a dangerous question. . . . They ought to  throw 
Macune and h is  se t overboard. I f  he 1s not being paid to  t r y  to  break 
up the Democratic Party he Is doing th a t work as e f fe c t iv e ly  as 1 f he 
was; and fo r  the good o f the country he ought to  be squelched."33
32Roberts, 297.
^ L e t t e r  from John Reagan to  James Hogg, November 16, 1890, 
A ttorney G eneral's L e tte rs  Received, 241-242.
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The second s ig n if ic a n t  c lash re su lte d  from Hogg's fa i lu r e  
to  appoint an A llia n c e  man to  the Commission. Thomas L. Nugent 
wanted an In f lu e n t ia l landowner from Erath County, A. L. Murphy, 
appointed. The disappointment came to  a head when Hogg refused to  
accept a "demand" from the executive committee o f the A llia n c e  to  
appoint S. D. A. Duncan o f  D a llas . Governor Hogg received a reso­
lu t io n  from the  A llia n c e  s ta t in g ,  "To h is  exce llency , Governor James S. 
Hogg, we o f the Fanners' A llia n c e  o f the s ta te  o f  Texas in  conference 
assembled demand o f you the appointment o f a tru e  and t r ie d  A llia n ce  
man as one o f the ra ilro a d  commissioners and we do hereby reconmend 
S. D. A. Duncan as a competent and re l ia b le  person fo r  said p o s it io n ."34 
Governor Hogg n o t if ie d  the Austin  Statesman th a t he had appointed 
Senator Reagan 1n l ie u  o f  Duncan. He la te r  explained to  Representa­
t iv e  R. S. Kimbrough th a t " I  am not obeying demands these days, except 
when they come through the formal method o f Democratic p la tfo rm s ."35 
This a c tio n  was to  g ive him a great deal o f  tro u b le  when he spoke In 
the A llia n c e  t e r r i t o r ie s  1n 1892. When asked 1n Corsicana why he had 
not put an A llia n c e  man on the Commission, the Governor re p lie d  th a t 
he d id  not want to.**® Duncan, 1n a le t t e r  to  the Dallas Morning News, 
re p lie d  th a t out o f  180 appointments the A llia n c e  got none, th a t 
the fanners were not represented, and th a t Hogg had s ta ted  the A llia n c e  
was g e tt in g  "too  b ig  fo r  I t s  breeches." Duncan fu r th e r  s ta te d , " I
34Aust1n Statesman, A p r il 25, 1891.
35|_etter from James Hogg to  R. S. Kimbrough, A p r il 30, 1891, 
Governor's L e tte r Press, 301.
36pa llas  Morning News. A p r il 30, 1892.
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have t r ie d  to  keep out o f  th is  f ig h t ,  but w h ile  I  am on ly  a farm er,
Jim Hogg, d ic ta to r  as he Is ,  cannot In s u lt  the A llia n c e  over my shoulders. 
I never expected him to  appo in t me o r  any o th e r A llia n c e  man o r farmer 
on the Conmlsslon and 1n candor I cannot see how any farmer can sup­
p o rt Hogg fo r  governor o r fo r  any o th e r o f f ic e ,  and e s p e c ia lly  a man 
who is  an A llia n c e  man, fo r  the  reason th a t he never would have been 
governor had 1t  not been fo r  the o rder which he d e lig h ts  to  slap In 
the face , and he now 1n h is  canvass throws slush a t . " 37 A c tu a lly ,
John Reagan was a farm er, a land owner, and a member o f the  Grange, 
but the Duncan In c id e n t haunted Hogg through the campaign, e s p e c ia lly  
1n the strong A llia n c e  counties .
Besides the sub -treasury  and Duncan con trove rs ies , the A llia n c e  
opposed Hogg fo r  h is  appointment o f  John Reagan. A number o f leaders 
were ga in ing  support fo r  the establishm ent o f  a th ir d  p o l i t ic a l  pa rty  
In Texas, and they were fo rc in g  the Democratic p a rty  to  take a stand 
on A llia n c e  Issues. In the b i t t e r  mood brought on by drought, 
depression, and the long de c line  In farm p r ic e s , la rge  numbers o f  
the A llia n c e  1n Texas and the South In  general began to  question the 
a b i l i t y  o f  the Democratic pa rty  to  reso lve  th e ir  problems. In 1889 
Texas co tton  production was fo u r times what 1 t was In 1860, and by 
1892 the p rice  had declined to  7 cents a pound. 38 The pa rty  had to  
make a choice as to  how to  deal w ith  the d isg ru n tle d  farmer and the 
th ir d  p a rty  member.
37Pallas Morning News, May 1, 1892.
38Texas Almanac and In d u s tr ia l Guide, 1952-1953 {D a lla s : Belo 
Corporat1on, 1952J, 190.
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When a number o f  A llia n c e  leaders prepared to  go to  a meeting 
a t Ocala, F lo r id a , 1n December o f  1890, Reagan urged them not to  
a tten d , in s is t in g  th a t redress fo r  th e ir  problems rested upon th e ir  
s tay ing  w ith in  the Democratic p a rty . C. W. Macune also was opposed 
to  the meeting and reasoned th a t the A llia n c e  could gain l i t t l e  by 
a f f i l i a t i n g  w ith  a th ir d  p a rty , Reagan warned them not to  do anything 
which "would prevent the members o f  the A llia n c e  from cooperating w ith  
the democracy 1n the f u t u r e . " ^  Macune d id  a ttend the meeting and aided 
by Texas members, Judge Thomas L. Nugent and Evans Jones, was able 
to  prevent the A llia n c e  from e n te rin g  p o l i t ic s  a t th a t tim e; however, 
the ra d ica l leaders who favored a th ir d  p a rty  never fo rg o t th a t Reagan 
opposed them and 1n 1892 were Instrum ental In  f ie ld in g  a th ir d  pa rty  
candidate.
The p o l i t ic a l  question s p l i t  the A llia n c e  throughout the s ta te . 
The conservatives maintained th a t reform  was poss ib le  w ith in  the 
e x is t in g  p a rt ie s . The ra d ic a ls  be lieved th a t on ly  a new p a rty  could 
solve th e ir  problems. Hogg's b iographer, Cotner, concludes th a t the 
rank and f i l e  d id  no t make up th e ir  minds, fo r  the o ld  t ie s  were hard 
to  break. He fu r th e r  contends th a t Hogg was aware o f  th is  fa c to r  
and found I t  to  be a heavy burden upon h is  s tra te g y .40 The question 
the Governor had to  deal w ith  was how to  keep the A llia n c e  men in  the 
pa rty .
^ L e t t e r  from John H. Reagan to  James S. Hogg, November 16,
1890.
40Cotner, B iography, 259-262.
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Newspaper Opposition
In h is  h is to r ic a l account o f  the p e rio d , Oran Roberts s ta ted 
th a t the newspapers across the s ta te  became Invo lved In  the s trugg le  
and week a f te r  week fu rn ished the people w ith  cu rre n t speeches and 
took sides 1n the contest o fte n  w ith  v ig o r .41 Governor Hogg f e l t  
th a t the seven major d a lly  newspapers--the Dallas Morning News, the 
Dallas Times-Herald, the Galveston D a lly  News, the Fort Worth Gazette, 
the San Antonio Express. the A ustin  Statesman, and the Houston Post-- 
were opposed to  h is  candidacy. A t Waxahachle he attacked the press 
saying, "There are seven morning papers In  the s ta te  and they are 
a l l  aga inst me. They shoot seven times a week and are loaded a t 
both ends. I t  would re q u ire  a l l  my tim e and two stenographers to  
answer what they charge me w ith . " 42
The major cause o f  the op po s itio n  was the Railroad Commission. 
Some o f  the c o n f l ic t  developed from ph ilosoph ica l grounds, but essen­
t i a l l y  the main issue was economics. The vast power th a t the ra ilro a d  
Industry  and o ther la rge  corpora tions were able to  w ie ld  brought 
f in a n c ia l pressures on papers th a t otherw ise might have le n t Hogg 
th e ir  support. The ru ra l papers d id  no t fe e l th is  type o f pressure 
and in  the main were fo r  the Governor and h is  p o lic ie s .
The Fort Worth Gazette, ed ited  by W. L. Malone, a longtim e 
fr ie n d  o f Hogg, was forced to  change i t s  p o lic y  because o f  pressure
41 Roberts, 301.
42pallas Morning News, June 15, 1892.
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brought to  bear by one o f  the paper's d ire c to rs ,  Mayor Bockley B. 
Paddock, law yer, banker, and ra ilro a d  promoter. F o rt Worth had ju s t  
b u i l t  the stock yards and was ra p id ly  becoming a major c a t t le  shipping 
cen te r. Hogg to ld  Malone not to  jeopard ize  h is  own fu tu re  on h is  
account. The Gazette denounced n e ith e r Hogg nor C lark. An e d ito r ia l  
noted, "We have fra n k ly  sa id th a t we do not look a t the adm in is tra tio n  
o f  Governor Hogg w ith  the eyes o f h is  Waco c r i t i c .  He 1s not to  be 
charged w ith  the fa c t  th a t co tton has brought but f iv e  cents a pound 
o r th a t rea l esta te  has depreciated In value. These th ings  would 
have ex is ted  under any governor. " 43 The paper went on to  exp la in  
th a t 1t was fo r  peace and order w h ile  Hogg and h is  "re fo rm ers" were 
causing w arring fa c tio n s  w ith in  a peaceful people, and th a t he was 
too c lo se ly  a ligned to  the th ir d  p a rty  philosophy. This th ir d  pa rty  
issue was a problem the Governor had to  contend w ith  throughout the 
campaign.
The Dallas Times-Herald, published by C. E. G ilb e r t ,  had sup­
ported Hogg since i t s  founding in  1888, but when i t s  e d ito r ia l p o lic y  
produced f in a n c ia l d i f f i c u l t ie s  In  the form o f  a d v e rtis in g  cu ts , 
subscriber and revenue d e c lin e s , the paper was forced to  reorganize 
in  order to  su rv ive . A fte r  re o rg a n iza tio n , i t  no longer supported 
Hogg. 44
The oppos ition  by the press made Governor Hogg's personal 
appearances e s s e n tia l. In in tro du c in g  the Governor a t Gonzales e a rly
43Fort Worth Gazette, A p r il 29, 1892.
44Cotner, B iography, 305.
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In the canvas, E ve re tt Lewis sa id , " In  no o ther way save on the rostrum 
can the  Governor reach the honest and l ib e r ty - lo v in g  people o f  Texas.
The seven d a lly  papers o f  the s ta te  are serv ing the oppos ition  w ith  
unpara lle led  unan im ity. " 45
During the e n t ire  canvass the Houston Post declared th a t 1t 
would be bound by the decis ion o f  the p a rty  and would support I ts  
nominee. One o f  I t s  e d ito r ia ls  sa id , " I t  1s fre e  to  say, however, 
th a t the combination o f 'ca la m ity  how le rs ,' 1n and out o f  the S ta te , 
formed and designed fo r  p o l i t ic a l  purposes, have done a thousand times 
more harm to  Texas than was ever done by Governor Hogg. " 46 The e a rly  
p o lic y  o f  the Post was to  persuade someone o ther than Hogg o r Clark 
to  en te r the race , b ring  peace and u n ity  to  the p a rty , and make ce r­
ta in  the P opu lis ts  d id  not gain c o n tro l. The paper was opposed to  
C lark because o f  h is  closeness w ith  Jay Gould. E. P. H i l l ,  a tto rney 
fo r  the Southern P a c if ic ,  a Huntington l in e ,  and v ice  president o f  the 
Post, was convinced th a t Hogg's advocacy o f ra ilro a d  re g u la tio n  was 
not made 1n a v in d ic t iv e  s p i r i t  and be lieved th a t the ra ilro a d  In te re s ts  
could a c tu a lly  be b e n e fltte d  by cooperating w ith  the Commission. He 
be lieved Hogg should be allowed to  prove h im se lf. At great r is k  to  
h is  own fu tu re  H i l l  argued h is  po in t and won.4* Therefore , during  the 
la s t  p a rt o f  the campaign, the Houston Post became Hogg's much needed 
a l ly .  The A ustin  Statesman, a Democratic organ, a lso backed the 
Governor a f te r  h is  nomination.
45P a llas Morning News. June 26, 1892.
45Houston Post, September 2 , 1892.
47Cotner, Biography, 304.
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The Belo combine o f  the Galveston D a ily  News and the D allas 
Homing News, whom Hogg ca lle d  the "double ended whizzing boss 
anathem atlzer,"4® opposed him from the beginning. They p rin te d  such 
f i l l e r  statements as "A Texan th a t can endure Hogglsm can endure 
anyth ing" 49 and "The man w ith  his fin g e rs  1n h is  ears is  fo r  Hogg."®0
The Dallas News was the on ly  major paper to  assign a re p o rte r 
to  tra v e l w ith  the Governor during the campalgn and to  re p o rt on h is  
speeches. This gave Hogg vast amounts o f p u b l ic ity  1n most e d itio n s  
between the tim e o f  the W ills  Point address and h is  e le c t io n . In 
fa c t  Hogg claimed there "had not been a copy o f  the Dallas News 
p rin te d  w ith in  the past s ix  years w ith ou t h is  name being in  I t ."® 1
Apparently re ce iv in g  some c r i t ic is m  fo r  pub lish ing  the Gover­
n o r 's  speeches and g iv in g  him so much space, the paper defended i t s  
p o lic y  by arguing th a t the p u b lic a tio n  had a r ig h t  to  p r in t  the news 
and Hogg's speeches were news, even 1 f the paper d id  oppose him.
" I t  1s the q u a lity  o f  The News to  be f a i r , "  the e d ito r  observed, and
"notw ithstand ing  the profound In te re s t 1t  fe e ls  1n the defeat o f 
Governor Hogg because o f  the d lsasterous p r in c ip le s  he represents, 
as long as he 1s before the p u b lic  In  a le g it im a te  d iscussion o f 
s ta te  measures The News w i l l  f a i t h f u l ly  re p o rt what he has to  say. " 52
^ D a lla s  Horning News, Hay 24, 1892.
49Pa11as Horning News. October 21, 1892.
50P allas Horning News. November 3, 1892.
®1P a ll as Horning News. May 20, 1892.
®2Pal1as Morning News. May 6 , 1892.
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In 1890 Oames Hogg had enjoyed the support o f  the agrarian 
papers, the Southern Mercury and the Texas Farmer. However, the 
method o f se le c tin g  the commissioners and the re b u ff o f  the A llia n c e  
in  choosing Reagan ra th e r than Duncan as a commissioner caused the 
A llia n c e 's  Southern Mercury to  oppose him In 1892. Granger W. A.
Shaw, pub lisher o f the Texas Farmer, a lso f e l t  s lig h te d  because he 
was not chosen as a commissioner 1n payment fo r  h is  support; ye t 
faced w ith  continued endorsement by many o f the o ld  Grangers and the 
th re a t to  the Commission, he fo rg o t h is  personal fe e lin g s  and gave 
the Governor perhaps the strongest support received in  p r in t  during the 
long 1892 b a t t le .
While 1t 1s tru e  th a t many o f  the leading d a ily  papers openly 
opposed the re -e le c tio n  o f Governor Hogg and others simply fa ile d  to  
give him the support they p rev io us ly  had, he c e r ta in ly  d id  not lack 
fo r  a tte n tio n  by the fo u rth  e s ta te . I t  1s possib le  th a t o u tr ig h t 
oppos ition  was an im portant fa c to r  which forced him to  plead h is  cause 
d ire c t ly  before the  people.
Candidates
There were s ig n if ic a n t  d iffe re n ce s  between the campaigns o f 
1890 and 1892. In the e a r l ie r  campaign the oppos ition  to  Hogg had 
v i r t u a l ly  become non -ex is ten t by the time o f the convention. In 1892, 
he was faced w ith  two worthy campaigners who challenged him even to  
the day o f  the e le c tio n . He was confronted a t f i r s t  w ith  the pos­
s i b i l i t y  o f  a s p l i t  in  the Democratic p a rty . The young and vigorous 
th ir d  pa rty  campaign drew votes from the Democratic pa rty .
George C lark
Ten years the sen io r o f  Governor Hogg, George C lark had a l ­
ready made an Impact on the s ta te  and was w e ll known when Hogg was a 
law student and a s tru g g lin g  newspaperman. C lark was ra ised and 
educated in  Alabama, reached the rank o f lie u te n a n t colonel 1n the 
Confederate army, and was adm itted to  the bar Immediately a f te r  the 
war. He moved to  W eatherford, Texas, 1n 1867 and opened h is  law 
p ra c tic e . In 1868 he moved to  Waco, h is  home fo r  the remainder o f 
h is  l i f e .  His law p ra c tic e  prospered, and C lark was Instrum ental In 
convincing Coke to  run fo r  governor and redeem Texas from the rad ica l 
Republican ru le .  I t  was In the spring  o f  1872 th a t C lark f i r s t  met 
Hogg, then e d ito r  o f  the Quitman News. They met many times th e re ­
a f te r  and developed a s incere adm ira tion fo r  each o th e r. With the 
e le c tio n  o f  Governor Coke in  1873, C lark served f i r s t  as secre ta ry  
o f s ta te  and then as a tto rney  general. A short time a f te r  h is  re s ig ­
na tion from th a t post in  1876, C lark became a member o f  the commission 
to  rev ise  the s ta tu te  laws o f  Texas, a task which requ ired more than 
two years to  complete. Governor Roberts appointed him to  the Court 
o f  Appeals 1n 1880. During the f ig h t  to  defeat the p ro h ib it io n  amend­
ment w h ile  Hogg was a tto rn ey  genera l, the two men were colleagues.
Hogg's uncle who was k i l le d  1n the b a t t le  o f  Richmond was one 
o f C la rk 's  close fr ie n d s . I t  was th is  memory o f a fa l le n  fr ie n d  th a t 
f i r s t  drew C lark to  Hogg, and though th e ir  p o l i t ic s  d if fe re d ,  th e ir  
respect fo r  each o th e r continued.
C lark discussed h is  decis ion to  run fo r  governor in  h is  p r i ­
va te ly  p rin te d  autobiography.
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In the year 1892* the movement was begun by those opposed to  
the Governor's p o lic ie s  to  Inaugurate a campaign In oppos ition  
to  h is  re -e le c tio n . The meeting was ca lle d  1n D a llas , In  January 
I  be lie ve . I attended. There were no ra ilro a d  In fluences , no 
ra ilro a d  men, o r no ra ilro a d  money. I t  was a meeting o f  the 
Democrats o f  Texas who were opposed to  the p o lic ie s  and measures 
o f  the Governor and were Influenced in  no manner by any s in is te r  
purpose. I t  was the op in ion  o f the meeting th a t I should be­
come a candidate fo r  governor. I In s is te d  th a t some one e lse 
should be chosen and declined to  make the race u n t i l  I had due 
tim e fo r  re f le c t io n  and communication w ith  o thers . Le tte rs  
began to  pour 1n to  me a t Waco urg ing me to  run fo r  the o f f ic e  
and pledging me th e ir  support. A fte r  due cons idera tion  in  about 
two weeks I began the canvas 0s . 33
C lark made much o f  the Idea th a t he was not Influenced by 
ra ilro a d  men since th is  charge was made aga inst him by Hogg during 
the campaign. However* 1t was known th a t h is  law f irm  was general 
counsel fo r  a t le a s t one ra ilro a d  system, lo ca l counsel fo r  several 
o the rs , and counsel fo r  many o f the la rg e r co rpo ra tions , domestic 
and fo re ig n , doing business 1n the s t a t e . ^  Such connections never 
f a l l  to  Impress the p u b lic  mind when a lawyer seeks the fa vo r o f  
the e le c to ra te .
Weatherford was chosen as the s ite  fo r  the opening o f C la rk 's  
canvass. Since h is  campaign began February 27, 1892, he had a c le a r 
f ie ld  fo r  several weeks because the specia l session o f the le g is la tu re  
requ ired Hogg's presence In  A ustin . There were two reasons fo r  the 
choice o f  Weatherford: (1) I t  was the heart o f  the A llia n c e  and
P opu lis t reg ion and (2) i t  was where he had f i r s t  p racticed  law In 
Texas in  1867. C lark always wore h is gray Confederate hat when he
53C la rk , 89.
^ B a ile y  Papers, 442-443.
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spoke as a reminder to  the people o f  h is  experiences in  the war. 55 
In a speech more than two hours In  le n g th , he used a number o f  war 
s to r ie s  d e p ic tin g  how a blunder was d isastrous to  the outcome o f  a 
b a t t le .  He then drew a comparison w ith  the s ta te  and blamed the 
blunders o f Hogg fo r  the economic depression. Reasoning th a t the 
Governor was hold ing the s ta te  back, C lark adopted the slogan "Turn 
Texas Loose," a plea to  a llow  business to  re tu rn  and the s ta te  to  
grow.56
C lark began a fe ve rish  to u r o f  the s ta te  1n order to  cover as 
much ground as possib le  w h ile  the le g is la tu re  was 1n specia l session, 
and he counted on h is  supporters In Austin to  block Hogg's proposals 
thus strengthening h is  own p o s it io n . He b e l i t t le d  Hogg's knowledge 
o f  business, "making h im se lf more popular In the c i t ie s  and encour­
aging the Image many c i t y  dw ellers had o f Jim Hogg as a ru s t ic  from 
the 'P iney Woods' o f  East Texas. " 57 As was tru e  w ith  Hogg, C lark 
used h is  I n i t i a l  speech again and again throughout the campaign.5®
The essen tia l d iffe re n ce  between C lark and Hogg was whether 
the commissioners should be e lected o r appointed. Many c it iz e n s  
be lieved C lark and his supporters wanted them e lected in  o rder to  
weaken the Commission; and I f  commissioners could be e lected who 
supported the ra ilro a d  view, the o r ig in a l purpose o f the Comnlsslon
55Cotner, B iography, 274; and S t. C la ir ,  40.
550a lla s  Morning News, February 28, 1892.
57Cotner, Biography, 282.
5®Houston Post, September 2, 1892.
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Mould be circumvented. This Issue was c le a r ly  s ta ted In plank 2 o f  
the Turner Hall p la tfo rm .
We the re fo re  oppose a l l  sumptuary laws, which vex the c it iz e n  
and In te r fe re  w ith  h is  In d iv id u a l l ib e r ty .  We be lieve  th a t the 
w orld 1s governed too much, and th a t the le a s t government which 
may s u ff ic e  fo r  the p ro te c tio n  o f the c it iz e n  is  the best govern­
ment. . . .  We are opposed to  any and a l l  forms o f 'one-man 
power,' and have an ab id ing  fa i th  In the capacity  o f  the people 
fo r  governing themselves. . . .  We favor the e le c tio n  o f  a l l  
o f f ic e rs  by the people themselves. E spec ia lly  do we demand the 
r ig h t  to  e le c t our ra ilro a d  commissioners, in  order th a t such 
agency sh a ll cease to  be dominated by personal and p o l i t ic a l  
e f fe c t ,  and th a t I t  may Im p a r t ia lly  determine con trovers ies 
between ra ilro a d s  and c it iz e n s  1n such manner as may be prescribed 
by law. R ailroad corpora tions and a l l  o ther co rp o ra tion s , being 
creatures o f law, are sub jec t to  S tate re g u la tio n  and c o n tro l,  
and we favo r the continuance o f  the present method o f  ra ilw ay 
re g u la tio n , by means o f a commission c lo thed w ith  such c o n s titu ­
t io n a l powers as may be re q u is ite  fo r  the p ro te c tio n  o f  the 
people aga inst In ju s t ic e  o r e x to r t io n ; but we are opposed to  
tak ing  o f  p r iv a te  property fo r  p u b lic  use w ithou t ju s t  compen­
sa tio n . 59
Thomas L. Nugent
The th ir d  pa rty  movement was growing 1n numbers as a re s u lt  
o f la rge  de fections from the Farmers' A llia n c e  and some Democrats 
disgusted by the d lssen to rs among the members o f  th e ir  own p a rty .
The P opu lis t p a rty  held I t s  convention In D a llas , June 24, 1892. 
Their nominee fo r  governor was Thomas L. Nugent, o f Tarran t county. 
Born 1n Louisiana 1n 1844, a co llege  graduate, Confederate ve teran, 
former school teacher, preacher, and lawyer, Nugent had been a de le­
gate to  the c o n s titu t io n a l convention In  1875 and was a d is t r i c t
59Roberts, 304-305.
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judge fo r  nine years. As a member o f  the A llia n c e , he had been a 
staunch supporter o f  Hogg In  1890.®®
The New p a rty  seemed to  have made a good cho ice, since Nugent 
was admired and respected. Roberts observed th a t "He was a man o f 
recognized a b i l i t y ,  great fa irn e ss  in  argument, and o f decided per­
sonal In te g r i ty  o f  character and stand ing. " 61 However, he was not 
In good health  a t the time and was "forced to  conserve h is  s treng th  
whenever possib le  . . . and by the measure o f h is  physical d is a b i l i t y  
was h is  usefulness as a P o pu lis t leader d im in ished. " 62 Cotner speaks 
o f the re la t io n s h ip  between Nugent and Hogg by exp la in ing  th a t though 
"Hogg might berate the p r in c ip le s  o f  Populism," he d id  not a ttack  the 
man who led "the p a r ty ."  Cotner contended Hogg always respected 
"Nugent’ s s in c e r ity  and frankness. . . .  He never meted out to  him 
the rough treatm ent sometimes accorded C la rk . " 63 C lark had lo s t  
Nugent's support a f te r  he began to  campaign fo r  "a" commission, because 
the P opu lis t candidate was 1n favo r o f  government ownership o f r a i l ­
roads. Nugent was a man o f le a rn ing  and an able speaker. His speeches 
were "always sober, d ig n if ie d ,  and thought provoking. They avoided 
c lic h e s , aphorisms, p la t itu d e s , and sh ibbo le ths . " 64 Nugent's campaign 
was the f i r s t  serious challenge by the P opu lis t pa rty  In Texas.
60 Ib1d. , 30.
61 Ib id . ,  301.
62Mart1n. 117.
63Cotner, Biography, 295.
64A lvord , 65,
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The Republican Party
Never a serious th re a t to  the Democrats, the Republican pa rty  
in  Texas was less a th re a t in  1892 because o f a s p l i t  over con tro l 
o f  the p a rty . The na tion a l pa rty  recognized N. Wright Cuney, c o lle c to r  
o f  customs a t the p o rt o f  Galveston, as head o f  the Texas p a rty . A 
number o f fo llow e rs  o f Andrew Jackson Houston, son o f Sam Houston, 
formed a separate group and nominated Houston in  th e ir  convention 
1n D a llas , A p r il 12, 1892. The I n i t i a l  s p l i t  was ra c ia l in  na ture , 
since Cuney was a Negro and accused o f  running the pa rty  fo r  patronage 
and not fo r  the good o f the s ta te . The " L i ly  W hites," as Cuney ca lle d  
them, continued th e ir  campaign to  e le c tio n  day but drew l i t t l e  sup­
p o rt. Cuney and h is  fo llo w e rs  supported C la rk ; hence, there  was 
v i r t u a l ly  no Republican fo rce  to  be considered in  the f in a l outcome.
Hogg's audiences during the 1892 campaign were made up o f  
Hogg Democrats, those Democrats who had bo lted  and favored C la rk , and 
the th ir d  pa rty  people. To the Governor a l l  o f these were Democrats 
even 1f  some were m isinformed, and he sought to  re u n ite  a l l  under 
h is banner. The events th a t tra n sp ire d  during the campaign were In ­
f lu e n t ia l 1n determ in ing the composition o f  Hogg's audiences. Rarely 
d id  he speak to  a com pletely sympathetic audience o r to  one made up 
e n t ire ly  o f  h is  adversaries. The Dallas Morning News s ta ted  th a t 
"Never before perhaps have the people shown such a desire  to  hear 
both sides o f a campaign as s tro n g ly  as in  the present Instance.
C lark men go In  la rge  bodies to  the Hogg meetings and v ice  versa.
The lad les  are s t ir re d  up and attend 1n numbers. I t  1s s t r i c t l y  and
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e s s e n tia lly  an educational canvass. The people want to  be 
Informed. ”66
Occasions
The p o l i t ic a l  b a tt le s  fought fo r  the favo r o f  Texas voters 
1n 1890 and 1892 were ca rrie d  on amid crowds, parades, banners, f la g s , 
bands, excitem ent, and speeches. The communities which hosted r a l l ie s  
fo r  the candidates vied w ith  each o th e r to  have the la rg e s t,  n o is ie s t,  
and most e n th u s ia s tic  occasion.
1890
James Hogg c a re fu lly  prepared h is  opening speech which was 
de live red  a t Rusk and used throughout the e n t ire  canvass. The 
speech was p r in te d  1n pamphlet form and d is tr ib u te d  to  the vo te rs , 
the newspapers p rin te d  i t  In  I t s  e n t ire ty ,  and Hogg s ta ted th a t he 
would " l iv e  o r d ie " by h is  Rusk speech. This section  w i l l  discuss 
the occasion o f  the Rusk speech and survey the 1890 canvass speeches.
Rusk Speech
In the 1890 guberna to ria l campaign Hogg chose Rusk, h is  b i r th ­
place and boyhood home, as the lo c a tio n  fo r  h is  opening speech. His 
boyhood fr ie n d s , E. C. D ickinson, Frank Guinn, and "Wh1st11n" Andrew 
Jackson urged him to  open the canvass there  among h is  f r ie n d s .66
66Pal1 as Morning News, May 2, 1892.
66Cotner, Addresses, 63.
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Rusk was the county seat o f  Cherokee county which had a popu­
la t io n  o f  22,915.67 The countrys ide was h i l l y ,  p a r t ly  fo re s te d , on 
the branches o f  Angelina and Neches R ivers. The " fo rks  o f  the creek" 
are mentioned several times 1n Hogg's speeches.
Hogg and h is  p a rty  a rr ive d  on the t ra in  1n mid-morning, A p ril 19. 
He was welcomed a t the s ta t io n  by the Campbell Guards from Longview, 
the Jacksonv ille  and T y le r bands, and a la rge  crowd o f  fr ie n d s  from 
the surrounding coun ties . Much cheering, cannon f i r in g ,  and music 
echoed through the town. Shouts o f  "Hogg and Commission" welcomed 
him as he stepped from the p la tfo rm  and expressed h is  apprec ia tion  
u rg ing  everyone to  attend h is  speech a t 1 o 'c lo c k  th a t a fternoon.
He noticed the banners, s igns , and badges th a t were everywhere. As 
Hogg moved to  the home o f  E lU e  Dickinson to  re s t before the r a l ly ,  
the  crowd spread p ic n ic  lunches under the t re e s .6®
By the time o f  the speech the crowd had grown to  over 3,000 
people. The r a l ly  was held 1n a shady grove near a spring . Men and 
boys climbed t a l l  trees so as to  see and hear b e tte r . Those people 
on the fr in g e  o f  the crowd had to  s tra in  to  hear the In tro d u c to ry  
speakers, but Hogg's vo ice c a rr ie d  strong and c le a r to  the most 
d is ta n t .69
The candidate spoke fo r  three hours. A number o f  Texas news­
papers were represented, and the complete te x t  appeared the next day
67Wooten, 803.
^ C o tn e r , B iography, 193.
69Ib id . ,  198.
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In the Fort Worth Gazette, the P a llas Homing News, the Houston Post.
and the Galveston D a lly  News. However, the A ustin  Statesman made 
small mention o f  I t .  The Texas Fanner a lso p rin te d  a complete te x t  
which ran fo r ty  pages 1n le n g th , t h i r t y  o f  which d e a lt w ith  the r a i l ­
roads and the coimrfsslon. The d iffe re n ce s  between these p rin te d  
versions are minimal and demonstrate a con s is ten t reproduction. The 
Texas Farmer p rin te d  copies o f  the speech In  lo ts  o f  100 and 500 fo r  
d is t r ib u t io n  1n areas where the lo ca l press Ignored the speech. 0. B. 
C o lq u lt, la te r  governor (1911-1915), turned out hundreds o f  copies 
on h is  T e rre ll Star-Tlmes press .™  The speech was a lso sent to  Major 
Looscan o f  Houston w ith  permission to  have copies p rin te d  and d is ­
tr ib u te d  a t h is  own d is c r e t io n .^  These copies were la te r  mentioned 
as being brought by some o f the members o f  the audience during Hogg’ s 
speech 1n H ous ton .^
I t  may be assumed th a t the m a jo r ity  o f  the Rusk audience was 
from an a g r ic u ltu ra l background, since th is  was farm ing and ranching 
country . Many o f the audience were probably f r ie n d ly  to  Hogg because 
Rusk was h is  hometown and he had worked 1n the neighboring communities. 
In a d d itio n , the groundwork o f Sawnle Robertson, Horace C h ilto n , and 
others was successfu l. There were some present who were ju s t  curious 
o r  ju s t  observers; among th is  group was the press from the la rge  
c i t ie s .
7°Ib1 d . ,  198.
^  L e tte r from James Hogg to  Major M. Looscan, A p r il 15, 1890, 
A tto rney General’ s L e tte r  Press.
^Houston Post. A p r il 27, 1890.
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Obviously the members o f  the fo u rth  e s ta te  may be categorized 
as those who favored Hogg and those who opposed him. The Grange paper, 
the Texas Farmer, and the Southern Mercury, published by the A llia n c e , 
favored him. T he ir support was s ig n if ic a n t  1n th a t they probably 
had the w idest coverage 1n the s ta te  fo r  weekly p u b lica tio n s . A 
number o f  small weekly and b i-m onth ly  newspapers supported him a lso .
The two la rg e s t papers, the Dallas Morning News and the 
Galveston D a lly  News, were both published by the A. H. Belo Corpora­
t io n .  These papers were accused o f spreading fe a r th a t Hogg would 
" ru in  the s t a t e . T h e y  were opposed to  Hogg even before the Rusk 
appearance, a tta ck in g  both h is  record and him pe rsona lly . Cotner 
s ta tes  th a t "When the evange lis t Sam Jones said from a p u lp it  in  
T y le r th a t 'a  four-legged hog never uses profane language, 1 Dallas 
News e d ito r ia ls ,  fo r  example, surmised th a t the reference was to  the 
p ro h ib it io n  campaign o f 1887, during which Hogg had been accused o f 
using profane language, and pressed the Im p lica tio n  th a t he was not 
d ig n if ie d  enough to  be considered fo r  g o v e rn o r ."^  A fte r  Rusk, the 
Galveston D a lly  News In  an e d ito r ia l said "the g is t  o f  Mr. Hogg's 
argument and eloquence, as foremost advocate and great capta in  o f  the 
p lenary e n te rp rise  commission, resolves I t s e l f  In to  the p roverb ia l 
and h is to r ic  ty ra n t 's  plea o f  n e c e s s ity ."75
^S outhern  Mercury, June 19, 1890.
^C o tn e r, Biography. 190.
^G a lveston  D a lly  News, May 1, 1890.
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The Dallas Morning News, estab lished  In  1885, was the most 
modem o f the major Texas papers and maintained a wide and extensive 
corps o f agencies and correspondents throughout the s ta te .76 I t  was 
a form idab le opponent and made Hogg's personal appearances even more 
Im portant i f  he was to  succeed.
Not a l l  o f  the Democratic leaders looked w ith  favo r on Hogg's 
proposals. Judge George C la rk , an honest and able adversary, repre­
sented the "o ld  guard," the b r ig a d ie rs , who had redeemed Texas. They 
viewed the "T y le r Gang" w ith  d isda in  and considered them too ra d ic a l. 
When the Galveston News asked C lark i f  there  was a need fo r  an amend­
ment to  e s ta b lis h  a ra ilro a d  commission, he re p lie d , "None whatsoever, 
1f  we are robbed we d o n 't go to  a commission, we go to  the courts  
fo r  redress. C an't we do the same fo r  ra ilro a d s ? " He added, "these 
reform ers want something unusual. . . . They demand th a t we must fo r ­
get the t ra d it io n s  o f  our ancestry. . . .  I  sh a ll oppose the amend­
ment and do what I can to  de fea t I t ,  as I regard 1t  e s s e n tia lly  
v ic io u s . I t  belongs to  a fa m ily  w ith  whom I never expect to  be on 
f r ie n d ly  terms. . . . The o ld  guard must throw I t s e l f  across the 
path and f ig h t . " 77 Judge C lark ty p if ie d  the Southern p o l i t ic a l  
philosophy when he concluded "We on ly  need government in  order to  
fu rn is h  us the means to  p ro te c t ourselves from wrong doers, and to  
a llow  each In d iv id u a l to  pursue h is  own happiness in  h is  own w ay."7®
76A. C. Gray, "The H is to ry  o f  the Texas Press," A Comprehensive 
H is to ry  o f Texas. 1685 to  1897, Dudley G. Wooten (e d .) ,  T l9 .
77Galveston D a lly  News, A p r il 9, 1890.
78Ib1d.
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For many years a ra ilro a d  lawyer who had argued fo r  the Industry  in  
many cou rt cases, C lark was an example o f what Woodward meant when he 
wrote "The lo b b y is t and lawyers o f  the la rge  systems were 1n many 
cases c lo se ly  a l l ie d  w ith  the p o l i t ic a l  machines which the reformers 
were seeking to  overthrow . " 79
Although the d u ties  o f the o f f ic e  o f a tto rney general prevented 
Hogg from beginning h is  canvass fo r  the Democratic nomination u n t i l  
la te ,  the Rusk speechwasa strong beginn ing, and the lin e s  o f  b a tt le  
were c le a r ly  drawn. I t  was Hogg and the commission on one side and 
the p ro -ra ilro a d  and a n t1-commission forces on the o the r. Hogg spoke 
In f r ie n d ly  surroundings, but the repercussions were f e l t  across the 
s ta te .
Stump Speeches
As e a rly  as mid-March, A ttorney General Hogg had an it in e ra ry  
worked out fo r  the campaign. Several press releases o f  i t  were sent
Qft
to  the papers across the s ta te . The fo llo w in g  schedule is  Hogg's 
speaking engagements taken from h is  personal date book which he ca r­
r ie d  w ith  him.
Rusk, Cherokee County Saturday, A p r il 19, 1 p.m.
Brenham, Washington County F riday , A p r il 25, 1 p.m.
Houston, H a rris  County Saturday, A p r il 26, a t n ig h t
Brownwood, Brown County Thursday, May 1, 1 p.m.
79Woodward, 379.
BOpress Release, O ffice  o f the A ttorney General, March, 1890; 
and L e tte r , J. T. Craddock to  F. Doremous, A p ril 24, 1890, A ttorney 
General's L e tte r Press.
San Angelo* Tom Green County* 
Coleman* Coleman County,
Belton* B e ll County*
Waxahachle, E l l is  County,
D a llas , Dallas County,
Decatur, U1se County,
Cuero, DeWItt County, 
H a l le t t s v l l le ,  Lavaca County, 
Columbus, Colorado County, 
A u s tin , T ravis County,
H ills b o ro , H111 County,
Sherman, Grayson County, 
C h ild ress , Childress County, 
G re e n v ille , Hunt County,
Sulphur Springs, Hopkins County, 
B e ll view, Austin County, 
Galveston, Galveston County, 
Georgetown, W illiamson County, 
Mexla, Limestone County,
Waco, McLennan County,
Corsicana, Navarro County, 
Weatherford, Parker County,
Fort Worth, Tarrant County,
New B raunfe ls , Comal County,
San Antonio, Bexar County,
111
Saturday, May 3, 1 p.m.
Monday, May 5.
Wednesday, May 7.
F riday , May 9, 1 p.m.
Saturday, May 10, a t n ig h t. 
Monday, May 12.
F riday, May 16, 1 p.m.
Saturday, May 17, 1 p.m.
Monday, May 19.
Thursday, May 22, a t n ig h t. 
Saturday, May 24, 1 p.m.
Tuesday, May 27.
Saturday, May 31, 1 p.m. 
Saturday, June 7.
Monday, June 9.
F riday, June 13, 1 p.m.
Saturday, June 14, a t n ig h t. 
Tuesday, June 17.
F riday, June 20, 1 p.m.
Saturday, June 21, 1 p.m.
Monday, June 23.
F riday, June 27, 1 p.m.
Saturday, June 28, a t n ig h t. 
Friday Ju ly  4 , 1 p.m.
Saturday, Ju ly  5, a t n ig h t.
James S. Hogg's personal date book. Archives, U n ive rs ity  o f Texas.
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Since Hogg was not an Incumbent, he d id  not get the general 
press coverage when he spoke 1n sm alle r communities th a t he d id  In 
the la rg e r c i t ie s .  Several repo rts  are a v a ila b le , however, to  pre­
sent a p ic tu re  o f  the o v e ra ll campaign.
The A tto rney General was received a t the depot a t Corsicana,
Hay 24, "by a la rge  number o f  specta tors amid music and cheers o f 
an e n th u s ia s tic  populace." A f te r  a parade, he was Introduced by 
ex-Mayor N lb b le tt to  an ove rflow  audience a t the opera house made 
up o f  " lead ing  men 1n a l l  the p ro fess ions , trades , businesses, e tc ."
from surrounding counties . Hogg spoke fo r  two hours and "w ith  some
few exceptions 1t  was In  the main a re ite ra t io n  o f Ideas put fo r th
a t Rusk and o th e r places along the l in e  o f canvass." In h is  speech
he mentioned th a t th is  was "h is  tw e n ty - th ird  appointment since h is  
commencement o f  the campaign. " 82
On the evening o f May 26, Hogg addressed "a la rge  audience 
o f  voters a t the opera house" a t Sherman. His address was " v i r t u a l ly
the same as th a t de live re d  a t Rusk. " 83
In  W ichita F a lls  he addressed a " f a i r  s ized audience" on 
June 3. His speech was b a s ic a lly  the same as the Rusk speech and was 
w e ll rece ived. "A number who have here to fo re  opposed him are now 
outspoken 1n favo r o f  h is  nom ination," reported the Dallas News.84
82Da11 as Morning News, May 27, 1890.
830a11as Morning Hews, May 28, 1890.
^ D a lla s  Morning News, June 7, 1890.
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On June 18, he spoke 1n Kyle to  an audience o f  some 300 and 
was " fre q u e n tly  applauded."®5
In Waco, on June 21, Hogg spoke a t the courthouse fo r  fo r ty  
minutes " in  h is  usual s ty le ."® ®  The audience numbered 600 to  700 
people, and the speech was the "same as a t Rusk."®?
Hogg and Judge Gustave Cook engaged In  th ree  jo in t  d iscussions 
o r debates. They both spoke before a la rge  audience a t B e ll view,
June 13. The audience was composed mostly o f  gentlemen who lis te n e d  
w ith  g rea t a tte n tio n . The News concluded th a t Hogg would not have a
w a lk-over, but th a t 1t  would be a long , hard campaign.®8
The second jo in t  d iscussion was In  Mexia, on June 20, before 
an audience o f  over 1,000 persons. Hogg spoke fo r  one and a h a lf  
hours saying "about the same as th a t here to fo re  pu b lish e d ."8® Judge 
Cook spoke fo r  two hours, and Hogg concluded w ith  a t h i r t y  minute
re b u tta l.  The audience was m ild  and passive toward both candidates.
There was not the excitement th a t had been generated a t Rusk during 
Hogg's opening speech. The News covered the d iscuss ion , and 1n I t s  
re p o rt devoted two and o n e -h a lf Inches o f s in g le  column space to  
Hogg and s ix ty -tw o  and o n e -h a lf Inches to  the remarks o f Judge Cook.
®®Da11as Morning News, June 20, 1890.
®50a lla s  Morning News, June 22, 1890.
®?Dallas Morning News. June 23, 1890.
®®Da11as Horning News, June 14, 1890.
89 Dal las  Morning News, June 21, 1890.
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The two candidates met again a t Denton, June 30. "Not w ith ­
standing the  d ry , hot weather e a rly  In  the day, the crowd began to  
ga the r, and before noon the s tre e ts  were crowded w ith  men who had 
come to  hear the two champions o f  commission and an t1-commission 
reason on the leading to p ics  o f  the day. At one o 'c lo c k  p.m. the 
people had gathered by the thousands under the B urnett and Mulkey 
tabernacle 1n the co llege  grounds. " 90 Hogg spoke fo r  one hour and 
sa id  th a t "h is  speech a t  Rusk was h is  p la tfo rm  and had been published 
abroad. That h is  f ig h t  was now fo r  the ra ilro a d  commission and th a t 
he meant to  stand w ith  I t  o r f a l l  w ith  1 t . " 91 Cook spoke fo r  an hour 
and a h a lf  and was w e ll rece ived; Hogg closed the d iscussion w ith  a 
t h i r t y  minute re p ly . Both candidates were upset because a non-partisan , 
a th ir d  pa rty  man, wanted to  en te r In to  the d iscussion . N either 
would g ive him time to  speak, since th is  was s t r i c t l y  a Democratic 
r a l ly .
A t McGregor on June 23, Hogg spoke to  a la rge  audience and 
"covered the same ground. " 92
At Weatherford on June 27, he spoke to  an "Inmense crowd."
I t  was a "rehash o f  the  Rusk speech and w e ll accepted by a m a jo r ity  
o f  the audience. ” 93
At Fort Worth on June 28, the A tto rney General spoke a t n ig h t 
1n the opera house. His regu la r speech was trimmed, and he "on ly
90 Dal las Morning News, Ju ly  1, 1890.
91Ib 1d .
92Pallas Morning News. June 25, 1890.
93Pal las Morning News, June 28, 1890.
handled the commission question as he deemed th a t the a l l  Im portant 
one.” The speech en te rta ined  the crowd, and Hogg's fr ie n d s  who were 
ou t In  fo rce  were "h ig h ly  pleased w ith  1t . " 94
Hogg closed h is  canvass on Ju ly  5, a t San Antonio w ith  a speech 
1n the main plaza. Amid much excitement w ith  the 23rd In fa n try  band 
p lay ing  and banners and buttons everywhere, he spoke to  an audience 
o f  1,000 to  2,000 persons. This speech was e s s e n tia lly  the same one 
p re v io u s ly  g iven, emphasizing the need fo r  the passage o f the amend* 
ment and the c re a tio n  o f  a ra ilro a d  commission. 95
I t  1s not c e r ta in  how many speeches Hogg made 1n 1890. His 
planned I t in e ra ry  l is te d  29 stops. Other speeches were mentioned In 
the press; however, not every speech was reported . On May 27, he 
ca lle d  the Corsicana address h is tw e n ty - th ird  speaking appointment, 
y e t on ly fourteen had been mentioned 1n the newspapers. Press 
reports  and statements from h is  personal papers account fo r  a to ta l 
o f  th ir ty -o n e  speeches.
There Is no record o f  h is  speaking a f te r  the Ju ly  5th address 
1n San Antonio. The Democratic s ta te  convention met In  San Antonio 
beginning August 12, 1890. The names o f James Hogg, T. B. Wheeler, 
and Gustave Cook were presented to  the convention; and during the 
tak ing  o f  the votes on the f i r s t  b a l lo t ,  Cook dropped out because he 
fa ile d  to  ca rry  h is  own county. Wheeler a lso  w ithdrew, and Hogg was 
declared by acclamation to  be the Democratic nominee fo r  governor.9®
9*Pa11as Morning Hews, June 29, 1890. 
9 5 Dal las Morning News, Ju ly  6 , 1890.
9®Roberts, 283.
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No speeches ere mentioned a f te r  the convention e ith e r  In  the 
press o r  In  Hogg's o f f i c ia l  papers. However, 1n h is  capac ity  as 
a tto rney genera l, he trave led  to  Washington to  t r y  several cases 
before the Supreme Court. Before he returned to  Texas, he was trea te d  
by Washington o f f ic ia ls  as the governor-e lec t o f  Texas since he was 
the Democratic nominee from a Democratic s ta te .
The Washington correspondent fo r  the Dallas Morning News 
reported th a t "The Impression he has created has been a m agnificent 
one, and those who have ta lked  w ith  him, In c lu d in g  m yse lf, are con­
vinced th a t those who expect a ra d ica l re vo lu tio n  in  the a f fa ir s  o f  
Texas w i l l  be b i t t e r ly  d isappointed. He is  much more conservative 
and bus iness like  than the p u b lic  ou ts ide  the s ta te  expected."9?
Hogg d id  not speak in  the f iv e  county d is t r i c t  which he had 
served as d i s t r i c t  a tto rn e y , and i t  may be assumed th a t there was 
no need fo r  him to  do so. I t  Is  im portant to  note the s ize  o f the 
area he covered In  th is  campaign. Using Austin as the cen te r, he 
covered an area 350 m iles n o rth , 200 m iles west, 200 m iles e a s t, and 
100 m iles south. The m a jo r ity  o f  th is  tra v e l was by r a i l ,  but p a rt 
o f  I t  was by buggy.
A t the major m etropo litan  centers he spoke a t n ig h t. These 
were Houston, O allas, Galveston, Fort Worth, and San Antonio. The 
sm alle r lo ca tio ns  were a l l  daytime speeches. This was probably because 
o f  the a v a i la b i l i t y  o f  a s u ita b le  h a ll o r proper l ig h t in g .  He pre­
fe rred  the outdoor gatherings where he could fe e l the people around him.
^ D a lla s  Morning News, October 29, 1890.
When the voters o f  Texas went to  the p o lls  In  November, they 
e lected  James Stephen Hogg th e ir  f i r s t  Texas born governor by the 
g rea test m a jo r ity  enjoyed by any guberna to ria l candidate up to  th a t 
tim e. The o f f ic ia l  vote was 262,432 fo r  Hogg and 80,838 fo r  a l l  o ther 
candidates Inc lu d ing  77,742 fo r  Webster Flanagan, the Republican candi­
date. Flanagan ca rr ie d  on ly eleven c o u n tie s --J e ff Davis, Maverick, 
Zapata, Jackson, Matagorda, Wharton, B razo ria , Fort Bend, W alle r, San 
Ja c in to , and Marlon—w h ile  Hogg had a m a jo rity  o f  the votes in  191 
counties. The remaining counties 1n Texas's 254 showed no re tu rns 
because o f  sparse popu la tion ; these were fo r  the most p a rt in  west 
Texas.®®
In e le c tin g  Hogg the people spoke out fo r  ra ilro a d  reform ; 
they a lso passed the c o n s titu t io n a l amendment empowering the le g is ­
la tu re  to  crea te  a ra ilro a d  commission by a vote o f 181,954 fo r  and 
73,106 a g a in s t.®9 This was a mandate to  the le g is la tu re  to  estab­
l is h  a commission; however, the b a tt le  had on ly  begun.
1892
Follow ing the pa tte rn  he employed 1n h is  previous campaign, 
Hogg c a re fu lly  prepared h is  opening speech de live red  a t W ills  Point 
and used i t  u n t i l  he was nominated. A se ries  o f  debates w ith  George 
C lark was the lone exception. A fte r  the nomination and the subse­
quent s p i l t  in  the p a rty , he fo llow ed the same course using the
^Texas Senate Jou rna l, 1891 , 41-42.
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speech de live red  a t D a llas , October 1. This section  w i l l  discuss 
the occasions o f  h is  W ills  P o in t speech, the debates, the Dallas 
speech, and a survey o f  the remaining stump speeches.
W ills  Point Speech
Governor Hogg opened h is  campaign fo r  re -e le c tio n  a t W ills  
P o in t, Van Zandt county, A p r il 21, 1892. In beginning h is  canvass 
th e re , he had chosen the extreme western edge o f the s ix  counties 
which he had served as d i s t r i c t  a tto rn e y . W ills  Point was midway 
between the m etropo litan  area o f  Dallas and the east Texas center 
o f  T y le r and was on the Texas and P a c if ic  l in e  making tra v e l to  and 
from the r a l ly  more convenient fo r  those a ttend ing . Van Zandt county 
was farm ing country set 1n the post oak b e lt  w ith  r o l l in g  to  le ve l 
t e r r a in .^ 00 According to  the 1890 census, the county had a popula­
t io n  o f  1 6 ,2 3 4 ,^  w h ile  the community o f  W ills  Point had 1,200 
in h a b ita n ts .^ 02 Governor Hogg had liv e d  and worked fo r  many years 
1n th is  area and knew a great number o f people, many o f  them by name.
The weather was "cool and p le a s a n t " ^  as the crowds gathered 
from a l l  the surrounding counties. The Dallas News stated th a t they 
"came a l l  the way from Babylon to  the Red Sea, and from Dan to
100W alter P rescott Webb (e d .) ,  The Handbook o f  Texas (A us tin : 
Texas S tate H is to r ic a l A ssoc ia tion , 1952), I I ,  833.
101 Wooten, 800.
102Webb, I I ,  920.
103Aust1n Statesman, A p r il 22, 1892.
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Beersheba," then l is te d  s ix teen d t le s  and towns represented. In 
a d d itio n  to  the re g u la r ly  scheduled t ra in s ,  the people came by a t 
le a s t th ree specia l t ra in s ,  by wagon, by bugg* and on horseback.
"The crowd comprised every k in d , c la s s , p ro fess ion , and o f f 1ceseekers 
and o f f ic e  ho lders. There were both Hogg men and C lark men."!®*
A considerable d iffe re n c e  o f  op in ion  arose as to  the number 
present. The Fort Worth Gazette estimated 10,000;!°®  the Austin 
Statesman. 8,000 to  10,000;!°® the Dallas Morning News. 3,000 to  
5,000;^07 and Cotner, over 5,000. 108 Regardless o f the co rre c t 
number present, 1 t was obvious ly  a la rge  congregation o f  Texans.
The 11st o f  d ig n ita r ie s  from A ustin  and the counties and c i t ie s  
represented read l ik e  a Who's Who o f  Texas.
Each group ca rr ie d  fla g s  and banners. The T y le r specia l coach 
was covered w ith  such mottos as "Always fo r  Hogg and Commission,"
"For Hogg fo r  Governor F ir s t ,  Last and A ll  the Time," and "Hogg 1s 
Going to  W in." The county groups ca rr ie d  banners to  Id e n t ify  them­
selves and th e ir  a lleg iance  such as "Gregg County 1s fo r  Hogg and 
Commission," "Van Zandt 1s fo r  o u r  " and immediately under the
104Dallas Morning News. A p ril 22, 1892.
^05F ort Worth Gazette. A p r il 22, 1892.
! ° ®Aust1n Statesman. A p r il 22, 1892.
!°7 pa11as Morning News, A p r il 22, 1892.
!°®Cotner, Biography. 284.
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le t te r s  was a p ic tu re  o f  a b ig  p ig , and T e r re l l 's  s ign Ind ica ted 
th a t they were “The Boys from the Head o f the C reek."1®®
This was a day o f  ce le b ra tio n  1n two ways, the  opening o f 
the Hogg campaign and San Jac in to  Day, the f i f t y - s i x t h  anniversary 
o f General Sam Houston's de fea t o f  Santa Anna and the Mexican Army. 
A fte r  the r a l ly  some o f  the lis te n e rs  "a ffe c t io n a te ly  sa id  th a t San 
Jac in to  Day was being reconsecrated by a g reate r man than Sam 
Houston. " 110
The s ite  chosen was approxim ately a m ile  south o f  the T&P 
depot 1n a la rge  shady grove near a stream. A fte r  the speaking a t 
noon a la rge  barbecue and basket d inner was he ld. The speaker's 
stand was decorated w ith  fla g s  and bunting w ith  benches placed 1n 
f ro n t  o f  the stand. The audience was too great fo r  everyone to  be 
seated. On the benches “ 1n a s o lid  phalanx sat the la d le s  1n b r ig h t,  
new and b e a u tifu l sp ring  costumes and the school g i r ls  1n th e ir  
uniform s. Behind them and on a l l  sides stood the men. " 111 As the 
people gathered s ix  bands e n te rta ined .
Senator J. G. Kearby o f  Van Zandt county Introduced the 
Governor a f te r  having compared the leadersh ip  o f  Sam Houston 1n the 
s t r i f e  between Texas and Mexico and the leadersh ip  o f  Governor Hogg 
In  the s t r i f e  between Texas and corporate power. Hogg addressed the 
f r ie n d ly  and courteous audience fo r  th ree hours and was said to  have
1 ^ D a lla s  Morning News. A p r il 22, 1892. 
111 Ib id .
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been 1n good vo ice ; the re fo re ,a lm ost everyone heard h is  re m a rk s .^
"The vast audience gave ra p t a tte n tio n  and manifested th e ir  sympathy
113w ith  the speaker by th e ir  un s tin ted  and tumultuous applause. 1
Governor Hogg's speech a t W ills  P o in t, although de live red  to  
a s p e c if ic  audience, was taken down by a stenographer and c a re fu lly  
checked by the  Governor 1n order th a t copies could be p r i n t e d . ^
His sec re ta ry , J. W. Spivey, Ind ica ted  th a t a great many o f the county 
papers o f  the s ta te  obtained enough copies to  send to  every sub­
s c r ib e r. 115 The e n t ire  te x t o f  the speech appeared 1n the Dallas 
Morning News, the F ort Worth Gazette, and the Houston Post. W ith in 
a week a f te r  the speech was d e live re d , thousands o f Texas voters were 
fa m il ia r  w ith  what I t  contained.
The Debates
George C lark and James Hogg engaged 1n two p u b lic  debates 
w ith  the main Issue being the Railroad Commission. At the request 
o f  the Hogg and C lark clubs o f  Cameron and Cleburne the two contes­
ta n ts  consented. By the f i r s t  o f  May such enthusiasm had been gen­
erated th a t the event was destined to  be one o f  the high po in ts  1n 
Texas p o l i t ic a l  h is to ry .
^ 2Aust1n Statesman. A p r il 22, 1892.
^ 3Fort Worth Gazette. A p r il 22, 1892.
^ D a l la s  Morning News. May 25, 1892.
^ 5le t t e r  from J. W. Spivey to  S. M. Woolsey, H u tto , Texas,
May 6 , 1892, Governor's L e tte r  Press.
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The f i r s t  debate was a t Cameron* May 3, 1892. T. S. Henderson, 
chairman o f  the Hogg c lu b , sta ted th a t Cameron was "a ty p ic a l ce n tra l 
Texas town o f 2,500 people in  the th r iv in g  a g r ic u ltu ra l county o f  
Milam. The town was d iv id e d , but the sentiment In the country was 
overwhelming fo r  Hogg."11®
The weather was p e rfe c t; and a l l  roads th a t led to  Cameron 
were crowded w ith  wagons, buggies, and men on horseback. Special 
t ra in s  brought people from everywhere.11  ^ "Two special tra in s  came 
1n over the Santa Fe besides the regu la r north  and south bound t ra in s .  
Over the Aransas Pass Hne came one specia l each from the north and 
south besides the regu la r south bound. A ll o f  these tra in s  were 
crowded.1'11® The crowd was estimated a t 6,000 Inc lud ing  1,000 o r 
more women and c h ild re n .11® The Austin  Statesman estimated the num­
ber assembled a t c lo se r to  8,000 and s ta ted th a t the e n tire  town and 
the woods were f u l l  o f  people. 120
Fanners and th e ir  fa m ilie s  fo r  m iles around had been eagerly 
aw a iting  the date, as though R1ngl1ng Brothers was scheduled 
fo r  th e ir  annual t r ip .  Many farmers brought th e ir  fa m ilie s  In 
on the n ig h t o f  the second. The wagon yards were f u l l  o f  people, 
and the a i r  was buzzing w ith  p o l i t ic a l  gossip. . . . The o ld  
fo lk s  thoroughly enjoyed the o p po rtun ity  to  meet th e ir  fr ie n d s , 
and the  ch ild re n  were having 'th e  time o f  th e ir  l iv e s . '  Such 
occasions were ra re  1n the liv e s  o f  both o ld  and young
l l 6Ba1ley Papers, 358.
^ F o r t  Wbrth Gazette. May 4, 1892.
118Pal1as Morning News, May 4, 1892.
119lb1d.
120Aust1n Statesman. May 4, 1892.
121St. C la ir ,  52.
123
The gathering was held 1n the C ity  Park, a few blocks from the 
square. A la rge  p a v ilH o n  covering the speaker's stand and seats 
fo r  the lad les  were surrounded by la rge  trees  w ith  benches a l l  around. 
B arre ls  o f  1ce water and a cool spring nearby provided fo r  the comfort 
o f  the "Immense crowd. " 122
Both speakers a rr ive d  1n the morning on separate tra in s  amid 
much shouting and cheering. Bands played, cannons f i r e d ,  and the 
small town was racked w ith  excitem ent. Each man went to  the head­
quarte rs o f  h is  respective  c lub . Governor Hogg and Mr. Henderson
ca lle d  on Judge C lark to  "con fe r on the general tenor o f  the debate,
1n o rder th a t he [HoggJ might f u l l y  understand the s itu a t io n  and adapt 
h im se lf to  1 t . " 123 I t  was decided th a t C lark would open the debate 
by speaking one hour, Hogg would fo llo w  w ith  one hour and a h a lf ,
and C lark would close w ith  a t h i r t y  minute re b u tta l.  The o rder would
be reversed In  Cleburne on the fo llo w in g  day.
A no isy and lengthy parade o f  supporters fo llow ed each can­
d ida te  to  the p a v ll l lo n  where they mounted the speaker's p la tfo rm  
sim ultaneously, met In  the m iddle, shook hands, and waved to  the 
crowd. Hogg had a mdHaw baritone  voice which reached the most d is ta n t 
l is te n e rs ,  w h ile  C la rk 's  voice was harsh because o f  campaigning. 124
l 22Ba1ley Papers, 359.
123Ib1d. . 360.
124Cotner, Biography, 288.
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The shouting and ce le b ra tin g  o f  " v ic to ry "  by both groups con­
tinued on In to  the n ig h t. At 4:30 a.m. the next morning the two 
combatants boarded a t r a in  fo r  Cleburne.
The te x t  o f  the debate appeared 1n both the Galveston D a lly  News 
and the D allas Morning News the next morning, an In d ic a tio n  o f the 
In te re s t generated across the s ta te  1n the campaign. By specia l 
te legraph hook-up d ir e c t ly  to  Galveston and D a lla s , the message was 
sent immediately fo llo w in g  the r a l ly .  "The News had a corps o f s h o rt­
hand re p o rte rs , s ta f f  correspondents and te legraphers on hand 1n an 
open f ie ld ;  as a re s u lt ,  the debate was reported 1n f u l l  1n the news 
columns the next morning—a fe a t which I t s  r iv a ls  and even I ts  p o l i ­
t ic a l  enemies a p p l a u d e d .  " ^ 5  This provided fo r  the audience a t 
Cleburne a re p o rt o f  the f i r s t  debate.
A specia l t ra in  o f  eleven cars ca rr ie d  the  two speakers and 
th e ir  fo llo w e rs  to  Cleburne. Governor Hogg and Judge C lark trave led  
"c h e e r ily  and c h a ttin g  p lea san tly  over the momentous events o f the 
day. The utmost good fe e lin g  was apparent between the d is tingu ishe d  
candidates. " ^ 6  j^,e t ra i n stopped a number o f  times to  p ick  up more 
passengers bound fo r  Cleburne, and a t each stop the re  was more 
cheering and shouting.
A t Cleburne the usual ba llyhoo took p lace , Id e n tic a l to  Cameron 
except the crowd was la rg e r. The p a v ll l lo n  th a t was b u i l t  to  accom­
modate 5,000 people was overflow ing  w ith  lis te n e rs . The trees were
125$am Acheson, 35, 000 Days 1n Texas, A H is to ry  o f the Dallas 
News and I ts  Forbears (New Vork: The~*Hacmil1 an Company, T93&), 155.
126pa llas Morning News, May 5, 1892.
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f u l l  o f  the curious on lookers, temporary stands were erected to  seat 
an a d d itio n a l 1,000 people and even those were Inadequate. "A t a 
glance I t  showed to  be the la rg e s t assemblage ever gathered toge the r 
1n Texas. " 127
An In c id e n t occurred ju s t  as Governor Hogg was being In t ro ­
duced which created a considerable conmotlon. A p o rtion  o f the 
temporary stands ho ld ing  approxim ately 1,000 f e l l ,  and tw en ty -e ig h t 
people were s e r io u s ly  In ju re d . Hogg's "booming voice and presence 
o f  mind prevented a serious pan ic . " 128
Hogg spoke f i r s t  amid much shouting by the C lark men. When 
C lark spoke the Hogg supporters created such a d in  o f  noise th a t the 
" l i t t l e  G iant" was unable to  con tinue , and the debate was stopped.
Hogg qu ie ted the crowd, and the Judge continued; however, the noise 
grew u n t i l  few members o f the audience could hear what was sa id .
As the Governor de live red  h is  re b u t ta l,  the C lark forces attempted 
to  drown out h is  remarks. An eye-witness reported th a t "Very few 
people knew what the candidates had sa id fo r  the debate ended very 
much as 1t had begun, amid rowdy confusion. The speakers and many
19Qo f  the people were com pletely t i r e d  out and d i s g u s t e d . " T h e  two 
jo in t  meetings o f the candidates, p a r t ic u la r ly  the one in  Cleburne, 
provided an o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  the supporters o f  each fa c tio n  to  vent 
th e ir  fe e lin g s , but l i t t l e  was accomplished by e ith e r  candidate.
127Aust1n Statesman, May 5, 1892.
128Fort Worth G azette, May 5, 1892.
12®Interview  w ith  L t.  Gov. Barry M il le r  (1924) as reported 
In St. C la ir ,  57.
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The Cleburne debate was s ig n if ic a n t  1n th a t (1) 1 t was the
la rg e s t p o l i t ic a l  ga thering 1n Texas up to  th a t tim e , (2) i t  was a
high water mark In  p o l i t ic a l  rancor 1n Texas, and (3) because o f  the
strong fe e lin g  and the support each man had mustered, ta lk  began fo r
a new man to  heal a possib le  s p l i t  In  the p a rty . The Houston Post
130and the Austin  Statesman favored th is  proposal.
Dallas Speech
With the appearance a t M a rlin , Ju ly  8 , the Governor closed 
the f i r s t  phase o f h is  b id  fo r  re -e le c tio n . During the remainder 
o f  J u ly , August, and September he was 1n Houston fo r  the convention 
and 1n h is  o f f ic e  1n A ustin . A fte r  the weather became c o o le r, he 
reopened h is  campaign w ith  a speech In D a llas , October 1.
D a lla s , w ith  a population o f more than 38,000, was recognized 
as a f in a n c ia l and commercial cen te r, and 1 t was a Gould stronghold 
in  which George C lark had strong support. 131 Hogg had spoken there 
tw ice 1n A p r i l ,  but he had lo s t  one o f  h is  g rea test a l l ie s  In  the 
c i t y  w ith  the death o f Judge Sawnle Robertson in  June.
A procession gathered In  fro n t o f the opera house a t 9:30 a.m. 
to  conduct Governor Hogg to  the f a i r  grounds. Considering th a t Dallas 
was the s ta te 's  la rg e s t c i t y ,  the parade was sm all, having on ly  approx­
im ate ly 200 p a rtic ip a n ts  Inc lud ing  ca rriag es , horsemen, and a brass
!3 0Aust1n Statesman, May 5, 1892.
131Ralph W. Steen, The Texas News (A us tin : The Steck Company, 
1955), 131. The 1890 census recorded the population o f Dallas as 
38,067.
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band. A crowd welcomed the c h ie f  executive to  the Music H a ll where 
he was scheduled to  speak a t  11:00 o 'c lo c k .
Ins ide the h a ll the ground f lo o r  was f i l l e d ,  but the attendance 
was fa r  sh o rt o f  the  expected 10,000. The Governor's fr ie n d s  Ind ica ted  
th a t October was a busy time fo r  farmers who were p ick in g  th e ir  cotton 
ra th e r than hearing p o l i t ic a l  speeches. Included 1n the estimated 
2,000 present were people from Garland, Wllmer, and o the r pa rts  o f  
Dallas county; however, the m a jo r ity  was from Dallas proper; and a 
la rge  p o rtio n  o f  them were C lark people. Tarran t county was a lso 
represented.
The speaker's stand which had p re v io us ly  been used fo r  a 
P o pu lis t r a l ly  was adorned w ith  a banner saying "The War Is  Over." 
Whether the banner had In a d ve rte n tly  been fo rg o tte n , l e f t  by C lark 
backers to  embarrass the speaker, o r in te n t la l ly  l e f t  as an appeal 
to  end the "war" w ith in  the Democratic p a rty  Is  not known.
The Governor was Introduced by Richard Morgan who protested 
th a t the speaker needed no In tro d u c tio n  to  any Texas audience; but 
th a t since I t  was h is  assigned task by the p a rty , he welcomed 1t .
There were no In te rru p tio n s  o f the  speech except encouraging s ta te * 
ren ts  made by Hogg's fr ie n d s . One o f the l is te n e rs ,  Mr. Chenault, 
who was hard o f hearing , moved Immediately in  f ro n t  o f  the stand 
where he remained throughout the speech w ith  h is  hand to  h is  ear 
lis te n in g  w ith  obvious p le a su re .13^
^ ^ D a lla s  Horning Mews, October 2, 1892.
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A t the conclusion o f  h is  address, the Governor In v ite d  every­
one to  share the barbecue provided ou ts ide  the h a l l .  That afternoon 
h a n d b ills  were c irc u la te d  throughout the Dallas area c a ll in g  a tte n tio n  
to  the small attendance and proc la im ing an auction  o f  barbecued meats, 
p a r t ic u la r ly  swine, which was a v a ila b le  because o f  the  " la ck  o f  In ­
te re s t 1n the g re a tly  advertised Hogg Ground Swell th a t was to  have 
been Inaugurated 1n D allas today and which d id  not pan o u t. ' ^ 33 These 
were handed out to  embarrass the Governor and h is  supporters. The 
t ru th  was th a t the barbecue was w e ll a ttended, and the meal com­
p le te ly  consumed.
The speech was p r in te d  1n I t s  e n t ire ty  In  the Dallas Morning 
News, the A ustin  Statesman, and the Houston Post. The Post ca lle d  
1 t "s trong  th roughout, ' ^ 34 w h ile  the  Statesman declared "Governor 
Hogg was 1n good form and e xce lle n t vo ice . " * 35 The speech was de­
c la red  by many to  be the best speech made to  date by a Democratic 
nom1 nee J 3®
Stump Speeches
Although Governor Hogg spoke In  each o f  the m etropo litan  
areas o f  D a llas , Houston, San A nton io , A u s tin , Galveston, and Fort 
Worth a t le a s t once and some o f them several tim es, the m a jo r ity  o f
133pallas Morning News. October 4 , 1892. 
^Houston Post. October 2, 1892.
*35Aust1n Statesman, October 2, 1892. 
136St. Clair, 105.
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h is  104 stump speeches 1n the campaign o f  1892 was made In  small 
towns. In each place h is  reception  and the r a l ly  th a t fo llow ed f i t  
In to  a p a tte rn  which varied  on ly  In enthusiasm and the numbers pre­
sent . In f r ie n d ly  areas there  were n a tu ra lly  more o f both, but there  
were a lso  present those who represented the oppos ition . When Hogg 
v is ite d  areas known to  be in  the enenjy camp, he was en te rta ined  more 
as the Governor than as a candidate , but always w ith  the d ig n ity  and 
respect due the c h ie f executive o f  the s ta te .
Upon h is  a r r iv a l 1n a community he was met by a reception 
committee. Because o f  the lack o f  proper conmunlcatlon there were 
Instances when the reception  d id  not take place as planned. In 
H ills b o ro  the welcoming committee mistook the re p o rte r fo r  the Dallas 
News fo r  the Governor, and a l l  were embarrassed when a no isy  demon­
s tra t io n  was staged fo r  the a r r iv a l o f  the wrong t r a in  J 37 At P a lestine  
a reception  was planned a t the country home o f John Reagan, but the 
t r a in  w ith  the Governor on board fa ile d  to  stop since I t  was on a 
down grade.13®
I f  the Governor was v is i t in g  1n a f r ie n d ly  area, he was greeted 
w ith  brass bands, cannon o r a n v il f i r in g  sa lu tes , and a cheering
139populace wearing badges. At McKinney he heard shouts o f "sooey.
There were always signs and banners o f  a l l  k inds. In F la to n la  some 
o f  them read "Texas fo r  Texans," "The Commission Saved Over $1,000,000
137P allas Morning News, June 14, 1892.
1 ^ D a lla s  Morning News, June 8 , 1892.
139Pal1as Morning News, A p r il 27, 1892.
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fo r  the Fanners o f  Texas on the Crop o f  1891," and "R a ilroad Lawyers 
Can No Longer Govern T e x a s I n  Bonham, "Who Is  C lark and Where Is 
Waco?" and "Hogg Is  the Fanner's C a n d id a te ;" ^  and 1n Navasota, "Two 
to  One George C lark B o lts  the Houston Convention." At B e llv lew  
C lark men accused Hogg's fo llo w e rs  o f packing up the signs and slogans 
and sending them ahead 1n order th a t they could be used again and 
a g a i n . H o g g  not on ly  saw signs In d ic a tin g  support fo r  h is  candi­
dacy, but fre q u e n tly  those opposing him. An example was the signs 
a t Baird which read "No Hogg," "Down w ith  One-Man Power," and "Hogg 
and Hard Times.
The bands fre q u e n tly  played "D ix ie "  as Hogg a rr iv e d ; however, 
the band a t Brenham played "H a ll to  the C h i e f . O f t e n  the cheering 
crowds created enough noise th a t the bands could not be heard. H ills b o ro  
was ca lle d  the  "o u ty e llIn g e s t crowd y e t . " 1^®
The lo ca l Hogg Club took care o f  p lanning the r a l ly .  The 
g ree ting  and speaking p la tfo rm  groups were made up o f  c i t y  and county 
d ig n ita r ie s  and anyone from th a t area who happened to  be running fo r  
o f f ic e  on the Democratic t ic k e t .  In order th a t the townspeople could
^ D allas Morning News, May 13, 1892. 
^ Dallas Morning News. May 19, 1892. 
^ Dallas Morning News, June 2, 1892. 
^ D allas Morning News, June 3, 1892. 
^ Dallas Morning News, June 11, 1892. 
^ D a l la s  Morning News. June 3, 1892. 
Da 11 as Morning News. June 14, 1892.
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meet and greet t h e ir  d is ting u ished  guest a reception  was scheduled 
a t a lo ca l h o te l,  church, o r  nearby home. E arly  1n the canvass i t  
was Hogg's h a b it to  eat lunch before speaking; however, as the  weather 
began to  get warmer, he spoke f i r s t  and then ate . In Gonzales h is  
fr ie n d s  wanted him to  eat a barbecue d inn e r, but he sa id , “ Every time 
I ea t d inner and d r in k  b u tte rm ilk  before speaking, dad blamed I f  I 
d o n 't pay fo r  1 t when I get up to  speak. I fee l as s lugg ish as a mud 
ca t and as slow as a messenger boy. No, thank you, gentlemen, w a it 
u n t i l  a f te r  the speak ing ."14^
S h o rtly  before the r a l ly  a parade would gather to  conduct 
the speaker to  the s ite  o f  h is  address. The parade would have a 
grand m arsha ll, and the order o f march was the same 1n most o f  the 
cw im unltles. In a ca rriag e  drawn, In  some Instances, by fo u r w h ite  
horses, the Governor was preceded by bands and m il i ta r y  u n its  and 
fo llow ed by the c i t y  and county o f f ic ia ls  and c it iz e n s  1n carriages 
and on fo o t. The parade 1n Fort Worth on May 17 was very d isappo in ting  
w ith  a to ta l o f  on ly  156 people In c lu d in g  the b a n d ; 1* 8  w h ile  a t T y le r 
on the n ig h t o f  October 22, more than 2,000 p a r t ic ip a te d . 149
In a small town the speech was gene ra lly  scheduled 1n the 
afternoon In  a grove o f tre e s , a pa rk , the town square, o r some o the r 
convenient area which could acconvnodate la rge  numbers o f  people. Hogg 
a lso spoke 1n courthouses, 1n opera houses. In  G a in e sv ille  In  a
^ Dallas Morning News, June 26, 1892.
1 ^ D a lla s  Morning News, May 18, 1892.
1490a llas  Morning News, October 23, 1892.
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patent medicine man's te n t , 150 the Chautauqua In  San Marcos, 151 Sam 
Jones's tabernacle  1n Corsicana and P a le s tin e , 152 the Knights o f 
Pythias Hall 1n C eleste, 153 a co tton  seed warehouse 1n E nn is,15*  and 
the A r t i l l e r y  H all 1n Galveston. 155 At the outdoor gatherings seating 
was provided fo r  a t le a s t a p o rtio n  o f  the audience, and the speaker's 
stand was draped w ith  bunting and fla g s  and decorated w ith  signs and 
slogans. Young school g i r ls  presented the Governor w ith  flow ers 
which he then placed on o r near the stand a f te r  k is s in g  the l i t t l e  
g i r ls .  I f  a h a ll was used, the speaker's stand was s im ila r ly  dec­
ora ted .
The audiences n a tu ra lly  ranged In s ize  depending upon (1} the 
in te re s t  o f  the people In  the area, (2) whether the speech was de live red  
1n a h a ll o r outdoors, and (3) the weather. A t Columbus during the 
heat o f  the summer there were on ly  500 people present a t the c o u rt­
house a f te r  a very “ tame re ce p tio n , 1,155 y e t 1n equa lly  hot weather 
1n Waxahachle 3,500 heard Hogg speak In a grove o f  tre e s . 157
ISO fo rt Worth Gazette. May 6 , 1892.
151Pallas Morning Hews, June 24, 1892.
^ D a l la s  Morning News, A p r il 30, 1892 and June 8 , 1892.
153P allas Morning Hews. October 20, 1892.
15*0al1as Morning Hews, A p r il 29, 1892.
1550 a lla s  Morning Hews. May 15, 1892.
156P allas Morning News, Ju ly  2, 1892.
157P a ll as Morning News. June 15, 1892.
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Hogg always welcomed la d les  to  h is speeches, and he was "too  
good a p o l i t ic ia n  to  Ignore the bab ies ." I t  was reported th a t by 
mid-June he had kissed 5,000 babies. " I  love c h ild re n ,"  he sa id ,
"and another th in g , when you get 1n p o l i t ic s  and k iss  babies you may 
scare the babies to  death, but you w i l l  win th e ir  mothers, world 
w ith ou t end, and the hand th a t rocks the crad le  genera lly  co n tro ls  
the vo te . " 150 He fre q u e n tly  found C lark fo llo w e rs  and th ir d  pa rty  
men 1n the crowds, and many o f  h is  audiences Included black vo te rs .
A ll o f  these people were encouraged to  ask questions.
The unpredictab le  weather o f  Texas played I t s  p a rt In  the 
campaign. During the e a rly  spring and the e a r ly  f a l l  the weather 
was Ideal fo r  outdoor ga therings; however, the heat o f  la te  June and 
Ju ly  took i t s  t o l l  1n attendance and had I t s  e f fe c t  on the corpu lan t 
candidate. During these months he encouraged h is  l is te n e rs ,  e s p e c ia lly  
when he spoke 1n closed una lrcond ltloned h a lls ,  to  fe e l fre e  to  leave 
I f  the heat became too uncomfortable. On several occasions he removed 
h is  coat during h is  address. In Ju ly  In Bryan he described the 
weather as "h o t as a f r iz z ly  hen In  a wool b la n ke t. " 159 Frequently 
ra in  o r  the th re a t o f  ra in  a ffec ted  the attendance o r the mood o f 
the audience. In Wolfe C ity  he spoke outdoors to  a small crowd w h ile  
I t  was d r iz z lin g  ra in . 1®0 Follow ing a hard ra in  the Governor v is ite d
150Pallas Horning News. June 21, 1892.
1 ^ D a lla s  Morning Hews, Ju ly  2 , 1892.
160Da11as Horning Hews. October 20, 1892.
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Denison to  f in d  l i t t l e  enthusiasm because a l l  s p i r i t s  were dam pened;^ 
however, the people and the land were refreshed by a hard ra in  1n 
B ra n h a m .^
The length o f  h is  address varied  according to  the s itu a t io n .
He made a number o f  w h is tle  stop speeches from the steps o f  the t r a in ,  
and these were from 5 to  30 minutes In leng th . Most o f  h is  re g u la r ly  
scheduled addresses were from one and a h a lf  to  three hours long.
The most spectacu lar demonstrations during  the campaign were 
staged 1n the Governor's home d t y  o f  T y le r. The f i r s t  o f  these was 
unplanned and was occasioned by the fa c t th a t George C lark was to  
speak a t  the T y le r Opera House on the evening o f October 22 w h ile  
Governor Hogg was re tu rn in g  to  T y le r to  re s t fo llo w in g  an afternoon 
speaking engagement 1n M arshall. By the tim e the Governor's t r a in  
a rr ive d  each end o f the town square was decorated, one end fo r  Hogg 
and one fo r  C lark. Bon f i r e s  were l i t  and a n v ils  f i r e d  fo r  each can­
d ida te . Two thousand people met Hogg a t the t r a in ,  and a to rc h lig h t  
parade conducted the c h ie f executive In to  town under an umbrella o f  
flow ers . He s ta ted  th a t on re tu rn in g  home "no man on earth  has been 
received w ith  a g rea te r demonstration than th 1s . " l ®3 The Governor's 
speech was sh o rt; however, the speaking and ce le b ra tin g  continued 
in to  the n ig h t. "Only . . . the dawn o f the Sabbath brought to
P a ll as Morning News, A p r il 26, 1892.
^ D a l la s  Morning Hews, June 3, 1892.
1 ^ D a lla s  Morning News, October 23, 1892.
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quietude and to  re s t the most remarkable double p o l i t ic a l ju b ile e "  
th a t Tyler had ever w itnessed. 164
The second Ty le r welcome fo r  th e ir  fa v o r ite  son came on the 
eve o f the e le c tio n . The Houston Post described the scene: "By 10
o 'c lo ck  the scene on the square beggared de scrip tion . The people 
could not be counted. There was a jam everywhere, the excitement ran 
h igh. Bands were p lay ing , fla g s  waving and the shouts o f the m u lt i­
tude was [s1cj deafening. There were hundreds o f colored men 1n the 
procession wearing Hogg badges. The colored Hogg band from Hopewell 
added to  the music and excitement. Every t ra in  . . . came in  loaded. 
Such a scene was never witnessed 1n th is  c i t y  o r 1n Smith county. . . . 
There was no barbecue, e ith e r ,  and no free whisky to  a t t ra c t  the 
people here today. They came through pure p a trio tism  and th e ir  love 
fo r  Texas and good government. " 166 The speaker's stand was decorated 
w ith  bunting and f la g s , and behind 1t  hung 11fe -s 1zed p ic tu res o f 
Grover Cleveland, Adlal Stevenson, and James Hogg. The Governor's 
p ic tu re  was In the center and framed w ith  "zephyr work o f le t te rs  
and flowers o f s i lk "  done by one o f  the loca l la d les . The In s c r ip ­
t io n  read "The People's Governor, J. S. Hogg. " 166 This was the 
scene o f Hogg's f in a l speech o f the 1892 campaign.
The occasions o f  Governor Hogg's speeches appear to  have 
been soc ia l and educational a f fa irs  as well as p o l i t ic a l  ones.
164Ib1d.
1 ^ Houston Post, November 8 , 1892.
166Ib1d.
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p a r t ic u la r ly  In  the sm alle r communities. The businesses w ith in  the 
town were c losed , the people from the surrounding area packed up th e ir  
fa m ilie s  and tra ve le d  sometimes q u ite  a d is tance to  a ttend the r a l ly ,  
and a ca rn iva l atmosphere p reva iled  throughout the e n t ire  day.
In comparing Hogg's two guberna to ria l campaigns, a number 
o f  s im i la r i t ie s  become apparent. In both campaigns Hogg presented 
h is  p o s itio n  1n a d e ta ile d  opening speech which he continued to  use 
as the basis fo r  h is  stump speeches. In the 1892 campaign he pre- 
sented e s s e n tia lly  the same speech up to  the tim e o f  the convention.
With the s p l i t  1n the pa rty  and a strong campaign waged by C lark and 
the P o pu lis t oppos ition  led by Nugent, he was forced to  continue to  
campaign to  the eve o f  the e le c tio n . During th is  period he used h is  
address a t Dallas 1n October as the foundation fo r  the remainder o f 
the stump speeches.
The two campaigns were s im ila r  a lso  1n th a t Hogg was Involved 
In  p u b lic  debate which he enjoyed. The encounters w ith  C lark a t 
Cameron and Cleburne fa r  surpassed h is  previous debates w ith  Cook 
1n 1890 1n excitem ent, enthusiasm, and the  number o f  people who 
attended.
In 1892 Hogg continued h is  p ra c tic e  o f  seeking questions from 
the audience. This period was enjoyable fo r  him, and th is  contact 
was a s ig n if ic a n t  fa c to r  In e s ta b lis h in g  h is  re p u ta tio n  as "the  People's 
Governor." The Railroad Commission was the main issue 1n 1890 and 1892. 
In  the second campaign the e le c tiv e -a p p o in tiv e  argument was Impor­
ta n t,  and he was forced to  defend the existence o f the Commission.
137
The basic d iffe re n ce s  In the campaigns stem from the fa c t  th a t 
In  1892 Hogg had s tronger and b e tte r organized oppos ition  and he was 
forced to  campaign much more e x te n s ive ly  and In te n s iv e ly  because o f 
th a t op po s itio n . In h is  1890 campaign he de live red  a t le a s t 31 speeches. 
In h is  address a t Waco on November 5 during the 1892 campaign, he In d i­
cated th a t he had made 103 speeches up to  th a t t im e J 67 He closed 
the campaign the fo llo w in g  n ig h t a t T y le r, a to ta l o f 104 speeches by 
h is  count. An examination o f  the Dallas Morning News fo r  each day 
from A p ril 21, when he opened h is canvass, to  November 8, e le c tio n  
day, reveals th a t the paper reported 94 o f h is  speeches. I t  was the 
p o lic y  o f  The News to  have a re p o rte r w ith  Hogg a t a l l  tim es, hence 
the widespread p u b l ic ity  given him by th is  paper. In r e a l i t y  he spoke 
three times as much in  1892 as in  1890. Another fa c to r  was the lack 
o f a favo rab le  press. Even though the papers gave him p u b l ic i ty ,  1t 
was ra re ly  favorab le  and fre q u e n tly  extremely c r i t i c a l .  The extended 
campaign accounts fo r  some o f the increase in  the number o f speeches. 
However, comparing the number up to  the time o f  the convention reveals 
th a t in  1890 he had spoken 31 times and in  the same period in  1892 
he spoke 64 tim es, more than tw ice  as many speeches. In J u ly , h is  
speech a t M arlin  on the 8th was h is  la s t  u n t i l  h is  Dallas speech on 
October 1. This was because o f the federa l cou rt in ju n c tio n  th a t went 
to  t r i a l  on Ju ly  25, the decis ion in  th is  case which was not rendered 
u n t i l  August 22, and the s p l i t  in  the Democratic pa rty  a t the Houston 
convention. There were no speeches during September w h ile  Hogg,
167DaU as Morning News, November 6, 1892.
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Attorney General Culberson, and the ra ilro a d  coim ilssloners prepared 
to  argue I ts  case before the United States Supreme Court. From 
October 1 to  e le c tio n  day, a to ta l o f  38 days, Hogg spoke 30 times 
by the Dallas News account.
In  the 1890 campaign, Hogg favored Thursdays and Saturdays 
fo r  h is  r a l l ie s ,  but during 1892 he spoke on every day except Sunday.
In 1890 the f i r s t  p a rt o f  the week was delegated to  h is  du ties  as 
a tto rney  general in  A u s tin , but such was not the case in  1892. His 
speaking tou rs  were long and tiresom e, sometimes over two weeks In 
leng th  In  1892.
E le c tion  day, November 8, 1892, was co ld  and ra in y .168 Since 
much o f  Hogg's support came from ru ra l areas, there  was concern th a t 
muddy roads would prevent many o f these voters from reaching the 
p o lls .  However, the o f f ic ia l  vote was Hogg, 190,286; C la rk , 133,395; 
Nugent, 108,483; Houston, 1,322; and Pendergast, 1 ,605 .169 The to ta l 
vote was 435,291 o f which Hogg got 44% compared w ith  76% in  1890. 
Undoubtedly the s p l i t  in  the Democratic pa rty  and the th ir d  pa rty  
p o p u la r ity  eroded h is  support.
Sumnary
This chapter has analyzed James Hogg's audiences and occasions 
in  the two guberna to ria l campaigns. Throughout both campaigns Hogg 
f e l t  compelled to  go to  the people and le t  them make the choice. The
1 ^ Houston Post, November 9, 1892. 
16®Texas House Jo u rn a l, 1893, 52-58.
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campaigns conducted by Hogg were unique 1n th a t he made an earnest 
attempt to  get h is  message to  the voters because I t  was blocked by 
the press. He enjoyed campaigning; he e s p e c ia lly  enjoyed speaking 
to  crowds and m ing ling  w ith  them, ta lk in g  th e ir  language about th e ir  
problems. B i t t e r ly  opposed by strong and w e ll-o rgan ized fo rce s , he 
f e l t  th a t i f  he could exp la in  h is  p o lic ie s  and reforms the Texas 
voters would support him.
"The c i t y  d a ll ie s  . . . made much use o f  such value loaded 
words as 'ra b b le , ' 'd is g ru n t le d , ' 1 ig n o ra n t, ’ ’ rad ica ls * In describ ing  
Hogg*s fo llo w in g ."^ 70 This was probably one o f the causes o f the 
b itte rn e ss  manifested during  the campaigns, p a r t ic u la r ly  In  1892. 
“ Friends parted ways, communities were s p l i t  In to  fa c t io n s , churches, 
schools and lodges were f i l l e d  w ith  d issension. . . .  As the leaders 
got th e ir  fo rces organized, and as the campaign grew warmer, p ra c t i­
c a l ly  every man In  the s ta te  f e l l  1n l in e  on one s ide  o r the o th e r .” 17^
A t each p o l i t ic a l  gathering the audience lis te n e d  to  p ra c t ic a l ly  
the same speeches th a t were given a t Weatherford (C la rk ) and W ills  
Point and Dallas (Hogg). The Governor “ continued h is  defense o f h is  
a d m in is tra tio n  and seemed not to  t i r e .  The more he campaigned the 
more vigorous he became. C lark could not stand the s tra in  so w e ll and 
grew t ir e d  before the campaign was o v e r . " !7^
17°Cotner, Biography, 200.
171S t. C la ir ,  3.
^ In te r v ie w  w ith  Barry M i l le r ,  June 28, 1927, c ite d  1n St. 
C la ir ,  57.
CHAPTER V
CAMPAIGN OF 1890
This chapter w i l l  analyze James Hogg's speech de live red  a t 
Rusk, Texas, A p r il 18, 1890, opening h is  f i r s t  guberna to ria l campaign. 
The Rusk speech was chosen as a rep resen ta tive  speech 1n the 1890 
campaign because (1) 1 t was the f i r s t  and most complete statement 
o f  Hogg's Ideas, (2) i t  was p rin te d  1n pamphlet form and c irc u la te d  
throughout the s ta te  by Hogg and h is  supporters, (3) 1t served as a 
source o f  common places fo r  a l l  o f  h is  la te r  speeches, and (4) Hogg 
s ta ted th a t h is  e n t ire  campaign rested upon h is  Rusk speech.
The ana lys is  o f  the speech w i l l  consider (1) the o rg a n iza tio n ,
(2) the use o f  lo g ic a l p ro o f, (3) the use o f  e th ic a l p ro o f, and (4) 
the use o f  emotional p roo f.
O rganization
The fo llo w in g  ana lys is  o f  o rgan iza tion  1n Hogg's Rusk speech 
w i l l  consider (1) them atic emergence, (2) method o f arrangement,
(3) rh e to r ic a l o rd e r, and (4) adjustment to  the audience.
Thematic Emergence
Hogg c le a r ly  s ta ted  the main theme o f h is  Rusk speech when 
he sa id , "the  Issue so sha rp ly  drawn 1n the present campaign 1s, sh a ll 
corporate power o r the s ta te  co n tro l?  The f ig h t  Is  on and the Issue
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1s unmistakably presented. I ts  d isgu ise  by e ith e r  s ide  would be 
re p re h e n s ib le ."1 His statement de lineated to  the audience the cen tra l 
focus o f  the speech as w e ll as o f the  e n t ire  campaign. From th is  
theme Hogg argued the p ro p o s itio n  th a t the s ta te  o f  Texas should 
e s ta b lis h  a re g u la to ry  ra ilro a d  commission. The audience a t Rusk 
had gathered to  hear what Hogg would do I f  e lected  governor, and the 
cen tra l p ro po s itio n  o f  p o lic y  1s c le a r ly  marked. From the theme th a t 
the s ta te , not corporate power should c o n tro l, Hogg developed deduc­
t iv e ly  h is  three main arguments In  the speech: the power o f  the
ra ilro a d s  is  excessive, the ra ilro a d s  are abusing the people, and 
the commission 1s the answer. In a d d itio n  to  th is  prim ary theme he 
discussed th ree  a d d itio n a l programs: fre e  p u b lic  schools, land co r­
po ra tio n s , and a Confederate home. These issues were discussed la te  
1n the speech and l i t t l e  emphasis was placed on them.
Method o f Arrangement
In the Rusk speech the d iv is io n  and arrangement o f  the 
m ate ria l 1s lo g ic a l in  o rd e r. Of the types o f  lo g ic a l o rder des­
cribed by Thonssen, Baird and Braden,2 Hogg's speech may best be 
described as a d iscussion o f  p o lic y . He developed the abuses 
argument to  am p lify  the " f e l t  d i f f i c u l t y "  and con trasted  the
Hhe Rusk speech 1s found 1n p rin te d  pamphlets and hand w r it te n  
notes In  the Archives o f  the U n iv e rs ity  o f  Texas L ib ra ry , A u s tin , Texas; 
the Dallas Morning News; the Fort Worth Gazette; the Texas Farmer;
Raines, Speeches; and Cotner, Addresses. A l l  subsequent quota tions 
w ith in  th is  section  are from the Rusk speech unless otherw ise Ind ica te d .
^Thonssen, Baird and Braden, 474.
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Inadequacies o f  the cu rre n t method o f  co n tro l w ith  the ra ilro a d  
commission, p o in tin g  ou t the s u p e r io r ity  o f  the commission.
R hetorica l Order
During the 1890 campaign Hogg ca rr ie d  w ith  him a small pocket 
ledger book con ta in ing  p e rtin e n t fa c ts ,  data, and names o f  leaders 
1n towns and c i t ie s  across the s ta te . Ins ide  the f ro n t  cover o f  the 
book was the fo llo w in g  o u t lin e  o f  h is  Rusk speech:
I .  Acknowledgments 
I I .  Record o f  A tto rney General 
I I I .  Canvass and the Issues 
IV. Railway Regulation
1. H is to ry  o f  Highways
2. T he ir growth
3. T he ir debts, earnings and expenses compared to
governments
4. What the S tate d id  fo r  them
5. T he ir abuses
6. The remedy a Commission
V. Road Amendment (marked out by James Hogg)
V I. P ub lic  Free Schools 
V II .  Land Corporations 
V I I I .  Confederate Home
Conclusion^
An examination o f  the  speech in d ica tes  th a t he fo llow ed the o u t lin e  
c a re fu lly .
Of the 46 pages o f the p rin te d  copy o f  the speech, Hogg's 
In tro d u c tio n  made up seven pages.*  He Introduced h is  speech w ith  
a "common ground" appeal. Describing Rusk as the place where he 
was born, a playground o f h is  ch ildhood, the speaker asserted h is
^The Hogg C o lle c tio n , U n ive rs ity  o f  Texas L ib ra ry  A rchives.
*C otner, Addresses, 63-103.
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d e s ire  to  begin h is  campaign among l i fe lo n g  fr ie n d s  and associa tes.
He continued w ith  a re ference to  o th e r members o f  the audience as 
h is  fr ie n d s .
Just a f te r  the war, when merely a boy, many o f  you w i l l  remember 
I l e f t  these fa m il ia r  scenes and generous people to  cast my lo t  
among strangers 1n another county. How they trea ted  and tru s te d  
me ask them. Look among th is  vast concourse and you w i l l  see 
many o f  those good people a hundred m iles from th e ir  homes tak ing  
p a rt In  th is  dem onstration. They have been drawn here by t ie s  
o f  a f fe c t io n  th a t are too strong fo r  d is s o lu t io n , too pure fo r  
o th e r than fr ie n d s  to  bear. To them I d ire c t  you fo r  an account 
o f  m yself 1n a l l  walks o f l i f e  since I l e f t  you so many years 
ago.
Furthe r e s ta b lis h in g  h is  ethos as a man o f  In te g r i ty ,  Hogg completed 
h is  In tro d u c tio n  w ith  a review o f  h is  past record from road overseer 
to  a tto rn ey  general. He d id  not preview the body o f  the speech.
Introduced by a statement o f  the th e s is , the body o f  the 
speech covered fo u r main po in ts  as se t out in  h is  o u t l in e ;  however, 
on ly  the ra ilw a y  re g u la tio n  issue was f u l l y  developed. With l i t t l e  
development he mentioned h is  campaign promises regard ing p u b lic  fre e  
schools, land co rp o ra tion s , and the Confederate home. His treatm ent 
o f  ra ilw a y  re g u la tio n  covered 35 pages o f  the p r in te d  speech, and 
the d iscussion o f  the  o the r Issues occupied on ly  4 pages. This 
d is t r ib u t io n  Ind ica ted  the  Importance Hogg placed upon the ra ilw a y  
re g u la tio n  Issue.
The tra n s it io n s  and signposts denoting the separation o f  h is  
main po in ts  were c le a r . He began each o f  the major d iv is io n s  o f 
the body o f  the speech w ith  lo g ic a l appeals to  e s ta b lish  h is  pos i­
t io n  and concluded each d iv is io n  w ith  an emotional appeal.
Hogg concluded the Rusk speech w ith  an emotional appeal o f 
the de s tiny  o f  Texas under law.
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She welcomes 1 (m ig ran ts but on con d itio n  th a t they obey her 
laws. On high p r in c ip le s  o f  e q u a lity  and ju s t ic e  to  a l l  under 
the law , before the law, le t  her procla im  to  and assure c i v i l i ­
za tio n  th a t l i f e ,  l ib e r ty  and p rope rty  are guaranteed sa fe ty  
w ith in  every section  o f  her dominion and there can be no re ­
s t r a in t  o r In fluence  th a t w i l l  check the great In f lu x  o f  brawn, 
b ra ins and c a p ita l.  Let the w orld know th a t 1n Texas the
'Sovereign law, the S ta te 's  co lle c te d  w i l l ,
O 'e r thrones and globe e la te
S1ts empress--crown1ng good, repressing 111,'
and copious showers o f p ro sp e rity  w i l l  pour 1n on us from every 
land and every c lim e.
Analysis o f  the O rganization in  Terms o f  Audience Adjustment
The In tro d u c tio n  suggests ca re fu l adaptation to  Hogg's 1mned- 
1ate audience, p a r t ic u la r ly  In  the extended development o f  the “ common 
ground" which he shared w ith  h is  audience. Hogg c a p ita liz e d  on h is 
past experiences w ith  the people o f Rusk and the surrounding area 
to  secure a sympathetic hearing fo r  h is  Ideas.
The body o f the  speech re f le c ts  Hogg's reco gn itio n  th a t he 
was addressing two audiences: h is  Immediate lis te n e rs  in  Rusk and
a la rg e r audience which would be reached by h is  Ideas through press 
coverage o f  the te x t  o f  h is  speech and the c irc u la t io n  o f p r iv a te ly  
p rin te d  copies o f  I t .  The thoroughness w ith  which he developed the 
c r i t ic a l  ra ilro a d  Issue suggests h is  awareness o f ,  and adaptation to  
th is  la rg e r audience In  the body o f  the speech. The in te n s ive  coverage 
o f th is  issue was necessary since the speech was the I n i t i a l  s ta te ­
ment o f  h is  p o s it io n  and was published and d is tr ib u te d  sta tew ide.
Logical Proof
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Argumentative Development
In the Rusk speech Hogg discussed seven contentions: (1) the
s ta te  has the r ig h t  to  regu la te  the ra ilro a d s , (2) the ra ilro a d  
in d u s try  possesses excessive power, (3) the ra ilro a d  in du s try  is  
pe rp e tra tin g  abuses upon the people, (4) a reg u la to ry  conmission 
w ith  plenary powers can con tro l the ra ilro a d s , (5) the s ta te  should 
support pu b lic  free  schools, (6 ) land corpora tions must be c o n tro lle d , 
and (7) a Confederate home should be estab lished .
The State Has the R ight to  Regulate R a ilroads.
The foundation o f Hogg's e n t ire  case fo r  re g u la tio n  o f the 
ra ilro a d s  was the contention th a t the s ta te  had the lega l r ig h t  and 
the o b lig a tio n  to  regu la te  them. He maintained th a t both English 
comnon law and the Texas C o n s titu tio n  o f 1876 gave the s ta te  th is  
r ig h t .  Developing th is  Idea, Hogg contended th a t 1t was a p r in c ip le  
o f  common law th a t whenever a business was operated 1n the pub lic  
In te re s t th a t business ceased to  be a p r iv a te  concern, and the pu b lic  
had a voice 1n I t s  opera tion . This p r in c ip le  as s tated by Lord 
Chie f Ju s tice  Hale o f  England over 200 years e a r l ie r  was quoted 1n 
the United States Supreme Court dec is ion  o f Munn vs . I l l i n o i s , which 
app lied  1t to  the re g u la tio n  o f ra ilro a d s .®  As a re s u lt  o f  th is  
decis ion  the framers o f the 1876 Texas C o n s titu tio n  Ind icated th a t
®Munn vs. I l l i n o is ,  (94 US 126).
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ra ilro a d s  were "p u b lic  highways" and th a t ra ilro a d  companies were 
"common c a r r ie r s . " 6 Hogg s ta ted  th a t these p r in c ip le s  are "expressly 
so declared by the C o n s titu tio n  and the  common law ."
Hogg fu r th e r  argued th a t 1n order fo r  pu b lic  highways to  be 
b u i l t  and maintained the s ta te  had entered In to  a ch a rte r o r con trac t 
w ith  a co rp o ra tion . This ch a rte r gave the b u ild e r the r ig h t  to  c o l­
le c t  t o l l s  o r ra tes fo r  the use o f the road, w h ile  the s ta te  re ta ined  
the r ig h t  to  l im i t  the amount charged fo r  the t o l l s .
Hogg contended th a t as long as these companies, created by 
the s ta te  fo r  the convenience o f  the p u b lic ,  were small the ch a rte r 
arrangement worked w e ll;  but when the companies began to  grow In 
s ize and power, they re vo lte d  aga inst con tro l by the s ta te . B u ild ing  
on th is  idea, Hogg asserted th a t the ra ilro a d s , on the o ther hand, 
had declared themselves p r iv a te  co rp o ra tion s ; th e re fo re , the rates 
set by any law o r commission were a v io la t io n  o f  the 14th amendment 
dep riv ing  them o f property  w ithou t due process o f  law , a form o f 
c o n fis c a tio n . According to  Hogg, th is  ra ilro a d  argument Ignored a l l  
o f  the U. S. Supreme Court decis ions g iv in g  the r ig h t  o f  re g u la tio n  
to  the s ta tes .
Furthe r, Hogg also claimed th a t the ra ilro a d s  contended th a t 
they had the same lega l s ta tus  as a p r iv a te  c it iz e n ;  hence, the s ta te  
had no r ig h t  to  regu la te  them. Hogg denounced th is  ta c t ic  as a 
method o f  confusing the Issue, d e c la rin g  th a t the ra ilro a d  o ra to rs
^ A r t ic le  X, Section, Texas C o n s titu tio n , Texas Almanac, 1969,
517.
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"know b e tte r"  and accused them o f so p h is try . He then compared the 
d iffe ren ces  between the r ig h ts  o f  In d iv id u a ls  and o f co rpora tions. 
Throughout th is  contention Hogg attempted to  prove the s ta te  had 
lega l grounds fo r  the establishm ent o f  a re g u la to ry  convnlsslon w ith  
plenary powers.
The Railroad Industry  Has Excessive Power.
Hogg's second major contention In  the Rusk speech was th a t 
the ra ilro a d  Indus try  had grown la rge  enough to  w ie ld  excessive 
power. His argumentation focused on the economic power the ra ilro a d s  
had a t th e ir  d isposa l. The p o in t Hogg attempted to  make was th a t 
since the Indus try  was so la rge  and powerful and was able to  con tro l 
such an enormous amount o f  the s ta te 's  econony, i t  would take a 
s ig n if ic a n t  amount o f  power to  b ring  the Indus try  under c o n tro l.
This argument formed the basis fo r  Hogg's advocacy o f a ra ilro a d  
commission w ith  s u f f ic ie n t  power to  counter th a t o f  the ra ilro a d  
In d u s try .
The Railroad Industry  1s P e rpe tra ting  Abuses upon the People.
The th ir d  major contention 1n the Rusk speech was th a t the 
ra ilro a d s  were by th e ir  d isc rim in a to ry  p rac tices  abusing the people 
o f  Texas. The primary abuse discussed by Hogg was the excessive ly 
high t r a f f i c  ra tes charged by the ra ilro a d s . He claimed th a t the 
power to  se t ra tes o r to  change them w ith ou t n o tice  was vested 
In  the t r a f f i c  managers, whom Hogg described as men who "never 
saw Texas, bending over th e ir  desks In  Hew York, Chicago, S t. Louis
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and New Orleans, and the on ly  questions 1n th e ir  minds as to  how much 
the t r a f f i c  would bea r." He concluded th a t there  were th ree  reasons 
fo r  high ra te s : (1) the Issuance o f  watered s tock, (2) the long haul
and sh o rt haul p ra c tic e , and (3) the g ran ting  o f  rebates and d is ­
c rim in a to ry  ra te  f ix in g .
According to  Hogg, the C o n s titu tio n  lim ite d  the Issuance o f 
stock by ra ilro a d s  to  the purpose o f  con s truc tio n  o r major re p a irs . 
Hogg's p o s itio n  was th a t the b u ild in g  and re p a ir  d id  not ju s t i f y  
the amount o f  Increased c a p ita liz a t io n  by the In d u s try . He con­
tended th a t the stock and bonds sold on the market were not fo r  new 
con s truc tion  o r re p a ir ;  hence, they were f ic t i t io u s .
In Hogg's ana lys is  the ra ilro a d  p o s itio n  was th a t I t s  In ­
debtedness was not the p u b lic 's  concern. Hogg responded by a ff irm in g  
th a t the f in a n c ia l con d ition  o f  the Indus try  was the business o f the 
people, because the on ly  way the ra ilro a d  debts could be paid was 
by Increased charges fo r  passenger and f re ig h t  ra te s . Hogg fu r th e r  
asserted th a t stocks and bonds bear In te re s t which must be paid out 
o f  the ra i lro a d 's  earnings or the l in e  would be put In to  re ce ive r­
ship which would be even more expensive. A ll o f  these debts plus 
the usual opera ting  expenses must be paid. According to  Hogg, the 
Issuance o f  f i c t i t io u s  stock and bonds was the basic reason fo r  high 
ra te s .
Hogg then contended th a t the second reason fo r  u n fa ir  ra tes 
was the long h a u l-sh o rt haul p ra c tic e . As Hogg developed 1 t ,  the 
problem was th a t manufacturers ou ts ide the s ta te  could sh ip  to  a 
p o in t 1n Texas a t a lower cost than Texas manufacturers could ship
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to  lo ca l markets. Hogg accused the ra ilro a d s  o f  d is c r im in a tio n  1n 
fa vo r o f  o u t-o f-s ta te  producers, a d e f in i te  disadvantage fo r  Texas 
Indus try  and a s ig n if ic a n t  fa c to r  1n perpetuating the c o lo n ia l econony 
o f Texas.
Hogg's th ir d  reason fo r  high ra tes was the p o lic y  o f  g ran ting  
rebates and fre e  passes. He claimed th a t In fo rm ation  concerning 
rebates was considered c o n fid e n tia l ra ilro a d  business; th e re fo re , 
actual data as to  the exten t o f  th is  p ra c tic e  was not a v a ila b le .
Hogg concluded th a t rebates and passes were a common p ra c tice  and 
th a t rebates were a c tu a lly  a loss o f Income to  the ra ilro a d s  which 
had to  be made up by increased ra tes charged less favored shippers 
and passengers. He claimed th a t the a b o lit io n  o f  these abusive 
p ra c tices  would reduce ra te s .
A S tate Reoulatory Commission w ith  Plenary Powers Can Control the
Railroads?
Hogg's fo u r th  major contention 1n h is  Rusk speech was th a t 
a re g u la to ry  comnlsslon w ith  the power to  make and enforce ra tes 
was an e f fe c t iv e  means o f re g u la tin g  the ra ilro a d s  and co rre c tin g  
the cu rre n t abuses. He pointed out th a t th ree  methods had been t r ie d  
1n the h is to ry  o f  ra ilro a d  re g u la tio n  In  Texas. The ra ilro a d s  had 
made attem pts to  regu la te  themselves, the s ta te  had attempted to  
enforce the p rov is ions  o f  each company's c h a rte r, and the le g is la tu re  
had enacted laws aimed a t e f fe c t iv e  re g u la tio n . According to  Hogg, 
each o f  these methods had proved in e f fe c tu a l.  Hogg reminded h is  
audience th a t the C o n s titu tio n  had ordered laws enacted to  e s ta b lis h  
some form o f  c o n tro l,  but the le g is la tu re  had been unable to  f u l f i l l
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I t s  o b lig a tio n . Therefore, Hogg contended th a t a commission w ith  
p lenary powers was necessary.
The S tate Should Support P ub lic  Free Schools.
Hogg’ s f i f t h  contention was th a t he was 1n favo r o f the sup­
p o rt o f  the p u b lic  schools o f  Texas. He asserted th a t w h ile  the 
cu rre n t school term las ted  a l i t t l e  more than fo u r months, the 
C o n s titu tio n  s p e c if ic a l ly  requ ired  a term o f a t le a s t s ix  months 
1n leng th . Hogg maintained th a t the mandate o f  the C o n s titu tio n  
must be obeyed even i f  an Increase In  taxes was necessary. He 
Included the s ta te  u n iv e rs ity  and the  a g r ic u ltu ra l and mechanical 
co llege  In  M s promise o f support.
Land Corporations Must Be C o n tro lle d .
The s ix th  contention 1n Hogg’ s Rusk speech was th a t s ta te  
co n tro l must be exercised over land co rpora tions. Hogg reminded 
h is  lis te n e rs  th a t the C o n s titu tio n  p ro h ib ite d  p e rp e tu it ie s  and 
monopolies, and he asserted th a t  th is  p ro v is ion  was aimed a t a l l  
corporate power but e s p e c ia lly  t h e ir  ownership o f  land. Since land 
companies owned o r c o n tro lle d  about on e -fou rth  o f  the land 1n the 
s ta te , Hogg concluded th a t th is  was equ iva len t to  a monopoly. He 
asserted th a t  great blocks o f  pasto ra l land , some over 1,000,000 
acres 1n s iz e , were owned by Ha11ens, English lo rd s , syndicates and 
co rpora tions" and were managed by agents since the owners liv e d  
ou ts ide  the s ta te . Hogg's p o s it io n  was th a t these were monopolies 
and p e rp e tu itie s  and, th e re fo re , were forb idden by the C o n s titu tio n .
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A Confederate Home Should Be E stab lished.
Hogg's f in a l con ten tion  was th a t a home fo r  Confederate 
veterans should be es tab lished . He argued th a t the s ta te  owed I ts  
veterans some form o f  compensation fo r  th e ir  se rv ices , and h is  recom­
mendation was th a t a home fo r  them be b u i l t  and maintained by the s ta te .
Forms o f  Support
Thonssen, Baird and Braden p o in t out fo u r categories fo r  
analyzing the development o f  an argument: (1) in fe rence from deductive
p a tte rn s , (2) In ference from s p e c if ic  Instances, (3) Inference by 
analogy, and (4) Inference from causal re la t io n s .^  In a d d itio n  to  
these fo u r , appeal to  a u th o r ity  played a s ig n if ic a n t  ro le  1n Hogg's 
o ra to ry  and w i l l  be considered In  th is  a n a lys is . I t  w i l l  be the 
purpose o f  th is  section to  analyze each o f Hogg's contentions 1n 
l ig h t  o f  these f iv e  methods.
Inference from Deductive Patterns
Hogg developed s ix  contentions discussed 1n the preceding 
section  by the use o f  Inference from deductive p a tte rn s ; the f in a l 
contention w i l l  be discussed 1n the section  on emotional appeals.
These arguments may be cast In to  the fo llo w in g  ca tego rica l sy llog ism :
(1) Major Premise: Any Industry  serving the pu b lic  In te re s t
should be regu la ted .
Minor Premise: The ra ilro a d s  are serv ing the pu b lic
In te re s t.
7Thonssen, Baird and Braden, 402-411.
Conclusion:
(2) Major Premise:
Minor Premise: 
Conclusion:
(3) Major Premise: 
Minor Premise: 
Conclusion:
(4) Major Premise:
Minor Premise: 
Conclusion:
(5 ) Major Premise:
Minor Premise: 
Conclusion:
(6) Major Premise:
Minor Premise: 
Conclusion:
152
The ra ilro a d s  should be regu la ted .
Any Indus try  th a t possesses economic 
power g rea te r than the s ta te  should 
be regu la ted .
The ra ilro a d  Industry  possesses eco­
nomic power g rea te r than the s ta te .
The ra ilro a d  Industry  should be regu la ted .
An Ind us try  charging excessive ly high 
ra tes must be regu la ted .
The ra ilro a d  Industry  1s charging ex­
cess ive ly  high ra tes .
The ra ilro a d  Industry  must be regu la ted .
An e f fe c t iv e  means can con tro l the  r a i l ­
roads.
A commission Is  an e f fe c t iv e  means.
A cornnission can con tro l the ra ilro a d s .
Anyone who supports the Texas C o n s titu tio n  
w i l l  provide fo r  the support o f  pu b lic  
fre e  schools.
1 fyoggj support the C o n s titu tio n .
I Mogg] w i l l  provide fo r  the support o f  
the p u b lic  fre e  schools.
Anyone who supports the C o n s titu tio n  
w i l l  fo rb id  corporate land monopolies.
I [ko g g ] w i l l  support the C o n s titu tio n .
1 ftoggj w i l l  fo rb id  corporate land 
monopolies.
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Analysis o f  these arguments reveals th e ir  s y l lo g is t ic  forms 
to  be v a lid  1 f the  premises are tru e . Hogg supported the premises 
w ith  s p e c if ic  examples, ana log ies, comparisons, causal reasoning, and 
appeals to  a u th o r ity . The support fo r  the premises must be examined 
and evaluated before a f in a l conclusion can be reached regarding the 
r e l ia b i l i t y  o f  Hogg's lo g ic a l appeals.
Inferences from S p e c ific  Instances
To support the premises In  the Rusk speech, Hogg used argu­
ment from s p e c if ic  Instances seven tim es. His f i r s t  use o f argument 
from s p e c if ic  Instances was to  support the major premise In  h is 
f i r s t  sy llog ism . Arguing th a t the s ta te  had the r ig h t  to  regu la te  
the ra ilro a d  In d u s try , Hogg's major premise was th a t any Indus try  
serving the p u b lic  In te re s t should be regu la ted . He supported th is  
ge n e ra liza tion  by c it in g  instances in  which V irg in ia ,  Tennessee, 
and o ther s ta tes  had set t o l l s  and fees fo r  the use o f  the o ld  tu rn ­
pike roads. These s ta tes  had decreed th a t the roads were fo r  a l l  the 
people and had granted the road b u ild e rs  charters to  cons truc t the 
roads. According to  Hogg, two ways ex is ted  to  pay fo r  the b u ild in g  
o f  the roads. The f i r s t  was by ta x in g  a l l  o f  the people 1n the s ta te . 
He concluded, however, th a t the s ta tes  1n h is  examples had not thought 
1 t equ itab le  to  charge everyone fo r  roads th a t not everyone used.
So, he concluded, the s ta tes  set fees to  be lev ied  fo r  the use o f  the 
roads. In th is  way the owners o f the roads had revenue to  pay fo r  the 
b u ild in g  and maintenance, and the s ta tes reserved the r ig h t  to  estab­
l is h  maximum t o l l s  and fees. Hogg argued th a t because the roads were
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opera ting  In  the p u b lic  In te re s t;  the s ta te s  had the r ig h t  to  regu la te  
them. From these examples Hogg generalized th a t any Ind us try  serving 
the p u b lic  in te re s t should be regulated.
Although Hogg claimed th a t these roads were rep resen ta tive  
examples, the major question regarding h is  use o f these examples 1s 
whether they were s u f f ic ie n t  1n number to  warrant h is  conclusion.
Hogg was perhaps aware o f  th is  weakness; he attempted to  broaden the 
base o f h is  g e n e ra liza tio n  by reference to  the fa c t  th a t many o f  h is  
lis te n e rs  remembered the o ld  tu rnp ike  roads. However, the support 
remains questionable because o f the lim ite d  number o f examples.
Hogg's second use o f  s p e c if ic  instances 1n the Rusk speech 
was to  support h is  contention th a t the Industry  was charging exces­
s iv e ly  high ra te s . He posited 1n h is  major premise th a t an indu s try  
charging unnecessarily  high ra tes  must be regu la ted . His minor 
premise was th a t the ra ilro a d  Indus try  was charging excessive ly  high 
ra te s . Hogg In s is te d  th a t high ra tes resu lted  1n p a rt from watered 
stock and bonds which, according to  the speaker, was a conmon p ra c tice  
among the ra ilro a d s . To support the c la im  th a t i t  was a common 
p ra c tic e  he c ite d  seven examples o f  the fra u du le n t stock Issues. The 
same p o in t was made by each example, and the In te rn a tio n a l and Great 
Northern stock p ra c tices  were ty p ic a l o f  M s argumentation. Accord­
ing to  Hogg, the I&GN was 126 m iles long and cost o r ig in a l ly  $7,000 
per m ile  to  b u ild .  Hogg contended th a t the company sold In te re s t 
bearing bonds to  cover the cost o f  th is  con s truc tio n  and o ffe red  an 
a d d itio n a l $5,000 o f stock per m ile  to  be granted to  the owners, 
making a to ta l Indebtedness o f  $12,000 per m ile  on th is  one l in e .
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The l in e  was sold to  Jay Gould, who Issued bonds to  de fray h is  "ex­
penses b ring ing  the to ta l Indebtedness to  $35,000 per m ile . Hogg 
argued th a t the same p ra c tice  occurred on the Texarkana Waco, the 
Houston and Texas C e n tra l, the Texas and P a c if ic ,  and S t. Louts 
Arkansas and Texas Lines.
These seven companies c le a r ly  demonstrate th a t the p ra c tic e  o f  
Issu ing watered stock and bonds d id  e x is t ;  however, two questions 
are ra ised  by Hogg's use o f these examples as a basis fo r  h is  broader 
g e n e ra liz a tio n . F ir s t ,  there Is  the question o f the s u ff ic ie n c y  o f  
the number o f  Instances s ta ted  by Hogg, since he Ind ic ted  on ly seven 
o f  over f i f t y  ra ilro a d  companies opera ting w ith in  the s ta te .
However, the  lim ite d  number would not be as c ru c ia l except 
fo r  the second question o f  the representativeness o r t y p ic a l i t y  o f  
these instances. Each o f  these seven lin e s  was c o n tro lle d  by Jay 
Gould. Whether o r not Hogg was engaging in  a personal vendetta 
aga inst Gould by se le c tin g  h is  lin e s  1s not c le a r . However, the use 
o f  ra ilro a d  lin e s  belonging on ly  to  Jay Gould does ra ise  questions as 
to  whether th e ir  p ra c tice s  ty p if ie d  those o f lin e s  not owned by him.
But since 1 t was a lso tru e  th a t Gould c o n tro lle d  the m a jo r ity  o f  the 
la rg e s t Hnes opera ting 1n Texas, Hogg's l im ita t io n  to  Gould's prac­
t ic e  might no t p re jud ice  the  representativeness o f  h is  examples as 
much as th is  ana lys is  might In d ic a te .
Furthermore, the assumption th a t these ra ilro a d s  were s u f f i ­
c ie n t In  s ize  and p re s tig e  to  be the cause o f  a l l  high ra tes 1n Texas 
was never proved. Hogg nowhere Ind ica ted  the s p e c if ic  l in k  between 
the high ra tes  and the frau d u le n t stock p ra c tice s . But 1 f th is  l in e
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o f reasoning was tru e *  the con tro l o f  the stock and bond p ra c tices  o f 
the ra ilw a y  companies would alone provide s u f f ic ie n t  co n tro l to  
a l le v ia te  the high ra te s . I f  high ra tes  continued to  e x is t*  some 
pern ic ious motive on the p a rt o f  the Ind us try  must be proved* and th is  
was never done.
To support the  same minor premise th a t the  Indus try  was charg­
ing  excessive ly  high ra tes Hogg a lso  argued th a t the long h a u l-sho rt 
haul p ra c tice  produced high ra te s . He used the example o f  a carload 
o f  lumber shipped from Lake Fork, Texas to  Omaha* Nebraska. To ship
from Lake Fork to  D allas* a d is tance o f  86 m ile s , cost $80 a ca rload ;
from Lake Fork to  Omaha* $88. On the same l in e  and ro u te , th is  lumber 
had to  pass through S a lisbu ry  and Tex llne* Texas. The ra te  from Lake
Fork to  S a lisbu ry  was $112 and to  T e x lln e , $128. From th is  example
Hogg genera lized th a t the ra tes were u n fa ir  In  the long h a u l-sh o rt haul 
p r in c ip le .  A sserting  th a t he could "go on w ith  these Instances w ithou t 
l im i t ,  and on ly  s ta te  fa c ts  fa m il ia r  to  you a l l , "  he concluded th a t 
the examples he o ffe re d  were ty p ic a l o f  the d is c r im in a tio n  made by the 
ra ilro a d s  aga inst the people o f  Texas.
Hogg's fo u rth  use o f  argument from s p e c if ic  Instances oc­
curred 1n support o f  h is  con ten tion  th a t an e f fe c t iv e  ra ilro a d  com­
mission could regu la te  the in d u s try . Hogg's major premise was th a t 
an e f fe c t iv e  means could con tro l the ra ilro a d s ; h is  minor premise 
was th a t a comnlsslon was an e f fe c t iv e  means. To support th a t m inor 
premise, Hogg u t i l iz e d  the method o f  residues. According to  Hogg, 
on ly  fo u r methods o f co n tro l are a v a ila b le . He argued th a t th ree  
methods had been t r ie d  and fa i le d .  The ra ilro a d s ' attem pt a t
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s e lf* re g u la t io n  was the  f i r s t  method c ite d . Hogg genera lized th a t 
th is  method would no t work and c ite d  two examples as p ro o f. The 
f i r s t  example was the Texas T ra f f ic  Association which was p a r t ia l ly  
e f fe c t iv e  but was I l le g a l ;  Hogg had 1 t disbanded when he was a tto rn ey  
gene ra l.
The second example was the "gentlemen's agreement" between 
Gould and Huntington. The re s u lt  o f  th is  agreement was th a t the 
s ta te  was d iv ided  In to  two parce ls w ith  each man c o n tro ll in g  a sec­
t io n .  Ho s ig n if ic a n t  b e n e fit to  the people was re a liz e d . Because 
each example had fa i le d  to  achieve e f fe c t iv e  con tro l o f  the ra ilro a d s , 
Hogg concluded th a t the method would not work.
Hogg then Id e n t if ie d  a second type o f ra ilro a d  re g u la tio n  
as co n tro l through ch a rte r p ro v is io n s . According to  Hogg, these 
cha rte rs  were v i r t u a l ly  Ignored and were In e ffe c t iv e . In o rder to  
fo rce  the companies to  l iv e  up to  th e ir  charte rs 1t was necessary 
fo r  the s ta te  to  b ring  s u i t  aga inst them fo r  each v io la t io n .  Con­
sequently , Hogg cla im ed, the  use o f  ch a rte r p rov is ions  to  con tro l 
the ra ilro a d s  would not work.
The th ir d  type o f  re g u la tio n  Hogg mentioned was the laws 
enacted by the s ta te  le g is la tu re .  The Texas C o n s titu tio n  In s tru c te d  
the le g is la tu re  to  set maximum ra te s . Hogg sta ted  th a t th is  method 
was Im practica l because: (1) the re  was too much work fo r  the le g is ­
la tu re  to  handle 1n the re g u la r b i-annual sessions which were lim ite d  
as to  le n g th , (2) there  was no t enough exp e rtise  1n the le g is la tu re  
regarding complex ra ilro a d  problems, and (3) there  was no demonstrated
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In te re s t on the p a rt o f  the le g is la to rs  to  undertake such a la b o r.
Hogg concluded th is  argument by saying .
No one o r a hundred o f  our rep rese n ta tive s , coming from the 
d if fe re n t  pa rts  o f  the S ta te , u n s k ille d  1n ra ilw a y  management 
and a f fa i r s ,  w ith in  the lim ite d  tim e allowed them under the 
C o n s titu tio n  to  remain 1n session, could prepare a schedule 
o f  ra tes ju s t  to  the people and to  the ra ilw a ys . I have before 
me a t a r i f f  schedule, covering the various and almost l im it le s s  
a r t ic le s  o f  comnerce, used by one l in e  o f  road, th a t w i l l  cover 
almost as much space as 1s occupied by the session acts o f  any 
L e g is la tu re  o f th is  S ta te . I t  begins w ith  and exhausts the ta b le  
o f  numbers and alphabet 1n the enumeration and c la s s if ic a t io n  o f 
t r a f f i c .
The speaker described the a r t ic le s  o f comnerce found 1n the t r a f f i c
schedule and ind ica ted  th e ir  d iv is io n s  by weights and carload lo ts .
He concluded th a t.
While th is  schedule o f  ra tes as governing th a t company, I f  adopted 
by the L e g is la tu re , m ight probably be ju s t  and f a i r  to  th a t 
ra ilro a d  and the p u b lic  along I t s  l in e ,  ye t as app lied to  a 
d i f fe re n t  road 1n a more sparse ly s e tt le d  se c tio n , 1 t would be 
d e s tru c tiv e  o f the In te re s t o f  the ra i lro a d ,  o r 1 f used by 
another 11ne pene tra ting  a more th ic k ly  s e tt le d  and prosperous 
p o rtio n  o f  the S tate I t  would amount to  e x to r tio n  upon the people 
along I t s  way. Then to  prepare a schedule o f  ra tes  adapted to  
every l in e  o f  road and section  o f the S tate by so unw leld ing a 
body o f  men as compose our L e g is la tu re  would be a useless jo b , 
f r u i t f u l  alone o f  complicated and embarrassing re s u lts .  A fa i lu r e  
to  pass such a law, when the C o n s titu tio n  fo r  so many years 
made 1 t a duty o f  the L e g is la tu re  to  do so, ought to  be proof 
s u f f ic ie n t  th a t 1 t can not be done; o r 1 f 1 t can, ra ilro a d  
In fluence  Is  strong enough to  prevent 1 t.
According to  Hogg, c le a r ly  the le g is la t iv e  c o n tro ls  over the r a i l ­
roads were not e f fe c t iv e .
Hogg's conclusion th a t the conmlsslon was the on ly  method 
o f co n tro l appears re l ia b le .  The fo u r methods o f  con tro l exhaust 
a l l  the p o s s ib i l i t ie s .  A ll o th e r forms o f re g u la tio n  except the 
commission had been t r ie d  1n Texas and fa i le d .
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To support the same con ten tion  th a t an e f fe c t iv e  means can 
co n tro l the ra ilro a d s , Hogg used another argument from s p e c if ic  
Instances. He c ite d  the Georgia R ailroad Commission as an example 
from which to  genera lize  th a t the  ra ilro a d  commission was an e ffe c ­
t iv e  means. The Southern Mercury, an agrarian  newspaper, had 
e x to lle d  the v ir tu e s  o f  the Georgia agency. Describ ing the success 
o f  the Georgia Comn1ss1on, Hogg sa id , "Perhaps the s ta te  most fam i­
l i a r  to  you a l l  w i l l  do to  c i te  as an example o f  what Texas can do 
w ith  one |p ra ilro a d  commission] . "  He then l is te d  the ra tes o f  a 
number o f  commodities s ta t in g  the ra tes  per weight per m ile  and con­
cluded th a t "under the co n tro l o f  a ju s t  and wise commission" Georgia 
"never experienced such an era o f p ro s p e r ity ."  Hogg buttressed the 
Georgia example w ith  o the r s ta te s ; he asserted th a t a f te r  many years 
o f  t r i a l  by t h i r t y  s ta tes  on ly  one had abandoned the commission.
Hogg's s ta te  papers and documents in d ica te  th a t he had stud ied 
the Georgia Comn1ss1on c a re fu lly  and was convinced th a t 1 t was an 
e f fe c t iv e  Instrum ent o f  ra ilro a d  re g u la tio n . I t  was a lso  tru e  th a t 
the Georgia Commission was known to  some o f h is  lis te n e rs  as a re ­
s u lt  o f  a se ries  o f  a r t ic le s  1n the Southern Mercury. I t  Is  tru e  
th a t Georgia and 29 o th e r s ta tes  had ra ilro a d  commissions; however, 
Hogg's argument 1s somewhat m isleading when he considers th a t on ly 
Georgia had, 1n Hogg's terms, an e f fe c t iv e  commission. Therefore ,
In  a rea l sense Georgia is  a typ ica l and not rep re se n ta tive . S t r ic t ly  
on grounds o f  lo g ic ,  th is  example is  u n re lia b le ; however, I t  was 
persuasive due to  the In form ation th a t the audience had.
Inference by Analogy and Comparison
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Hogg employed on ly  one c le a r example o f  Inference by analogy. 
To support the argument th a t the power o f the ra ilro a d s  was excessive, 
he argued th a t 1 t Is  a fundamental p r in c ip le  in  l i f e  fo r  a parent 
to  be able to  con tro l the c h ild  In  o rder fo r  the c h ild  to  a t ta in  
I t s  f u l l  p o te n tia l.  According to  Hogg, th is  p a re n t-c h ild  re la t io n ­
sh ip  was analogous to  the s ta te -co rp o ra tio n  re la t io n s h ip . Hogg's 
conclusion was th a t the c h ild  (co rp o ra tio n ) was re b e llin g  against 
the con tro l necessary fo r  1 t to  reach I t s  f u l l  p o te n tia l.
This analogy was weak. To conclude th a t the s ta te  and the 
corpora tions enjoyed the same re la t io n s h ip  as parent to  c h ild  was 
tenuous. Hogg attempted to  b o ls te r  the analogy through the use 
o f  e xp os ition  and argument, but the acceptance o f  the e n t ire  analogy 
was dependent upon the v a l id i t y  o f  the Im plied re la t io n s h ip  between 
the s ta te  and co rpora tions . I f  th is  re la t io n s h ip  was not accepted, 
the e n t ire  analogy f a l l s .  To argue from analogy and have h a lf  o f  
I t  In  doubt 1s a poor technique.
Secondly, one p a r t ic u la r  s im i la r i t y  between the c h ild  and the 
corpora tion  1s d i f f i c u l t  to  defend. The assumption o f  the analogy 
was th a t the parent created the c h ild  and th a t the s ta te  created 
the corpora tions. This u n it  o f  s im i la r i ty  was not acceptable. To 
say th a t the s ta te  "crea ted" the corpora tion  is  fa u lty .  I t  Is  tru e  
th a t corpora tions were granted cha rte rs  by the s ta te  which allowed 
them to  fu n c tio n , but th is  a c t iv i t y  does not c o rre la te  w ith  c re a tio n .
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A th ir d  o b je c tio n  to  Hogg's analogy 1s h is  conclusion th a t 
co n tro l was necessary fo r  growth. Hogg based th is  conclusion upon 
the Idea th a t .  Just as a parent co n tro ls  a c h ild  to  fu r th e r  a c h i ld 's  
growth, so the s ta te  must co n tro l the co rpora tion  to  fu r th e r  the 
co rp o ra tio n 's  growth. The d iffe re n ce s  between the two u n its  o f  the 
comparison are s ig n if ic a n t  enough to  re je c t th is  aspect o f the analogy 
a lso .
Another support fo r  the c la im  th a t the power o f  the ra ilro a d s  
was excessive was a comparison between a l l  the ra ilro a d s  1n the na tion  
and the w orld economy. Hogg sa id  th a t In  "round fig u re s  the l i a ­
b i l i t i e s  o f  these roads, according to  th e ir  own admissions amount 
to  $9.6 b i l l i o n .  This is  $100 m il l io n  more than the whole a c tiv e  
c irc u la t io n  medium o f the whole c iv i l iz e d  w o rld ."
This comparison, 1f  h is  data were tru e , proved th a t the 
ra ilro a d s  were la rg e . However, I t  does not ne cessa rily  prove th a t 
they possessed excessive power. At no p o in t does Hogg l in k  the s ize  
o f the ra ilro a d s  w ith  th e ir  exercise o f excessive power. He le f t  
the conclusion to  the audience, and fo r  th is  reason h is  comparison 
f a l l s  to  be p rec ise . For h is  argument to  work, he would f i r s t  have 
to  prove th a t "b igness" equates w ith  "harm fu lness;" then h is  compari­
son would have estab lished  the ra ilro a d  in du s try  was "bad" because 
1 t was "b ig ,"  and the comparison would be more re levan t to  the 
argument he was t ry in g  to  make.
In response to  the argument th a t the ra ilro a d s  had the same 
lega l s ta tus  as In d iv id u a ls , Hogg developed a series  o f d iffe ren ces
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between the r ig h ts  o f  the In d iv id u a l and the r ig h ts  o f  a corpora­
t io n .  This l in e  o f argumentation was, in  e f fe c t ,  a re fu ta t io n  o f 
the ra ilro a d  analogy. Hogg drew the conclusion th a t there  Is  a 
s ig n if ic a n t  d iffe re n ce  between In d iv id u a ls  and ra ilro a d s  and th a t 
the s ta te  has the r ig h t  to  regu la te  ra ilro a d s . He s ta ted , “ people 
can vo te , corpora tions can no t. . . . In d u s trie s  can condemn land fo r  
the p u b lic  good, In d iv id u a ls  can no t. . . . The people crea te  the 
government, the government creates the co rp o ra tio n s ."
Inference from Causal Reasoning
Hogg employed e f fe c t  to  cause reasoning to  e s ta b lish  why 
the high ra tes were charged by the ra ilro a d s . He stated th a t there 
were three causes o f h igh ra te s : (1 ) the issuance o f  watered stocks
and bonds, (2) the long h a u l-sh o rt haul p ra c tic e , and (3) the g ran ting  
o f  rebates and fre e  passes. In  the  f i r s t  Instance, Hogg asserted 
th a t watered stock and bonds were one o f the major causes o f  high 
ra te s . He contended th a t the stock and bonds were 1n r e a l i t y  an 
expense o r debt th a t had to  be repaid by the ra ilro a d  companies and 
th a t the h igher the expenses the h igher the ra tes must be since the 
on ly mechanism the ra ilro a d  companies had to  make money was through 
the ra tes  and fees charged to  passengers and shippers.
As argued by Hogg* the second cause o f  high ra tes was the 
long h a u l-sho rt haul p ra c tic e . This p ra c tice  was an a rb it ra ry  and 
d isc rim in a to ry  ra te  s e tt in g  p o lic y  by the ra ilro a d  company and was, 
according to  Hogg, a major cause o f high ra te s .
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In Hogg's ana lys is  the th ir d  cause o f  high ra tes was the 
Issuance o f  rebates and fre e  passes. He argued th a t these p ra c tices  
were In  r e a l i t y  losses In  Income and th a t loss had to  be made up 1n 
some way; he contended th a t the charging o f  high ra tes to  the less 
favored shippers and passengers was the ra i lro a d 's  method o f com­
pensating fo r  th e ir  losses.
In response to  the argument th a t the le g is la tu re  could con­
t r o l  the ra ilro a d s  Hogg also argued from e f fe c t  to  cause. He con­
cluded th a t no e f fe c t iv e  re g u la tio n  had been accomplished in  the 
fourteen years since the C o n s titu tio n  had given the le g is la tu re  th is  
o b lig a tio n . He analyzed the causes fo r  in e ffe c t iv e  re g u la tio n  by 
the le g is la tu re  as (1) too much work fo r  the le g is la to rs  to  handle 
1n the reg u la r sessions since they met on ly  once every two years 
fo r  a lim ite d  period o f tim e, (2) not enough expertise  1n the 
le g is la tu re  necessary to  se t and con tro l ra te  schedules, and (3) no 
desire  by the le g is la to rs  to  undertake th is  work.
Hogg's f in a l use o f causal reasoning occurred when he con­
tended th a t he favored the con tro l o f  land co rpora tions . His major 
premise supporting th a t contention was th a t the C o n s titu tio n  pro­
h ib ite d  corporate land monopolies. He opposed the absentee fo re ig n  
ownership o f  la rge  blocks o f a g r ic u ltu ra l and pastora l land and 
accused these corpora tions o f being monopolies and p e rp e tu it ie s , 
which were forb idden by the C o n s titu tio n . S ta tin g  th a t "This 1s 
a country not o f  landed monopolies and esta tes In  p e rp e tu ity , created 
and run by se rfs  and s laves, but Is  one o f  freemen th a t should be
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c o n tro lle d  1n a l l  th ings by and fo r  them,11 he then concluded w ith  
the statement o f  h is  m inor premise th a t he would support the C onsti­
tu t io n .
In th is  Instance, h is  cause-e ffec t re la t io n s h ip  was not c le a r ly  
drawn. He d id  not c le a r ly  de fine  what the e ffe c t o f  the absentee 
ownership was, nor d id  he q u a lify  the degree o f abuse to  the people 
o r the s ta te . The lo g ic a l support fo r  th is  argument was weak. His 
statement was p r im a r ily  an em otionalized conclusion th a t 1 f something 
was not done the people o f  Texas faced a fu tu re  o f serfdom.
Inference by Appeal to  A u th o rity
Hogg used two a u th o r it ie s  as support, the common law and the 
Texas C o n s titu tio n . To support the argument th a t the s ta te  had the 
r ig h t  to  regu la te  the ra ilro a d s , Hogg re fe rre d  to  common law. He 
s ta ted th a t "the  p r in c ip le s  which co n tro l and govern them [the  
ra ilro a d s ] today are o ld e r than the government I t s e l f . "  He explained 
th a t the p r in c ip le s  o f  common law g iv in g  the people the r ig h t  to  
regu la te  the ra ilro a d s  were in  e f fe c t  "long before the great author 
o f  the D eclara tion o f  Independence was born; nor d id  he ever u t te r  
a word to  change them or to  question th e ir  soundness." This obvious 
reference to  Thomas Je ffe rson  and the leng th  o f  tim e the p r in c ip le s  
had been In  e f fe c t  was probably convincing to  h is  audience, an e ffe c ­
t iv e  supporting device.
The second a u th o r ity  used by Hogg as support was the Texas 
C o n s titu tio n . He a lluded to  th is  document twenty-n ine times In  the 
e n t ire  d iscussion o f  ra ilro a d  re g u la tio n . The C o n s titu tio n  was the
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prim ary form o f  support In  on ly  th ree  arguments: (1) the s ta te 's
r ig h t  to  reg u la te  ra ilro a d s ,  (2) s ta te  support o f  pu b lic  fre e  schools, 
and (3 ) s ta te  co n tro l o f  land co rpo ra tions .
To support the argument th a t the s ta te  had the r ig h t  to  regu­
la te  the ra ilro a d s  Hogg lin ke d  the C o n s titu tio n  and the conmon law 
as p roo f. He declared th a t the C o n s titu tio n  s p e c if ic a l ly  s ta ted 
th is  r ig h t .  In th is  Hogg was c o rre c t: A r t ic le  X, Section 2 s ta ted 
th a t
Railroads he re to fo re  constructed o r which may h e re a fte r be 
constructed 1n th is  S tate are hereby declared p u b lic  highways 
and ra ilro a d  companies common c a r r ie rs .  The L e g is la tu re  sh a ll 
pass laws to  regu la te  ra ilro a d  f r e ig h t  and passenger t a r i f f s  
to  c o rre c t abuses, and prevent un ju s t d is c r im in a tio n  and e x to r­
t io n  1n the ra tes  o f  f re ig h t  and passenger t a r i f f s  on the 
d i f fe re n t  ra ilro a d s  1n th is  S ta te , and enforce the same by 
adequate p e n a lt ie s .8
In developing the argument th a t he would support the pu b lic  
fre e  schools In  Texas Hogg c ite d  the C o n s titu tio n  fo u r tim es. He 
po in ted out th a t 1 t provided fo r  s ix  months fre e  school and th a t 
the cu rre n t school year was on ly  a l i t t l e  over fo u r months 1n leng th .
He s ta ted  th a t he would support the C o n s titu tio n  by p ro v id ing  su f­
f ic ie n t  funds to  enable the school term to  be s ix  months long.
The th ir d  argument supported by an appeal to  the C o n s titu tio n  
was th a t land corpora tions must be c o n tro lle d . Hogg quoted the 
C o n s titu tio n  as saying "p e rp e tu itie s  and monopolies are con tra ry  
to  the genius o f  a fre e  government and s h a ll never be a llo w e d ."9 
However, the d i f f i c u l t y  was th a t Hogg assumed th a t land ho ld ing
8Texas Almanac, 1969, 517.
9A rt1 c le  I ,  Section 26, Texas C o n s titu tio n , Texas Almanac,
1969, 482.
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companies were monopolies and p e rp e tu it ie s . His fa i lu r e  to  prove 
th is  assumption was a s ig n if ic a n t  omission and weakened the Impact 
o f  th is  argument.
E th ica l Proof
In assessing Hogg's use o f  e th ic a l p roo f 1n h is  Rusk speech 
two elements w i l l  be noted: (1) Hogg's re p u ta tio n  p r io r  to  the
speech and (2) the e th ic a l p roo f he used w ith in  the speech.
Reputation
In choosing h is  east Texas b ir th p la c e  as the s ite  o f  h is  
opening address, Hogg knew th a t he would be w e ll known to  h is  audience. 
People from Smith county, where Hogg began h is  p o l i t ic a l  career and 
served as county a tto rn e y , and from Wood, Raines, Upshur, Van Zandt, 
and Gregg coun ties , which he had served as d is t r i c t  a tto rn e y , jo ined  
the c it iz e n s  from Rusk and the surrounding area to  make up the 3,000 
people present fo r  the Rusk speech. These people knew Hogg w e ll.
Hogg brought to  Rusk a rep u ta tio n  as a champion o f  the people^0 
and a defender o f  the cause o f  the m asses.^ In  h is  H is to ry  o f 
T y le r and Smith County A lb e rt Woldert s ta ted  th a t as county a tto rney  
Hogg “assumed a l i v e ly  In te re s t 1n p o l i t ic a l  questions o f  the day, and
lORalnes, 7.
H j .  W. Spivey to  E. Newton, Esq., B ransford, Texas, May 4, 
1890, A tto rney G eneral's L e tte r Press.
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I t  was no t long before the c it iz e n s  o f  the s ta te  heard h is  fo rc e fu l 
o ra to ry  and the issues which he championed on th e ir  b e h a lf . " * 2 
As d is t r i c t  a tto rn e y , Hogg Incurred  the 111 w i l l  o f  the 
law less element, earned the respect o f  u p rig h t c it iz e n s ,  and gained 
a re p u ta tio n  fo r  h is  Im p a rtia l enforcement o f  the la w .*3 When he 
entered the campaign o f 1886 fo r  the o f f ic e  o f  a tto rn e y  genera l, 
h is  slogan was "Enforce the Law."*4 Upon e le c tio n  to  th a t post he 
began to  b a t t le  co rpora tions and combines o f  w ealth . As a re s u lt  
o f  these b a tt le s  he was attacked by the ra ilro a d s  and the press, 
b u t, according to  one o f  h is  b iographers, the " l i t t l e  people o f  Texas 
loved h1m."*5 r .  t .  M iln e r, e d ito r  o f  the Henderson Times, probably 
re f le c te d  p u b lic  op in ion when he described Hogg by saying, "The 
A tto rney General hangs h is  coat on a peg, places h is  huge corpora l 
avo irdupois 1n a b ig  c h a ir  and works l ik e  a T ro jan , and a l l  v lo la te rs  
o f  the law, whether they be ra ilro a d  magnates o r c a t t le  kings know 
th a t he means business."*®
Since Rusk and the surrounding area were p r im a r ily  a g r ic u l­
tu ra l 1n th e ir  economy, Hogg's re p u ta tio n  w ith  the farmers was en­
hanced by h is  re la t io n s h ip  w ith  the Grange and the Farmer's A llia n c e . 
“ Both the A llia n c e  and the Grange had long seen 1n him the honesty,
*2W oldert, 67. 
l^R a ln e s , 7.
*4Cotner, B iography, 77. 
15B o lton , 35.
*®Langston, 445.
168
fo rce fu ln e ss , and in te ll ig e n c e  th a t was needed to  champion the 
fa n n e r's  cause, not through re vo lu tio n  but through a fo r th r ig h t  
a p p lic a tio n  o f  la w ."1^
Although Hogg was attacked throughout h is  p o l i t ic a l  career 
by h is  opponents and the press, "h is  p o l i t ic a l  honesty was never 
questioned.*’1® He was ca lle d  an honest man by fr ie n d  and by foe 
a l ik e .
In de scrib ing  Hogg's re p u ta tio n , the Fort Worth Gazette 
seemed to  sum up p u b lic  op in ion  when I t  s ta ted  th a t he was "the  son 
o f a Confederate G enera l," "orphaned a t age tw e lve ," "a self-made 
man," "se lf-e d u ca te d ," "a successful e d ito r , "  and "by the sheer 
fo rce  o f  na tu ra l a b i l i t ie s  worked h is  way up to  a leading p o s it io n  
a t the  East Texas b a r."  The paper continued: "An ana lys is  o f  h is  
course shows th a t whenever he has s truck  a blow 1t has been 1n beha lf 
o f  the people o f  which he 1s one h im se lf. . . . Personally A tto rney 
General Hogg would a t t r a c t  a tte n tio n  anywhere. Of t a l l  and conmandlng 
f ig u re  and d ig n if ie d  presence, weighing over 250 pounds w ith  an eye 
f u l l  o f  benevolence, but which warns you to  beware o f  I ts  posses­
sor when aroused. Mr. Hogg Is  n a tu ra lly  a leader o f  men, and has 
long been the most prominent f ig u re  1n the present s ta te  adm ini­
s t r a t io n . " 1®
^C o tn e r, Biography, 208.
^ D a lla s  Morning Hews. March 6 , 1906.
19Fort Worth Gazette, A p r il 20, 1890.
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E th ica l Proof W ith in  the Rusk Speech
This section w i l l  analyze the e th ic a l p roo f used 1n Hogg's 
Rusk speech by examining the co n s titu e n t elements o f  cha racte r, 
sagac ity , and good w i l l . 20
Character
The devices used by Hogg to  d ire c t  a tte n tio n  to  h is  character 
were (1) to  associa te h im se lf and h is  cause w ith  what was v irtu o u s  
and (2) to  l in k  h is  opponents and th e ir  cause w ith  what was not 
v irtu o u s .
The speech contains numerous references which p ra ise , d ir e c t ly  
o r by Im p lic a tio n , both the speaker and h is  cause. The e n t ire  In t ro ­
ductory section  o f  the speech was an account o f Hogg's f id e l i t y  to  
duty. He maintained th a t he had f a i t h f u l ly  executed h is  duty 1n every 
o f f ic e  from road overseer to  a tto rney  general.
In recounting h is  term as road overseer o f  Smith county,
Hogg s ta ted th a t he was "not censured now fo r  having done (M s] duty 
th e n ." Hogg Ind ica ted  th a t he performed h is  du ties  as ju s t ic e  o f  
the peace and county commissioner "by the law, under the law , and 
according to  the law , w ith ou t Im pa iring the r ig h ts  o f  any In d iv i­
dual o r  ab ridg ing  necessary p u b lic  demands." He re ca lle d  h is  serv ice  
as county a tto rney and d i s t r i c t  a tto rney by saying.
Ask any person, w h ite  o r b lack , In  th a t county o r from any o f 
the s ix  counties th a t composed the  d is t r i c t  1 f any fa v o r it is m  
was shown c rim in a ls  o f  any k ind , o r 1 f o f f ic ia l  delinquency
20Thonssen, Baird and Braden, 458.
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was ever complained o f  aga inst me. Felonies and a l l  classes 
o f  misdemeanors, received f u l l  a tte n tio n  under the law according 
to  the law. Ask the people over there  what was the e f fe c t  on 
the general w e lfa re ; ask them 1 f m alefactors d id  not 's tand 
s c a tte r in g 1 w h ile  peaceful c it iz e n s  got th e ir  righteous p ro te c tio n .
Reviewing h is  record as a tto rney  genera l, he asserted,
In re tu rn in g  here to  you, my fr ie n d s , I o f fe r  the record I  have 
made as A tto rney General o f  the State fo r  your inspection . This 
In v ita t io n  Is  made w ith ou t re se rva tio n . While doing so, read 
every le t t e r ,  o p in io n , plea and document th a t I  have w r it te n  
o r drawn. No one s h a ll be s lig h te d  o r refused access to  a 
s in g le  book o r Item In  the o f f ic e .  The law requ ires  a l l  my 
o f f i c ia l  le t te r s ,  op in ions and acts be kept on record, and 1t 
has been s t r i c t l y  obeyed. . . . I f  1 t contains a s in g le  d is re p u t­
able ac t you should out o f  respect fo r  the good name you bear 
as a ju s t ,  honorable people, condemn me as an unworthy son o f 
Cherokee.
Hogg then discussed the major s u its  brought by h is  o f f ic e  and In d i­
cated the b e n e fits  derived by the people as a re s u lt  o f each. In 
concluding he summarized h is  success:
Since my Induction  In to  the o f f ic e  o f  A tto rney General, o f  a l l  
o f  the s u its  I have brought I have never lo s t  but two; nor have 
1 ever taken o r app lied fo r  a continuance in  a s in g le  one th a t
I  have appeared in .  In  a l l  th is  work I have had to  a id  me on ly
two o f f ic e  ass is ta n ts  and one c le rk ,  and aside from the sa la rie s  
paid them and m yself, the State has not been put to  $2500 cost 
since I took charge o f  the o f f ic e ,  nearly  fo u r years ago.
Hogg fu r th e r  re in fo rce d  h is  Image as a man o f  high p r in c ip le s
by demonstrating h is  a lleg iance  to  and support o f  the Texas Consti­
tu t io n .  He Introduced each major section  o f  h is  Rusk speech w ith  
a statement o f  what the Texas C o n s titu tio n  said regarding each 
argument. He then lin ke d  h is  arguments and proposals to  1 t ,  demon­
s tra t in g  h is  fe a lty  to  the law and the C o n s titu tio n . He closed 
each o f  these sections w ith  a statement th a t he would support the 
C o n s titu tio n . By doing th is  he Ind icated th a t 1 f he was e lected
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governor he would demonstrate the same devotion to  duty as exem plified  
by h is  o th e r e le c t iv e  o ff ic e s .
The amount o f  p ra ise  o f  h is  own acts which Hogg Includes does 
not seem Inappropria te  because (1) a candidate was expected to  defend 
h is  record, (2) h is  record had been attacked by ra ilro a d  o ra to rs , 
and (3) he wanted to  e s ta b lish  h im se lf as a defender o f  r ig h t  to  those 
voters who would read the speech as w e ll as to  h is  a u d ito rs .
He also enhanced h is  Image by a tta ck in g  the characte r o f  the 
ra ilro a d  In d u s try . Throughout the e n t ire  speech he p ic tu red  the 
ra ilro a d  Ind us try  as opposed to  the r ig h ts  o f  the people o f  Texas.
Thus he Ind ica ted  th a t as the "enemies" o f  the people the ra ilro a d s  
and those advocating th e ir  cause were no t v ir tu o u s .
In d iscussing the res is tance  o f ra ilro a d s  to  c o n tro l,  Hogg
accused them o f being law less when he sa id .
So long as they were ea rth  and sim ply tu rn p ike  roads but l i t t l e  
o r not question was ra ised  as to  the r ig h t  o f  the government 
to  con tro l o r  regu la te  them, but since they have become la id  
w ith  wooden t ie s  and s tee l r a i ls ,  ba llas ted  w ith  sea s h e lls ,  
equipped w ith  f in e  coaches, p rope lled  by steam engines and 
c o n tro lle d  by m il l io n a ire s ,  pools and combines, they are d e fia n t 
o f  law and re v o lt  a t p u b lic  co n tro l 1n a l l  aspects.
He fu r th e r  attacked the characte r o f the  ra ilro a d s  by saying,
By th e ir  combination o f  power, concentrated as I t  1s a t a few 
cen tra l po in ts  out o f  the s ta te ; governed as they are by a few 
syndicates 1n defiance o f law, they w i l l  not v o lu n ta r i ly  y ie ld  
to  the demands o f  the pu b lic  th a t th e ir  a f fa ir s  should be con­
t r o l le d  o r regu la ted . V a r lly  the crea ture  has grown g rea te r than 
the c re a to r, and w ith  culpable Impudence procla im s:
'Lay thy  hands upon thy  laws; I fe a r them n o t1.
Hogg accused the ra ilro a d s  o f  co rrup t p o l i t ic a l  p rac tices  
1n the "employment o f in fluence " and "co rru p t uses to  defeat the
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w i l l  o f  the peop le .11 He asserted th a t "When they demand an amend­
ment to  the fundamental law defeated a t the p o lls ,  they have on ly 
to  express th e ir  wish and ta le n t ,  on f le e t  w ings, f l ie s  In to  s e rv ic e ."
Hogg's argument c la im ing  th a t the ra ilro a d s  had Issued watered 
stock and bonds was a fu r th e r  example o f  the dishonest a c t iv i t ie s  
w ith  which he associated the Indus try  1n h is  Rusk speech.
Sagacity
A speaker may e s ta b lis h  h is  sagacity  by the way In which he 
handles h is  m a te ria ls  to  demonstrate " in te lle c tu a l In te g r ity  and
?1wisdom" and "a broad f a m i l ia r i t y  w ith  the In te re s ts  o f  the day."
Hogg's use o f lo g ic a l appeals 1n h is  speech aided In d ire c t ly  1n
demonstrating th a t he was a man o f  In te llig e n c e . His use o f deduction
and c le a r statements o f h is  arguments Ind ica ted  h is  p o s itio n  on
the various Issues. His l ib e ra l use o f s p e c if ic  Instances and
examples aided the audience 1n concluding th a t he was knowledgeable.
The comments o f c r i t ic s  suggests th a t Hogg's lis te n e rs  were
Impressed by h is  use o f  lo g ic a l appeals. Eva luating Hogg's speech,
former Governor Oran M. Roberts observed:
Being prepared w ith  the necessary data which he had c o lle c te d ,
he exh ib ite d  what he had done 1n the endeavor to  p ro te c t the 
r ig h ts  o f the people, and w ith  f ig u re s  and fa c ts  from the records 
displayed the operations o f  the ra ilro a d  companies w ith  such an 
exhaustive exp os ition  as had never been combined and presented 
to  the p u b lic  view; which being published 1n the papers a l l  
over the S ta te , produced a sentiment 1n h is  fa v o r, e sp e c ia lly
21 Ib id . ,  459.
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w ith  the producing c lasses, th a t has seldom been so thoroughly 
manifested fo r  any candidate fo r  governor o f  Texas.22
Even the Dallas Homing News, a newspaper staunch ly opposed to  Hogg 
sa id  th a t fo r  h is  l in e  o f  argument the speech was a "masterpiece" 
and evidenced "long and ca re fu l p repa ra tion " and "Ingenious e lab ­
o ra t io n . ” The newspaper account a lso s tated th a t h is  p o s itio n  on 
the Issues was made obvious by h is  exp la n a tio n s .23
A fu r th e r  demonstration o f  Hogg's sagac ity  was h is  fa m il ia r ­
i t y  w ith  the cu rre n t Issues. The leading Issue o f 1890 and the 
ce n tra l argument o f  Hogg's speech was ra ilro a d  re g u la tio n . Through 
e xp os ition  Hogg c la r i f ie d  the problem by tra c in g  the e vo lu tio n  o f  
tra n s p o rta tio n  from e a r ly  d i r t  roads to  the modem ra ilro a d  In d u s try , 
the economic development o f  the ra ilro a d  In d u s try , the h is to ry  o f  
ra ilro a d  re g u la tio n  1n Texas, and the causes o f  cu rre n t ra ilro a d  
abuses. Each o f  these was traced c h ro n o lo g ic a lly  and portrayed 
Hogg's thorough knowledge o f  the background o f  the problem.
He a lso Ind ica ted  h is  lega l knowledge by h is  numerous 
references to  English common law, 5 tim es; a llu s io n s  to  United States 
Supreme Court cases and th e ir  p r in c ip le s ;  the Texas C o n s titu tio n ,
35 tim es; and Texas s ta tu te s .
22Roberts, 283.
230 a lla s  Morning News, A p r il 20, 1890.
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Good W ill
Bryant and Wallace s ta te  "An Im portant means o f  In fluence  
Is  based on the well-known tendency o f an In d iv id u a l to  id e n t i fy  
h im se lf w ith  someone he admires. . . .  A speaker t r ie s  to  make h is  
p ro p o s itio n  acceptable by p o in tin g  ou t ways In  which 1t conforms 
w ith ,  o r 1s cons is ten t w ith , In te re s ts , values and b e lie fs  to  which 
h is  audience a lready sub scrib e s ."2*  Burke c a lle d  th is  technique 
c o n s u b s ta n tla llty  and c la r i f ie d  th is  "oneness" 1n persuasion as 
speaking the lis te n e r*s  language by "speech, gestures, to n a l i ty ,
25o rd e r. Image, a t t i tu d e .  Idea, and Id e n t ify in g  your way w ith  h1s.M 
Bryant and Wallace fu r th e r  In d ica te  th a t th is  s tra te g y  1s re la te d  
to  the c la s s ic a l term ethos and the p r in c ip le  1s both ancient 
and modern.2** Hogg revealed h is  good w i l l  through h is  Id e n t if ic a t io n  
w ith  h is  audience and th e ir  problems.
Hogg began h is  Rusk speech by acknowledging th a t he had 
returned to  Rusk "1n obedience to  na tu ra l Impulses" to  begin h is  
canvass "among h is  l i fe lo n g  f r ie n d s ."  He described h is  former 
neighbors 1n Cherokee and the surrounding counties as "generous,"
"good," "peaceful peop le ," "armed strong 1n honesty," "people who 
possess In te g r i ty  themselves, be lieve  o thers do, have confidence
2*Bryant and W allace, 232.
25|(enneth Burke, R hetoric o f  Motives (Los Angeles: U n iv e rs ity  
o f  C a lifo rn ia  Press, 1969), 55.
26Bryant and W allace, 231.
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1n th e ir  o f f ic e r s ,  and are w i l l in g  to  t r u s t  them ." A fte r  having 
pra ised the good characte r o f  h is  audience, he reviewed h is  record 
o f p u b lic  o f f ic e  to  In d ica te  th a t he possessed the same t r a i t s  o f  
characte r.
Throughout the speech he discussed problems which were 
c u rre n t ly  plaguing the people. The m ate ria l used In  h is  d iscussion 
o f  ra ilro a d  abuses Included loca l as w e ll as statew ide s ta t is t ic s  
In d ic a tin g  th a t although he had been away from the area fo r  years, 
he re ta ined  h is  In te re s t In  loca l problems. He a ligned h im se lf w ith  
the people aga inst the ra ilro a d s  1n the f ig h t  to  enforce the law and
Insure ju s t ic e  fo r  every c it iz e n  In Texas.
Emotional Proof
Since the main theme o f the Rusk speech was the question 
o f whether the s ta te  o r corporate power should c o n tro l,  the issue 
was em otiona lly  charged. Hogg p ic tu red  the people 1n a s trug g le  
w ith  corpora tions who not on ly  challenged the  power o f  the s ta te  
government but v ic tim iz e d  the people f in a n c ia l ly .  This emotional 
atmosphere was e s p e c ia lly  tru e  a t Rusk where the  audience was com­
prised m ainly o f  f trm e r , ranchers, and small businessmen. To 
support h is  p ro p o s itio n  th a t the s ta te  should c o n tro l,  Hogg appealed
to  ju s t ic e ,  fe a r ,  anger, p r id e , and sympathy.
Ju s tice
Hogg supported h is  contention th a t a p lenary convnlsslon 
was an e ffe c t iv e  means o f  ra ilro a d  re g u la tio n  w ith  an emotional
appeal to  ju s t ic e .  He asserted, "Three tru s te d  c it iz e n s ,  however, 
se lected fo r  th e ir  a b i l i t y ,  p e cu lia r f itn e s s  fo r  the work. In te g r i t y ,  
pure sense o f ju s t ic e  and regard fo r  the p u b lic  w e lfa re , could w ith  
much p ro p rie ty  and respect fo r  the in te re s t  o f  the ra ilw ays and the 
people prepare and apply a schedule o f ra tes s u ita b le  to  the varied 
cond itions  o f the ra ilro a d s  and the commercial in te re s ts  o f  every 
section o f  our S ta te ."  Hogg thus advocated th a t a ra ilro a d  commission 
would be ju s t  to  both the people and the  ra ilro a d s . He made th is  
c le a r when he sa id , "When I speak o f  the p u b lic  I mean to  Include 
every person o r  co rpora tion  w ith in  the S ta te , together w ith  the r a i l ­
ways themselves. Jus tice  to  the p u b lic  means ju s t ic e  to  a l l  under 
the law; the p ro s p e rity  o f  the p u b lic  means the p ro sp e rity  o f  every 
In d iv id u a l and In s t i tu t io n  composing i t . "
The conclusion o f  the major p o rtio n  o f  the speech, the sec­
t io n  d iscussing ra ilro a d  re g u la tio n , was an emotional plea fo r  
ju s t ic e ,  which, according to  Hogg, was what the people o f  Texas 
desired and what he as th e ir  advocate would work toward.
Let her (Texas^ see th a t our ra ilro a d  ra tes  are adjusted upon 
a basis o f  e q u a lity  and ju s t ic e ,  to  the end th a t our producers, 
manufacturers and merchants may be placed on an equal fo o tin g  
w ith  th e ir  r iv a ls  In  o th e r S ta tes, and the world may stand 
w itness to  her people en te ring  the f ie ld  o f  com petition , where 
they w i l l  remain trium phant w ith  consummate success. Jus tice  
and p ro te c tio n  Is  what the people crave. Grant 1 t to  them and 
they w i l l  prove equal to  the demands 1n the tempting arena where 
the s u rv iv o r, unhampered by schemes o f  fa v o r it is m , receives h is  
due reward.
Hogg closed the Rusk speech w ith  a f in a l appeal to  ju s t ic e .
On high p r in c ip le s  o f  e q u a lity  and ju s t ic e  to  a l l  under the law, 
before the law, le t  her procla im  to  and assure c iv i l iz a t io n  th a t
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l i f e ,  l ib e r ty  and p roperty  are guaranteed sa fe ty  w ith in  every 
section  o f  her domination and there can be no re s t ra in t  o r 
In fluence th a t w i l l  check the great In f lu x  o f  honest brawn, 
bra ins and c a p ita l.  Let the world know th a t 1n Texas the 
'Sovereign law, the  S ta te 's  c o lle c te d  w i l l ,
0 ‘ e r thrones and globe e la te  
S1ts empress--crowning good, repressing 111,' 
and copious showers o f p ro sp e rity  w i l l  pour 1n on us from every 
land and every c lim e.
The reverse side o f ju s t ic e  Is  In ju s t ic e .  Hogg repeatedly 
ca lle d  a tte n tio n  to  the ra ilro a d  in d u s try 's  In ju s t ic e s . Regarding 
the abuse o f high ra tes he Ind ica ted  th a t when the ra ilro a d s  "need 
money to  fo o t th e ir  b i l l s  1n the Indulgence o f  high lu x u r ie s , the 
employment o f  In flu e n ce , the payment o f  extravagant s a la r ie s  o r fo r  
co rrup t uses to  de fea t the w i l l  o f  the people, they sim ply ra ise  
the ra te  on the t r a f f i c  o f  the  country and make the people pay fo r  I t . "  
One o f the banners d isp layed a t Rusk read "Equal r ig h ts  to  a l l ,  
specia l p r iv ile g e s  to  none." In commenting on th is  message Hogg 
Ind icated th a t 1t was "an in s u lt  to  th a t ca rd ina l Democratic p r in ­
c ip le  to  contend th a t I t  1s In  fo rce  today between the  ra ilw ays and 
the p u b lic . Special p r iv ile g e s  are given the c a r r ie rs ,  and they go 
unrestra ined In  the exerc ise  o f  th e ir  wonderful power. Equal r ig h ts  
are accorded to  the shippers to  complain to  th e ir  c o n fid e n tia l fr ie n d s  
In  whispering tones o f the wrongs done to  them."
The long h a u l-sh o rt haul p ra c tic e  was another type o f  r a i l ­
road In ju s t ic e  c ite d  by Hogg. "They are d is c r im in a tin g  In  favo r o f 
ou ts ide producers, manufacturers and business men aga inst home people; 
and they w i l l  continue to  do so unless they are checked by an I n t e l l i ­
gent commission created and supported by the strong arm o f  the law.
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Gross In ju s t ic e  In  th e ir  charges can be f e l t  and seen on every hand. 
Examine them and you can not be m is le d ."
Anger
The second emotion to  which Hogg appealed was anger. He 
lin ke d  the abuse o f  high ra tes to  the argument o f  excessive power.
He stated th a t the people had l i t t l e  recourse 1n the courts  to  a l le ­
v ia te  any o f  the abuses. He appealed to  a deep seated anger against 
the  ra ilro a d s  when he charged th a t "they are making a tru ck  patch o f  
Texas to  supply the extravagant wants o f th e ir  owners who res ide 
abroad In  f lo u r is h in g  d t le s .  I f  the p u b lic  complain th e ir  rep ly  
1s a d e r is iv e  sn igger, a contemptuous sm ile , a d e fia n t lo o k , an 
ominous shake o f  the head, o r  as one o f  t h e ir  most d is tin g u ish e d  
rep resen ta tives s ta ted  i t ,  'L e t the people be damned.1”
Hogg knew h is  audience was p r im a r ily  fanners, ranchers, and 
small business men, people accustomed to  earning th e ir  l iv in g .  He 
probably aroused th e ir  anger aga inst the ra ilro a d s  by re fe r r in g  to  
the In s ta n t wealth o f  ra ilro a d  men. In d iscussing the watered stock 
and bond p ra c tic e s , the source o f  th is  in s ta n t w ea lth , Hogg d te d  
the example o f  Jay Gould who 1n one tra n sa c tio n  made over $3 m il l io n  
"w ithou t a s in g le  honest day's la b o r. The t r a f f i c  o f  the country  
has to  bear Increased t o l l s  and ra tes to  pay I t . "  Hogg a lso  con­
tended th a t "T he ir bonds are Increased 1n p ropo rtion  to  t r a f f i c  
re ce ip ts  to  ju s t i f y  the maintenance o f  high ra tes  to  prevent any 
dividends on th is  stock as an easy means o f f i l l i n g  up the country
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w ith  m il l io n a ir e s .11 He In d ic te d  the t r a f f i c  managers by saying 
"they w i l l  always put them pates) high enough to  pay e x o rb ita n t 
expenses, to  a ffo rd  high sa la r ie s  fo r  a useless horde o f Id le  o f f ic e rs  
and to  meet In te re s t on th e ir  Indebtedness."
The 11st o f  ra ilro a d  abuses and In ju s t ic e s  enumerated by 
Hogg probably aroused the anger o f  h is  lis te n e rs .  These d is c r im i­
na tory p rac tices  Included p re fe re n tia l treatm ent o f fo re ig n  sh ippers, 
e x to r t io n  by means o f  high ra te s , u n fa ir  p ra c tic e  o f rebates, and 
fre e  passes.
Fear
Hogg appealed to  fe a r to  support the con ten tion  th a t the power
o f the ra ilro a d s  was excessive. He Ind ica ted  th a t th is  power threatened
not on ly  the s ta te  but the federa l government.
They are growing In  s treng th  so as to  th rea ten  not on ly  the 
le g is la t iv e  and executive departments w ith  th e ir  overshadowing 
powers, but they are reaching ou t and th rea ten ing  to  grasp 
and th r o t t le  the tr ib u n a ls  o f  our country . . . . Where 1 t 1s 
poss ib le  they make every e ffe c tu a l and deadly s t r ik e  a t the 
powers o f  the States to  co n tro l th e ir  a f fa i r s .  . . . When th a t 
day comes I t  w i l l  s t ra in  the p a tr io t is m  o f the remainder o f  
the people who are l e f t  upon one s id e , and the a b i l i t y ,  ta le n ts  
and c a p ita l o f  those who are on the  o th e r, to  keep down the mob, 
to  re s tra in  the commune o r to  supress the a n a rch is t. . . .  I t  
w i l l  not be d i f f i c u l t  to  understand what most threatens our 
Independence in  the  fu tu re .
A fu r th e r  use o f the same emotion occurred when Hogg con­
tended th a t the la rge  ho ld ing  companies would become powerful enough 
to  re ta rd  the growth o f  the s ta te . Supporting th is  argument w ith  an 
appeal to  fe a r , he s ta ted  th a t I f  the  ho ld ing companies kept land 
o f f  the market, they would deprive the people o f  land to  purchase
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and the people would "become tenants sub jec t to  the w i l l  o f  those 
who own th e ir  homes. In  tim e they grow poor, diseased, degenerate 
and s e rv i le .  When th a t period is  reached the underly ing  p r in c ip le s  
o f  our government w i l l  be known o n ly  from the b lotched leaves o f  
h is to ry ."
Pride
Hogg appealed to  s ta te  p ride  a t the conclusion o f h is  d is ­
cussion o f  ra ilro a d  re g u la tio n . He had pra ised the success o f  the 
Georgia R ailroad Commission and Ind ica ted  th a t w ith  a p lenary com­
m ission Texas could Insure her fu tu re .
S ituated as Texas 1s, con ta in ing  an area o f  176,000,000 acres 
o f  land adapted to  h o r t ic u l tu r a l ,  a g r ic u ltu ra l and pastora l 
products and p u rs u its ; possessing u n lim ite d  s o i ls  and m ineral 
w ealth , w ith  a l l  the tim be r, fu e l and b u ild in g  m a te ria l demanded 
by the extravagant wants o f a proud people; having a coast o f 
500 m iles upon the g u lf  way, accessib le  to  a l l  the competing 
markets o f  the world over the na tu ra l and great highway o f com­
merce, removed as she Is  so fa r  from the markets by a l l  r a i l  
rou tes , she Is  p e c u lia r ly  surrounded and s itu a te d  as an Indepen­
dent s ta te , capable 1n a l l  th ings o f  c o n tro ll in g  w ith  ju s t ic e ,  
fa irn e ss  and l ib e r a l i t y  a l l  her domestic and In te rn a l a f fa i r s ,  
even to  the re g u la tio n  and co n tro l o f  the t r a f f i c  ra tes  o f 
her ra ilro a d s , to  the end th a t no p a rt o r  p o rtio n  o f  her p u b lic  
o r people sh a ll s u ffe r  by the dom ination, ra p a c ity  o r abuse 
o f  another.
Sympathy
Hogg's f in a l contention 1n h is  Rusk speech was th a t the 
s ta te  o f Texas should e s ta b lish  and m ain ta in  a home fo r  Confederate 
veterans. He supported th is  con ten tion  w ith  an appeal to  sympathy 
fo r  the "wounded, maimed, d isab led . . . who p a rtic ip a te d  1n the
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great f r a t r ic id a l  c o n f l ic t  so many years ago." Hogg maintained that 
the home should be b u i l t  "n o t as a c h a r ity *  but 1n settlem ent o f  « 
debt re s tin g  1n the honor o f  the sovereign S ta te , which ever expects 
and ought to  have the fe a lty  o f  I t s  c it iz e n s .  . . .  I t  should be one 
w ith in  whose p re c in c ts  no Inmate would fe e l as a pauper, but l ik e  an 
Independent p ro p r ie to r ,  surrounded by a l l  the comforts o f  the home 
he lo s t  when he responded to  h is  co u n try 's  c a ll- -a n  e lys la n  re tre a t 
where the pains o f  h is  wounds 1n d e c lin in g  years could be soothed 
by gen tle  hands and h is  s ta te 's  In g ra titu d e  fo rg iven  and fo rg o tte n ."
Summary
Hogg's Rusk speech was a c a re fu lly  prepared statement o f  
h is  p la tfo rm  de live re d  before an e n th u s ia s tic  audience comprised o f  
Hogg supporters from East Texas. He had the speech p r in te d  and 
c irc u la te d  throughout the s ta te . The speech was organized deduc tive ly  
w ith  s p e c if ic  instances and e f fe c t  to  cause reasoning as the prim ary 
forms o f  support fo r  h is  premises. His s tra te g y  was to  s tress  the 
power o f  the  la rge  corpora tions and In d ica te  th a t 1 f these were not 
checked they would co n tro l the s ta te . Through e th ic a l proofs he 
emphasized th a t he was a man o f  characte r who represented the cause o f 
the people, w h ile  the cause o f  the  corpora tions was opposed to  th a t o f  
the people. He fu r th e r  buttressed h is  case w ith  emotional appeals o f 
fe a r ,  anger, ju s t ic e ,  p r id e , and sympathy.
This address aroused the press, the ra ilro a d  o ra to rs , and 
spokesmen fo r  la rg e  corpora tions aga inst him. Because o f th is
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opposition  he was forced to  go d ir e c t ly  to  the people fo r  acceptance 
o f  h is  programs.
CHAPTER VI
CAMPAIGN OF 1892
This chapter w i l l  analyze three speeches 1n Hogg's 1892 
campaign. Each speech represents a d if fe re n t  aspect o f  the cam* 
palgn. The three speeches w i l l  be Hogg's W ills  Point speech, the 
debate a t Cameron, and the Dallas speech o f  October 1, 1892.
The W ills  Point speech 1s represen ta tive  o f a l l  the speeches 
Hogg de live red  up to  the Democratic s ta te  convention. This speech 
was selected fo r  ana lys is  because (1) i t  was Hogg's I n i t i a l  speech 
1n the campaign, (2) I t  was the most complete statement o f  h is  pro­
gram, (3) I t  fu rn ished  common places fo r  la te r  speeches, and (4)
I t  was p rin te d  and c irc u la te d  around the s ta te .
Because o f the excitement and in te re s t generated by the 
campaign, Hogg and George C la rk , a t the urg ing o f  the respective  
supporters, met 1n debate a t Cameron on May 3 and a t Cleburne on 
May 4 , 1892. The Cameron debate was selected because (1) I t  was 
a personal con fron ta tion  w ith  C la rk , (2) 1 t was an o p po rtun ity  to  
re fu te  d ir e c t ly  some o f the charges brought against Hogg, (3) I t  
was a s ig n if ic a n t  event In Texas h is to ry ,  and (4) 1t was p rin te d  
by the Dallas Morning News and was a va ila b le  to  the Cleburne audience 
the next day.
Hogg spoke fo u r times 1n Dallas during the 1892 campaign.
His address In  th a t c i t y  de live red  on October 1st w i l l  be analyzed
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1n th is  study. This was Hogg's f i r s t  speech a f te r  h is  nomination and 
C la rk 's  b o lt  from the p a rty  In  Houston, an event which forced him to  
a l te r  h is  s tra te g y  1n the  campaign. P r io r to  the Dallas speech the 
ce n tra l Issue 1n the campaign was the Railroad Cormrlsslon; 1n the 
D allas address h is  major Issue was a defense o f h is  candidacy. Repre­
sen ta tive  o f  a l l  o f  Hogg's campaign speeches a f te r  the convention, the 
speech Is  Included in  th is  study because (1) I t  was a departure from 
the W ills  P o in t speech, (2) I t  was de live red  to  a h o s t ile  audience,
(3) i t  was a s ig n if ic a n t  change 1n s tra teg y  fo r  the campaign, and
(4) 1t was p r in te d  and c irc u la te d  across the s ta te .
This chapter w i l l  analyze the W ills  Point speech, the  debate 
a t Cameron, and the Dallas speech 1n the areas o f  (1) o rg a n iza tio n ,
(2} lo g ic a l p ro o f, (3) e th ic a l p ro o f, and (4) emotional p roo f.
W ills  Point Speech
O rganization
The ana lys is  o f  the o rgan iza tion  o f  Hogg's W ills  Point speech 
w i l l  consider (1) them atic emergence, (2) method o f arrangement, (3) 
rh e to r ic a l o rd e r, and (4) audience adapta tion .
Thematic Emergence
The theme In  Hogg's W ills  p o in t speech was the same as 1n 
the Rusk speech two years e a r l ie r .  The speaker s ta ted th a t "the 
lo g ic  o f  the s itu a t io n  produced by re s u lts  th a t must be c le a r  to  
everyone, makes the p iv o ta l p o in t on which th is  campaign must tu rn  
the question o f the supremacy o f  the corpora tions o r the people.
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The question Is ,  s h a ll the c rea to rs  o r  the  creatures c o n tro l?"* In 
th is  statement Hogg pointed ou t th a t "s itu a t io n s "  and "events" had 
occurred th a t warranted th is  theme as the basis fo r  h is  campaign 
o ra to ry  during the 1892 campaign. During the two years th a t Hogg 
had served as governor (1890-1892) h is  programs had been attacked 
severe ly by the press, the ra ilro a d  o ra to rs , and the th ir d  pa rty  
leaders. These events forced him to  defend h is  programs 1n th is  
campaign.
The statement o f  the theme was concise and to  the p o in t,  
making I t  c le a r th a t Hogg considered the basic issue o f  the 1892 
campaign to  be a m atter o f  who was to  c o n tro l,  the s ta te  o r the co r­
p o ra tions . Although the statement o f  the theme occurred a t the 
conclusion o f h is  arguments and ju s t  preceding h is  p e ro ra tio n , 1 t 
was Im plied throughout the speech.
Method o f Arrangement
The body o f  the speech was arranged 1n a to p ic a l o rde r. Hogg 
stressed fo u r main Ideas 1n th is  speech: (1) he defended h is  record ,
(2) he supported a stock and bond law, (3) he argued fo r  a municipal 
bond law, and (4) he urged the passage o f  a corporate land law. 
Covering 35 pages o f the 46 page p rin te d  te x t fc, the defense o f h is
^The M il ls  P o in t speech was found 1n p r in te d  pamphlets and 
hand w r it te n  notes 1n the Archives o f  the U n iv e rs ity  o f  Texas l ib r a r y ,  
A u s tin , Texas; The Dallas Morning News; the F ort Worth Gazette; the 
Texas Farmer; Raines, Speeches; and Cotner. Addresses. A ll subsequent 
quota tions w ith in  th is  section  are from the W ills  Point speech unless 
otherw ise in d ica ted .
2Cotner, Addresses, 186-232.
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record as a tto rn e y  genera l. (2) h is  record as governor, and (3) h is  
p la tfo rm  fo r  the fu tu re ; hence, the In te rn a l s tru c tu re  o f  th is  con­
te n tio n  was h is to r ic a l 1n arrangement. His la s t  th ree  major po in ts  
were organized according to  a lo g ic a l pa tte rn  w ith  a deductive form 
o f  development.
R hetorica l Order
Hogg's In tro d u c tio n  was an appeal fo r  id e n t i f ic a t io n  based 
upon common ground. The speech was d e live red  on the f i f t y - s i x t h  
anniversary o f  the  b a t t le  o f  San Jac in to  which gave Texas I t s  Inde­
pendence from Mexico. This In tro d u c tio n  was an attem pt to  secure 
In te re s t and gain a tte n tio n  through an appeal to  s ta te  p rid e . Hogg 
concluded the  In tro d u c tio n  by s ta t in g  the major Issue o f  the 1892 
campaign proc la im ing th a t “ the H fe  o f  the ra ilro a d  commission 1s 
In vo lved ."
Hogg d id  not preview the body o f  the speech which centered 
around fo u r major p o in ts . The f i r s t ,  which consumed over th re e -fo u rth s  
o f  the speech, was a defense o f  Hogg's record w ith  re fu ta tio n  o f  
s p e c if ic  a ttacks  aga inst h is  programs c o n s titu t in g  the lo g ic a l pro­
cedure. The th ree  new Issues--the  stock and bond law , the municipal 
bond law, and the corpora te  land law-consumed eleven o f  the fo r ty - s ix  
pages o f  the p r in te d  te x t .
The speech concluded w ith  a b r ie f  emotional reminder to  the 
audience o f  the l ib e r t ie s  th a t were won a t  San Jac in to . Hogg's f in a l 
statement previewed h is  e n t ire  campaign when he said,"The people 
w i l l  ru le  Texas. Enforce the law ."
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The order o f  the speech denotes a c le a r separation o f  the major 
p o in ts ; however. In te rn a lly  the  o rg an iza tion  was not as prec ise  as 
Hogg's Rusk speech 1n 1890.
Audience Adaptation
At W ills  P o in t In  1892 as a t Rusk 1n 1890, Hogg was aware 
th a t he was speaking to  two audiences, h is  Imnedlate lis te n e rs  who 
gathered to  hear the speech and a la rg e r audience throughout the 
s ta te  th a t would be reached by the speech p rin te d  1n pamphlet form 
and reported by the press. The Dallas Horning News, the Fort Worth 
G azette, and the Texas Fanner each p r in te d  the f u l l  te x t  o f  the 
speech. Thousands o f  copies o f  the speech were p rin te d  in  pamplet 
form and d is tr ib u te d  by Hogg's supporters 1n the ru ra l areas s i t ­
uated w ith o u t b e n e fit o f  a d a lly  newspaper.
Logical Proof
In the body o f  the W ills  P o in t speech Hogg se t out to  do 
the fo llo w in g : (1 ) defend the R a ilroad Convnisslon aga inst a tta cks ,
(2) e s ta b lis h  the need fo r  a stock and bond law, (3) e s ta b lis h  the 
need fo r  a m unicipal bond law, and (4) e s ta b lis h  the need fo r  a 
corporate land law. I t  w i l l  be the purpose o f  th is  section  to  d is ­
cuss the argumentative development and to  analyze the lo g ic a l proof 
Hogg employed 1n each o f  these areas.
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Argumentative Development
This section  w i l l  exp la in  Hogg's argumentative development
In  h ts  re fu ta tio n  o f  a ttacks aga inst the R ailroad Commission and the
lo g ic a l development o f  h is  th ree  contentions th a t a stock and bond 
law was needed, a municipal bond law was needed, and a corporate land 
law was needed.
Defense o f  the Railroad Conm1ss1on
The R ailroad Commission had been In  opera tion nine months
and 1n th a t period many serious questions had been ra ised and debated
In the press, 1n p u b lic  speeches by C la rk , and in  the minds o f many 
voters regarding the need fo r  the Commission. For these reasons,
Hogg was forced to  present a strong defense o f  the Commission.
Hogg responded to  arguments aga inst the Commission w ith  
d ire c t  re fu ta t io n . His re fu ta to ry  arguments were: (1) the c o n s ti­
tu t io n a l amendment does not guarantee the l i f e  o f  the Commission,
(2) Texas must m ainta in  a p lenary conmlsslon, (3) the Commission 1s 
Jus t and f a i r ,  (4) the Commission Is  advantageous to  the people and 
the ra ilro a d s , and (5) the Commissioners should be appointed by the 
governor.
The f i r s t  step in  re fu ta t io n  is  " to  p ick  ou t the re levan t 
and s ig n if ic a n t  po in ts  o f  c la s h ."3 Hogg d id  th is  by l i s t in g  the 
f iv e  s ta te  planks In  the Texas Democratic p la tfo rm  o f  1890: section
^Thonssen, Baird and Braden, 413.
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6, the conmlsslon law; section  7, the land co rpora tion  law; sec tion  8 t
the fre e  p u b lic  schools; section 9, the Confederate home; and section
10, the separate coaches law. Hogg c le a r ly  Id e n t if ie d  the ce n tra l
issue In the campaign when he sa id ,
What 1s I t  th a t creates the great comnotlon now going on 1n 
p o l i t ic a l  c irc le s  aga inst your present s ta te  o ff ic e rs ?  What 
f is h  1s 1t th a t so re c k le s s ly  s t i r s  up and muddles the p o l i t i ­
cal waters? What 1s the troub le?  Look back and read plank 
s ix  o f  the p la tfo rm . There's the h itc h . . . .  Of a l l  those planks 
a ffe c t in g  the s ta te  a f fa ir s  w ith in  the p la tfo rm  there Is  one--on ly  
one—the re s u lt  o f  which has produced the dlstrubance now a g i­
ta t in g  the pu b lic  mind 1n th is  campaign. Read section s ix  care­
f u l l y  and you can not m istake the cause. The people declared 
fo r  'an e f fe c t iv e  ra ilw ay  commission1 and they got i t .  The 
people may be deceived, but the  t ru th  nevertheless remains 
th a t the commission c lo thed w ith  s u f f ic ie n t  power to  p rescribe  
and m aintain reasonable ra tes fo r  the re g u la tio n  o f  ra ilw ays 
Is  the leading Issue In  the campaign.
A fte r  Id e n tify in g  the po in ts  o f  c la sh , the second step 1n 
re fu ta t io n  1s to  "reso lve  the contested Issues to  th e ir  lowest 
lo g ic a l denom inators."4 Hogg d id  th is  when he s ta ted th a t plank s ix ,  
the ra ilro a d  commission law, was the major p o in t o f  c lash.
The amendment does not guarantee the l i f e  o f  the Commission. 
In defense o f  the Commission Hogg argued th a t the amendment d id  not 
co rre c t the ra ilro a d  problem. The c o n s titu t io n a l amendment passed 
1n 1890 allowed the le g is la tu re  to  e s ta b lis h  a conmlsslon; however, 
ra ilro a d  o ra to rs  argued th a t the amendment guaranteed the l i f e  o f 
the Commission. Hogg responded by f i r s t  quoting Section X o f the 
C o n s titu tio n  and the amendment; and second by p o in tin g  out th a t the 
amendment d id  not s p e c if ic a lly  provide fo r  a commission, but on ly
4 Ib1d. ,
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gave the le g is la tu re  the lega l r ig h t  to  e s ta b lish  one. Hogg stressed 
th a t the C o n s titu tio n  gave the le g is la tu re  the re s p o n s ib il i ty  to  set 
ra tes and to  govern the ra ilw a y  In d u s try . The amendment allowed the 
le g is la tu re  to  pass th a t re s p o n s ib il i ty  on to  another body, Hogg 
argued th a t 1 t was necessary, th e re fo re , to  e le c t someone f r ie n d ly  
to  the Commission; otherw ise I t  would become the "p la y th in g  fo r  the 
ra ilro a d s ."
In summary, many people had been convinced th a t since the 
amendment passed, the ra ilro a d  re g u la tio n  problem was solved. Hogg 
argued th a t the amendment was not enough. I t  on ly  made the c re a tio n  
o f  the Commission le g a l. He a lso argued th a t w h ile  the amendment 
gave the le g is la tu re  the r ig h t  to  e s ta b lis h  a commission, 1 t d id  
not make such a conmlsslon mandatory. He argued th a t the people 
who favored ra ilro a d  re g u la tio n  should vote fo r  the guberna to ria l 
candidate who would guarantee the l i f e  o f  the Conmlsslon.
Texas must maintain a p lenary conmlsslon. Since there  was 
su b s ta n tia l confusion as to  what was meant by a reg u la to ry  conmls­
s lo n , Hogg expla ined th a t the re  were th ree  kinds o f commissions.
The f i r s t  was an advisory conmlsslon which could not f i x  rates but 
could on ly re p o rt on wrongs and abuses by the ra ilw ays and advise 
the le g is la tu re .  I t  had persuasive power o n ly , and i t s  on ly  th re a t 
to  the ra ilro a d s  was the exposure o f wrong doings. Hogg s ta ted  th a t 
"1 t would sim ply amount to  nothing 1n Texas."
The second type o f  conmlsslon was a body which gathered 
da ta , made repo rts  on p ro p e rtie s , taxes pa id , revenue, and the
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business done by the various ra ilro a d  companies. This commission 
would not have the power to  f i x  ra tes o r to  enforce dec is ions.
A re g u la to ry  commission could be one o f  two types. One had 
the power to  f i x  ra tes and not the power to  enforce them, w h ile  the 
second had the power to  se t, m aintain and enforce ra te s . The Texas 
Railroad Commission was o f th is  type , a plenary commission, and 
"th e " Coimlssion th a t Hogg supported. These d e f in it io n s  were s ig ­
n i f ic a n t  in  Hogg's argument because many Texans, Inc lu d ing  C la rk , 
supported "a" commission. Hogg was adamant 1n h is  defense o f  "the " 
Commission and demonstrated th is  in  expos ito ry  form. Each o f  these 
d e f in it io n s  was derived from the study o f  o the r s ta te  commissions 1n 
opera tion a t the  tim e.
To c la r i f y  fu r th e r  what he meant by "the " Commission, Hogg 
l is te d  the du ties  o f the Texas R ailroad Commission as prescribed 
by the law, the lo ca tio n  o f  the o f f ic e s ,  the powers o f the Conmrtsslon 
1n lega l m atte rs , and the general fu c tlo n  o f the Commission. He 
concluded h is  exp lanation o f  the kind o f  comission he was defending 
as the "most e q u ita b le , ju s t  and strong one ever adopted by any 
government. Embodying as 1 t does a l l  the essen tia l elements o f 
'a d v is o ry , 's t a t i s t i c a l '  and 're g u la t iv e ' commissions, w ith  power 
to  enforce obedience to  I t s  ra te s , the Railway Convnlsslon o f  Texas 
has taken the lead o f  a l l  others 1n the United S ta te s ."
The Commission 1s ju s t  and f a i r . Hogg Id e n t if ie d  seven argu­
ments th a t accused the Commission o f  being un just to  the ra ilro a d s . 
These arguments may be grouped In to  two separate a tta cks : (1) the
Commission law d iscrim ina tes  aga inst the ra ilro a d s  1n th e ir  lega l
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r ig h ts  o f  appeal and (2) the ra tes  set by the Comn1ss1on are u n fa ir  
to  the ra ilro a d  companies.
The Commission law lim ite d  ra ilro a d  appeals on ra tes  to  the 
s ta te  co u rt a t A ustin . Hogg expla ined th a t th is  was to  prevent 
the ra ilro a d s  from b rin g in g  s u its  sca tte red  over the s ta te  which 
would lessen the Commission's a b i l i t y  to  deal w ith  them since the 
Commissioners could not be present a t  each t r i a l .
Hogg's response to  the cla im  th a t the ra tes set were u n fa ir
was th a t the ra ilro a d s  were given ten days n o tice  before any ra te  
change was made and during th a t period the roads could argue the 
a d v is a b i l i ty  o f  the change. He s ta ted  th a t "the  ra ilro a d  sh a ll be 
e n t it le d  to  be heard a t such tim e and place to  the end th a t ju s t ic e  
may be done and be given process to  enforce the attendance o f w i t ­
nesses. In o th e r words, before the comnlsslon sha ll make any ra tes  
o r pass ru le s  a ffe c t in g  the companies they sh a ll have a f u l l  and 
complete hea ring ."
The Commission Is  advantageous to  the people and the ra i lro a d s .
The fo u rth  argument th a t Hogg re fu te d  1n defense o f the Railroad
Conmlsslon was th a t the ra tes se t by the Commission would be harm fu l.
Hogg's I n i t i a l  response was th a t the c r i t i c s  o f  the  Commission were
In co n s is te n t. He argued th a t
Some say the ra tes  have been increased to  the oppression o f  the 
people. Others assert they have been reduced to  the ru in  o f  
the ra ilro a d s . The less d is c re te , reckless ones, w ith  Immodest 
boldness and Incons is tency, contend th a t they have been In ­
creased; th a t they have been reduced; th a t 1 f they are Increased 
the producers and consumers are oppressed; th a t 1 f they are 
reduced n e ith e r the producers nor consumers rece ive any b e n e fit
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from the reduction . So they go. By the tim e the  campaign 1s over 
they w i l l  perhaps harmonize on a cons is ten t l in e  o f b a t t le .  U n til 
they do so reason and lo g ic  w i l l  be wasted In  great q u a n tit ie s  on 
them w ith ou t m ate ria l re s u lts .
Hogg then attempted to  c la r i f y  th is  Inconsistency by l i s t in g
s ix  "p ro p o s itio n s  as to  the general e f fe c t  o f  the commlssIon's work
which may be re lie d  on as c o rre c t."
1. Rates have not been Increased above those In  fo rce  when the 
commission took e f fe c t .
2. Rates so fa r  f ix e d  by the commission have been reduced below 
those enforced by the ra ilro a d s .
3. Low rates on t r a f f i c ,  H ke  cheap excursion ra tes fo r  
passengers, have so s tim u la ted  trade th a t the people and 
the  ra ilw ays have each been b e n e fltte d  thereby.
4. That the conmlsslon ra tes  have been m ature ly made a f te r  
n o tic e , and are th e re fo re  re g u la r, equa l, and s ta b le , w h ile  
the ra tes adopted by the ra ilw ays were made suddenly, w ith ou t 
n o tic e , and were I r re g u la r ,  f lu c tu a t in g  and un ce rta in .
5. The conmlsslon ra tes and ru le s  p ro h ib it  rebates, specia l 
ra te s , d is c r im in a tio n s , and e x to r t io n s . Railway ra tes  
produced each o f  those In e q u it ie s  to  tra d e , Im poverishing 
the many, en rich in g  the few.
6. Every reduction  1n the ra tes  goes d i r e c t ly  to  the b e n e fit 
o f  the producer and consumer. When drawn down to  the l in e  
o f  ju s t ic e  upon the p r in c ip le  o f  a reasonable re tu rn  to  the 
c a rr ie rs  on th e ir  investment a f te r  paying le g it im a te  ex­
penses, s ta b le  fix e d  ra tes re s u lt  In p ro s p e rity  to  the r a i l ­
roads and the people.
Each o f  these s ix  p ro po s itio ns  was enumerated and fo llow ed by th e ir
development. Hogg attempted to  c la r i f y  the Issue o f  the e f fe c t  o f
the work o f  the Commission.
The Commlssloners should be appoin ted. Hogg Id e n t if ie d  the
f i f t h  a tta c k  aga inst the Commission as a d ispute  over whether the
Conm1ss1oners should be appointed by the governor o r e lected  by the
people. There was much oppos ition  to  the appointment concept In
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1892, even though 1 t was a p a rt o f  the commission law, Thts opposition  
came from C lark who was opposed to  the law a lto g e th e r and the P opu lis ts  
who favored s ta te  ownership o f  the ra ilro a d s .
Hogg expressed three reasons why he favored an appo in tive  com­
m ission. Each was based on the assumption th a t the commissioner 
would be a man o f  high in te g r i ty .  He concluded th a t such men (1) 
could not be bought, (2) would have a high regard fo r  the p u b lic  
w e lfa re , and (3) would p ro te c t the r ig h ts  o f  the ra ilw a y  Ind u s try .
In response to  the e le c t iv e  argument, Hogg argued th a t (1) 
the conrrtss loners would have no p la tfo rm  on which to  run , (2) the 
e le c tio n  o f  commissioners would req u ire  a c o n s t itu t io n a l amendment,
(3) there  was no plan fo r  c o n tin u ity  o f  term s, and (4) the power o f 
the ra ilro a d s  would make the e le c tio n  o f  men favo rab le  to  th e ir  
cause almost a c e r ta in ty .  Hogg also reasoned th a t 1n s ta tes  where 
the comnlssloners were e le c te d , commissions had fa i le d .  He con­
cluded the d iscussion o f  the appo in tive  question by defending the 
characte r o f  John H. Reagan, the Chairman o f  the R ailroad Commission,
The S tate o f  Texas needs a Stock and Bond Law.
In  1890, Hogg had argued th a t the Issu ing  o f  watered stock 
and bonds was a s ig n if ic a n t  abuse; he l is te d  1 t as a major cause 
fo r  the high ra tes  paid fo r  ra ilro a d  serv ice  a t th a t ttme. He had 
reasoned th a t the Commission would be able to  cope w ith  th is  problem. 
By 1892, he was convinced o f the need fo r  a separate law to  deal 
w ith  watered stock and bonds. On March 14, 1892, he urged the spe­
c ia l session o f  the le g is la tu re  to  pass such a measure. I t  passed
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the House but was defeated 1n the Senate. By the tim e o f the W ills  
Point speech Hogg was probably convinced th a t the on ly  way th is  le g is ­
la t io n  would be passed would be to  appeal d i r e c t ly  to  the people 
and to  make the stock and bond law a major Issue.
In the W ills  Point speech Hogg argued th a t the C o n s titu tio n  
provided fo r  a chartered corpora tion  to  issue stock and bonds fo r  two 
reasons, fo r  new cons truc tio n  and fo r  major re p a irs . Hogg argued 
th a t the amount o f  stock and bonds Issued d id  not equal the amount 
o f  co n s tru c tio n  o r re p a irs . He fu r th e r  s ta ted  th a t 1n 1891 no r a i l ­
ways were b u i l t  but th a t the ra ilro a d  owners Issued new stocks fo r  over 
$40 m il l io n .
Hogg adm itted th a t the Commission could not co n tro l th is  
p ra c tic e ; I t  was ou ts ide  th e ir  lega l ju r is d ic t io n .  He argued th a t 
the p ra c tice  was u n c o n s titu t io n a l, and new le g is la t io n  was necessary 
to  curb "such outrages on the people ."
The S tate o f  Texas needs a Municipal Bond Law.
The th ir d  major argument 1n Hogg's W ills  P o in t speech was 
th a t,  l ik e  the ra ilro a d s , the c i t ie s  and counties were Issu ing  bonds 
beyond which they were able to  pay. Hogg sta ted th a t the present 
generation was p lac ing  burdens on th e ir  ch ild re n  to  pay fo r  something 
they d id  not rece ive . Hogg argued th is  law would check extravagance 
and In s p ire  confidence abroad fo r  investment in  Texas.
The S tate o f Texas needs a Land Corporation Law.
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As Hogg had argued 1n the Rusk speech 1n 1890, a t W ills  
Point he Ind ica ted  the need fo r  a corpora te  land law. During h is  
f i r s t  term as governor Hogg attempted to  get th is  law passed, but 
the b i l l  fa i le d  In the le g is la tu re  because o f  lobby pressure brought 
to  bear aga inst 1 t. Hogg argued th a t a vast amount o f  land was con­
t r o l le d  by land co rpora tions . This con tro l was preventing the In d iv i ­
dual from owning h is  own land and was c re a tin g  a dependence upon 
the landowners and worsening the tenant farmer s itu a t io n  In Texas.
For these reasons, a law was necessary to  p ro te c t the pastora l lands 
o f Texas from corporate ownership.
Forms o f  Support
To support h is  con ten tions , Hogg re lie d  on fo u r forms o f 
lo g ic a l appeal: (1) Inference from deductive p a tte rn s , (2) Inference
from s p e c if ic  Instances, (3) Inference from causal re la t io n s ,  and
(4) In ference from analogies and comparisons.5 In a d d itio n , argument 
by e xp os ition  played a s ig n if ic a n t  ro le  1n Hogg's W ills  Point speech. 
I t  w i l l  be the purpose o f  th is  sec tion  to  analyze th a t speech 1n 
terms o f h is  use o f lo g ic a l appeals.
Inference from Deductive Patterns
Hogg developed the contentions discussed 1n the preceding 
section  by the use o f Inference from deductive pa tte rns . These 
arguments may be cast In to  the fo llo w in g  ca tego rica l sy llog ism s:
(1) Major Premise:
Minor Premise:
Conclusion:
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The p ra c tice  o f  any corpora tion  in f l i c t in g  
abuse upon the people should be c o n tro lle d .
The ra ilw a y  co rpo ra tions ' issu ing  o f 
watered stock and bonds 1s a p ra c tice  
I n f l i c t in g  abuse upon the people.
The ra ilw a y  co rp o ra tio n s ’ Issu ing o f  
watered stock and bonds should be 
c o n tro lle d .
(2) Major Premise: Any abuse o f the law should be c o n tro lle d .
Minor Premise: The cou n tie s ' and c i t ie s '  Issuance o f
excessive bonds 1s an abuse o f  the law.
Conclusion: The cou n tie s ' and c i t ie s '  Issuance o f 
excessive bonds should be c o n tro lle d .
(3) Major Premise: Anyone who supports the C o n s titu tio n
w i l l  fo rb id  corporate land monopolies.
Minor Premise: I [Hogg] support the C o n s titu tio n .
Conclusion: I fHogg] w i l l  fo rb id  corporate land mono­
p o lie s .
(4) Major Premise: The p la tfo rm  1s the w i l l  o f  the people.
Minor Premise: I  £Hogg] obeyed the p la tfo rm .
Conclusion: i f  Hogg] obeyed the w i l l  o f  the people.
A nalys is o f  these arguments reveals th e ir  s y l lo g is t ic  forms 
to  be v a lid .  T he ir r e l i a b i l i t y  depends upon whether the premises 
are tru e . Hogg supported the premises w ith  s p e c if ic  examples, ana log ies, 
comparisons, causal reasoning, and argument by e xp o s itio n . The sup­
p o rt fo r  the premises must be examined before a f u l l  conclusion can 
be reached regarding the r e l ia b i l i t y  o f  Hogg's lo g ic a l appeals.
Inference from S p e c ific  Instances
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Hogg's f i r s t  use o f s p e c if ic  Instances In  h is  W ills  Po int 
speech occurred 1n h is  exp lana tion o f the three types o f ra ilro a d  
commissions which o ther s ta tes  had t r ie d .  He expla ined th a t the 
types were (1) an advisory commission, (2) a s ta t is t ic a l  conmlsslon 
and (3) a re g u la to ry  conmlsslon. Hogg concluded through the method 
o f residues th a t the reg u la to ry  conmlsslon w ith  p lenary powers was 
the on ly  e f fe c t iv e  means o f  c o n tro l.
In a v ir tu a l d u p lic a tio n  o f h is  Rusk argument two years 
e a r l ie r ,  Hogg expla ined there was a d iffe re n c e  between "a" conmlsslon 
and "th e " commission. Arguing th a t the re  were on ly  three types o f 
commissions, he asserted th a t an advisory commission was In e ffe c t iv e  
because a l l  1 t could do was advise as to  what ra tes  should be s e t, 
adding th a t " I t  had no power." A s ta t is t ic a l  conmlsslon could gather 
data and could a lso advise, but again Hogg claimed 1 t "had no power."
Of the  two types o f  re g u la to ry  commissions, one could se t and not 
enforce ra te s , w h ile  the p lenary commission could both set and 
enofrce ra te s . He concluded th a t a l l  o f these types except the plenary 
conmlsslon were In e ffe c t iv e  because they had no power to  set and 
enforce ra te s . "The" Texas Railroad Commission was an example o f  an 
e f fe c t iv e  commission, a p lenary conmlsslon. Hogg's conclusion was 
re l ia b le ,  because he exhausted the various types o f commissions In  use; 
and employing h is  d e f in it io n  o f  "e f fe c t iv e "  as being a commission w ith  
power to  set and enforce ra te s , h is  conclusion was v a lid .
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To prove th a t the Texas R ailroad Conmlsslon was b e n e fit in g  
the people* Hogg employed s p e c if ic  Instances seven tim es. The f i r s t  
example was h is  c la im  th a t the Conmlsslon had reduced the ra te  on 
co tton  an average o f  464 a bale "aggregating a savings to  the people 
o f  a t le a s t $1,000,000 la s t  season." He fu r th e r  generalized th a t 
th is  type o f  savings might be forthcom ing on o th e r Texas products 
through the lowering o f  ra tes by the Conmlsslon.
Hogg's reference to  co tton  would probably have had audience 
appeal, s ince , even 1n 1892, co tton  was the prim ary money crop 1n 
Texas. In 1890 Texas had produced 2,000,000 bales o f co tton  and 
a savings o f 464 per bale would approximate a savings to  the people 
o f $1,000,000. This is  e s p e c ia lly  s ig n if ic a n t  in  l ig h t  o f  the de­
creasing p rice  o f co tton . In 1890 the co tton  crop o f two m il l io n  
bales brought $68,000,000 to  the farm er. When the 1890 revenue Is  
compared w ith  the 1887 crop which produced $88,000,000 fo r  1.6 m il l io n  
ba les, the one m il l io n  d o lla r  savings to  the fanner was s ig n i f ic a n t .6
S p e c ific  instances were a lso used by Hogg to  prove the 
Conmlsslon was advantageous to  the ra ilro a d s . He d te d  fo u r Texas 
ra ilro a d s  and described the economic b e n e fit which came to  each as 
a re s u lt  o f  the Commission. He genera lized from these examples th a t 
the Commission was advantageous to  these ra ilro a d s  and In tim e would 
be advantageous to  a l l  the ra ilro a d s  1n Texas. The f i r s t  ra ilro a d  
was the In te rn a tio n a l and Great Northern which had an "Increased 
surplus earnings fo r  the commission period aggregate $233,934.82."
6Cotner, Addresses, 205n.
200
For the same period the Galveston, Houston and Henderson had increased 
gross earnings o f  $44,578.39. The th ir d  example was the Cotton B e lt 
which had Increased gross earnings o f  $321,895.60. "The records o f  
the Houston and Texas Central and several o th e r roads present q u ite  as 
favo rab le  co n d itio n s . Two o r three o n ly  show reduced earnings during 
the conmlsslon period compared w ith  the corresponding months o f the 
preceding y e a r."
Furthe r developing h is  c la im  th a t the Conmlsslon had bene fited  
the ra ilro a d s , Hogg contended th a t most Texas ra ilro a d s  had p ro f ite d  
from the lower ra te s . He c ite d  th ree  examples o f  such b e n e f it .  He 
asserted the Houston and Texas Central and several had a lso  be ne fited .
Hogg*s examples are Inadequate p roo f due to  in s u f f ic ie n t  
number and the scope o f  time covered in  h is  sample. Although the 
ra ilro a d s  d id  b e n e fit f in a n c ia l ly  a t  a la te r  tim e , Hogg's evidence 
was adequate to  prove on ly  th a t fo u r lin e s  were prospering 1n the 
sho rt period th a t the Conmlsslon had been in  opera tion .
Using W ills  P o in t as a base, Hogg l is te d  nineteen examples 
to  show th a t the Conmlsslon had lowered ra tes  on commodities. S ta tin g  
th a t these ra tes replaced the form er d is c r im in a to ry  p ra c tice s  o f  the 
ra ilro a d s  and were 1n r e a l i t y  s t im u la tin g  the Texas economy, Hogg 
argued th a t these examples proved what the Commission was doing fo r  
the people.
I t  is  d i f f i c u l t  to  asce rta in  the to ta l number o f  commodities 
produced 1n Texas 1n 1892 1n order to  determine 1 f th is  was a repre­
sen ta tive  sample. The l i s t  Included a l l  o f  the major a g r ic u ltu ra l 
crops and manufactured goods such as lumber, b r ic k s , fu rn itu re ,  and
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s te e l.  There seems to  be l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t y  1n accepting the  rep re ­
sentativeness o f  these examples. The 11st was e f fe c t iv e  as a persuasive 
device. The people wanted r e l i e f  from high ra te s , and the comprehensive 
re p o rt o f  lower ra tes was, no doubt. Impressive to  Hogg's audience.
To support h is  argument th a t  the commissioners should be 
appointed by the governor, Hogg argued th a t the ra ilro a d s  everywhere 
had clamored fo r  the e le c tio n  o f  the commissioners. He c ite d  one 
unnamed s ta te  where ra ilw a y  power combined w ith  the Republicans 
"e lec ted  obnoxious commissioners and the law was prom ptly repea led ."
Hogg Id e n t if ie d  Georgia as a s ta te  In  which the ra ilw ays had attempted 
to  get the commissioners e lected  but fa i le d .
Hogg's re lia n c e  upon the Georgia Commission fo r  support o f  
the Texas Commission was probably e f fe c t iv e ,  since he Id e n t if ie d  the 
Georgia Conmlsslon as the on ly  o th e r e f fe c t iv e  commission. Taken 
as a c la s s , by Hogg's d e f in i t io n  o f e ffe c tiv e n e s s , I t  was s u f f ic ie n t  
1n number. The example o f  the unnamed s ta te  d id  l i t t l e  to  support 
h is  argument.
To support h is  advocacy fo r  a stock and bond law, Hogg pre­
sented s ta t is t ic s  to  demonstrate the amount o f  watered stock and 
bonds Issued by the  ra ilw a y  companies. His g e n e ra liza tio n  was th a t 
th is  Issuance was excessive. This was e s s e n t ia lly  the same argument 
he employed 1n h is  Rusk speech. At W ills  P o in t he s ta ted  th a t the 
aggregate Issue o f  stock and bonds by the ra ilro a d s  1n the na tion  
was $9.8 b i l l i o n  more than the na tiona l debt. Hogg a lso asserted 
th a t " In  Texas, no ra ilro a d s  were b u i l t  la s t  yea r, y e t during  th a t
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period they have increased th e ir  bonds and stocks to  the amount o f  
over $40 m in io n . "
As a fu r th e r  example In  support o f  the same g e n e ra liz a tio n ,
Hogg re fe rre d  to  a ra ilro a d  fa m il ia r  to  h is  lis te n e rs . Many o f  the 
people In  attendance a t W ills  P o in t a rr iv e d  on the Texas and P a c if ic .  
Hogg re fe rre d  s p e c if ic a l ly  to  th is  ra ilro a d  when he sa id , "Take th is  
great hlway running 1n fro n t  o f  us. What do you suppose 1t has 
outstand ing aga inst 1 t 1n stocks and bonds? $92,965,979, over $92 
m il l io n .  Are the people able to  pay th a t debt?”
The reference to  the s p e c if ic  l in e  and the personal contact 
w ith  th a t road by many o f  h is  l is te n e rs  made th is  example meaningful 
and 1 t was a va luable rh e to r ic a l device.
To support the argument th a t some counties and towns were 
abusing the law , Hogg s ta ted  th a t the counties then owed "about 
$7,000,000 and c i t ie s  and towns have Issued over $10,000,000 such 
s e c u r it ie s ."  He argued th a t nothing was wrong w ith  Issu ing  bonds 
when needed, but he added support to  the c la im  th a t the m u n ic ip a lit ie s  
were abusing the p r iv ile g e  when he s ta ted  th a t eleven counties and 
towns were in  d e fa u lt.
Hogg chose not to  l i s t  what counties and towns were 1n d e fa u lt 
o f  th e ir  bond payments, a wise p o l i t ic a l  move; however, he s ta ted  
th a t "Here 1n my hand 1s a 11st. . . , "  which probably got the 
e f fe c t  desired 1n th is  Instance.
At W ills  Point Hogg argued, as he had a t Rusk, th a t land 
corpora tions should be c o n tro lle d . He sa id  th a t land corpora tions
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In the na tion owned over 200,000,000 acres o f land, o r a te r r i t o r y  
"equal to  the states o f Connecticut, Delaware, Kentucky, Maine,
Maryland, Massachusetts, New Jersey, Ohio, Rhode Is lan d , South C aro lina, 
Vermont, West V irg in ia , New York, Georgia, and Tennessee." In th is  
example Hogg attempted to  demonstrate the vast amount o f  land con­
t ro l le d  by land corpora tions. His unstated gene ra liza tion  was tha t 
th is  was an excessive amount o f land to  be co n tro lle d  by such 
corporations.
Hogg chose to  defend th is  argument w ith  a llu s io n s  to  the 
na tional problem o f  corporate ownership o f  land. A w iser choice 
would have been to  center on the problem 1n Texas, which 1n support 
o f  Hogg's argument was a fa c t ,  but the national problem probably had 
l i t t l e  e f fe c t upon the audience. The 11st o f s ta tes was probably 
Impressive, but h is  audiences may have found 1t d i f f i c u l t  to  re la te  
to  such a vast te r r i t o r y .
Inference by Analogy and Comparison
Hogg used an argument from comparison to  support h is  conten­
t io n  th a t a l l  cou rt cases concerning the fa irness o f a p a r t ic u la r  
shipping ra te  should be t r ie d  1n the s ta te  cou rt a t Austin on ly .
The ra ilro a d s  claimed th a t th is  section o f the Commission law was to  
prevent a d ispersion o f  dozens o f cases a t separate loca tions a t the 
same time making i t  Impossible fo r  the Commissioners to  be present 
a t a l l  o f them. Using analogy, he pointed to  o ther s ta tes where 
the ra ilro a d s  had f i le d  s u its  1n various courts throughout the s ta te
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In order to  make i t  im possible fo r  the s ta te  conm1s$1oners to  be 
represented a t each t r i a l ;  the  re s u lt  was th a t the ra ilro a d s  won th e ir  
cases by d e fa u lt. Hogg pointed out th a t the Texas Commission law 
requ ired the s u its  to  be f i le d  1n on ly one c o u rt, the s ta te  cou rt 1n 
A u s tin , thus circum venting the d ispe rs ion  o f  cases experienced 1n 
o ther s ta te s .
Hogg's reference to  o th e r s ta tes  was general and not very 
com pelling; however, through e xp os ition  he was able to  bu ttre ss  th is  
argument to  make 1 t e f fe c t iv e  support.
Another comparison was drawn by Hogg between the ra ilro a d s  
and hack d r iv e rs , draymen, and ferrymen. The ra ilro a d  argument was 
th a t 1 f they were found by the cou rt to  be charging fees In excess 
o f the estab lished  ra tes se t by the Commission, they were forced to  
pay f in e s . They f e l t  th is  was u n ju s t. R e fe rring  to  hack d r iv e rs  
Hogg s ta te d .
C ity  governments prescribe  a schedule o f  fees to  be charged 
by hack d r iv e rs  and draymen, and they have no appeal from th a t 
a c tio n . There are many thousands o f them 1n Texas a t work now 
under such schedules. I f  one o f them charges more than the ra te  
so prescribed , the p e na ltie s  Imposed on him are severe.
Ferrymen and owners o f tu rnp ikes  and macadam roads have th e ir  
t o l l s  regulated by the county comnlssloners c o u rt, from which 
the re  1s no appeal, and fin e s  are In f l ic te d  fo r  a v io la t io n  o f 
them. On what p r in c ip le  should ra ilw a y  companies be exempted 
from s im ila r  re g u la tio n s , r e s t r ic t io n s ,  and pena lties?
This e x h ib its  a number o f s im i la r i t ie s ;  both Items compared 
were engaged In  tra n s p o rta tio n , were opera ting 1n Texas, and were 
fo r  h ire  o r charging fees fo r  th e ir  se rv ices . The comparison seems 
v a lid .
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A c ru c ia l argument In  Hogg's defense o f  the R ailroad Com* 
m ission was th a t "reduced ra tes Increase the volume o f  t r a f f i c . "
To support th is  argument he drew an analogy between the shipping 
o f  the ra ilw ays and a drayman. He explained th a t "On the p r in c ip le  
th a t a man can make more money d r iv in g  30 horses to  town a t 50 cents 
a head than by d r iv in g  f iv e  horses a t $1.50 a head* the ra ilw ay 
companies make more money by hau ling  la rge  q u a n tit ie s  o f t r a f f i c  
a t  cheap ra tes  than they do by hauling a small amount a t high ra te s ."
This comparison 1s hypo the tica l hence 1s Im portant fo r  
i l lu s t r a t iv e  purposes on ly  and does not c o n s titu te  p roo f th a t the 
p r in c ip a l was a c tu a lly  tru e . I t  probably was e f fe c t iv e  to  Hogg's 
ru ra l audience as an example o f  how the p r in c ip le  worked.
To demonstrate th a t the Commission was advantageous Hogg 
employed a se ries  o f  comparisons o f cond itions  before and a f te r  i t s  
estab lishm ent. The fo llo w in g  comparisons demonstrate the work done 
In  the sho rt period o f  the Commission's opera tion :
Before Now
One carload o f  stock cost $40 
fo r  50 m iles .
Ship over 500 m iles fo r  th a t 
amount.
A carload o f  hay cost $40 fo r  
100 m iles.
Almost any p o in t 1n the s ta te  
fo r  $22.50.
Shippers had to  fawn and bow. Demand f a i r  ra tes  Independently.
D isc rim ina tions  were p re va len t. They are no t.
Railroads changed ra tes a t 
th e ir  w i l l .
Ten days no tice  1s demanded.
Rates were complicated* o ften  
secre t.
Rates are p la in *  simple* s ta b le .
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Rates were as high as the 
t r a f f i c  would bear.
Short l in e s  were absorbed by 
the b ig  lin e s .
No fa c to ry  in  the s ta te  could 
compete w ith  fa c to r ie s  
ou ts ide  the s ta te .
Leading wholesale merchants 
d riven  from the s ta te .
Wheat was c a rr ie d  north  
re turned as f lo u r .
Texas had to  buy Kansas corn.
C a ttle  sent n o rth , returned 
to  Texas as butchered beef.
Cotton seed m il ls  were closed.
They are reasonable on the 
mileage basis.
Short l in e s  are no longer In 
danger.
Local fa c to r ie s  are beginning 
to  prosper.
May re tu rn  to  do business 
succe ss fu lly .
Wheat goes to  Texas m il ls .
B rick  shipped from no rth .
85% o f t r a f f i c  was In te rs ta te . 
High lo ca l ra tes were the ru le*
Texans can buy Texas corn.
C a ttle  butchered and d e live re d  
fresh  1n Texas.
They are being revived and new 
ones b u i l t .
Produced lo c a l ly  and so ld  here.
50% o f t r a f f i c  has become lo c a l.
Cheap ra tes are en forced, and 
l i f e  has been Infused In to  
our In d u s tr ie s , the  volume 
o f  t r a f f i c  p ro p o rtio n a te ly  
Increased, and the net earnings 
o f  the roads preserved.
These comparisons were drawn from In fo rm ation  obtained from 
the Commission, and th e re fo re  were probably re l ia b le .
To support the minor premise th a t the ra ilw a y  co rp o ra tio n s ' 
Issu ing  o f  watered stock and bonds was a p ra c tic e  I n f l i c t in g  abuse 
upon the people, Hogg employed an analogy lin k in g  th is  p ra c tic e  to  
fo rg e ry . His analogy was
I f  a man attem pts to  Impose an o b lig a tio n  on another In  w r it in g  
w ith o u t h is  consent, he 1s g u i l t y  o f  fo rge ry  and sub je c t to
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Imprisonment In  the p e n ite n tia ry . 1 have known many poor wretches 
put 1n p rison fo r  a term o f  two years fo r  no g rea te r o ffense 
than fo rg in g  an order o r note fo r  less than f iv e  d o lla rs ,  which
nobody was bound to  pay. What 1s the d iffe re n c e  In p r in c ip le
d is tin g u is h in g  such an ac t from one where a co rpora tion  In  fa c t 
Imposes upon and makes the p u b lic  pay m ill io n s  I t  does not owe?
I f  any gentleman can show me the d iffe re n c e  1n p r in c ip le  I sh a ll 
g ra te fu l ly  thank him.
Hogg fa i le d  to  take In to  cons ide ra tion  th a t the ra ilro a d s  
s t i l l  had the prim ary re s p o n s ib il i ty  fo r  the payment o f  the stocks 
and bonds. In e f fe c t ,  the ra ilro a d s  d id  not sign the people 's name 
as 1n the case o f fo rg e ry . However, 1n the f in a l ana lys is  1 t was the 
people who had to  pay the debt. Therefore , the analogy was tru e  1n 
p r in c ip le .
Hogg's fo u rth  major contention was th a t anyone who supports 
the C o n s titu tio n  w i l l  fo rb id  corporate land monopolies. To support 
th is  c la im  he employed two analogies. He argued th a t I f  the land 
co rpora tion  law was not passed, Texas would eve n tu a lly  be 1n the 
same con d ition  as B r ita in  and Ire la n d . Hogg argued th a t 1n B r lt la n  
on ly  30,000 people owned land because o f the land co rp o ra tion s ' co n tro l 
o f  a l l  the land. In Ire la n d , Hogg asserted , over two and one h a lf
m il l io n  farmers were unable to  own th e ir  land because o f the land
corpo ra tions , y e t "they pay annually from th e ir  land earnings $20 
m il l io n  to  absentee land lo rds fo r  the p r iv ile g e  o f  dying on th e ir  
s o i l . "  Hogg explained th a t Texans could do nothing about o ther 
s ta tes  o r o th e r n a tion s , but they could guarantee th a t th is  feudal 
system would no t occur in  Texas.
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The s im i la r i t ie s  between the Texas land problems and those 
o f  B r ita in  and Ire la nd  are s ig n if ic a n t  enough to  make th is  a v a lid  
analogy. The Texas land corpora tions were o f  two types; one was 
the fo re ig n  c a p ita l is ts  who were Involved In land ownership o f  la rge  
blocks o f a g r ic u ltu ra l and pastora l land such as the XIT combine 
1n the  Texas panhandle and the S co ttish  combine o f  the Adair fa m ily  
and the huge JA ranch. The second type o f  land co rpora tion  was the 
ho ld ing companies c o n tro lle d  by the ra ilro a d  In d u s try . The land 
granted to  the ra ilro a d s  was tra n s fe rre d  to  ho ld ing companies 1n 
order to  f u l f i l l  the le g a l i ty  o f  th e ir  g ran t. These ho ld ing companies 
then had, by law, a set period o f tim e to  s e ll the land. The loop­
hole 1n the law was th a t the time d id  not s ta r t  u n t i l  the land had 
been patented, and th is  was ra re ly  done. Therefore, the hold ing 
companies had the land In d e f in ite ly .  Hogg argued th a t th is  lack o f 
a patent on the land was what caused the I r is h  and B r it is h  problem. 
There was enough s im i la r i ty  1n the two u n its  o f the analogy to  make 
them re l ia b le .
To an audience composed m ainly o f  farmers and ranchers, as 
the W ills  Point audience was, the acceptance o f th is  argument was 
obvious. The tenant fanner problem 1n Texas as w e ll as the e n t ire  
South was worsening, and Hogg's lis te n e rs  would be sympathetic to  
th is  argument.
To support the argument th a t the ra ilro a d  commissioners 
should be appointed by the governor, Hogg drew an analogy between 
the commissioners and o th e r s ta te  o f f ic ia ls  such as the heads o f  the 
d i f fe re n t  asylums, the p e n ite n t ia ry , the re fo rm atory , and the regents
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o f  the u n iv e rs ity .  Hogg argued th a t these were a l l  appointed; th e re ­
fo re , why not the ra ilro a d  comnlssloners?
The s im i la r i t ie s  between the two u n its  make th is  analogy 
v a lid .  The l i s t in g  o f appointed o f f ic e rs  d id  not counter the argument 
by those opposed to  the concept, but 1t  d id  s h i f t  to  them the burden 
o f proving "why not?" Even 1 f the question d id  not prove Hogg's 
argument, I t  may have caused the audience to  th in k  about the question 
and thus n e u tra liz e  to  some exten t the opponent's argument.
Inference from Causal Reasoning
Throughout the W111s P o in t speech Hogg maintained th a t the 
Commission was advantageous to  the people o f  Texas and to  the r a i l ­
roads. He supported th is  argument by employing a chain o f  causal 
reasoning. He began from the premise th a t the Commission would reduce 
the ra tes on sh ipp ing . Hogg supported h is  cause-e ffec t reasoning 
p o in tin g  out th a t ra tes had a lready been reduced, l i s t in g  s p e c if ic  
commodities and the Conmlsslon's schedule o f  reduced ra te s . Also 
he supported the c la im  w ith  a 11st o f  comparisons. He asserted 
th a t the re s u lt  o f  these lower ra tes  would be cheaper p rices  fo r  
comnod1t1es. Hogg argued th a t 1 t was a p r in c ip le  o f  economics to  
Include shipp ing costs In  the cost o f  the product, thus 1 f sh ipp ing 
costs are reduced, the p rice  o f the product would be reduced. This 
lower cost o f  a conmodlty would 1n tu rn  s tim u la te  the demand fo r  th a t 
product. I f  demand was Increased th is  would cause more production 
o f  fin ish e d  products. A ll o f th is  would mean more shipping and 
a c t iv i t y  fo r  the ra ilro a d s  which would be to  th e ir  advantage. The
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Increase In  ra ilro a d  a c t iv i t y  would mean more revenue fo r  the ra ilro a d s  
even though the ra tes were lower.
According to  Hogg, the Conmlsslon was advantageous to  the 
buyer because o f cheaper goods, to  the manufacturer because o f lower 
ra te s , to  the wholesaler because o f  cheaper shipp ing costs , and to  
the ra ilro a d  because o f  Increased revenue. Hogg buttressed the 
advantage to  the ra ilro a d  argument w ith  the analogy, mentioned e a r l ie r ,  
o f  the drayman d r iv in g  30 horses to  town making more money a t 50$ a 
head than f iv e  horses a t $1.50 a head. Also the example o f the ex­
curs ion fa res from W ills  P o in t to  Dallas supported th is  conclusion.
There were two major problems In Hogg's chain o f  causal 
reasoning; he recognized both o f them and attempted to  compensate 
fo r  them. The f i r s t  problem was whether o r not ra tes were a c tu a lly  
lowered. He c ite d  s p e c if ic  Instances to  support h is  cla im  th a t they 
were. The second problem 1n th is  causal chain was h is  argument th a t 
lowered ra tes  would cause an Increase In  ra ilro a d  income because o f  
an Increase 1n shipp ing. Hogg was less successful 1n supporting th a t 
c la im . The s p e c if ic  Instances demonstrated th a t lower ra tes were a 
fa c t ,  but the question o f  the cause o f those changes is  somewhat 1n 
doubt.
Hogg lin ke d  a l l  changes to  the work o f  the Commission. He 
d id  not take In to  considera tion  norma! economic growth, the sta tus 
o f the Texas economy, o r even o f the na tiona l economy as causal 
fa c to rs . This fa i lu re  to  cover a l l  possib le  causes and by e l im i­
na tion conclude the Commission was the on ly  fa c to r  was a weakness 
In  h is  lo g ic a l support. The na tion  was In  an economic recession;
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and the fa c t  th a t new businesses s ta r te d , closed businesses reopened, 
ra ilro a d  t r a f f i c  Increased, and the volume o f  fin is h e d  goods increased 
In  Texas demonstrates the uniqueness o f  the s itu a t io n .  A survey o f 
h is to r ic a l events o f th is  period does not in d ica te  any fa c to r  s ig n i­
f ic a n t  enough to  make these changes o ther than ra ilro a d  re g u la tio n .
I t  seems, th e re fo re , th a t Hogg's causal reasoning and the lin k s  cannot 
be fa u lte d .
In defense o f  the R ailroad Conmlsslon, Hogg a lso argued 
th a t through co n tro l s t a b i l i t y  1n ra te s , schedules, and stock would 
cause a more favo rab le  economic c lim a te  fo r  prospective Investe rs .
This would make I t  eas ie r fo r  the ra ilro a d s  to  acquire c a p ita l In ve s t­
ments. This argument was In d ire c t  c lash w ith  Jay Gould's p o s itio n  
th a t re g u la tio n  o f  the ra ilro a d s  1n Texas would cause c a p ita l to  be 
t im id .
Hogg's argument probably had l i t t l e  Impact on h is  l is te n in g  
audience but was designed p r im a r ily  fo r  those ou ts ide  the s ta te  who 
had read the prophecies 1n the Dallas Morning News and o ther d a lly  
papers as to  how damaging ra ilro a d  reg u la tio n  would be to  Texas.
Argumentation by Exposition
In the W ills  Point speech Hogg used expos ition  as a suppor­
t iv e  device. The two methods discussed In th is  section  w i l l  be 
d e f in i t io n  and n a rra tio n .
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D e fin it io n , Hogg c o n s is te n tly  maintained th a t he was ad­
vocating " th e " Commission and no t ju s t  "a" commission. There was 
confusion as to  the meaning o f these terms as he used them. Hogg 
defined ’’the " Commission as the cu rre n t Commission which had the 
power to  prescribe  and enforce ra te s ; he defined o ther types such 
as the advisory and s ta t is t ic a l  commissions as In e ffe c t iv e . Hogg 
used th is  d e f in i t io n  o f  "the " Commission as a persuasive to o l.
Another example o f  argumentation by d e f in it io n  was Hogg’ s 
c la r i f ic a t io n  o f  h is  corporate land law. He pointed out the pro­
v is io n s  which would enable the people to  own th e ir  own land. He 
buttressed th is  d iscussion w ith  a d e f in i t io n  o f  corporate land con­
t r o l  .
Much o f  the confusion over these two questions was caused, 
probably d e lib e ra te ly ,  by the ra ilro a d  o ra to rs  and the press. Some 
o f  the con fus ion , no doubt, was ju s t  a lack  o f  understanding. In 
any case Hogg recognized th a t the confusion ex is ted  and strengthened 
h is  p o s it io n  by h is  use o f  d e f in i t io n .
n a rra tio n . To c la r i f y  the  m isunderstanding concerning the 
amendment, Hogg quoted the section  o f  the C o n s titu tio n  which was 
amended and then explained how the amendment d id  not guarantee the 
establishm ent o f  a commission; 1 t on ly  gave the le g is la tu re  the 
r ig h t  to  e s ta b lis h  a conmlsslon but not a mandate to  do so. The 
ra ilro a d s  had claimed th a t since the amendment passed, the l i f e  o f  
the Commission was guaranteed. Through n a rra tio n  Hogg was ab le to  
c la r i f y  th is  m isunderstanding.
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Hogg a lso used n a rra tio n  to  c la r i f y  the le ga l s ta tus o f  the 
ra ilro a d s  under the Commission's c o n tro l. The misunderstanding 
centered around the ra ilro a d  c la im  th a t under the Commission they 
had no lega l r ig h t  o f  appeal 1 f ra tes  were se t so low as to  pre­
vent any le ve l o f  p r o f i t .  Through n a rra tio n  Hogg expla ined th a t 
the Conmlsslon was requ ired  to  hold a hearing ten days p r io r  to  any 
ra te  change, and the ra ilro a d s  cou ld , i f  they de s ire d , appeal the 
ra te  decis ion  In the s ta te  cou rt a t A ustin . This p ro v is ion  was 
s ta ted 1n the commission law; however, questions had a risen con­
cern ing 1 t. Through th is  n a rra tio n  Hogg attempted to  demonstrate 
th a t Ju s tice  was a ffo rded  the ra ilro a d s  through the Commission.
To exp la in  the ra tio n a le  fo r  h is  oppos ition  to  watered 
stock and bonds, Hogg pointed out th a t the c o n s titu t io n a l p ro v is ion  
was fo r  the purpose o f co n s tru c tio n  o f new lin e s  and fo r  major re ­
p a irs . Through the use o f  n a rra tio n  he was able to  demonstrate 
th a t the ra ilro a d s  were Issu ing  stock and bonds w ith ou t con s truc tin g  
new lin e s  o r making major re p a irs .
In  defending the choice o f  John Reagan as Chairman o f  the 
R ailroad Commission, Hogg used n a rra tio n . Since Reagan was a close 
f r ie n d  o f  Hogg's fa th e r ,  the Governor had known him a l l  h is  l i f e .
I t  was understandable th a t when there was oppos ition  to  Reagan, Hogg 
defended h is  se le c tio n . Through the use o f  n a rra tiv e , he traced 
the l i f e  o f  Reagan, emphasizing the serv ices he had performed fo r  
the people o f  Texas.
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In support o f  the argument th a t lower ra tes would s tim u la te  
sh ipp ing , Hogg used n a rra tio n . He c ite d  the excursion fares on the 
Texas and P a c if ic  from W ills  Point to  D allas. He explained th a t 
I f  "the  road were to  charge $10 a passenger the round t r i p ;  but few 
o f  you would go except fo r  absolute necess ity . None o f  you would 
make the t r i p  fo r  p leasure. The ca rs , th e re fo re , though required 
to  go and re tu rn , would haul but few people. On the o ther hand, i f  
they were to  charge a d o lla r  a round t r i p ,  thousands o f you would go 
and crowd the cars. Whether fo r  business, rec rea tion  o r pleasure 
the people would tra v e l o fte n  and load the road w ith  w ork." The 
conclusion to  th is  argument was th a t the Increased t r a f f i c  would 
b rin g  about Increased revenue w ith  l i t t l e  increase in  opera ting 
expenses. This conclusion Is  dependent upon Increased t r a f f i c .  The 
f in a l d is p o s it io n  o f  th is  argument was assessed in  the d iscussion 
on causal re la tio n s h ip s .
E th ica l Proof
In assessing Hogg's use o f e th ic a l p roo f in  h is  W ills  Po int 
speech th is  section  w i l l  note two elements: (1) Hogg's repu ta tion
p r io r  to  the speech and (2) the e th ic a l p roo f used w ith in  the speech.
Reputation
The people who made up the W ills  Point audience had known 
Hogg fo r  over a decade. Van Zandt and the surrounding counties made 
up h is  constituency when he served the 7th d i s t r i c t  as d is t r i c t
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a tto rn e y . He had a rep u ta tio n  there  fo r  h is  Im p a rtia l enforcement 
o f  the law and a champion o f  the people .^ However, events had occurred 
during  h is  tenure as governor which probably a ffe c te d  h is  rep u ta tion  
among them. S p e c if ic a lly ,  Hogg faced disenchantment o f  the A llia n c e  
w ith  h is  programs, the controversy generated by h is  appointment o f  
Horace C h ilto n  as United States Senator, and agrarian d iscon ten t w ith  
the Democratic p a rty .
During Hogg's 1890 campaign he had enjoyed the support o f  the 
Grange and the A llia n c e . He la te r  sa id  th a t he owed h is  e le c tio n  to  
the fa rm ers.8 Yet th is  support had been eroded by 1892 because o f  
c o n f l ic ts  w ith  the A llia n c e . The I n i t i a l  c o n f l ic t  came as a re s u lt  
o f  Hogg's re fu sa l to  Include an A llia n c e  backed sub-treasury plank 
1n the 1890 Democratic p la tfo rm . The A llia n ce  f in a l l y  broke w ith  him 
over h is  re fu sa l to  appo in t one o f th e ir  members o f the Railroad 
Commission. He received a re s o lu tio n  from the executive conrnittee 
o f  the A llia n c e  which Included a "demand" th a t he appoint S. D. A.
Duncan, a Tarrant county farmer.** In response to  th is  Hogg sta ted  
th a t he was "no t obeying demands these days, except when they come 
through the formal method p f Democratic p la tfo rm s ."10 This re je c tio n
?Ra1nes, 7.
8Pallas Morning News. October 12, 1892.
^Austin  Statesman. A p r il 25, 1891.
10L e tte r from Hogg to  R. S. Kimbrough, A p r il 30, 1891, Governor's 
L e tte r Press.
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o f  Ouncan was fu r th e r  comp!leated by Hogg's appointment o f  John 
Reagan, a Granger who m istrusted  the A llia n c e  and th e ir  th ir d  pa rty  
ideas and who had advised Hogg aga inst the sub-treasury q u e s tio n .11 
The A llia n c e  f e l t  Reagan's appointment was poor payment fo r  th e ir  
support o f  Hogg 1n 1890, and the c o n f l ic t  d e f in i te ly  a ffe c te d  the 
Governor's re p u ta tio n  p a r t ic u la r ly  among ra d ica l a g r ic u ltu ra l is ts .
The o ld  Grangers, however, remained staunch supporters o f  Hogg and 
h is  cause.
The appointment o f  Hogg's fr ie n d  and former campaign manager, 
Horace C h ilto n , to  f i l l  John Reagan's unexpired term in  the United 
States Senate a lso  drew c r it ic is m .  Hogg was accused o f  appo in ting 
C h ilton  simply because he was a personal f r ie n d . The c r i t i c s .  Ignoring 
the man's q u a l if ic a t io n s ,  decried h is  youth. A c tu a lly  they objected 
to  the fa c t  th a t he was not a member o f  the o ld e r element o f  the 
Democratic pa rty  made up o f  ex-Confederates, o r as C lark c a lle d  them, 
"the  o ld  guard ."12 Because o f the controversy and the harm I t  caused 
the Governor, C h ilton  withdrew h is  name from cons idera tion  during  the 
se n a to ria l e le c tio n  by the le g is la tu re  In  January o f  1892. Roger Q, 
M il ls  was then e lected  to  the Senate. Cotner, Hogg's b iographer, 
s ta ted  th a t
C h ilto n , understanding the great Issues th a t would be a t stake 
in  the November e le c tio n  o f  1892, had decided not to  r is k  g iv in g  
a id  and com fort to  C la rk 's  reac tiona ry  forces by pro longing 
the . . . con test. C h ilto n 's  abnegation proved more than h e lp fu l
11 John Reagan to  Hogg, November 16, 1390, A tto rney General's 
L e tte rs  Received.
^ Dallas Morning News, February 28, 1892.
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to  h is  fr ie n d  J1m Hogg; from the moment M il ls  was chosen senator, 
the forces o f  reform  r a l l ie d  and drew c lo se r to  the G overnor.'3
Another fa c to r  a f fe c t in g  Hogg's rep u ta tion  was the farm ers' 
Increased disenchantment w ith  the Democratic pa rty  as a means o f  so lv ing  
th e ir  problems. Because o f  the " b i t t e r  mood brought on by drought, 
depression and the long dec line  1n farm p r ic e s , '^ 4 a growing number 
o f  farmers were a lig n in g  themselves w ith  the P opu lis t cause.
Since the audience a t W ills  Point was made up predominantly 
o f  farm ers, ranchers, and people from small towns dependent upon a g r i­
c u ltu re , these vo te rs ' view o f  the speaker would be colored to  some 
degree by h is  re la t io n s  w ith  the Grange and the A llia n c e .
E th ica l Proof W ith in  the W ills  Point Speech
This section  w i l l  analyze the e th ic a l p roo f used by Hogg 1n 
h is  W ills  P o in t speech by examining the co n s titu e n t elements o f 
cha rac te r, sa g a c ity , and good w i l l .
Character
Hogg d ire c te d  a tte n tio n  to  h is  characte r by (1) demonstrating 
th a t he and h is  cause were v ir tu o u s , (2) demonstrating th a t h is  oppo­
nents and th e ir  cause lacked v ir tu e ,  and (3) m inim izing any unfavorable 
Impressions o f  h im se lf.
13Cotner, B iography. 282. 
14lb 1 d .. 260.
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Hogg demonstrated th a t he was a man o f  good cha racte r by 
defending h is  re p u ta tio n , by c a ll in g  fo r  a clean campaign, by s tress in g  
h is  devotion to  duty and h is  devotion to  the Democratic p a r ty . He 
had been attacked by the press, and a t  W ills  P o in t he defended h is  
re p u ta tio n .
For some reason, no t on ly  my p u b lic  record fo r  many years has 
been under in v e s t ig a t io n , but my p r iv a te  conduct and dealings 
from the crad le  u n t i l  th is  day have been s if te d  by de tec tives  
and sp ies. To a l l  o f  th is  I en te r no demurrer. To i t  a l l  I 
y ie ld  f u l l  assent, and challenge the espionage to  go on. They 
have copied the judgments I rendered w h ile  ju s t ic e  o f  the peace 
nearly  twenty years ago; examined the cou rt records made during 
my term as county a tto rn e y  o f  Wood county; Inspected the cou rt 
docket and records made w h ile  I  was d i s t r i c t  a tto rn e y ; gone through 
a ll the records a t A ustin  made during  my fo u r years as A tto rney 
General; and a t la s t  they have taken copies o f  vouchers approved 
by me w h ile  Governor, to  f in d  something on which to  hang the 
hopes o f  a desperate campaign. Not s a t is f ie d  w ith  th is ,  detec­
t iv e s  have v is i te d  the playgrounds o f  my boyhood; gone to  the 
pathway o f  my you th , and 'nosed* around the soc ia l and business 
c ir c le s  o f  my manhood to  f in d  an Item to  g r a t i f y  th e ir  hopes 
o f  personal d e s tru c tio n .
S tressing the a b i l i t y  o f  h is  conduct to  w ithstand close s c ru t in y ,
Hogg emphasized h is  personal In te g r i ty :
My fr ie n d s  have warned me to  look ou t. In re p ly  I have always 
to ld  them, as I now say to  the people o f  Texas, th a t I n e ith e r 
shun o r dread the l ig h t  o f t r u th  shed on my p r iv a te  l i f e  and 
p u b lic  record.
Secondly, Hogg attempted to  b o ls te r  h is  ethos by reference to
the high e th ic a l standards governing h is  campaign. In the In tro d u c tio n
o f the speech Hogg pledged th a t h is  campaign would be one o f  issues
and not s lander. Describ ing h is  campaign p lans, he sa id ,
For the honor o f  my na tive  S ta te , fo r  the  respect due to  the 
o f f ic e  I  ho ld , ou t o f  regard fo r  the unblemished record o f  the 
Democratic p a rty , I sh a ll avoid p e rs o n a lit ie s  1n th is  campaign, 
and w i l l ,  under a l l  circumstances, attem pt to  draw a tte n tio n  
to  l iv e  Issues th a t should be s e tt le d  In  the exerc ise  o f  wisdom,
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unshaken by appeals to  passion o r p re ju d ice . N e ithe r slander 
nor v itu p e ra tio n  s h a ll escape my U p s , fo r  the s p i r i t  o f  v io ­
lence has no place 1n my heart o r fe e lin g s .
T h ird ly ,  a t W ills  P o in t as a t Rusk, Hogg presented h im se lf 
as a man o f  good characte r by recounting h is  devotion to  du ty. In 
review o f h is  tenure as a tto rn ey  genera l, he s ta ted  th a t he " I n s t i ­
tu te d  a se ries  o f  ac tions  to  compel those corporate crea tures to  
obey the demands o f our C o n s titu tio n  and law s." Then l i s t in g  and 
e xp la in ing  the three major s u its  brought du ring  h is  term o f  o f f ic e ,  
he began each o f these d iscussions by In d ic a tin g  th a t the C o n s titu tio n  
requ ired  such ac tions  and concluded by s ta t in g  th a t 1n each case he
had done h is  duty and "obeyed the C o n s titu t io n ."
According to  Hogg, the Democratic p la tfo rm  was the peop le 's
In s tru c tio n s  to  I ts  o f f ic e r s .  He claimed th a t he had f u l f i l l e d  h is
t r u s t  to  the people.
In a l l  respects I have obeyed the  demands o f  the people 
expressed through th e ir  p la tfo rm  as they app lied  to  my 
o f f i c ia l  d u tie s . I ca rry  the p la tfo rm  1n my pocket, and 
am never w ith o u t 1 t. I t  1s w e ll In  these times o f p o l i ­
t ic a l  a g ita t io n  fo r  a l l  gentlemen owing obedience to  our 
grand p a rty  to  re tu rn  to  th a t document now and then and 
read I t .  Here 1 t 1s. I f  you have not one, 1s 1s w e ll to  
c l ip  1 t ou t o f  your county paper and ca rry  1 t w ith  you.
Examine I t  and te s t  those who ask you votes by 1 t, I t
was solemnly adopted, and I defy any one to  show where I
have v io la te d  a s in g le  sentim ent o r p r in c ip le  In  1 t.
He supported th is  c la im  by enumerating the f iv e  s ta te  planks 1n the
1890 Democratic p la tfo rm  and e xp la in in g  what he had done w ith  respect
to  them. Each plank ca lle d  fo r  the passage o f  a law; Hogg explained
th a t fo u r o f  the laws had been enacted. The remaining plank demanded
a corporate land law. He s ta ted  th a t he had requested the passage
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o f  such a law In  h is  message to  the re g u la r session o f the le g is la ­
tu re  and the specia l session; however, I t  had not been passed. In 
a d d itio n  to  the Items 1n the p la tfo rm  Hogg l is te d  "many wholesome, 
e ff ic a c io u s  a c ts " which were a p a rt o f  h is  record as governor.
Hogg promised h is  lis te n e rs  th a t 1 f re -e le c te d  he would con­
tin u e  to  be a man dedicated to  du ty . He would "obey the C o n s titu tio n , 
adhere to  ca rry in g  ou t the In s tru c tio n s  o f  the people expressed through 
th e ir  p la tfo rm , and see th a t the laws are f a i t h f u l ly  executed."
As a member o f  the Democratic pa rty  and the s ta te 's  Democratic 
governor, Hogg re in fo rce d  h is  Image as a man o f  p r in c ip le  by p ra is in g  
the Democratic p a rty .
For many years the a f fa ir s  o f  our S tate have been managed by 
Democrats upon the p r in c ip le  o f  equal r ig h ts  to  a l l ,  specia l 
p r iv ile g e s  to  none. The people have been guaranteed and have 
a simple form o f  government, and th e ir  l iv e s ,  l ib e r t ie s  and 
property are pro tected under the C o n s titu tio n . Under Democratic 
o f f ic e rs  they are taxed less than any people on e a rth , . . .
Texas Is  today a l iv in g  example o f  what the Democracy can and 
w i l l  do In  fu rtherance o f  sound p r in c ip le s  when common ju s t ic e  
and the power o f the people place our great pa rty  1n complete 
c o n tro l.
Hogg fu r th e r  enhanced h is  image by p ra is in g  h is  cause. P o in ting  
out th a t "the  people declared fo r  'an e f fe c t iv e  ra ilw a y  commission"’ 
and th a t the Commission was "the  leading Issue 1n th is  campaign," 
he claimed he was defending the w i l l  o f  the people.
The second method used by Hogg to  demonstrate th a t he was a 
man o f  good character was to  a tta ck  the cha racte r o f  h is  opponents 
and th e ir  cause. He accused h is  opponents o f  "being content to  shower 
scowls, frowns and sharp In s in u a tio n s , In te rm ing led  w ith  slim e and 
s la nd e r"; "attempts to  dodge and to  deceive the people"; being
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"enemies o f ra ilw a y  le g is la t io n ” ; "undemocratic” ; and v io la te r  o f  the
law. In h is  conclusion he attacked the ra ilro a d  o ra to rs  and the
press by saying,
In e f fo r ts  to  overthrow the peoples w i l l ,  corporate agents and 
newspapers have gone beyond the l im its  o f  the S tate and m isrep­
resented and w i l f u l l y  maligned the honor and In te g r i ty  o f  the 
masses, c a l l in g  Texans re p ud la to rs , a n a rch is ts ! I t  1s c o n fid e n tly  
tru s te d  th a t a t no tim e may the In te llig e n c e , s t a b i l i t y  o r p a t r i ­
otism  o f the people be shaken o r swayed by such unholy methods, 
o r by the a r t fu l  schemes o r reck less , v itu p e ra tiv e  denunciations 
o f  those who b a t t le  aga inst p u b lic  In te re s ts  fo r  p r iv a te  advantage, 
seeking co n tro l o f  S tate a f fa ir s
In order to  minimize any unfavorable Impressions which h is  
audience might hold Kogg l is te d  th ir te e n  accusations aga inst h is  
ad m in is tra tio n  and answered each. The fo llo w in g  ch a rt represents
the charges aga inst him and h is  responses:
Charges aga inst Hogg Hogg's answer
1. Sectional 1n appointments O ffic e rs  e q u ita b ly  d is tr ib u te d
2. Appointed dozens from Smith 
County and T y le r
Appointed one man from there 
(C h ilto n )
3. Would not appoint enemies None applied
4. Created 200 new s ta te  o ff ic e s Created on ly  10
5. Appointed k in  to  s ta te  jobs Not one
6. No ex-Confederates appointed Appointed 19 ex-Confederates 
and 8 sons o f  ex-Confederates
7. A dm in is tra tion  extravagant Taxes reduced 25%
8. A dm in is tra tion  caused depression S tarted long before
9. Caused low p rice  o f co tton Cotton has high 1n Texas as any 
o ther s ta te
10. Money scarce 1n Texas Banks have money to  loan on good
s e c u r ity
222
11. Cheap money d riven  from Texas P lenty a t low In te re s t
12. Factories  closed 10 new fa c to r ie s  opened fo r
each one closed
13. People s ta rv in g  1n Texas NEVER!
Sagacity
The W ills  P o in t speech was designed fo r  two audiences, the 
Immediate lis te n e rs  and prospective  voters across the s ta te  who would 
read the p rin te d  copies o f  the address. Hogg was faced w ith  fo rm id ­
able oppos ition  from the press and the la rge  corpora tions who feared 
the consequences o f  s ta te  re g u la tio n . Therefore , because o f  the wide 
c ir c u la t io n  o f  the speech and the strong oppos ition  to  h is  programs, 
Hogg was forced to  be concerned about the in te l le c tu a l In te g r ity  o f 
h is  Ideas and data.
Hogg demonstrated th is  concern w ith  numerous a llu s io n s  to  l in k  
h is  campaign w ith  the t ru th .  He said, "My hope has been th a t we would 
have square Issues 1n th is  campaign, w ith ou t any attempts to  dodge 
o r  deceive the peop le ," I t  may be concluded th a t because o f  the 
preponderance o f  supportive  m ate ria l 1n th is  speech the audience 
could draw the conclusion th a t Hogg was a man o f  In te l le c tu a l In te ­
g r i t y .
In  using da ta , Hogg also Included statements to  emphasize 
h is  sagac ity . For example, to  demonstrate th a t ra ilro a d  ra tes had 
been lowered he s ta te d , "The ra tes  here given are a u th e n tic , and can 
be app lied  w ith  su b s ta n tia l accuracy to  a l l  po in ts  1n the s ta te ."
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In  Hogg's Ind ictm ent o f  the towns and c i t ie s  fo r  Issu ing
m unicipal bonds In excess o f  th e ir  a b i l i t y  to  pay to  the exten t th a t
they were 1n d e fa u lt o f  th e ir  payments, he showed two l i s t s  to  the
audience o f those m u n ic ip a lit ie s  In  d e fa u lt .  He expla ined th a t
Here 1n my hand 1s a 11st o f  eleven counties and towns now 1n 
d e fa u lt on th e ir  bonds held by one non-resident f irm . Here 
1s another lo t  th a t have been defeated 1n co u rt because they 
were im properly issued. What Is  the re s u lt?  Bonds th a t are 
le g a lly  Issued must share susp ic ion and consequent loss .
In d ire c t ly ,  Hogg's use o f  e f fe c t iv e  rh e to r ic a l p rac tices  
provided fu r th e r  evidence o f  h is  sagac ity . The c le a r statement o f 
h is  fo u r major p o in ts , the abundance o f  data used to  support h is 
Ideas, h is  reasoning and exp lana tion , and h is  a b i l i t y  to  Id e n t ify  and 
re fu te  opposing arguments probably aided in  e s ta b lish in g  h is  sagac ity . 
These Im p lica tio n s  were obvious; and, no doubt, h is  lis te n e rs  were 
cognizant o f  them and were Impressed*
Good W ill
A t W ills  P o in t Hogg revealed h is  good w i l l  through (1) the 
pra ise  o f  h is  audience, (2) h is  Id e n t if ic a t io n  w ith  h is  hearers, and
(3) h is  pledge to  them as a messenger o f  t r u th .
Hogg praised h is  audience fo r  t h e ir  " In te ll ig e n c e ,"  " s t a b i l i t y , "  
"p a tr io t is m ,"  " fa irn e s s ,"  and " l ib e r a l i t y . "  In a general sense he 
complimented h is  hearers by the ca re fu l d iscussion o f  Issues. He 
sa id , "Let tru th s  be to ld ,  fa c ts  produced, reason appealed to ,  and the 
sovereign voters w i l l  render a ju s t  v e rd ic t fo r  Texas.
In the In tro d u c tio n  o f the speech Hogg Id e n t if ie d  w ith  h is  
audience by asse rting  th a t i t  was "always re fre sh in g  to  an o f f ic e r
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who knows he has done h is  duty to  meet those from whom he received 
h is  t r u s t .  I am glad once more to  stand face to  face w ith  the peop le ." 
He recognized the "thousands o f people" from W ills  Point and the 
surrounding area as h is  "11 fe-long ne ighbo rs ," "those who have known 
me from ch ildhood ," and "a constituency who have never fa i le d  to  
encourage rny a sp ira tio n s  fo r  pu b lic  honors."
He a lso  Id e n t if ie d  w ith  h is  audience through s p e c if ic  re fe r ­
ences to  the environs o f W ills  Point fa m il ia r  to  h is  l is te n e rs .  One 
such reference to  fa m il ia r  th ings was the example o f  the excursion 
fares from W ills  Point to  D a llas. Since many o f  the audience were 
res idents o f  small communities and farmers and since Dallas was the 
nearest c i t y ,  I t  1s conceivable th a t the excursion t r i p  to  Dallas 
was a fa m il ia r  experience to  many o f  the audience.
Another reference was Hogg's a llu s io n  to  " th is  grand highway 
running 1n f ro n t  o f  u s ," meaning the Texas and P a c if ic  ra ilro a d .
Since the speech was de live red  in  a grove less than a m ile  from the 
tra c k s , the Texas and P a c if ic  depot was w ith in  view o f the audience. 
Hogg discussed the amount o f  watered stock and bonds on th a t p a r t i ­
c u la r ra ilro a d . Again, many o f the people 1n the audience had come 
to  W ills  Point th a t morning on the T&P. Hogg concluded h is  d iscussion 
w ith  the question , "Are the people able to  pay th a t debt?" This 
question, to  people who had ju s t  ridden th a t l in e  and would probably 
re tu rn  on I t *  was an e ffe c t iv e  device.
Defending the work o f the Commission, Hogg re fe rre d  to  the 
fa c t  th a t ra tes were lower as a re s u lt  o f  I t s  work. Many o f the
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ra tes and commodities discussed were from W ills  Point to  various places 
1n the s ta te . This reference Id e n t if ie d  the speaker w ith  h is  audience 
since both were concerned about ra tes  from th a t area and aided 1n demon 
s t ra t ln g  the speaker's good w i l l .
Numerous references were made by Hogg to  th ings  fa m il ia r  to  
a g r ic u ltu ra l is ts  o r  res iden ts  o f  small communities, in c lu d in g  the 
cotton example, the drayman example, and the comparison o f  a g r ic u l­
tu ra l products and shipping ra tes before and a f te r  the Commission.
Thus Hogg revealed his good w i l l  by h is  Id e n t if ic a t io n  w ith  h is  
l is te n e rs  and th e ir  problems.
Hogg fu r th e r  enhanced h is  good w i l l  by the demonstration th a t 
he was a messenger o f  t r u th .  He pledged th a t h is  campaign would be 
one o f  " l iv e  Issues . . . s e tt le d  1n the exerc ise o f  wisdom, . . . 
a d iscussion o f p r in c ip le s "  ra th e r than one o f  "pass ion ," "p re ju d ic e ,"  
o r "s la n d e r."  In reference to  h is  past record he Ind ica ted  th a t the 
people had the r ig h t  to  the " l ig h t  o f  t r u th . "  He claimed th a t " I t  
1s but decent fo r  the people to  demand th a t $11 me and slander sha ll 
not be o ffe re d  as su b s titu te s  fo r  t ru th  and p ro o f."
Emotional Proof
Hogg supported h is theme w ith  emotional appeals to  ju s t ic e ,  
p r id e , g ra titu d e , fe a r, anger, and p a tr io tis m .
Jus tice
Hogg supported h is  contention th a t the Corrmlsslon was advan­
tageous to  the people w ith  an appeal to  th e ir  sense o f ju s t ic e .
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According to  Hogg, the Commission was the on ly  way th a t the people 
could ob ta in  ju s t ic e .  In d ic a tin g  th a t p r io r  to  the Commission the 
ra ilro a d  leaders were not concerned w ith  ju s t ic e  to  the people, he 
noted th a t “ the question o f ju s t ic e ,  reasonableness o f ra tes and 
encouragement o f  our fa c to r ie s  never entered th e ir  minds. The re s u lt  
was th a t no In d u s tr ie s  1n the S tate except those la rg e ly  c o n tro lle d  
o r owned by the ra ilw a y  o f f ic ia ls  ever prospered." Hogg continued 
th is  appeal by p o in tin g  out the reduced ra tes as the re s u lt  o f  the 
work o f  the Comnlsslon, arguing th a t these reduced ra tes perm itted 
ju s t ic e  to  be done to  the people 1n order fo r  th e ir  business e n te r­
prises to  prosper to  the l im its  o f  the p ro p r ie to rs ' In d iv id u a l ta le n ts  
and energy.
A c o ro lla ry  to  the appeal fo r  ju s t ic e  to  the people was th a t 
the Commission would a lso deal ju s t ly  w ith  the ra ilw ays as w e ll.
Hogg claimed th a t although the ra tes were reduced, ju s t ic e  was served 
by keeping them high enough fo r  the ra ilw ays to  rece ive  a reasonable 
re tu rn . He expla ined th a t " i t  1s a fa c t o f  H fe "  th a t the ra ilw ays 
must make money to  be ab le to  s tay 1n business and th a t the ra tes 
were se t a t a le ve l to  provide fo r  the f in a n c ia l s e c u r ity  o f  the r a i l ­
roads.
This appeal to  ju s t ic e  fo r  the  people and the ra ilw a y  c o m p a n ie s  
was a lso used 1n the Rusk speech and was apparently designed to  counter 
the argument by the ra ilro a d  o ra to rs  th a t reduced ra tes  were u n fa ir  
and d isc rim in a to ry  aga inst the ra ilro a d s . Hogg demonstrated th a t 
the Comnlsslon was ju s t  to  a l l  p a rtie s  concerned.
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Pride
In the W ills  Po int speech Hogg appealed to  h is  audience's
sense o f p ride  in  th e ir  s ta te . To counter the asse rtion  th a t any
form o f  re g u la tio n  was a na tiona l re s p o n s ib il i ty ,  he Invoked h is
l is te n e rs ’ p ride  in  th e ir  s ta te  by asse rting  th a t Texas was able to
take care o f her own problems. According to  Hogg,
Texas is  capable and w i l l  manage her own a f fa i r s ,  w ith  ju s t ic e  
to  her own c it iz e n s  and fa irn e ss  and l ib e r a l i t y  toward persons 
o f  o the r c o u n tr ie s , 1n the f u l l  assurance th a t time w i l l  co rre c t 
wrong Im pressions, a l la y  i l l  fe e lin g s , and demonstrate to  the 
w orld  th a t the  in te re s t o f  the masses Is con s is ten t w ith  u n i­
versal p ro s p e r ity , on ly to  be destroyed when sound p r in c ip le s  
o f  government are subverted o r  changed to  g r a t i f y  the avarice  
and whims o f  despo ile rs  o f  p r iv a te  r ig h ts  and enemies o f  p u b lic  
ju s t ic e .
By p ra is in g  the s ize  and power o f  the s ta te , Hogg a lso  appealed to  
s ta te  p rid e  re fe r r in g  to  "a g re a t, growing s ta te  l ik e  Texas, equal 
In  t e r r i t o r y  to  New York, Massachusetts and ten o ther s ta te s  o f  th is  
Union, w ith  vast and va ried  resources fa m il ia r  to  you a l l . "
G ra titude
The P opu lis ts  who had re c e n tly  l e f t  the Democratic p a rty  presented 
form idable oppos ition  to  Hogg. Through an appeal to  g ra titu d e  to  the 
pa rty  thus the speaker attem pted, 1n h is  words, to  b ring  "the  m is­
informed back in to  the f o ld . "  By l i s t in g  b e n e fits  the Democratic p a rty  
had brought to  the  people he attempted to  arouse deep seated fe e lin g s  
fo r  the "p a rty  o f  the people" when he sa id ,
For many years the a f fa ir s  o f  our s ta te  have been managed by 
Democrats upon the p r in c ip le  o f  equal r ig h ts  to  a l l ,  specia l 
p r iv ile g e s  to  none. The people have been guaranteed and now 
have a simple form o f  government, and th e ir  l iv e s ,  l ib e r t ie s
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and p rope rty  are pro tected  under the C o n s titu tio n . Under Demo­
c ra t ic  o f f ic e rs  they are taxed less than any people on e a rth . 
P ub lic  a f fa ir s  have been adm inistered from the l ig h te s t  ta x a tio n  
co n s is te n t w ith  human happiness, u n t i l  now many people pay no 
taxes a t  a l l ,  w h ile  thousands o f  o thers 1n prosperous co n d itio n  
pay bu t l i t t l e  o r noth ing as a balance to  the S ta te . . . . Texas 
1s today a l iv in g  example o f  what the Democracy can and w i l l  
do In  furtherance o f  sound p r in c ip le s  when convnon ju s t ic e  and 
power o f  the people place our g rea t pa rty  1n complete c o n tro l.
Hogg a lso employed an appeal to  g ra titu d e  In  support o f  the 
Commission by saying th a t "the  Railway Commission o f  Texas has taken 
the  lead o f  a l l  o thers 1n the United S ta te s ."  He fu r th e r  in d ica ted  
g ra titu d e  fo r  the work o f  the Commission and attempted to  generate 
th a t fe e lin g  1n the minds o f  h is  l is te n e rs ,  p o in tin g  ou t th a t the 
people o f  Texas had saved a t le a s t $1,000,000 because o f  lower sh ipp ing 
ra tes  on co tton .
The Commission had been opposed from i t s  very In ce p tio n . Hogg
appealed to  g ra titu d e  fo r  I ts  accomplishments by saying.
I t  organized 1n June and began i t s  p re lim in a ry  preparations 
fo r  the execution o f  I t s  d u tie s . From th a t day to  the present 
tim e 1t has met w ith  every o b s tru c tio n  the power, the Ing en u ity , 
and the s u b tle ty  th a t  s k i l le d  opponents, expe rts , and astu te  
t r a f f i c  managers could poss ib ly  place 1n I t s  way.
This appeal was supported w ith  a lengthy l i s t  o f  the  Commission's
accomplishments.
Fear
To support h is  th e s is  th a t the people and not the la rge  co r­
pora tions should c o n tro l,  Hogg appealed to  fe a r 1n th ree  d if fe re n t  
arguments. Each o f  these examples p o rtra y  v iv id ly  the corpora tions 
and th e ir  power as a source o f danger to  the people.
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Hogg appealed to  fe a r to  support h is  ra t io n a le  fo r  advocating
an appointed commission ra th e r than an e lected  one. He asserted,
Add the Comnlssloners to  the f ig h t ,  and the ra ilw ays would be 
the most a c tive  fa c to rs  1n p o l i t ic s .  Mark my words fo r  I t ,  they 
would get some. I f  not a l l  t h e ir  fa v o r ite s  on the Commission. 
Corporations are too powerful and form idab le when moving 1n 
s o lid  phalanx to  be re s is te d  except by the concentrated power 
o f  the people. Let the people d iv id e  and the ra ilro a d s  would w in.
Secondly, Hogg Ind ica ted  th a t the la rge  corpora tions should 
be feared because th e ir  p ra c tic e  o f  buying up la rge  blocks o f  a g r i­
c u ltu ra l land fo r  specu la tive  purposes, making cheap land unobtainable 
fo r  s e t t le rs  was thereby exacerbating the tenant farm er and absentee 
ownership problems 1n Texas. He asserted th a t Texas would become as 
England and Ire la nd  where fanners must pay fo r  "the  f r u i t  o f th e ir  
labors . . .  to  absentee land lo rds fo r  the p r iv ile g e  o f  dying on th e ir  
s o i l . "
The th ir d  appeal to  fe a r  o f  the la rge  corpora tions was 1n 
support o f  the stock and bond law. Hogg expla ined th a t a con tro l 
must be placed on the Issuance o f  watered stock and bonds. He asked, 
"Suppose the people d r i f t  along as they have 1n the past ten years , 
p e rm ittin g  the accumulation o f these f ic t i t io u s  debts, and the Su­
preme Court should f in a l l y  hold th a t the t r a f f i c  ra tes must be high 
enough to  pay In te re s t on them, what w i l l  become o f ourselves and 
p o s te r ity ? "
Anger
Hogg appealed to  anger 1n support o f  two arguments. This appeal 
was p a r t ic u la r ly  s ig n if ic a n t  to  the audience o f  farmers and ranchers.
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These groups had reason to  be angry and were e a s ily  persuaded th a t 
the monied in te re s ts  were the source o f th e ir  problems. According to  
Fehrenbach, "When the fanner became Inc re as ing ly  anguished, h is  
a tte n tio n  was in c re a s in g ly  drawn to  the fa c t th a t the agents, I f  not 
the au tho rs , o f  h is  misery were corporate land companies, ra ilro a d s ,
15and banks. His susp ic ion was c e rta in  and h is  h o s t i l i t y  In e v ita b le ."
Hogg used th is  h o s t i l i t y  1n support o f  h is  argument th a t
reduced ra tes would be advantageous to  the people. U t i l iz in g  loaded
words to  Invoke anger, he sa id ,
I t  1s tru e  the ra ilw a y  o f f ic ia ls  and th e ir  representa tives 
grumble, and are always ready w ith  fa c ts  and f ig u re s  to  show 
d is tre s s . Some people have been making fortunes fa s t by 
nys te rlous  methods, and 1 f they are the ones whose resources 
have been checked by prevention o f rebates, then the p u b lic  
can w e ll stand th e ir  lam entation and disappointment. You may 
expect the favored few, enriched a t the expense o f the many 
by rebates and specia l ra te s , to  denounce ra ilro a d  re g u la tio n .
In defense o f h is  appointment o f  John H. Reagan as Chairman
o f  the Comnlsslon, Hogg again appealed to  anger by question ing how
aqy proper c it iz e n  1n Texas would o b je c t to  the "great conrnoner.1
Again using em otiona lly  charged words, he described the a ttacks
by ra lroad  o ra to rs  aga inst Reagan.
Malice n e s tlin g  1n the bosom o f envy; s p ite  lu rk in g  in  the 
heart o f  je a lo u sy ; hate ra n k lin g  1n the soul o f  d isap po in t­
ment, f in d  the tongue o f  s lander a convenient to o l by which 
to  lap the cankerous slime o f  falsehood and send I t  fo r th  
to  s ta in  the character o f  th is  honest man.
^Fehrenbach, 616.
231
P a trio tism
Hogg appealed to  p a tr io tis m  through h is  a llu s io n  to  the b a tt le  
o f  San Jac in to . Although h is  reference to  the event was understated, 
i t  aided h is  emotional appeal when the events o f  the day are concerned.
The speech a t W ills  Point was given on the 56th anniversary 
o f  the B a ttle  o f  San Ja c in to , the b a tt le  th a t won Texas Independence 
from Mexico. This day o rd in a r i ly  was a fe s t iv e  and p a t r io t ic  occasion 
In  I t s e l f .  Senator J. G. Kearby o f  Van Zandt county, who introduced 
the Governor, concluded h is  In tro d u c tio n  by comparing the b a t t le  
between the Texan and Mexican armies to  the b a tt le  between the people 
and corporate power. He urged the lis te n e rs  to  "Cry not as Houston's 
men when they shouted aloud: 'Remember the Alamo:' 'Remember G o lia d .'
But le t  ours be: 'Remember and guard our ra ilro a d  com m ission.'"
Kearby then re fe rre d  to  Hogg as the leader 1n th is  b a tt le  s im ila r  
to  Houston In  the b a tt le  o f  San Jac in to .
This in tro d u c tio n  refreshed and enforced the p a t r io t ic  memory 
o f  the Texas b a t t le ,  and Hogg re fe rre d  to  I t  d i r e c t ly  1n h is  pero­
ra t io n . He concluded h is  speech by saying.
With confidence 1n the In te llig e n c e , v ir tu e  and p a tr io tis m  
o f  the masses, I am sure they can not m istake, nor w i l l  
they dodge the  Issue now before them. While we re jo ic e  over 
the l ib e r t ie s  o f  the people won a t San Jac in to  by s o ld ie r ly  
prowess, 1 t 1s w ell fo r  us to  pledge ourselves to  the cause 
began two years ago, renewed today, and f in a l l y  to  be won by 
untramnelled b a llo ts  1n August and November, g iv in g  freedom to  
the masses now and fo re ve r from corporate power.
Probably no o ther event 1n the h is to ry  o f  Texas created more 
p a t r io t ic  fe e lin g  In  the minds o f  Texans than reference to  the
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concluding b a tt le  1n the war o f  Independence. Hogg supported h is  theme 
by U n k in g  the  b a t t le  fo r  freedom from corporate power to  the b a tt le  
fo r  freedom from oppression.
The reference to  the b a tt le  a t  San Jac in to  and the b a tt le  
fo r  the Commission was e f fe c t iv e .  The D allas Morning News reported 
th a t some o f the members o f the audience "a ffe c t io n a te ly  said th a t 
San Jac in to  day was being reconsecrated by a g rea te r man than Sam 
Houston."^®
Another o f  Hogg's appeals to  p a tr io t is m  was a defense o f h is  
appointment o f  John H. Reagan as Chairman o f the R ailroad Commission.
He pointed out th a t the "g ran t o ld  commoner" had given up the high 
post as senator 1n the United States Congress to  accept a "humbler 
post w ith  heavier work and less pay s o le ly  fo r  the good o f  the people." 
Hogg fu r th e r  expla ined th a t Reagan had been a leading advocate o f  the 
commission Idea fo r  a number o f  years and had demonstrated th is  
In te re s t by h is  ro le  In  the establishm ent o f  the In te rs ta te  Conmerce 
Comnlsslon. Regarding Reagan's dec is ion  to  accept the post as Chair­
man o f  the Texas Comnlsslon, Hogg sa id , "There has never been 1n the 
h is to ry  o f  our government an act o f  p a tr io tis m  1n c i v i l  l i f e  so 
u n se lfish  and so deeply marked w ith  love fo r  the cause o f the masses 
as th a t one grand and trium phant step o f  General Reagan.1
In d ic a tin g  th a t Reagan had been devoted to  Texas a l l  h is  
l i f e ,  Hogg re ca lle d  Reagan's re tu rn  from the war "d is fra n ch ise d ,
1Spallas Morning News, A p r il 22, 1892.
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p o v e rty -s tr ic k e n , and bowed 1n g r ie f :  to  make "h is  l iv in g  from the 
s o i l . "  Hogg continued th a t the recons truc tio n  government had o ffe re d  
the governorship to  Reagan, but he refused because he d id  not have 
"a commission from the people. . . . This a c t has been equalled on ly  
by the one he performed In  response to  the demand o f  the masses through 
th e ir  Governor when he accepted the p o s it io n  o f ra ilro a d  commissioner.
. . . He holds the t r a f f i c  scales 1n h is  hands aga inst corporate con­
se n t."
Claim ing th a t Reagan's p a tr io t is m  d id  not deserve the a tta ck  
th a t had been manifested aga inst him, Hogg s ta ted  th a t "these are 
bad times when the good name o f  th a t man can not be spared." U nk ing  
Reagan w ith  revered fig u re s  from American h is to ry ,  Hogg fu r th e r  
expla ined th a t 1 t was p a rt o f the duty o f  g reat men to  w ithstand 
abuse:
Thelmmortal Je ffe rson  f e l t  I t s  s t in g . The matchless Jackson 
was bowed in  g r ie f  from i t .  The great Washington h im se lf never 
escaped I t s  venomous touch. As Hr. Webster once sa id : 'P u b li­
ca tions more abusive or s c u rr ilo u s  never saw the l ig h t  than 
were sent fo r th  aga inst Washington and a l l  h is  leading measures. 
Personal an im osity and pa rty  outrage denounced President Washington 
not on ly  as a F e d e ra lis t, but as a Tory, a B r it is h  agent, a man 
who 1n h is  high o f f ic e  sanctioned c o rru p tio n . ' I f  those good 
men were m isrepresented, v111 f le d ,  and denounced 1n the purest 
time o f  the R epublic 's  l i f e ,  why should any one expect to  escape 
slander when s e lf-c o n s t itu te d  teachers o f  Democratic d o c trin e  
t r y  to  sh ie ld  corpora tions from lega l re s tra in t  on the plea 
o f ’ personal l ib e r t y . '
Cameron Debate
During the 1892 campaign Hogg and C lark agreed to  hold jo in t  
debates a t Cameron on May 3rd and a t Cleburne on May 4 th . This d ire c t
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c o n fro n ta tio n  between the two contenders fo r  the Democratic nomina­
t io n  was the re s u lt  o f  the excitem ent generated throughout the s ta te  
In  th is  campaign. C lark had been on the campaign t r a i l  s ince h is  
opening speech a t Weatherford on February 28; and Hogg* who had been 
speaking a l i t t l e  over a week* had spoken a t twelve separate loca ­
tio n s  p r io r  to  the meeting a t Cameron. Because o f  the In te re s t 1n 
the debates a crowd o f  6*000 to  10*000 people gathered a t Cameron.
The Fort Worth Gazette, Houston Post* and Austin  Statesman 
reported the debates; however, the Dallas Morning News and the 
Galveston D a lly  News covered them more e x te n s ive ly  since they had a 
d ire c t  te legraph hook-up from Cameron to  Dallas and Galveston. Cotner 
1n h is  c o lle c t io n  o f Hogg's addresses included a copy o f  the  Dallas 
Horning Hews account o f  Hogg's Cameron speech. Although several o f  the 
speakers' arguments are paraphrased, the account by the News is  the 
most complete, and th is  account was used In  the ana lys is  o f  the Cameron 
debate.
The meeting a t Cameron w i l l  be analyzed as rep rese n ta tive  
because: (1 ) 1 t was the f i r s t  debate* (2) i t  was covered more com­
p le te ly ,  and (3) the un ru liness o f  the supporters o f both candidates 
a t Cleburne made 1 t im possible fo r  the debaters to  be heard 1n order 
th a t th e ir  speeches might be recorded.
O rganization
The fo llo w in g  ana lys is  o f  the Cameron debate w i l l  consider
(1 ) them atic emergence, (2) method o f arrangement* (3) rh e to r ic a l 
order* and (4) audience adapta tion.
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Thematic Emergence
The theme o f  Hogg's speech a t Cameron was th a t as a tto rney  
general and as governor he had done h is  duty to  the people o f  Texas. 
This theme was s ta ted  1n each o f the major arguments ex tan t 1n th is  
speech. Devotion to  duty had been a basic p r in c ip le  throughout the 
Governor's l i f e  and was emphasized 1n th is  speech.
Method o f Arrangement
I t  was decided th a t a t Cameron C lark would speak fo r  an hour, 
Hogg would speak fo r  an hour and a h a lf ,  and C lark would have a t h i r t y  
minute re b u tta l.  Since Hogg spoke second, he chose a combination o f 
lo g ic a l and to p ic a l arrangement, re fu tin g  1n order each o f  the major 
arguments advanced by C lark and concluding w ith  three a d d itio n a l argu­
ments o f  h is  own.
R hetorica l Order
Hogg used humor to  in troduce h is  speech. C la rk 's  address 
had centered around s u its  brought w h ile  Hogg was a tto rn ey  general. 
Recognizing t h is ,  Hogg re p lie d , "The question I s ,  what is  the issue?
What 1s 1 t,  Judge Clark? I haven 't heard you say. £app1ausq] I have
lis te n e d  p a t ie n t ly  to  the eloquent gentleman, and the question s t i l l
remains unanswered. What plank is  he running on? What issue is  i t
236
he wants to  be e lected  on? Is  he running on my record as a tto rney  
general 7 [appl ause|
In  the body o f h is  address, Hogg countered C la rk 's  speech 
w ith  seven arguments. The f i r s t  fo u r were 1n d ire c t  response to  C la rk , 
and the  la s t  th ree  were a d d itio n a l Issues Hogg wanted to  d iscuss.
The arguments were (1) the M isso u ri, Kansas and Texas R a ilroad case;
(2) the East Line and Red R iver R a ilroad case; (3) the Val Verde case; 
(4) the school fund; (5) Hogg's p la tfo rm  Issues; (6) the Railroad 
Commission; and (7) Hogg's cla im  th a t C lark had no Issues.
To conclude h is  speech Hogg promised to  stand on h is  record 
and the Democratic p la tfo rm . He urged a l l  In te re s te d  voters to  a ttend 
the convention and m ainta in  th e ir  r ig h ts .
In  re p o rtin g  the debate a t Cameron the F ort Worth Gazette 
s ta ted  th a t  Governor Hogg's "p a ra lle ls  o f  Judge C la rk 's  utterances 
were c le v e r ly  used and a p p l a u d e d . O n  the o ther hand, the Dallas 
Morning News e d ito rs  c a lle d  the speeches o f  C lark and Hogg "d ishes, 
re s p e c tiv e ly , o f  In te l le c tu a l refreshment and tiresome r e i te r a t io n s . " ^
*7The Cameron debate was found 1n the Dallas Morning News,
May 4, 1892, and Cotner, Addresses. A ll subsequent quo ta tions wTthln 
th is  sec tion  are from the Cameron debate unless otherw ise Ind ica ted .
The bracketed po rtions  appear 1n the newspaper account.
18Fort Worth Gazette, May 4 , 1892.
19Pa11as Morning News, May 4, 1892.
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Audience Adaptation
The o rgan iza tion  o f  Hogg's speech e x h ib its  adaptation to  h is  
audience. The Issues the two men were d iscussing centered aroung 
complex lega l a c tio n s , and w ithou t the use o f c le a r signposts the 
l is te n e r  would e a s ily  have been confused. Hogg's e f fo r ts  through 
h is  o rgan iza tion  aided 1n m a in ta in ing  c la r i t y  1n the d iscussion by 
h is  Id e n t if ic a t io n  o f h is  opponent's arguments p r io r  to  re fu ta tio n  
o f  th a t argument.
Since the speeches 1n the debate were timed and Hogg had 
on ly  l*s hours, h is  exchanges w ith  the audience In an Inform al manner 
were not as no ticeab le  o r as s ig n if ic a n t  as 1n some o f h is  stump 
speeches. However, they ty p i f y  h is  repartee w ith  h is  audiences.
When Hogg asked, "What 1s the question? What Issue 1s 1t he 
[C la rk] wants to  be e lected on?," the audience c r ie d , "T ha t's  r ig h t . "  
This response a ffirm ed  th a t Hogg's statement was understood. Again 
the Governor asked, "Did C lark make you any promises o f what he would 
do I f  he was e lected Governor?" C ries o f "No, No" came from the au­
dience. Hogg then s ta ted  th a t he proposed to  c a l l a tte n tio n  to  some 
o f  the th in gs  he would do 1 f e lec ted . A voice from the crowd y e lle d ,  
"You never w i l l  be though." This response, obv ious ly  from a C lark 
supporte r, was answered when Hogg s a id , "You w a it t i l l  I get through 
and see .”
Climaxing h is  d iscussion o f  the Val Verde case, Hogg asked, 
"Are you prepared to  put a man 1n the Governor's c h a ir  who w i l l  a llow  
these roads to  hold lands granted fo r  s id ings?" The re s u lt  o f  th is
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question was confusion 1n the audience then shouts o f "Ho, No,1 
"Hurrah fo r  C la rk ,"  and "Turn Texas Loose." Since the audience was 
mixed 1n I ts  lo y a lt ie s ,  the responses were mixed. Hogg then exclaimed, 
" I  want to  walk h is  chalk on another th in g ;1 the audience responded 
w ith  applause. Throughout the debate the lis te n e rs  encouraged both 
speakers w ith  applause and shouts.
Early in  the speech 1n Hogg's d iscussion o f  the MKT s u it  
a f te r  re fe r r in g  to  the fa c t th a t  C lark adm itted th a t he would not 
have brought the  s u i t ,  Hogg s ta te d , " I  am not going to  abuse anybody.
I have no m alice 1n me a t a l l . "  As the audience applauded, someone 
shouted, "Go fo r  h im ," and a young man who had climbed a tre e  became 
over exc ited  as he c a lle d  out shouts o f  "Hurrah fo r  C la rk ."  The 
Governor recognized th a t w ith  a ga thering  o f thousands o f people 
w ith  opposing p o l i t ic a l  ideas fe e lin g s  were running high and responded 
by saying, "Young man, keep q u ie t. I s h a ll extend to  th is  audience 
a l l  the po liteness  due to  la d le s  and gentlemen. I presume you are 
honest and f a i r  people and I do not expect to  deal w ith  badgers."
A fte r  In d ic a tin g  th e ir  approval by t h e ir  applause, the audience 
became more subdued.
Logical Proof
In the  Cameron debate Hogg f i r s t  responded to  C la rk 's  In d ic t ­
ments aga inst him and h is  cause and then extended the defense o f h is 
p la tfo rm  not attacked by C lark. In answer to  C la rk 's  a ttacks  Hogg (1) 
defended h is  actions 1n the MKT case, (2) defended h is  ac tions  In the 
East Line case, (3) defended h is  ac tions  1n the Val Verde case, and
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(4) defended h is  ac tions  regarding the school fund. He discussed 
th ree  a d d itio n a l arguments: (1) an Ind ictm ent o f  C lark fo r  not having 
any Issues, (2) Hogg's p la tfo rm , and (3) the Railroad Comnlsslon. I t  
w i l l  be the purpose o f  th is  sec tion  to  discuss the argumentative 
development and to  analyze the lo g ic a l p roo f Hogg employed in  each o f  
these areas.
Argumentative Development
According to  a prearranged plan C lark was the opening speaker 
a t Cameron. He began h is  speech by s ta t in g  th a t "between the governor 
and n\yself there  has never been an unkind fe e lin g . "  because o f  h is  
"cons ld e ra tlo rt1 fo r  Hogg "p e rso n a lly " and the  fa c t  th a t Hogg's unc le , 
Colonel McMath, had been C la rk ’ s fr ie n d  and sup e rio r o f f ic e r  du ring  
the war. C lark lauded McMath and described the b a tt le  a t Richmond 
a t which he f e l l .
The speaker used the fo llo w in g  arguments to  a tta ck  Hogg's 
record and proposals: (1) municipal bond con troversy 1s an example
o f  c e n tra liz e d  government, (2) Hogg's incons is tency in  the MKT case,
(3 ) the solvency o f  the East Line and Red R iver R a ilroad , (4 ) the 
c la im  by Hogg o f  lands recovered In  the Val Verde case, (5) the 
"u n s e tt lin g "  o f  land t i t l e s  because o f the Val Verde case, and (6) 
Hogg's lend ing o f  the school fund to  the ra ilro a d s .
C lark Ind ica ted  th a t Hogg was "the  rep resen ta tive  o f  a govern­
ment o f  cen tra lism " a t A u s tin , w h ile  he stood fo r  "government rep re ­
sen ta tion  and ce n tra lism  1n the hearts and hands o f  the peop le ."
To prove th is  C lark d te d  Hogg's p o s it io n  on the s ta te  superv is ion
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o f  bonds Issued by c i t ie s  and counties as an example o f  c e n tra liz e d  
government and in d ica ted  th a t he be lieved the m u n ic ip a lit ie s  should 
be allowed to  "take care o f th e ir  own a f f a i r s . "
Using the same cases which Hogg had discussed a t W ills  P o in t, 
C lark then attacked Hogg's record as a tto rn ey  general. In d iscussing 
the MKT In ju n c tio n  case, C lark accused the Governor o f  having been 
In co ns is te n t In  dea ling  w ith  the ra ilro a d s . He asserted th a t as 
a tto rn ey  general Hogg had brought s u i t  aga inst the MKT to  prevent 
I t  from vo tin g  i t s  stock In  a p a ra lle l and competing l in e ,  the 
In te rn a tio n a l and Great N orthern; however, as governor, Hogg approved 
the Issuance o f  a new c h a rte r fo r  the MKT which Included two p a ra lle l 
l in e s ,  one from H ills b o ro  to  Denison and the o th e r from F ort Worth 
to  Denison. I f  the f i r s t  Instance was u n c o n s titu t io n a l,  C lark asked, 
why not the second?
In d iscuss ing the East Line and Red R iver re c e iv e rs h ip , C lark 
accused Sawnle Robertson, the Governor's close f r ie n d ,  o f  having 
p ro f ite d  f in a n c ia l ly  by having done lega l work fo r  the re ce ive rsh ip .
He a lso questioned Hogg's statement th a t the East Line was paying I t s  
debts and accumulating a surp lus under the s ta te  re c e iv e r.
C lark s ta ted  th a t Hogg claimed " to  have recovered 1,254,467 
acres by v ir tu e  o f  the dec is ion  o f the Val Verde case ," In vo lv in g  
the recovery o f land granted the ra ilro a d s  fo r  s id in g s  and sw itches.
He then l is te d  the 23 roads who had received th is  land , the amounts 
each had rece ived, and stated they had the r ig h t  to  1 t under the 
1854 land g ran t law. According to  C la rk , the re s u lt  o f  th is  case
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was the "u n s e tt lin g "  o f  land t i t l e s ,  land owned by "men, women and 
c h ild re n , m ostly homes o f  our fanners and s to ck ra lse rs  and doubtless 
g iv in g  s h e lte r  to  many widows and orphans." C lark then l is te d  35 
counties where ra ilro a d  land has been purchased by homesteaders. He 
reasoned th a t 1 f the s ta te  was successful 1n recovering the s id ings  
and switches land , the school fund would not b e n e fit  because Texas 
would "be the th e a tre  fo r  another mad rush l ik e  Oklahoma s u ffe re d ."
F in a lly ,  C lark denounced Hogg's p o lic y  o f  loaning the  school 
fund money to  the  ra ilro a d s  ra th e r than to  the  farm ers. He sa id ,
"How s h a ll we Invest th is  school fund? Loan I t  to  the good people 
o f Texas, God bless them, on th e ir  land , the best s e c u r ity  1n the 
w orld . I t  c a n 't  run away and 1 f p ro pe rly  guarded I t  cannot depre­
c ia te  1n v a lu e ."20
George C la rk 's  prim ary Ind ic tm ent o f  Hogg's record as a tto rn e y  
general which he attacked w ith  s ix  arguments seemed to  be th a t Hogg 
had "b lundered" In  h is  handling o f  the th ree  cases mentioned. This 
was the same Ind ic tm ent made In  C la rk 's  Weatherford speech. C lark 
seemed to  be cha lleng ing  Hogg to  defend h is  ac tio ns  as a tto rn ey  
general In  each o f  these cases.
Hogg developed h is  arguments by p a ra l le l in g  the defense o f  
h is  ac tio ns  to  the Ind ictm ents made aga ins t him by C lark.
20F ort Worth Gazette, May 4, 1892.
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Defense o f  Actions in  the MKT Case
In re fu ta t io n  o f  C la rk 's  a tta c k  aga ins t the M isso u ri, Kansas 
and Texas Case Hogg s ta ted  th a t I t  was u n c o n s titu tio n a l fo r  two par­
a l le l  and competing lin e s  to  be c o n tro lle d  by the same company. Hogg 
argued th a t the C o n s titu tio n  provides th a t "the A tto rney General 
sh a ll take such a c tio n  1n co u rt as Is  advisable to  prevent the r a i l ­
road companies from v io la t in g  the C o n s titu t io n ."  He expla ined th a t 
he took an oath to  uphold the C o n s titu tio n  and th a t was why he brought 
a c tio n  aga inst the MKT. Hogg d id  not respond to  C la rk 's  ind ictm ent 
th a t as governor he acted in c o n s is te n tly  when he au thorized the 
reo rga n iza tion  o f  the MKT.
Defense o f  Actions 1n the East L ine & Red R iver Case
Arguing d e d u c tiv e ly , Hogg defended h is  ac tions  1n the East 
L ine case. His opening statement was " In  the East Line Case I sim ply 
upheld the C o n s titu tio n  and th a t is  a l l . "  He then po in ted ou t how 
the East Line had taken I t s  o f f ic e s  ou t o f  the s ta te , and he forced 
them back. Other than the C o n s titu t io n , h is  ra t io n a le  fo r  th is  
a c tio n  was to  demonstrate th a t when the o f f ic e s  o f a l in e  are located 
w ith in  the  s ta te , the se rv ice  on th a t l in e  is  b e tte r  and s a fe r. In 
response to  C la rk 's  argument th a t the East Line was In  poor f in a n ­
c ia l c o n d itio n , Hogg s ta ted  th a t "The road has been placed 1n splendid 
c o n d itio n . The on ly  debt upon 1t Is  the o ld  bonds o f $7,000 a 
m ile ."
Defense o f  Actions 1n the Val Verde Case
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C lark In d ic te d  Hogg fo r  b r in g in g  a c tio n  aga inst the ra ilro a d s  
1n the Val Verde case to  recover land granted I l le g a l ly  fo r  s id ings 
and sw itches. Hogg explained th a t according to  the land law o f 1854 
land was to  be granted to  ra ilro a d s  fo r  every m ile  o f  road completed 
but no mention was made fo r  g ra n ting  a d d itio n a l land fo r  s id ings 
and sw itches. In answer to  C la rk 's  accusation th a t he had bragged 
o f  recovering over one m il l io n  acres in  the Val Verde case, Hogg 
exp la ined , "The Judge does not s ta te  the m atter r ig h t .  I wrote the 
Land Cornnlssioner and asked him the question: How much land issued
to  ra ilro a d s  fo r  s id ings  Is the s ta te  e n t it le d  to  under the decis ion  
in  th a t case?" He fu r th e r  expla ined th a t he had stated p rev ious ly  
th a t the s ta te  was e n t it le d  to  1,254,467 acres not th a t the s ta te  
had recovered the land. "This was a te s t  case. Other cases w i l l  
be necessary to  ob ta in  p a r t it io n s  and surrender o f the lands to  the 
s ta te ."
Hogg answered C la rk 's  accusation th a t the Val Verde case had 
"u n s e ttle d " land t i t l e s  by ask ing , " I f  there  1s a man in  th is  audience 
whose t i t l e  has been d is tu rbed  by th is  s u it  le t  him get up and say 
so. In a l l  iqy speeches the la s t  few weeks I  have asked the same 
question. No one has sa id  h is  t i t l e  was d is tu rb e d ."  He fu r th e r  com­
mented th a t 1 t was Jay Gould who was spreading the s to ry  concerning 
the d is tu rb in g  o f land t i t l e s .  Hogg concluded th a t in  the Val Verde 
case he had done his duty to  uphold the C o n s titu tio n .
Defense o f Actions Regarding the School Fund
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C lark had attacked Hogg fo r  lend ing money from the permanent 
school fund to  the ra ilro a d s . Hogg explained th a t the Investment 
o f  the school fund was a business tra n sa c tio n  and not an emotional 
Issue. Hogg's argument was th a t even before the war, the s ta te  had 
loaned the school fund money to  the ra ilro a d s , and 1 t had been a 
p ro f ita b le  Investment. He expla ined th a t "on th is  investment the State 
has received $3,401,375 and s t i l l  holds bonds fo r  $1,547,585 owned 
by the school fund. . . . The S tate has re a lize d  a net p r o f i t  o f 
over $3,300,000." Therefore , according to  the Governor, i t  was 
good business to  loan money to  the ra ilro a d s .
Ind ictm ent o f  C la rk 's  Lack o f Issues
Hogg considered C la rk 's  lack o f any issues upon which to  base 
h is  campaign a serious f a l l in g .  At W ills  Point Hogg had said th a t 
the re s p o n s ib il i ty  o f  a candidate was the "d iscuss ion  o f p r in c ip le s "  
and " l iv e  Issues" In  order th a t "the  sovereign vo te rs " could "render 
a ju s t  v e rd ic t  fo r  Texas."21 Since the debate a t Cameron was a con­
fro n ta tio n  between advocates o f opposing ph iloso ph ies , he expected 
Issues to  be discussed. In  the opening section  o f h is speech Hogg 
asked, "What 1s the Issue? What 1s I t ,  Judge C lark? I haven 't 
heard you say. I  have lis te n e d  p a t ie n t ly  to  the eloquent gentleman, 
and the question remains unanswered. What plank is  he running on?
21W ills  Point speech.
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What Issue 1s i t  he wants to  be e lected on? Is he running on my 
record as A tto rney General?" La ter in  the speech Hogg>ga1n asked,
"Did he make you any promises o f what he would do 1 f he was e lected 
Governor?" This Ind ictm ent denotes a d iffe re n ce  in  philosophy 
between the speakers, and w ith  the series  o f  questions Hogg ca lle d  
a tte n tio n  to  the fa c t th a t he had presented his p la tfo rm  w h ile  C lark 
had not.
Defense o f  His P la tform
A fte r  ch id ing  C lark fo r  not d iscussing the basis fo r  his 
candidacy, Hogg b r ie f ly  sta ted h is  own issues and why they would be 
o f b e n e fit to  the s ta te . " I  s h a ll favor 'th e ' commission instead 
o f 'a ' commission, I sh a ll fa vo r a law re q u ir in g  coun ties , c i t ie s  
and towns to  conform to  the laws in  issu ing  bonds, a lso  a law which 
w i l l  take the wind and water ou t o f  ra ilw a y  bonds, a lso  th a t w i l l  
l im i t  the r ig h t  o f land corpora tions to  hold and own th is  coun try , 
also re q u ir in g  these corpora tions which own land fo r  a g r ic u ltu re  
and pasturage to  s e ll out and leave the s ta te ."
Defense o f the Railroad Comnisslon
The Dallas Morning News account o f  the debate s ta ted ,
The governor here read e x tra c ts  from various speeches and in te r ­
views o f  Judge C lark about the commission, which have h ith e r to  
been given in  the News. They were published before the Commission 
amendment was adopted. The governor then stated h is  p o s it io n  on 
the Commission as to  the appo in tive  and o ther fe a tu re s , which has 
been f u l l y  p rin te d  in  the News. He went in to  the m atte r a t some 
length .
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The Railroad Commission issue was the major p o rtio n  o f  Hogg's speech; 
however, the s l ig h t  coverage given by the News was an example o f  th e ir  
oppos ition  ta c t ic s .
Interchange between Hogg and C lark
When Hogg discussed the Val Verde case, he po inted out th a t 
C lark was a tto rn ey  general when the land was granted fo r  s id ings  and 
sw itches. This im p lied th a t C lark was invo lved in  sanction ing  an 
u n co n s titu tio n a l a c t. In te rru p tin g  the Governor, C lark responded 
th a t he was not a tto rn ey  general "when any c e r t i f ic a te s  were issued 
under the act o f  1876. C e r t if ic a te s  were not issued fo r  s id ings  
when I was in  o f f ic e  except under the ac t o f  1854, which authorized 
them." Hogg resumed, "The ac t o f  1854 d id  not au tho rize  a grant 
o f  land fo r  s id in g s . I t  au thorized a grant o f  s ix teen  sections o f  
land per m ile  o f  road. I t  sa id  a road must to  rece ive land be com­
p le ted  and th a t i t  must have the necessary s id ings  and tu rn  o u ts ."
In th is  exchange Hogg forced C lark to  admit th a t he had sanctioned 
the g ran ting  o f  land under the 1854 ac t which 1n r e a l i t y  d id  not 
provide fo r  land fo r  s id ings  and sw itches. This b i t  o f d iscussion 
was ty p ic a l o f Hogg's technique in  dea ling  w ith  questions in  order 
to  make a p o in t.
Another example o f  d ire c t  interchange between the two debaters 
occurred when Hogg asked C lark 1 f he voted fo r  the R a ilroad Commission 
amendment. C lark answered, "No." Hogg then s ta te d , "Why, he says 
he is  a democrat and the democratic p la tfo rm  declared fo r  the Commissioa
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, . . He v io la te d  the democratic p la tfo rm ."  This admission th a t 
he d id  not vote fo r  the amendment came back to  haunt C lark 1n October, 
when a t Dallas Hogg s tro n g ly  denounced him as a poor Democrat.
Forms o f  Support
To support h is  con tentions Hogg re lie d  on three forms o f 
lo g ic a l p ro o f: (1) In ference from deductive p a tte rn s , (2) in ference
from s p e c if ic  Instances, and (3) in fe rence from analogy. In a d d itio n , 
e xp os ition  played a s ig n if ic a n t  ro le  in  Hogg's speech a t Cameron.
I t  w i l l  be the purpose o f  th is  sec tion  to  analyze th a t speech in  terms 
o f Hogg's use o f lo g ic a l p ro o f.
In ference from Deductive Patterns
Hogg developed the con tentions discussed 1n the preceding 
section  by the use o f  in fe rence from deductive p a tte rn s . These 
arguments may be cast In to  the fo llo w in g  ca te g o rica l sy llog ism s:
(1) Major Premise: I t  is  the duty o f the  a tto rn ey  general
to  uphold the C o n s titu tio n .
Minor Premise: I [Hogg} d id  my duty as a tto rn e y  gene ra l.
Conclusion: I [Hogg] upheld the C o n s titu tio n .
(2) Major Premise: A candidate w ith  no s ta te  issues does
not deserve the support o f  the people.
Minor Premise: George C lark is  a candidate w ith  no s ta te
issues.
Conclusion: George C lark does not deserve the support
o f  the people.
Analysis o f  these arguments reveals th e ir  s y l lo g is t ic  forms to  be 
v a lid .  The r e l ia b i l i t y  depends upon whether the premises are tru e .
The support fo r  the premises must be examined and evaluated before a 
f u l l  conclusion can be reached regarding the r e l ia b i l i t y  o f Hogg's 
lo g ic a l appeals.
Inference from S p ec ific  Instances
To support the minor premise th a t he had done his duty as 
a tto rney general, Hogg turned to  Inference from s p e c if ic  instances.
As evidence he discussed the three cases w ith  which C lark had Ind ic ted  
h is  record. Hogg generalized th a t these were Instances o f  unconsti­
tu t io n a l acts on the p a rt o f  the ra ilro a d s ; th e re fo re , as he s ta ted ,
" I  bowed to  the C o ns titu tio n  and w i l l  do i t  every tim e ."
Inferences from Analogy
In support o f  the minor premise th a t he had done h is  duty 
as a tto rney general, Hogg employed the analogy th a t i f  a ra ilro a d  
"takes land I t  1s not e n t it le d  to "  by what ru le  o f reason, law, con­
s t i tu t io n ,  o r p r in c ip le  should the s ta te  stand by and do nothing?
"The State prosecutes a Negro fo r  s te a lin g  a bushel o f  com . . . 
and now when 1t comes to  prosecuting ra ilro a d s  to  recover 87,000 
acres o f land un la w fu lly  he ld , Judge C lark says he would not have 
brought 1 t . "  This analogy proved very l i t t l e  as lo g ic a l support; 
however, fo r  exp lanation o f the p r in c ip le  I t  wes probably e ffe c ­
t iv e .
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E xposition
C la rk , as f i r s t  speaker, chose the Issues to  be discussed.
He e lected  to  In d ic t  Hogg's record as a tto rn ey  general mentioning 
cases t r ie d  fo u r years e a r l ie r .  Hogg had been re -e le c te d  a tto rn e y  
general and e lec ted  governor a f te r  the cases had been t r ie d ,  ye t 
C lark chose to  discuss them again.
Hogg appeared somewhat dismayed a t the la ck  o f cu rre n t Issues 
from C la rk . To Hogg th is  was an In fringem ent upon the people 's r ig h t  
to  know the fa c ts  1n o rder th a t they m ight come to  a ju s t  de c is ion . 
Since C lark made no promises as to  what he would do I f  e le c te d , Hogg 
had no arguments to  levy aga inst h is  programs. Hogg's on ly  response 
was the  defense o f h is  own record . His technique was to  use expo- 
s l t lo n  to  c la r i f y  h is  a c tio n s . He pointed out th a t each case was 
1n keeping w ith  the C o n s titu tio n . In  essence the re  was l i t t l e  argu­
mentation in  the speech, but Hogg saw the need fo r  c la r i f ic a t io n  
which he d id  by e xp o s itio n .
E th ica l Proof
In the  assessment o f  Hogg's e th ic a l p roo f 1n the Cameron 
debate h is  re p u ta tio n  and the e th ic a l p roo f used w ith in  the speech 
w i l l  be examined.
Reputation
The debate was a co n fro n ta tion  between candidates 1n one o f 
the most heated campaigns 1n Texas h is to ry ,  and the audience was
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d iv id ed . The re p u ta tio n  which Hogg had w ith  th is  group was a lso 
d iv id e d . To those who were h is  supporters he was a " p a t r io t " ; 22 "a 
man whose watchword [was] duty and whose guide (was] the C o n s t itu t io n " ;23 
and "a man who [had] f u l f i l l e d  h is  promises, obeyed the laws and pro­
tec ted  the people and th e ir  r ig h t s . " 24 The Hogg fo llow e rs  a t the 
debates c a rr ie d  banners and signs saying "Hogg and Cornnisston,"2®
"Hogg 1s a P rize W inner," and "We Love Hogg fo r  His G r i t . " 26
The fo llo w e rs  o f  George C lark c a rr ie d  banners o f  "No More 
One Man Power" and "Turn Texas Loose," In d ic a tin g  th e ir  Image o f  the 
Governor.2^ The Dallas Morning News 1n an e d ito r ia l  the week before 
had described Hogg's a d m in is tra tio n  as "crude, incoherent, p lung ing , 
and d is o rd e r ly  pa terna lism  and spo il1sm ."2® In  h is  campaign speeches 
C lark spent much tim e "encouraging the Immage . . . o f  01m Hogg as 
a ru s t ic  from the 'P lney Woods' o f East Texas."2^
22P a llas  Morning News, A p r il 24, 1892.
23P a llas  Morning News. A p r il 26, 1892.
24Pal1as Morning News. A p r il 24, 1892.
250a11as Morning News, May 5, 1892.
26F o rt Worth Gazette. May 5, 1892.
2^Pal1as Morning News, May 5, 1892.
23Pallas Morning News, A p r il 30, 1892.
29Cotner, Biography. 282.
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An In c id e n t a t Sherman the week before the debate 1n Cameron 
provided Hogg's c r i t ic s  w ith  a d d itio n a l evidence o f  h is  "coun try" 
behavior. During h is  speech the Governor became t h i r s t y ,  and the on ly  
glass on the rostrum was f i l l e d  w ith  flo w e rs . Upon seeing th is ,  he 
picked up the p itc h e r nearby and drank d i r e c t ly  from 1t to  the d e lig h t 
o f  h is  audience. La ter 1n the same speech Hogg discussed h is  ea ting  
h a b its .
There 1s one charge they make aga inst me th a t I plead g u i l ty  
to . When a man does wrong he ought to  'fe s s  up unless h is  
s ins are too g rea t. They have charged and have got the proof 
th a t I sometimes eat w ith  my k n ife . 1 plead g u i l t y  and 1n 
doing so w i l l  beg your pardon and say th a t I w i l l  he re a fte r 
eat w ith  a spoon.
The re p o rt o f  the occasion concludes th a t "This confession had the
desired e f fe c t- - th e  people enjoyed the humor o f  1 t and laughed, . . .
the o ld  fanners th e re , the boys from the fo rks  o f  the creek, d id n 't
o b je c t to  the o ld  fashioned democratic e t iq u e t te . " 30 While the
ru ra l lis te n e rs  enjoyed such d iscuss ions, the press used th is  as
proof th a t Hogg was too u n d ig n ifie d  to  be governor.
A t Cameron the members o f  the audience who were 1n the Hogg 
camp saw the Governor as a fr ie n d  to  the people and the champion o f 
th e ir  cause who had during h is  l i f e  1n p u b lic  o f f ic e  defended the law 
and the C o n s titu tio n  and through h is  programs a lle v ia te d  many o f  th e ir  
grievances. However, the C lark forces viewed him as a demagogue bent 
upon the d e s tru c tio n  o f  Texas.
30The Dallas Morning News, A p r il 24, 1892.
E th ica l Proof W ith in the Cameron Debate
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This section  w i l l  analyze Hogg's e th ic a l p ro o f In  h is  Cameron 
debate by examining the co n s titu e n t elements o f  ch a ra c te r, sa g a c ity , 
and good w i11.
Character
Hogg d ire c te d  a tte n tio n  to  h is  characte r by demonstrating 
th a t (1) he and h is  cause were v irtuo us  and (2) h is  opponent lacked 
v ir tu e .
Hogg v e r i f ie d  th a t he was a man o f good character by numerous 
references to  h is  performance o f  duty. He c ite d  a p ro v is io n  o f  the 
C o n s titu tio n  th a t the a tto rney  general must take "such a c tio n  as is  
advisable to  prevent ra ilro a d  companies from v io la t in g  the C onsti­
tu t io n . "  Then, in  reference to  h is  du ty , he s ta te d , " I  took an oath 
to  th a t e f fe c t  when I became A tto rney G enera l." To e s ta b lis h  fu r th e r  
th is  same Idea, he a ffirm e d , " I  bowed to  the C o n s titu tio n  and w i l l  do 
i t  every t im e ."
The F ort Worth Gazette reported th a t the Governor closed h is  
speech "by dec la ring  the Comnlsslon had done good £ l c ] ,  e u lo g iz in g  
the Commission and pledging h im se lf to  enforce the la w ."31
Hogg also demonstrated h is  characte r by p o in tin g  out th a t 
h is  opponent was not v ir tu o u s . He Ind ica ted  C la rk 's  lack o f  v ir tu e
31 F ort Worth Gazette, May 4 , 1892.
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by fo rc in g  him to  admit th a t he had not voted fo r  the commission 
amendment when 1t was a p a rt o f  the Democratic p la tfo rm  o f  1890. 
Therefore . C lark was not a lo ya l Democrat, a damaging Ind ictm ent In 
h e a v ily  Democratic Texas.
Sagacity
Hogg estab lished  th a t he was a man o f  sagacity  in  th ree
areas 1n the debate through demonstrations o f common sense, ta c t ,
and h is  f a m i l ia r i t y  w ith  Texas law.
The opening remarks by Hogg e xh ib ite d  h is  common sense.
The audience a t Cameron was la rge  and a t a feve r p itc h  o f  excitement 
generated by the co n fro n ta tio n . Hogg probably recognized th a t th is  
could have been a v o la t i le  s itu a t io n  when, a f te r  a prolonged period 
o f  shouting and cheering , he sa id , " I  apprecia te  your demonstration 
as evidence o f  your endorcement o f  me. You should not become e x c ite d ; 
go home and do your whole duty. D on't f a l l  In to  passion o r perm it 
your reason to  be obs truc ted , because when men lose th e ir  reason I t  
1s tim e fo r  p a tr io ts  to  th in k . "
Hogg a lso demonstrated h is  sagac ity  through h is  use o f ta c t .
He re fe rre d  to  C lark as "the eloquent gentleman" and always addressed 
him w ith  courtesy. The Fort Worth Gazette in  d iscussing  the fa c t  th a t 
the debates d id  not become an exchange o f  personal In s u lts  sa id , "the 
speakers re fe rre d  to  each o the r 1n the most resp ec tfu l te rm s ."32
32f o r t  Worth Gazette, May 4 , 1892.
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F in a lly ,  Hogg's sagac ity  was evidenced by h is  fa m i l ia r i t y  
w ith  Texas law. C lark adm itted th a t he had authorized land grants 
fo r  s id in gs  and switches under the Land Grant Act o f 1854. Hogg 
then po in ted out th a t the ac t d id  not au thorize  such ac tio ns . This 
c le a r ly  Ind ica ted  th a t Hogg was more fa m il ia r  w ith  the law than C lark 
and c e r ta in ly  added to  h is  e th ic a l appeal.
Good W111
Hogg aided h is  ethos by m an ifes ting  good w i l l  to  h is  audience. 
He d id  th is  through p ra ise  o f  them and Id e n t if ic a t io n  w ith  them.
The Governor pra ised h is  lis te n e rs  a f te r  s ile n c in g  a heck le r who 
had been In te r ru p t in g  h is  speech unnecessarily  when he s a id , " I  sh a ll 
extend to  th is  audience a l l  the po lite ness  due to  la d le s  and g e n tle ­
men. 1 presume you are honest and f a i r  people and I  do not expect 
to  deal w ith  badgers. (Applause?) "
In d iscussing the East L ine case Hogg Id e n t if ie d  w ith  h is  
audience by in d ic a tin g  th a t he understood th e ir  problems and th a t 
he lis te n e d  to  th e ir  advice. He s ta te d , " I  was Informed by the 
people th a t the road was not g iv in g  them se rv ice . People ta lke d  
and wrote to  me th a t they were a fra id  to  r id e  o r sh ip  goods over 
the road. I brought the s u i t . ”
The Governor a lso  Ind ica ted  h is  good w i l l  by describ ing  h is  
In te n tio n s  to  run a clean campaign in  which he would "discuss w ith  
calmness the Issues. . . .  This 1s not to  be a campaign o f p e rso n a lity  
but one o f  thought and co n s id e ra tio n ."
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T. S. Henderson, the man who Introduced Hogg a t Cameron and 
who was s i t t in g  on the speaker's p la tfo rm  during the debate, recorded 
another example o f  Hogg's good w i l l  toward the Clark forces present. 
According to  Henderson, "The L i t t le  Giant [ciarlQ rose to  close the 
debate. His vo ice , none too strong a t best, could not be heard In 
the mighty uproar. In vain d id  he appeal fo r  a hearing; Democracy's 
sons had already heard enough and were d e liv e r in g  th e ir  judgment in  
a w ild  clamor th a t could not be misunderstood. They refused to hear, 
u n t i l  the Governor raised h is b ig  hand, h is  great face a l l  aglow and 
asked them to  be q u ie t and l is te n  to  what the Judge had to  say. A fte r  
a f in a l 'Hurrah fo r  Hogg’ they y ie ld e d , and gave a tte n tio n  to  the
Judge."33
Emotional Proof
Hogg's on ly emotional proof In the Cameron debate was h is  use 
o f humor when he asked Clark what p la tfo rm  he was running on. In 
l ig h t  o f  the fa c t th a t C la rk 's  speech had been a discussion o f Hogg's 
record as a tto rney general, the Governor asked, "Are you running on 
my record as a tto rney general?" Hogg used no o ther emotional appeals 
fo r  two possib le reasons. F ir s t ,  the audience was exc ited  before he 
began to  speak. Barr described them as "a crowd o f hot-tempered 
p a rtis a n s ."34 With the s itu a tio n  already em otionally charged no
33Ba1ley Papers, 363-364. 
34Barr, 133.
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appeals to  emotion were deemed necessary o r  prudent by Hogg. Secondly, 
by basing h is  speech on lo g ic  and h is  ethos the Governor presented 
a considerable co n tra s t to  the fre q u e n tly  emotional C lark.
Dallas Speech
James Hogg's address a t D allas marked a s ig n if ic a n t  change 
in  h is  campaign s tra te g y . Hogg's f i r s t  campaign speech since M arlin  
on Ju ly  8 , th is  address was de live re d  on October 1, 1892, a t the 
s ta te  f a i r  music h a ll 1n D a llas. The car-barn  convention a t Houston, 
the b o lt  by C lark and h is  fo llo w e rs , the c o a li t io n  between C lark and 
the Cuney-led Republicans, and the  co u rt in ju n c tio n  s tay ing  the 
opera tion  o f  the Texas R ailroad Convnlsslon had tra n sp ire d  during  th is  
pe riod . Hogg's In a c tio n  on the campaign t r a i l  may be expla ined by 
h is  p repara tions fo r  the convention and the Supreme Court hearing on 
the In ju n c tio n  case. Each o f these events forced a s h i f t  1n h is  
campaign s tra te g y .
P r io r  to  the nomination Hogg's emphasis 1n h is  speeches had 
been on the commission Issue and h is  th ree  proposed laws. The voters 
throughout the  s ta te  were probably puzzled as to  how Hogg would 
respond to  the events which had taken place since h is  la s t  p u b lic  
speech In Ju ly .
Hogg chose Dallas as the place to  open h is  f in a l push toward 
e le c t io n . Dallas was the la rg e s t c i t y  In  the s ta te , a conmerclal 
cen te r o f  manufacturing and ra ilro a d  e n te rp rise s . Consequently, 
many o f  the Dallas voters considered Hogg's reform  measurers as
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unnessary o r 111-advised. On the o th e r hand, C lark was very popu lar, 
and Hogg considered the Dallas audience as h o s t ile  to  h is  views.
In an e f f o r t  to  d isp la y  s tre n g th , the occasion was w ide ly  
p u b lic ize d  1n the Dallas area by Hogg supporters. However, many o f 
the voters 1n the area who were sympathetic to  Hogg's cause were 
farmers and were too busy g e ttin g  In th e ir  co tton  crop to  attend 
the speech. Although around 5,000 people had been a n tic ip a te d , only 
2,000 people attended the speech; and the News declared th a t many o f 
those were C lark supporters. The speech was fo llow ed by a barbecue 
w ith  over 5,000 a ttend ing .
O rganization
The fo llo w in g  ana lys is  o f  o rgan iza tion  1n Hogg's Dallas 
speech w i l l  consider (1) them atic emergence, (2) method o f  arrange­
ment, (3 ) rh e to r ic a l o rd e r, and (4) adjustment to  the audience.
Thematic Emergence
As he had 1n 1890, Hogg maintained throughout h is  1892
campaign a cons is ten t theme: Shall corporate power o r the people
co n tro l Texas? According to  Hogg, the oppos ition  had attempted to
d isgu ise  h is  purpose and to  confuse the Issue, but as he to ld  h is
D allas audience.
Lying w ith in  these Issues Is  the p iv o ta l question which the 
oppos ition  hope to  d isgu ise  by d iscussing Federal Issues and 
fo re ign  questions, but I  w i l l  guarantee th a t 1 t sh a ll not be 
done. They may howl and p ra te , d is to r t  the fa c ts ,  malign the 
p a rty , and abuse me a t a d is ta nce , but the main question sh a ll
not be lo s t  s ig h t o f .  Two years ago I announced f t ;  s ix  months 
ago I announced I t ;  and today I again announce 1 t. The question 
Is :  'S h a ll the corpora tions o r the S tate c o n tro l? '3 5
This statement occurred 1n the In tro d u c tio n  o f Hogg's Dallas 
speech and was s im ila r  to  the statement o f  the theme a t Rusk In 1890. 
Hogg announced c le a r ly  and conc ise ly  h is  p o s itio n  regarding con tro l 
o f  co rpo ra tions . He c la r i f ie d  th is  p o s itio n  even fu r th e r  w ith  a r e f ­
erence to  the Democratic p la tfo rm , which had declared I t s e l f  to  be 
aimed a t "the  r e s t r ic t io n  o f  corporate power."
From the theme th a t the s ta te  and not the corporate power 
should c o n tro l,  Hogg developed dedu c tive ly  each o f  h is  seven major 
arguments 1n the D allas speech: (1) the defense o f  h is  candidacy,
(2 ) the support o f  a municipal bond law, (3) the support o f  a co r­
porate land law, (4) the support o f  s ta te  banks, (5) the support 
o f  a stock and bond law, (6) the defense o f  the R a ilroad Comnlsslon, 
and (7) the defense o f h is  a n ti- ly n c h in g  ac tions .
Method o f  Arrangement
In the D allas speech the d iv is io n  o f  the m ate ria l was to p ic a l.  
Five o f  Hogg's arguments were developed d e d u c tive ly ; the s ix th ,  the 
defense o f  the Railroad Comnlsslon, was developed by causal reasoning; 
and the seventh, h is  defense o f  h is  a n ti- ly n c h in g  a c tio n s , was de­
veloped by e xp o s itio n . Hogg's defense o f h is  candidacy covered 21
35The Dallas speech was found 1n the Dallas Morning News 
and the Fort Worth Gazette, October 2 , 1892, and C otner. Addresses.
A ll subsequent quota tions w ith in  th is  section  are from the Dallas 
speech unless otherw ise Ind ica ted .
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o f  the 39 pages 1n the te x t ;  the defense o f  the Conmlsslon covered 10 
pages; o ther issues, 5; and the a n ti- ly n c h in g  d iscussion covered 3 
pages.36
R hetorica l Order
Hogg's Dallas speech was d e live re d  extemporaneously; news­
men In  attendance recorded the speech verbatim . The order o f  the 
address denotes a c le a r demarcation o f  the major p o in ts ; however, the 
in te rn a l s tru c tu re  o f some o f the main po in ts  demonstrated no lo g ic a l 
p a tte rn , w ith  several adm itted d ig ress ions by the speaker.
Hogg re a lize d  th a t he was addressing an u n fr ie n d ly  audience
and In  the In tro d u c tio n  there  was a weak attem pt a t securing the
good w111 o f  the audience.
Fellow C itize n s :
When, as a candidate fo r  Governor, I opened my campaign 
two years ago, I d id  not m istake the co n d itio n  o f the p o l i ­
t ic a l  pathway before me. Standing before a vast assemblage 
on my n a tive  heath In  Cherokee county, I  then to ld  them th a t 
I was no t unmindful o f  the form idable corporate and p o l i t i ­
cal In fluences th a t I had to  combat, but th a t I had fa i th  
th a t the power o f  p la in  t ru th  would ca rry  co n v ic tio n  against 
the tu rb u le n t stream o f p re jud ice  over a r t fu l  so p h is tr ie s  
and e s ta b lis h  sound doctrines  1n the minds and hearts o f  a 
J u s t, p a t r io t ic  people.
Hogg d id  not preview the body o f the speech. His f i r s t  
major p o in t, a defense o f h is  candidacy, was m ainly a denunciation 
o f  George C lark who co n s titu te d  h is  g rea tes t challenge. Dallas was 
a C lark s trongho ld , and Hogg was aware o f  the d i f f i c u l t y  he would 
have in  th is  c i t y .  Hogg's prim ary s tra teg y  was to  challenge the 
Democrats to  vote the Democratic t ic k e t ;  and since he was recognized
as the o f f i c ia l  Democratic nominee, th a t Im plied th a t a l l  “ good" 
Democrats would vote fo r  him. His d iscussion o f  a m unicipal bond 
law, corporate land law, and stock and bond law were v i r t u a l ly  the 
same as h is  d iscussion a t W ills  P o in t. The commission question was 
defended 1n l ig h t  o f  the in ju n c tio n  by Judge McCormick. Hogg had 
been attacked because he o ffe re d  a reward o f  $1,000 fo r  each man 
Involved 1n the lynch ing  o f  a Negro accused o f murder. He exp la ined, 
"My duty was p la in .  I performed 1t and have no apologies whatever 
to  make fo r  1 t. I t  1s a precedent se t up on due d e lib e ra tio n  which, 
so long as I  am Governor w i l l  be adhered to .  We had about as w e ll 
understand th is  1n advance."
Hogg d id  not conclude h is  speech w ith  h is  customary emotional 
appeals; Instead he l is te d  o ther laws th a t had been passed during  h is  
a d m in is tra tio n . His f in a l statement was a defense o f h is  record and 
an a ff irm a tio n  o f  "Texas and good government now and fo re v e r ,"
Audience Adaptation
The D allas Morning News re p o rt o f  the speech the fo llo w in g  
day declared th a t a f te r  the Governor had spoken fo r  two hours "the  
aroma from the barbecue meat soared 1n through the open window.
' I t ' s  nea rly  tu rn in g  out t im e , ' said the Governor, 'Go on, G overnor,' 
the crowd responded and he spoke fo r  another h o u r . A n  examtna~ 
t lo n  o f  the te x t  reveals th a t the f in a l hour o f  the D allas address
37Pa11as Morning News, October 2, 1892,
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would approximate th a t m ate ria l covered by the commission d iscussion . 
I t  appears th a t Hogg was p lanning to  cover on ly  the Democratic p la t ­
form Issues 1n th is  speech; then when urged to  go on, he incorporated 
the commission defense m a te ria l.
As In  e a r l ie r  speeches 1n th is  s tudy, Hogg was aware th a t he 
was speaking to  two audiences, the Immediate group a t Dallas and a 
la rg e r  sta tew ide audience who would read the p rin te d  speech. Immedi­
a te ly  a f te r  the  speech, W. L. Moody, a Galveston banker and d ire c to r  
o f  the G u lf, Colorado and Santa Fe R a ilroad , asked fo r  100 copies o f  
the speech fo r  d is t r ib u t io n  to  bankers and f in a n c ie rs  1n the East.
Logical Proof
In the body o f  the Dallas speech Hogg se t out to  do the 
fo llo w in g : (1) defend h is  candidacy fo r  governor o f  Texas, (2)
e s ta b lis h  the need fo r  a m unicipal bond law, (3) e s ta b lish  the 
need fo r  a corporate land law, (4 ) e s ta b lis h  the need fo r  support 
o f  s ta te  banks, (5 ) e s ta b lis h  the need fo r  a stock and bond law,
(6) defend the R ailroad Commission, and (7) defend h is  a n ti- ly n c h in g  
a c tio n s . I t  w i l l  be the purpose o f  th is  sec tion  to  discuss the 
argum entative development and to  analyze the lo g ic a l p roo f Hogg 
employed 1n each o f  these areas.
Argumentative Development
This section  w i l l  examine Hogg's argumentative development 
1n support o f  each o f h is  seven con ten tions.
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Defense o f  His Candidacy
When James Hogg confronted h is  audience a t D a lla s , he was 
faced w ith  an e n t ir e ly  d i f fe re n t  s itu a t io n  than a t any o th e r time 
1n the campaign. The s ta te  Democratic convention met a t Houston, 
August 14, and Hogg was selected as the Democratic guberna to ria l 
nominee. The C lark forces had a rr iv e d  a t the convention w ith  about 
one th ird  the votes necessary fo r  nom ination. When they fa i le d  to  
e le c t a C lark man permanent chairman o f  the convention, the C lark 
de legation walked o u t, c re a tin g  an unusual p o l i t ic a l  s itu a t io n  1n 
Texas. The C lark forces moved to  Turner H a ll and selected George 
C lark as th e ir  nominee.
Another event th a t had a s ig n if ic a n t  bearing upon Hogg and 
h is  campaign was the federa l In ju n c tio n  which stayed the power o f 
the R ailroad Commission. This dec is ion  came on August 22, ju s t  a f te r  
the b o lt  a t Houston. The case had been t r ie d  in  the month o f  J u ly , 
but Judge McCormick delayed the dec is ion  u n t i l  a f te r  the convention.
In h is  Dallas address Hogg's s tra te g y  was to  demonstrate 
th a t he was the o f f ic ia l  Democratic nominee and th a t "good" Demo­
c ra ts  should vote the Democratic t ic k e t .  Hogg d id  th is  by contending 
th a t since C lark bo lted  the Democratic convention, he was not a good 
Democrat; th e re fo re , good Democrats should not support him. Hogg 
re ite ra te d  th a t he was a fa i t h fu l  Democrat and deserved th e ir  sup­
p o rt.
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Hogg denounced C lark on several counts. The f i r s t  was C la rk 's  
Inco ns is te n t p o s it io n  on the Issues. On the commission Issue Hogg 
argued th a t C lark had said a t B e l lv l l le  th a t the Commission "was a l l  
r ig h t  and th a t 1 f he (C lark] was e lected  Governor he would veto any 
b11T th a t should attem pt to  change 1 t u n t i l  a f u l l  and f a i r  t r i a l . "  
Hogg pointed out th a t th is  was a s ig n if ic a n t  s h i f t  from C la rk 's  
e a r l ie r  p o s itio n  since he had voted aga inst the amendment In 1890.
Tie second Ind ictm ent aga inst C lark was th a t he had not pre­
sented any s ta te  issues. Throughout the campaign Hogg had stressed 
th a t h is  lis te n e rs  should seek out and f in d  what Issues C lark was 
running on. At D allas Hogg s ta ted  th a t they would " f in d  none."
C lark had spoken 1n D allas on September 9, defending h is  reasons 
fo r  the b o lt  and advocating h is  own e le c tio n . R e fe rring  to  C la rk 's  
Dallas speech Hogg sa id  th a t C lark " f a l ls  1n an e ig h t column speech 
to  discuss a s in g le  S tate Issue, to  recommend a s in g le  S tate p o lic y  
o r  to  conmlt h im se lf to  any p a r t ic u la r  law a ffe c t in g  S tate a f fa i r s ,  
except the sub jec t o f  s ta te  banks." Hogg Im plied th a t good Demo­
c ra ts  could not vote fo r  a man when they d id  not know what s ta te  
Issues he was advocating.
Hogg's th ir d  Ind ictm ent o f  C lark was th a t a good Democrat 
would not have bo lted  the convention; ra th e r he would have obeyed 
the m a jo r ity  and remained w ith in  the pa rty  to  work fo r  the c o lle c ­
t iv e  good o f  the p a rty  and the people. Hogg's conclusion was th a t 
C lark was not a good Democrat. In response to  C la rk 's  argument 
th a t the reason fo r  the b o lt  was "an Ir re p re s s ib le  c o n f l ic t , "
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Hogg Im plied th a t there could be no c o n f l ic t  since C lark had not 
Ind ica ted  what s ta te  Issues he advocated.
Hogg's fo u rth  Ind ictm ent aga inst C lark was th a t he had fa ile d  
to  support the na tiona l Democratic leaders. The Governor read 
excerpts from C la rk 's  speeches In which he attacked Grover C leveland, 
Democratic p re s id e n tia l nominee. Hogg quoted C lark as saying, "He 
C leve land] 1s not my s o rt o f  Democrat. He 1s a demagogue and a 
ch a rla ta n , and the sooner the p a rty  ceases to  discuss him, the 
b e tte r  fo r  the p a r ty ."  C la rk 's  p u b lic  denunciation o f  Cleveland 
Ind ica ted  th a t he d id  no t support the leader o f  the na tion a l Demo­
c ra t ic  p a rty , and Hogg took f u l l  advantage o f  the fa c t th a t C lark 
made th is  statement in  a p u b lic  speech.
Hogg a lso  In d ic te d  C lark as a bad Democrat because he d id  not 
support the Democratic p la tfo rm . According to  Hogg, the p la tfo rm  
was the on ly  o f f i c ia l  demand placed upon a candidate fo r  o f f ic e ,  a 
ve rb a liz a tio n  o f  the  w i l l  o f  the people. Hogg Im plied th a t a l l  good 
Democrats obeyed the p la tfo rm , and C lark refused to  do so.
The s ix th  ind ictm ent o f  C lark was th a t he was a " t ic k e t  
sc ra tche r" and th a t good Democrats support the e n t ire  t ic k e t .  Hogg 
developed th is  ind ic tm ent by using C la rk 's  own words aga inst him.
In 1887 there was a heated b a t t le  In  the s ta te  over a proposed pro­
h ib it io n  amendment. A t th a t tim e C lark and Hogg were colleagues 
opposing the amendment. According to  Hogg, C lark id e n t i f ie d  the 
p ro h ib it io n is t  Democrats as men who had “entered the Democratic 
household and sat a t the Democratic ta b le  w ith  treason 1n th e ir
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hearts , bearing m alice aga inst a l l  Democrats who refused to  bow the 
knee to  th e ir  Id o l.  . . . For the fa n a tic a l leaders I have no tru c e ."  
Hogg pointed ou t th a t by th is  statement C lark was "read ing ou t" o f 
the p a rty  Democrats who d if fe re d  from h is  own philosophy. Again 
Hogg quoted C lark 1n reference to  Democrats who had not supported 
the p a rty  candidates and p la tfo rm : "A Democrat who scratches the
nominees o f  h is  pa rty  1s no Democrat, and i t  1s useless to  tre a t  
him as a Democrat." Hogg then concluded th a t C la rk , by h is  own 
words, had Ind ica ted  th a t " t ic k e t  scra tchers" were not a c tu a lly  
Democrats. The Governor read C la rk 's  admission th a t he had not 
voted fo r  the commission amendment even though 1t was sanctioned by 
the Democratic p la tfo rm ; th e re fo re , C lark proved he was a " t ic k e t  
s c ra tch e r."  Hogg fu r th e r  read C la rk 's  statement made a t Denton, 
December 19, 1891, when he sa id , "1 put my head on a b lock and wrote 
n\y execution l ik e  a man, standing up swearing I would not vote fo r  
I t  |fhe commission amendment] . I  could no t have voted fo r  1 t I f  n\y 
l i f e  had depended on I t . "  Hogg read a l l  o f  these excerpts o f  C la rk 's  
speeces from a scrapbook.88 He reviewed th is  ind ic tm ent when he 
sa id ,
Mark you, th ree years before he denounced men who fa ile d  to  
vote the t ic k e t  as unworthy o f  the name o f  Democrats, and 
ye t here he v o lu n ta r ily  t e l l s  the people th a t he put h is  head 
on a block and wrote h is  execution l ik e  a man, standing up 
swearing he would not vote fo r  an amendment submitted by a 
Democratic L e g is la tu re  and espoused by the Democratic pa rty  
through I t s  p la tfo rm . What d id  he mean by saying th a t he
38Th1s scrapbook 1s 1n the Hogg C o lle c tio n  1n the A rch ives, 
the U n ive rs ity  o f  Texas L ib ra ry , A ustin  , Texas.
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had w r it te n  h is  own execution? Perhaps he remembered the ru le  
he wished to  apply to  Democrats, and In  the sm iting  o f  h is  own 
conscience f e l t  keenly th a t he had read h im se lf out o f  h is  own 
p a rty . This view Is  strengthened when we re c o lle c t th a t on the 
p ro h ib it io n  amendment the p a rty  had not given any expression; 
w h ile  on the conmlsslon amendment 1t had spoken out In  no uncer­
ta in  terms through the p la tfo rm  a t San Antonio.
In th is  summary Hogg used C la rk 's  own words to  In d ic t  him.
The f in a l and probably most convincing Ind ictm ent against 
C lark was Hogg's asse rtion  th a t C lark was now 1n r e a l i t y  a Republican 
and th a t he was Involved 1n a conspiracy to  destroy the Democratic 
p a rty . Hogg asserted th a t the fus ion  o f the C lark and Cuney forces 
meant th a t C lark had departed "the ranks o f the Democracy" and was 
In  r e a l i t y  a Republican. Hogg compared the C lark p la tfo rm  and the 
Republican p la tfo rm  which he c a lle d  the Clark-Cuney p la tfo rm s. "A 
ca re fu l ana lys is  o f  the hyphenated p la tfo rm s w i l l  expose to  the 
tho ugh tfu l mind some s in g u la r coincidences to  say the le a s t. The 
language o f ten sections o r sub-d1visions o f each are almost Id e n t i­
c a l . "  Hogg then read from C la rk 's  speeches p ra is in g  the Republican 
pa rty  fo r  having s a c r if ic e d  " th e ir  pa rty  on the a l ta r  o f  th e ir  
country and . . . jo in e d  hands w ith  us ." Hogg accused C lark o f  asking 
the Democrats to  do the same. Then, 1 f the two groups u n ite  "and a 
new p a rty  re s u lt .  What sh a ll I t  be ca lled?  Copul1sts, o f  course.
That th is  new pa rty  1s the blush ing c h ild  o f  disappointment and hope, 
brought fo r th  1n conspiracy whose mission is  the overthrow o f  Demo­
cracy, I t s  fond a ffe c tio n a te  parents may deny; but the godfather 
and w itness h1gn 1n th e ir  counsels solemnly ad m it." Therefore, Hogg 
argued th a t the Republicans jo in e d  w ith  C lark 1n a conspiracy to
overthrow the Democratic p a rty . Colonel Lock McDaniel, form er c h a ir -  
man o f  the Republican executive  convnlttee, whom Hogg c a lle d  the 
godfather o f  the new p a rty , was quoted as saying,'*Judge C la rk 's  
supporters c la im  th a t he 1s the nominee o f  the Democratic p a rty , 
but they know b e tte r .  They do th is  to  catch vo te s ."
In summary, Hogg le v ie d  seven ind ic tm ents aga inst C la rk , 
each demonstrating th a t he was not a good Democrat: (1) C lark had
no con s is te n t p o s it io n , (2) C lark discussed no s ta te  issues, (3)
C lark had bo lted  the Democratic convention, (4) C lark d id  no t support 
the Democratic p re s id e n tia l nominee, (5) C lark d id  not support the 
s ta te  Democratic p la tfo rm , (6) C lark adm itted by h is  own lo g ic  th a t 
he was not a good Democrat, and (7) C lark was 1n r e a l i t y  a Republican 
a ttem pting to  overthrow the Democratic p a rty .
The Need fo r  a Municipal Bond Law
The second con ten tion 1n Hogg's Dallas speech was th a t the 
s ta te  o f  Texas needed a municipal bond law, the same argument which 
he discussed a t W ills  P o in t. He argued th a t the C o n s titu tio n  gave 
m u n ic ip a lit ie s  the r ig h t  to  Issue bonds, but th is  r ig h t  was being 
abused to  the ex ten t th a t the present generation was p lac ing  bur­
dens on th e ir  ch ild re n  to  pay fo r  something the c h ild re n  d id  not 
rece ive . Hogg s ta ted  th a t 1 t was the extravagant issuance o f  such 
bonds which caused the problem, m ain ta in ing  th a t unless a r e s t r ic ­
t io n  was placeo on th1 . a c t iv i t y  a l l  Texans would s u f fe r  from a 
bad economic re p u ta tio n .
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The Need fo r  a Corporate Land Law
Hogg chose as h is  th ir d  con ten tion  the need fo r  a corporate 
land law. This argument a lso  was Id e n tic a l to  th a t used a t W ills
Point th a t land corpora tions were ho ld ing land to  the detrim ent o f
the people o f  Texas.
The S tate o f  Texas Should E stab lish  S tate Banks
Hogg's fo u r th  con ten tion  1n h is  Dallas address was th a t the 
s ta te  should e s ta b lis h  s ta te  banks. He explained th a t the Democratic 
p a rty  through " I t s  various p la tfo rm s 1s comnltted to  the a b o lit io n  
o f  the National banking system." Hogg argued th a t 1 t was w ith in  
the r ig h t  o f  the s ta te  to  co n tro l a l l  co rpo ra tion s , even banks, 
w ith in  her l im i t s ,  s ta t in g  th a t "S tates r ig h ts  on no l iv in g  ques­
t io n  can be c o n s is te n tly  resigned by any Democrat."
The Need fo r  a Stock and Bond Law
The f i f t h  contention 1n the Dallas speech was th a t the s ta te  
should enact a stock and bond law a lso a repeat o f  h is  argument a t 
W ills  P o in t. Hogg c la r i f ie d  the ra tio n a le  behind th is  law when he 
s ta ted ,
1 have always contended th a t these bonds are Issued fo r  pay­
ment; th a t the roads were mortgaged to  secure them; th a t money 
could not be ra ised by the ra ilro a d s  except through f re ig h t  
ra tes le v ie d  upon the t r a f f i c  o f  the coun try ; and th a t 1n pro­
p o rtio n  to  the excess o f these ra tes necessary to  pay any bond 
f ic t i t io u s ly  Issued, a crime was In f l ic te d  upon the people fo r  
which the S tate government Is  responsib le .
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Defense o f  the  R a ilroad Commission
Hogg was forced to  defend the R ailroad Commission because o f  
the e f fe c t  th a t the co u rt In ju n c tio n  s tay ing  the power o f  the Commis­
sion was having on the vo te rs  throughout the s ta te . The f i r s t  
argument Hogg employed to  defend the Commission was a three-pronged 
a tta ck  on Judge McCormick. The f i r s t  was th a t the Judge acted 
In ju d ic io u s ly  and made the In ju n c tio n  a p o l i t ic a l  issue by quoting  
from  Hogg's and A tto rney General Culberson's speeches 1n rendering 
the de c is ion . Hogg added to  th is  when he s a id , "As the Judge passed 
beyond ju d ic ia l lin e s  and In je c te d  p o l i t ic s  In to  1 t,  I propose to  
waive c o n v e n tio n a lit ie s  and to  handle th a t case as a p o l i t ic a l  
q u e s tio n ." The Judge transcended h is  duty "by making quota tions from 
p o l i t ic a l  speeches not w ith in  the law books o r the re co rd ." The 
second a tta ck  le v ie d  aga inst McCormick was th a t he s tru ck  down o n ly  
one sec tion  o f  the 32 sections o f  the commission law. Hogg s ta ted  
th a t " I t  1s an elementary p r in c ip le  o f  c o n s titu t io n a l law th a t when 
any excep tion , p rov iso  o r sec tion  o f  a s ta tu te  on being found In v a lid  
can be removed w ith o u t destroy ing  the main purpose o f  the law, I t  must 
be done and the law perm itted to  s ta n d ." The th ir d  a tta ck  was th a t 
McCormick had a se t op in ion  concerning the law two years before the 
case was t r ie d  and should have d is q u a lif ie d  h im se lf. Hogg expla ined 
th a t th is  In fo rm a tion  was In  a le t t e r  w r it te n  by Judge McCormick In 
which he a lso  expressed a de s ire  to  extend h is  ju r is d ic t io n .
The f in a l argument employed by Hogg 1n defense o f the Com­
mission was the e ffe c ts  o f  the In ju n c tio n  on new In d u s tr ie s , ra te s ,
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and the general economy o f  Texas. His conclusion was th a t the r a i l ­
roads had gone back to  the excess ive ly  high ra tes  as before the 
Commission and the o ld  abuses were 1n evidence once more.
Defense o f  A n ti- ly n c h in g  Actions
Hogg expla ined th a t he had been c r i t ic iz e d  through "v ic io u s  
s to r ie s  and v i le  slanders" fo r  o f fe r in g  a $1,000 reward fo r  the a rre s t 
and co n v ic tio n  o f  each member o f  the mob who lynched a Negro, Lee 
Green, 1n Cass county the previous yea r. Hogg expla ined th a t he had 
been requested to  s ta te  h is  p o s itio n  on the m atte r. Since the event 
took place 1n east Texas and the Dallas News had wide c ir c u la t io n ,  
he concluded th a t th is  was an opportune tim e to  s ta te  h is  defense. 
D escrib ing the h o rr ib le  execution o f th is  man, Hogg argued th a t the 
C o n s titu tio n  d id  not a llo w  mob ru le  and th a t "we had about as w e ll 
understand th is  In advance. . . . Mobs must g ive  way to  courts  1n 
Texas."
Forms o f Support
To support h is  con ten tions , Hogg re l ie d  on fo u r forms o f  
lo g ic a l p ro o f: (1) In ference from deductive p a tte rn s , (2) In ference
from s p e c if ic  Instances, (3) Inferences from analogy and comparison, 
and (4 ) Inference from causal reasoning. In a d d it io n , argument by 
e xp o s itio n  played a s ig n if ic a n t  ro le  In  Hogg's Dallas speech. I t  
w i l l  be the purpose o f th is  sec tion  to  analyze the Dallas speech In 
terms o f  Hogg's use o f  lo g ic a l p ro o f.
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Inference from Deductive Patterns
Hogg developed the contentions discussed 1n the preceding 
section  by the use o f In ference from deductive p a tte rn s . These 
arguments may be cast In to  the fo llo w in g  ca tego rica l sy llog ism s:
(1) Major Premise: Only a candidate who supports s ta te  
Democratic issues 1s a good Democrat.
Minor Premise: George C lark Is  a candidate who does not 
support s ta te  Democratic issues.
Conclusion: George C lark 1s not a good Democrat.
(2) Major Premise: A Democrat who b o lts  the Democratic con­
vention Is not a good Democrat.
Minor Premise: George C lark bo lted  the Democratic 
convention.
Conclusion: George C lark Is  not a good Democrat.
(3) Major Premise: Only a Democrat who supports the na tiona l 
Democratic t ic k e t  1s a good Democrat.
Minor Premise: George C lark does not support the na tiona l 
Democratic t ic k e t .
Conclusion: George C lark Is  not a good Democrat.
(4) Major Premise: Only a Democrat who supports the s ta te  
Democratic p la tfo rm  1s a good Democrat.
Minor Premise: George C lark does not support the s ta te  
Democratic p la tfo rm .
Conclusion: George C lark 1s not a good Democrat.
(5) Major Premise: Any candidate endorsed by the Republican 
p a rty  Is  a Republican.
Minor Premise: George C lark has been endorsed by the 
Republican pa rty .
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Conclusion: George C lark Is a Republican.
The fo llo w in g  sy llog ism s are Hogg’ s defense o f the Democratic p la t ­
form:
(6) Major Premise: Any abuse o f  the law should be c o n tro lle d .
Minor Premise: The coun ties ' and c i t ie s '  Issuance o f
excessive bonds is  an abuse o f  the law.
Conclusion: The coun ties ' and c i t ie s '  Issuance o f
excessive bonds should be c o n tro lle d .
(7) Major Premise: Any co rpora tion  I n f l i c t in g  abuse upon
the people should be c o n tro lle d .
Minor Premise: Land corpora tions are in f l i c t in g  abuse
upon the people.
Conclusion: Land corpora tions should be c o n tro lle d .
(8) Major Premise: A ll co rpora tions w ith in  s ta te  boundaries
should be c o n tro lle d  by the s ta te .
Minor Premise: Banks are co rpora tions w ith in  s ta te
boundaries.
Conclusion: Banks should be c o n tro lle d  by the s ta te .
(9) Major Premise: The p ra c tic e  o f any co rpo ra tion  I n f l ic t in g
abuse upon the people should be con­
t r o l  1 ed.
Minor Premise: The ra ilw a y  co rp o ra tio n s ' Issuance o f
watered stock and bonds 1s in f l i c t in g  
abuse upon the people.
Conclusion: The ra ilw ay  co rp o ra tion s ' issuance o f
watered stock and bonds should be 
c o n tro lle d .
Analysis o f  these arguments reveals th e ir  s y l lo g is t ic  forms 
to  be v a lid .  T he ir r e l ia b i l i t y  depends upon whether the premises
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are tru e . Hogg supported the premises w ith  s p e c if ic  Instances, 
analogies and comparisons, causal reasoning, and argument by expo­
s i t io n .  The support fo r  the premises must be examined and Included 
before a f u l l  conclusion can be reached regard ing the r e l i a b i l i t y  
o f  Hogg's lo g ic a l appeals.
Inference from S p e c ific  Instances
Hogg employed s p e c if ic  Instances to  support each o f the 
minor premises 1n h is  Ind ictm ents aga inst C la rk . To demonstrate 
th a t C lark was no longer a good Democrat, Hogg quoted 14 excerpts 
from C la rk 's  speeches and In te rv iew s which showed th a t C lark had 
repeatedly behaved 1n a manner unbecoming a good Democrat. Hogg 
supported the premise th a t C lark had no s ta te  issues by in d ic a tin g  
C la rk 's  fa i lu r e  to  mention one s ta te  issue In  an e ig h t column speech 
de live red  a t Dallas 1n September. To support the premise th a t 
C lark bo lted  the Democratic convention Hogg quoted C la rk 's  reason 
fo r  the s p l i t  as "an Ir re c o n c ila b le  d iv is io n . "  Hogg a lso quoted 
C la rk 's  campaign speeches to  demonstrate th a t he was opposed to  
na tiona l Democratic leaders, Grover C leveland, s p e c if ic a l ly .  From 
a l l  o f  these s p e c if ic  instances Hogg genera lized th a t Clark was 
no t a good Democrat. The scope o f the examples 1s s u f f ic ie n t  to  
make the g e n e ra liza tio n  re l ia b le .
Hogg supported h is premise th a t 1n r e a l i t y  C lark was a 
Republican w ith  a quota tion  from Colonel Lock McDaniel, former 
chairman o f  the Republican executive committee, who sa id , "Judge 
C la rk 's  supporters cla im  th a t he is  a nominee o f the Democratic
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p a rty , but they know b e tte r ,  they do th is  to  catch vo te s ." Hogg 
generalized th a t 1 f the leaders o f the Republican pa rty  Id e n t if ie d  
C lark as a Republican, then he was 1n fa c t  a Republican.
To defend h is  premise th a t the ra ilro a d  co rp o ra tio n s ' i s ­
suance o f  watered stock and bonds were I n f l ic t in g  abuse upon the 
people, Hogg d te d  numerous s ta t is t ic s  o f  ra ilro a d  Income a f te r  
paying out over $90 m il l io n  as dividends on th e ir  s tock. Hogg 
generalized h is  conclusion: " In  the aggregate the ra ilro a d s  o f th is
government [the e n t ire  United S tates] c o lle c te d  la s t  year over $15 
per cap ita  o f  the whole po p u la tion ."
One o f  the arguments Hogg employed to  defend the R ailroad 
Commission was th a t Judge McCormick, the federa l judge who Issued 
the In ju n c tio n  aga inst the Commission, was 1n r e a l i t y  p re jud iced  
aga inst the Commission. Hogg d te d  a le t t e r  w r it te n  by McCormick 
two years before the t r i a l  in  which the Judge expressed "h is  
an tipa thy  to  the Conmlsslon." The conclusion drawn by Hogg was 
th a t McCormick should have excused h im se lf o r moved the case to  
another co u rt.
The Governor read excerpts from s ix  le t te r s  from d if fe re n t  
pa rts  o f  the s ta te  In d ic a tin g  th a t a f te r  the In ju n c tio n  the r a i l ­
roads increased ra tes  to  the po in t they were before the Commission.
He drew the g e n e ra liza tio n  th a t "This 1s a common con d ition  a l l  
over Texas. L e tte rs  fre e ly  come to  the Commission and my s e l f  as 
strong as these, describ ing  the outrages In f l ic te d  on the people 
o f  Texas . . .  by the voracious t r a f f i c  managers now 1n charge o f 
the ra ilw ay  ra tes In  Texas."
Inferences from Analogy and Comparison
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To defend h is  candidacy Hogg presented a comparison between 
C la rk 's  p la tfo rm  and the Republican p la tfo rm  and concluded th a t the 
number o f  s im i la r i t ie s  between the two suggested th a t C lark was not 
on ly a poor Democrat but 1n r e a l i t y  a Republican. The fo llo w in g  
cha rt po rtrays  the comparisons Hogg made between the Republican
p la tfo rm  and C la rk 's  p la tfo rm :
E xtracts from Republican P la tfo rm
We condemn a l l  forms o f  commu­
nism and S tate so c ia lism , and 
view w ith  alarm the e x is tin g  
war in  th is  S tate upon p rope rty .
We demand th a t the S tate Legis­
la tu re  enact such laws as w i l l  
p ro te c t the b a llo t  o f  every 
c it iz e n  in  accordance w ith  the 
demands expressed in  the e le c ­
t io n  plank o f  the National 
Republican p la tfo rm .
We demand the passage o f such 
laws as w i l l  fu r th e r  the 
b u ild in g  and keeping 1n 
re p a ir  o f  a system o f  In te r-co u n ty  
p u b lic  roads.
Our sympathies are most c o rd ia lly  
extended to  a l l  la b o rin g  people 
1n th e ir  e f fo r ts  to  b e tte r  the 
con d ition s  o f  themselves and 
those dependent upon them.
We condemn a l l  re vo lu tio n a ry  
methods and v io lence on the 
p a rt o f  our c it iz e n s ,  b e lie v in g  
th a t an appeal to  the law best 
p ro tec ts  every c it iz e n  1n the 
enjoyment o f  h is  r ig h t .
E xtracts  from C lark P la tfo rm
We condemn a l l  forms o f coirmu- 
nism and S tate so c ia lism , and 
view w ith  alarm the e x is tin g  
war upon the r ig h ts  o f pro­
pe rty  1n th is  S ta te .
We condemn the loose and unres­
t r ic te d  manner o f  vo tin g  in  
th is  S tate and demand the 
passage o f  such laws as w i l l  
prevent i l le g a l  vo tin g .
We demand th a t laws be passed 
to  fu r th e r  the b u ild in g  o f  
p u b lic  roads 1n th is  S ta te , 
thereby a ffo rd in g  f a c i l i t i e s  
fo r  the people to  get th e ir  
produce to  market.
Our sympathies are most c o rd ia lly  
extended to  a l l  la b o rin g  people 
1n th e ir  e f fo r ts  to  b e tte r  the 
c o n d itio n  o f  themselves and 
those dependent upon them.
We deprecate and oppose a l l  
re so rts  to  v io lence  o r re vo lu ­
t io n a ry  methods on the p a rt o f  
any c lass o f our c it iz e n s h ip , 
b e lie v in g  th a t an appeal to  the 
law always fu rn ishes  the best 
p ro te c tio n  to  the c it iz e n s  1n 
the enjoyment o f a l l  r ig h ts .
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We condemn a l l  le g is la t io n  
ca lcu la te d  to  d r iv e  c a p ita l 
ou t o f  th is  S tate o r to  tu rn  
1nm1grat1on from us.
We demand th a t the coming 
L e g is la tu re  sh a ll provide fo r  
the c o lle c t io n  from the Federal 
government o f  the bounty on sugar 
produced on the S tate farms.
For a s e lf is h ,  1 f no t c o rru p t, 
purpose, 1 t (the Democratic 
a d m in is tra tio n ) has Invaded and 
begun to  destroy the common h e r i­
tage o f  the ch ild re n  o f  Texas-- 
the sacred school fund--bequeathed 
1n t r u s t  to  them by th e ir  fo re ­
fa th e rs .
We a rra ign  the present adm inis­
t ra t io n  o f  Texas because i t  has 
d riven  much c a p ita l out o f  Texas 
and prevented the coming o f  much 
more.
We a rra ig n  the present adm inis­
t ra t io n  o f Texas because 1t has 
unse ttled  land t i t l e s  and depre­
d a te d  taxab le  values.
We condemn a l l  le g is la t io n  
ca lcu la te d  to  d r iv e  c a p ita l o r 
Im m igration from us.
We demand th a t the S tate sh a ll 
c o l le c t  from the Federal govern­
ment the bounty on the sugar 
produced by the S tate co n v ic t 
farm , and th a t such bounty be 
given to  the Confederate Home 
a t A u s tin ; and we denounce the 
veto by Governor Hogg o f  the 
jo in t  re s o lu tio n  passed by the 
Twenty-second L e g is la tu re , by 
which the S ta te  lo s t  the bounty, 
as a species o f  cheap p o l i t ic a l  
demagoguery.
We oppose what 1s commonly 
c a lle d  the Jes te r amendment, 
and the law enacted thereunder, 
because the e f fe c t  o f the same 
w i l l  be to  u lt im a te ly  squander 
the school fund.
We a rra ig n  the a d m in is tra tio n  
o f  Governor Hogg because 1 t has 
d riven  and 1s keeping c a p ita l 
out o f  the  S ta te .
We a rra ig n  the ad m in is tra ­
t io n  o f  Governor Hogg, because 
1 t has u n se ttle d  land t i t l e s  
and re tarded Im m igration.
Hogg pointed out th a t a "ca re fu l ana lys is  o f  the  hyphenated p la t ­
forms w i l l  expose to  the though tfu l mind some s in g u la r coincidences 
to  say the le a s t . "  The comparisons appear v a l id ,  and Hogg's con­
c lus ions seem re l ia b le .
To support the fo u rth  major argument, the need fo r  a cor 
porate land law , Hogg repeated the same two analogies o f  B r lt la n
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and Ire la nd  which he had used In  the W ills  Point speech, arguing th a t 
less than 1000 persons own every fo o t o f  land 1n Ire la n d ; "yes, 400 
members o f  the House o f Lords own nearly  15,000,000 acres o f  la n d ." 
Although the re  are s ig n if ic a n t  d iffe re n ce s  between Texas, Ire la n d , 
and England, the p r in c ip le s  o f tenan try  and absentee ownership o f  
land 1n each country are analogous enough to  make the comparison 
v a lid .
In the Dallas speech Hogg added analogies In vo lv in g  France 
and New York, and one analogy drawn from the B ib le . He s ta ted  
th a t France "presents the p i t ia b le  spectacle o f  improverlshed people, 
a la rg e  p o rtio n  o f  whom are perm itted to  eke out a m iserable e x is t ­
ence 1n 300,000 cabins w ithou t windows." Hogg im p lied  th a t the 
same co n d itio n  could occur 1n Texas. France and Texas lack a s u f f i ­
c ie n t number o f  s im i la r i t ie s  to  make th is  analogy work. The analogy 
in v o lv in g  New York s ta ted  th a t o f  the 2,000,000 Inh ab itan ts  1n the 
c i t y ,  on ly  13,000 owned real es ta te . Hogg's conclusion from th is  
analogy was th a t "Land monopoly means pauperism." This comparison 
between the tenant 1n New York who 1s v ic tim ize d  by absentee land lo rds 
and the possib le  tenant problem In Texas seems v a lid .  D ifferences 
e x is t  between the s itu a tio n s  In  New York C ity  and the p la in s  o f  
Texas, but the p r in c ip le  Hogg was arguing seems v a lid .  The major 
considera tions were absentee ownership and the harms o f  te n a n try , 
and these are analogous.
Hogg also defended the need fo r  a corporate land law w ith  
a quota tion  from the B ib le :
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We have mortgaged our land to  buy com because o f  the dearth.
We have borrowed money fo r  the k in g 's  t r ib u te ,  and th a t upon 
our lands and v ineyards. Yet now our f le s h  is  as the fle s h  
o f  our b re th ren , our ch ild re n  as th e ir  c h ild re n , and lo ,  we 
b ring  In to  bondage our sons and our daughters to  be servants, 
and some o f  our daughters are brought In to  bondage a lready; 
n e ith e r Is  I t  In  our power tq Qredeem them; fo r  o th e r men have 
our lands and our v in eya rds .3’
Hogg attempted to  demonstrate th a t unless land corpora tions were 
c o n tro lle d  the fa te  o f Texas farmers would be s im ila r  to  the Judean 
farm ers. There are a number o f s im i la r i t ie s  between the Judean 
farmers and Texas farm ers. Both su ffe red  as the re s u lt  o f  drought; 
both were forced to  mortgage th e ir  lands; the fa m ilie s  o f both 
helped to  provide Income; and f in a l l y ,  the lands o f both were u l t i ­
m ately c o n tro lle d  by o th e rs . The basic d iffe re n ce s  are those o f  
tim e and d is tance ; however, the fa c t  th a t th is  was a B ib lic a l 
analogy coupled w ith  the s im i la r i t ie s  made I t  an e f fe c t iv e  suppor­
t iv e  device.
Hogg concluded th a t the land corpora tions were precursors 
o f  land monopoly, and he described th is  as "th e  most desperate con­
d it io n  th a t con fron ts  the American people today."
Inference from Causal Reasoning
In  defense o f  the R ailroad Commission Hogg presented a 
chain o f causes to  support h is  conclusion th a t the In ju n c tio n  had 
harmed the s ta te  econom ically. He argued th a t the lack o f a stock 
and bond law caused the In ju n c tio n , the In ju n c tio n  caused the
3^Nehem1ah 5 :1 -5 .
ra ilro a d s  to  Increase th e ir  ra te s , and Increased ra tes  caused economic 
harms 1n the s ta te . He fu r th e r  argued th a t before the In ju n c tio n  s ig ­
n i f ic a n t  progress was being made 1n the areas o f new In d u s tr ie s , In ­
creased c a p ita l Investments, and employment; but because o f the 
In ju n c tio n  th is  would begin to  dec line . Hogg claimed the In ju n c tio n  
s tay ing  the opera tion  o f  the Commission had allowed the ra ilro a d s  to  
re in s ta te  th e ir  high ra tes and d isc rim in a to ry  p ra c tice s . The e f fe c t  
was a c r i t i c a l  harm to  the s ta te . He supported th is  conclusion w ith  
le t te r s  from farm ers, sh ippers, and manufacturers throughout the 
s ta te  declaim ing th e ir  p l ig h t  because o f  the Increased ra tes . A 
c o ro lla ry  to  th is  argument was th a t i f  the amount o f  money c ic u la t in g  
throughout the s ta te  was Increased from the present $12.50 per cap ita  
to  $50.00 as the P opu lis ts  wanted o r $150.00 as C lark proposed, the 
Issu ing  o f  watered stock and bonds would Increase. Hogg's conclusion 
was th a t th is  Increase would cause a rea l harm to  the s ta te . Since 
most o f  the ra ilro a d  money went ou t o f  s ta te , 1 t would cause a 
c r i t i c a l  economic co n d itio n . He concluded, "W ith th is  co n d itio n  
e x is t in g , 1s 1 t any wonder th a t the money o f  th is  country 1s so 
ra p id ly  concentra ting  In to  the hands o f the few to  the d is tre s s  o f  
the many?"
From th is  chain o f  reasoning Hogg generalized th a t although 1 t 
was a c o s tly  lesson, th in k in g  people across the s ta te  were lea rn ing  
the Commission was indeed an advantage to  the Texas economy and th a t 
the in ju n c tio n  was harming the s ta te . Hogg d id  not s ta te  d ir e c t ly  
but im p lied th a t the ra ilro a d s  were a r r iv in g  a t the same conclusion
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when he sa id , re fe r r in g  to  the In ju n c tio n , "they [th e  ra i lro a d ^  have 
a ho t poker 1n th e ir  hands and are about to  tu rn  lo ose ." Throughout 
th is  d iscussion he re fe rre d  to  the Judge's decis ion  as a "temporary 
In ju n c tio n " p re d ic tin g  th a t the Supreme Court would soon ru le  1n favo r 
o f  the s ta te , which 1 t d id  on Hay 26, 1894.
Hogg's argument fo r  a corpora te  land law was the same 1n h is  
D allas speech as he had argued a t Rusk in  1890 and a t W ills  P o in t.
He s ta ted  th a t land co rpora tions owned 40,000,000 acres o f land 1n 
Texas o r about on e -fou rth  o f  a l l  the land 1n the s ta te , and concluded 
th a t th is  corpora te  ownership o f land was causing "a land monopoly" 
and th a t the corporate land law he was advocating would "check 
monopoly so as to  p ro te c t the people aga inst the g rea tes t curse th a t 
ever a f f l ic t e d  any government where I t  was p e rm itte d ."
To support h is  premise th a t the c i t ie s '  and coun ties ' Issuance 
o f  excessive bonds was an abuse o f  the law, Hogg argued th a t the 
s e l l in g  o f  bonds above the m u n ic ip a lit ie s ' a b i l i t y  to  pay was c rea ting  
a bad f is c a l re p u ta tio n . He s ta ted  th a t h is  proposed law would 
"have those abroad as w e ll as our people a t home pro tected from such 
h u m ilia tio n  and wrong."
Argument by Exposition
In the Dallas speech Hogg used expos ition  as a supportive 
device 1n the same fash ion he had 1n h is  W ills  P o in t speech. The two 
methods discussed 1n th is  section  w i l l  be Hoog's use o f  d e f in i t io n  
and n a rra tio n  as argumentation.
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D e f in it io n . Hogg's con ten tion  th a t the  s ta te  should co n tro l 
the Issuance o f m unicipal bonds was supported by h is  use o f  d e f in i t io n .  
He maintained th a t the m u n ic ip a lit ie s  had the r ig h t  to  Issue bonds, 
but when th a t Issuance became "ex travagan t," c o n tro ls  must be se t.
Hogg then defined extravagant as the Issuance o f bonds th a t "exceed 
necessary p u b lic  demands o r c o n s t itu t io n a l l im i t s , "  concluding from 
th is  d e f in i t io n  th a t increased confidence 1n the Texas economy would 
be the re s u lt  o f th is  proposed law thus making 1t eas ie r to  ob ta in  
c a p ita l fo r  necessary demands.
The second d e f in i t io n  used was th a t o f  two types o f c a p ita l is ts .  
One, he sa id , has money to  permanently Invest 1n o rder th a t the In ve s t­
o r can get a reasonable re tu rn  fo r  " f a i r  dea ling" "honesty ," and the 
general good o f the s ta te . Hogg encouraged th is  kind o f c a p ita liz e to n . 
The o ther type was defined as c a p ita l is ts  who expected to  grow 
"suddenly r ic h  from concocted In f la t io n s  and booms a t the the expense 
o f  o th e rs ."  According to  Hogg, these Investo rs  are rasca ls  and frauds; 
and when they are allowed to  operate, the honest In ve s to r w ith  honest 
money w i l l  be cautious. Hogg concluded th a t the s ta te  o f  Texas d id  
no t need specu la tive  Investo rs .
N a rra tio n . Hogg employed n a rra tio n  1n the defense o f  h is  can­
didacy by tra c in g  the p o l i t ic a l  record o f  George C la rk . A ttem pting to  
prove to  the Democrats assembled a t Dallas th a t he, not C la rk , was 
the leader o f  the Democratic p a rty , Hogg recounted 1n n a rra tiv e  form 
C la rk 's  p u b lic  career. He characte rized C lark as a man who had held 
many p u b lic  o f f ic e s ,  always a p po in tive . Hogg maintained th a t C lark
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had been prominent 1n s ta te  a f fa ir s  and had been h is  colleague 1n the 
p ro h ib it io n  f ig h t ;  but C la rk , although a candidate several tim es, had 
never won an e le c tio n .
Hogg a lso employed n a rra tiv e  to  trace  the events lead ing up 
to  the Railroad Commission t r i a l  and the in ju n c t io n , concluding from 
h is  n a rra tiv e  th a t Judge McCormick should not have t r ie d  the case, 
th a t the Commission had been w orking, and th a t the Texas econon\y 
had su ffe red  because o f the In ju n c tio n .
The press had attacked Hogg regard ing h is  strong oppos ition  
to  lynch ing . He claimed th a t "many v ic io u s  s to r ie s  and v i le  slanders 
have been c irc u la te d  throughout the s ta te  . . . to  s t i r  up race 
p re ju d ic e ."  He employed n a rra tio n  to  exp la in  why he had authorized 
a $1,000 reward fo r  each member o f a lynch mob. He Ind ica ted  th a t 
a woman and a c h ild  had been murdered 1n Cass county. The clrcum - 
stances pointed to  a Negro, Lee Green, who was arrested  and ja i le d ;  
a t n ig h t a mob broke In to  the j a i l ,  took Green to  the scene o f the 
crime and executed him. Green had confessed to  the crim e, but 
Hogg claimed th a t the "h o r r ib le  execution v io la te d  every guarantee 
o f the C o n s titu t io n ."  The Governor o ffe re d  a reward o f  $1,000 fo r  
the a rre s t and con v ic tio n  o f each member o f the mob and decla red ,
"My duty was p la in  and I performed 1 t and have no apologies to  make 
fo r  1 t.  . . . The people have the power to  repeal the laws and 
re lie v e  the o f f ic e rs  o f  th e ir  execution. U n til they do change 
them o r put me out o f  o f f ic e ,  I s h a ll be standing up by n\y c o n s ti­
tu t io n a l o b lig a tio n s  under a l l  circumstances and ex igenc ies, 
perform ing my du ties  as I understand them. . . .  We had about as
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w e ll understand th is  In  advance. . . . Mobs must g ive  way to  courts  
1n Texas." This n a rra tiv e  was designed to  counter some o f  the a ttacks 
on him and based on ra c ia l p re ju d ice . Hogg's defense o f h is  p o s it io n  
was d ir e c t ,  to  the p o in t,  and based on the law. Although an e x tra o r­
d ina ry  p o s it io n  fo r  a p u b lic  servant to  take regarding the lynching 
o f  a Negro 1n Texas 1n 1892, 1 t appears to  have been an e f fe c t iv e  
defense o f  h is  a c tio n s .
E th ica l Proof
In  assessing Hogg's use o f  e th ic a l p roo f 1n h is  D allas speech 
two elements w i l l  be noted: (1) Hogg's re p u ta tio n  p r io r  to  the
speech and {2 ) the e th ic a l p roo f he used w ith in  the speech.
Reputation
D allas was the most populous c i t y  1n Texas in  1892, and boast­
ed the newspaper w ith  the la rg e s t c ir c u la t io n  1n the s ta te , the 
D allas Morning News. When Hogg spoke in  D allas h is  re p u ta tio n  there 
was n a tu ra lly  co lored by the paper's coverage o f h is  stump speeches 
and by I t s  e d ito r ia l  comments. The News was the on ly  Texas paper to  
assign a specia l re p o rte r to  cover In  d e ta il each o f  the Governor's 
speaking engagements, and repo rts  o f  h is  appearances were 1n every 
Issue o f the paper during the campaign. Therefore the audience Hogg 
faced on October 1, 1892 was w e ll Informed as to  h is  previous u t te r ­
ances and a c tio n s .
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Hogg's fr ie n d s  and enemies a l ik e  agreed th a t he was a f ig h te r .  
The 1892 campaign as w e ll as h is  e n t ire  p o l i t ic a l  l i f e  evidenced th is  
fa c t. This q u a l ity  was one o f the th in g s  which earned him the appela- 
t lo n  o f  “ the peop le 's  governor." The Texas press had been Hogg's 
adversary since h is  emergence In to  s ta te  prominence, and during  1892 
he was under constant a tta c k . The D allas Morning News denounced him 
fo r  having an "excess o f  tem per,"40 "a g g ra n d iz in g ,"41 being " ra d ic a lly  
a g g re ss ive ,"4^ and being "co m ic ."43 I t  claimed h is  speeches were 
" I l lo g ic a l  and senseless b lu n de ring "44 f i l l e d  w ith  "s e d it io n  and 
ty ra n n y , " ^  "fra u d  and Ignorance."^® In a tta ck in g  Hogg's adm in is tra ­
t io n  the News c a lle d  I t  "crude. Incoherent, bung ling , and d is o rd e r ly  
pa terna lism  and sp o il i s m . T h e  Conwisslon was described as " te r ­
r ib le , "  " b l ig h t in g , " " a  c o n s t itu t io n a l m o n s tro s ity ,"  and a "bastard 
mongrel o f  Hogglsm."^® The re s u lt  o f  th is  type o f  a tta ck  was a run­
ning b a t t le  which Hogg c a rr ie d  on w ith  a l l  the major Texas d a ll ie s .
4QP a llas  Morning News, A p r il 30, 1892.
^ D allas Morning News, May 7, 1892.
43Pa11as Morning News, September 9, 1892.
44P a llas Morning News, June 7, 1892.
45P a llas Morning News, May 19, 1892.
^ Dallas Morning News, May 21, 1892.
47P a llas Morning News. A p r il 30, 1892.
48Pal1as Morning News. September 12, 1892.
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He fre q u e n tly  re fe rre d  to  the Belo papers, the Dalles Morning
4Q
News and Galveston D a lly  News, as the "double ended w b tzze r," "the
double ended buzzer w ith  one fo o t In  the sea and the o th e r up here 1n
north  Texas,"5®or "the  double ended whizzing boss anathem atlze r."5  ^
During a stump speech a t  C la rk s v il le  Governor Hogg attacked the papers 
w ith  more than usual v ig o r and was 1n tu rn  c r i t ic iz e d  fo r  1 t. The 
Houston Post In re p o rtin g  the Inc id e n t accused him o f using "language 
more b e f i t t in g  a bro the l than the h u s tin g s ."52 The D allas paper In d i­
cated th a t 1 t "c h a r ita b ly  waived i t s  r ig h t  and duty to  p r in t  many o f  
h is  s i l l y  and In d is c re e t u tte ra n c e s ."5^ When a t Granbury, Hogg refused 
to  r id e  w ith  the News re p o rte r and requested th a t no specia l f a c i l i t i e s  
be provided fo r  the p ress .54 A fte r  a member o f  the Lockhart audience
quoted the News to  the Governor, he sa id , "D on 't quote the News on
me. That a in ' t  r ig h t .  I w i l l  say th a t the News 1s the ab les t
champion o f the o th e r side and th a t a l l  the re s t o f  them fo llo w  In
I ts  wake. I t s  v e ra c ity  1s as good as any o f  the re s t In  the op p o s itio n .
I f  th a t 1s any compliment the News Is  welcome to  i t . " 55 The paper,
^ D allas Morning News, May 22, 1892.
^ D a lla s  Morning News. October 12, 1892.
5*Pal1as Morning News, May 22, 1892.
52Houston Post, May 10, 1892.
53Pa llas Morning News, May 12, 1892.
54P a llas  Morning News. May 29, 1892.
55P a llas Morning News, June 27, 1892.
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however, m aintained th a t these a ttacks  were "done fo r  e ffec t;"® ®  
and, In  t r u th ,  a comrade s p i r i t  developed between Hogg and the re p o rt*
e r assigned to  cover h is  speeches.
Hogg's l i t t l e  daughter, Ima, accompanied him on some o f h is  
campaign tou rs . The News described her as a "b r ig h t l i t t l e  miss o f 
7 o r 8 years, a p e rfe c t b lond, w ith  golden h a ir  and blue eyes and o f  
w illo w y  fo rm ." She fre q u e n tly  s tu ffe d  her toys in  her fa th e r 's  pockets, 
and 1n the m iddle o f a speech Hogg would reach fo r  a handkerchief and 
f in d  her d o lls  o r ribbons. " I t  In v a r ia b ly  causes a laugh, and Gover­
nor enjoys 1 t as much as anybody."5^ The F ort Worth Gazette ca rr ie d  
a cartoon p ic tu r in g  the Governor wearing a small feathered cap; the
CO
fea the r 1n h is  cap was "M1ss Ima." Her presence fu rthe red  Hogg's
rep u ta tion  as a fa m ily  man devoted to  h is  c h ild re n .
C r i t ic s  accused Hogg o f  u n d ig n ifie d  behavior which they 
a t t r ib u te d  to  h is  country upbring ing . "C la rk  spent considerable time 
b e l i t t l i n g  Hogg's knowledge o f  business. . . and encouraging the 
image many c i t y  dw e lle rs  had o f  Hogg as a ru s t ic  from the 'P lney Woods' 
o f  east Texas."5® Hogg d id  nothing to  discourage th is  image but used 
1t to  advantage. A t Sherman he drank out o f  a p itc h e r  since the glass 
was f i l l e d  w ith  flowers.®® This b i t  o f business was so successful and
5®0 a lla s  Morning News, June 2, 1892.
57Pa11as Morning News, June 14, 1892.
5®Fort Worth Gazette. May 4, 1892.
59Cotner, B iography. 282.
®°Dal1as Morning News. A p r il 24, 1892.
became so w e ll known th a t he d id  the same th in g  a t numerous p laces. 
Some o f the Dallas audience perhaps remembered the speech the Gover­
nor made 1n th e ir  c i t y  1n A p r il du ring  which he drank from a p itc h e r  
and apologized " I f  he had v io la te d  the socia l e th ic s "  o f  Dallas,®^
The lad ies  a t C la rk s v il le  presented him w ith  a gourd, and he drank
£2
from 1 t "amid tremendous applause." A t Waxahachle he looked fo r  
a d r in k in g  glass and seeing none sa id , " I  want you a l l  to  n o tice  
th a t there 1s n e ith e r glass o r gourd here and I have to  d r in k  out 
o f  the p itc h e r ,"  which he d id  before con tinu in g . " I  have learned 
not to  le t  the lack o f  a glass o r  a gourd de te r me from d rin k in g  
water when I am th i r s t y .  I have seen the time when I had to  d r in k  
water ou t o f  a horse tra c k ."® 3 Hogg ca rr ie d  a bucket o f  water to  
the speaker's stand a f te r  h is  In tro d u c tio n  to  the D allas audience 
on October Is t.® ^  There Is no In d ic a tio n  th a t he drank from 1 t ,  
but I t  was an obvious reminder o f  h is  p itc h e r In c id e n ts .
The Governor's ea ting  ha b its  were fre q u e n tly  discussed 1n 
the press and mentioned by him 1n h is  speeches. During a speech 
1n Dallas In  A p r i l ,  Hogg described how "he ate ice  w ith  h is  f in g e rs  
saying he could not ea t 1 t w ith  a fo rk  and 1 t s lipped  o f f  the k n ife
61 Pall as Morning Hews, A p r il 28, 1892.
®2Pallas Morning News, May 8 , 1892.
®3Pa11as Morning News. June 15, 1892.
64Pallas Morning Mews, October 2, 1892.
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and h is  f in g e rs  was ( s ic ]  the su res t way o f  g e ttin g  1 t to  h is  m outh."65
At Bryan he gave a discourse on " ta b le  e th ic s ."
By granny, I be lieve  In  e a ting  1n the good o ld  way. There
are but few th ings  th a t I  love b e tte r  than my m agn ificen t 
a p p e tite , and when I eat I ea t w ith o u t any ceremony and I 
d o n 't care who see me, e ith e r .  For Instance, when I eat 
brandy peaches ou t o f  cup I  d o n 't propose to  s i t  there  and 
peel 'em w ith  a spoon. By g a t l ln s ,  I  Jus t take 'em In  rqy 
fin g e rs  and eat 'em 1n the o ld  fashioned way.66
Reference was made 1n the press to  Hogg's s ize  both In  p r in t
and 1n p o l i t ic a l  cartoons. He adm itted th a t "some people f e l l  o u t"
w ith  him about h is  shape.67 At Denton he said he had "respect fo r  
the ra ilro a d s  as long as they obey the laws. The fa c t  1s I d o n 't 
want to  h u rt the ra ilro a d s , fo r  I am the poorest equipped fe llo w  
1n the w orld fo r  w a lk in g ." He continued by saying, " I  have to  
waddle around l ik e  a muskovy duck. °
In a summary o f  the preceding week's campaigning the specia l 
re p o rte r fo r  the News conmented th a t Hogg Im ita ted  Sam Jones 1n some 
o f  h is  speeches.69 Rev. Sam Jones was a preacher who was a master
o f  "English as she 1s spoke."70 Hogg's c o lo r fu l language found I ts
way In to  almost every re p o rt o f  h is  speeches. With a re p o rte r Hogg
66Pal1as Morning News. A p r il 28, 1392.
66P allas Morning News, Ju ly  2 , 1892.
67P allas Morning News, June 18, 1892.
66P all as Morning News. June 16, 1892.
69P a llas Morning News, June 6, 1892.
70Houston Post. June 7, 1890.
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discussed h is  fre q u e n tly  used phrase, "By g a tH n s ,"  and Ind ica ted  
th a t he had been using 1 t as long as he could remember and had never 
heard anyone e lse  use 1 t. When asked 1 f he ever "cussed," he re p lie d , 
"By g a t l ln s ,  I have enough to  contend w ith  to  make me a s ta r  "cusser,* 
but I d o n 't  go any fu r th e r  than 'dad blame 1 t . ' " 7  ^ T h is , however, 
was not a c tu a lly  tru e  1 f the news re p o rts  o f  h is  speeches were 
accurate .
Many o f  Hogg's slang expressions re fe rre d  to  those who op­
posed him, whom he c a lle d  such th in gs  as "snoozers ,"72 "a rack 
bra ined s t in k e r , " 73 "a copulent possum-faced dude,"7^ " l i t t l e  2 x 4  
c z a rs ,"78 "g reenhorns,"78 and "gourd heads."77 In re ference to  a 
c ir c u la r  d is tr ib u te d  by the ra ilro a d s  Hogg described i t  as "a bastard 
mongrel w ith o u t any lin e a g e ."78 W hile campaigning in  Bryan In  Ju ly  
he commented, "Dad blame my cats I f  i t  a i n ' t  as hot as a f r iz z ly  
hen 1n a wool b la n k e t."7®
7* P a ll as Morning News, June 27, 1892.
72Houston Post, A p r il 27, 1892.
73Ib id .
740 a lla s  Morning News, October 2 , 1892.
75P a llas  Morning News, A p r il 24, 1892.
78P a llas Morning News, A p r il 26, 1892.
7 /Dallas Morning News. May 28, 1892.
78Pallas Morning News, May 27, 1892.
79m  las  Morning News, Ju ly  2 , 1892.
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The audience a t Dallas gathered to  hear a man who on one 
hand had the re p u ta tio n  fo r  being a champion o f  the people, a devoted 
fa m ily  man, a man who fought fo r  what he be lieved and aga inst those 
who opposed him. On the o the r hand Hogg was reputed to  be a fa t  
g lu tto n  whose speech was too o fte n  c o lo r fu l ,  a man to  u n d ig n ifie d  
to  be the governor o f  Texas. This dual re p u ta tion  preceded Hogg to  
D a lla s , October 1, 1892.
E th ica l Proof W ith in  the Speech
This sec tio n  w i l l  analyze the e th ic a l p roo f used by Hogg 1n 
h is  D allas speech by examining the c o n s titu e n t elements o f  cha rac te r, 
sa g a c ity , and good w i l l .
Character
Hogg d ire c ted  a tte n tio n  to  h is  characte r by (1) demonstrating 
th a t he and h is  cause were v irtu o u s  and (2 ) demonstrating th a t  h is  
opponents and th e ir  cause lacked v ir tu e .
The Governor demonstrated th a t he was a man o f  good char­
a c te r by d e p ic tin g  h im se lf as f ig h t in g  fo r  the good o f  Texas. He 
s ta ted  In h is  In tro d u c tio n  th a t he expected to  "continue on In  th is  
f ig h t  fo r  the next ten yea rs , and 1f necessary u n re m itt in g ly  th e re ­
a f te r  u n t i l  the p r in c ip le s  1n support o f  which I have spent the best 
p a r t o f  my l i f e  are f irm ly  f ix e d  and es tab lished  in to  the accepted 
law o f the la n d ."  This t r a i t  o f f ig h t in g  fo r  what he considered 
Im portant probably enhanced h is  e thos.
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Secondly, as D allas as a t W ills  P o in t, Hogg presented h im se lf 
as an honest man In te re s te d  in  e s ta b lis h in g  and m ain ta in ing a good 
f is c a l re p u ta tio n  fo r  the c i t ie s  and counties 1n Texas 1n h is  d is ­
cussion o f  h is  m unicipal bond law.
I want them {m unicipal bond&I re s tr ic te d  to  undoubted p u b lic  
ne cess itie s . I want them v a lid  beyond question, and I want 
them to  bear the lowest poss ib le  ra tes o f in te re s t on which 
they may be flo a te d  a t par; and then asi a m atter o f  common 
honesty, to  say nothing o f  p rid e  and p o lic y , I want to  see 
every d o lla r  o f  them promptly pa id , w ith o u t th e ir  having to  
wade through a mesh work o f  te c h n ic a li t ie s  1n the courts  o f  
the country to  the In ju ry  o f  the people and the loss o f  the 
hoiders.
The Governor fu r th e r  bo ls te red  h is  character In  the conclu­
sion o f  the D allas speech w ith  a challenge to  Inspect h is  record In  
the l ig h t  o f  t ru th .
Standing, th e re fo re , upon the record o f  the past, to  which I 
In v ite  the continuance o f  the most searching, s c ru t in iz in g  
Inspection  under the l ig h t  o f  t r u th ,  I present i t  to  the 
people as a pledge o f  what I sh a ll do when re -e le c te d , under 
the C o n s titu tio n  and laws, 1n obedience to  the Democratic 
p la tfo rm  and sound p r in c ip le s  o f  the Democratic pa rty .
Texas and good government now and fo re ve r.
Hogg a lso demonstrated h is  good characte r by U nk ing  h is  cause 
w ith  what was v irtu o u s  when he quoted from the B ib le  1n the d iscussion 
o f the absentee ownership problem 1n Texas. His a p p lic a tio n  o f 
B ib lic a l h is to ry  to  cu rre n t Issues Ind ica ted  th a t he had a knowledge 
o f the B ib le , a fa c t  which would c e r ta in ly  have a favo rab le  e f fe c t  
upon h is  e thos.
In  o rder to  minimize the e f fe c t  o f  press c r i t ic is m  accusing 
him o f  racism as a re s u lt  o f  h is  o f fe r  o f  rewards fo r  the a rre s t and 
co n v ic tio n  o f w h ite  men fo r  the lynching o f a Negro, Hogg defended 
h is  a c tio n s . Basing these actions upon the law ra th e r than a question
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o f race, he a ffirm e d , "tyy duty was p la in *  . . . This sentim ental 
howl over the country aga inst the Governor fo r  attem pting to  perform 
h is  du ties  under the C o n s titu tio n  1n having the laws f a i t h f u l ly  
executed 1s unbecoming even to  pusillan im ous cranks. . . .  I sh a ll 
be standing up to  n^ y c o n s t itu t io n a l o b lig a tio n s  under a l l  circum­
stances ."
Further enhancing h is  own good characte r by a tta ck in g  the 
character o f  h is  opponents and th e ir  cause, he claimed th a t (1)
C lark was not a good Democrat but re a lly  a Republican, (2) Judge 
McCormick had acted Im properly In  the ra ilro a d  commission case, and 
(3) the actions o f  the oppos ition  were in ju r io u s  to  the people o f 
the s ta te  through the cou rt In ju n c tio n .
Hogg, the Democratic p a r ty 's  guberna to ria l nominee, chose 
to  defend h is  candidacy by a tta ck in g  C la rk , h is  pseudo Democratic 
opponent. This a tta ck  consumed more than h a lf  o f  the speech, twenty- 
one pages o f  the th ir ty -n in e  page p rin te d  te x t .  He read a series 
o f  quota tions from C la rk 's  campaign speeches and In te rv ie w s , a l l  o f 
which were published 1n the Dallas Morning News and Galveston News, 
papers which supported C lark. Using C la rk 's  own statem ents, he 
accused C lark o f  being In co n s is te n t, In to le ra n t,  a t ic k e t  sc ra tch e r, 
opposed to  Democratic p r in c ip le s , and a b o lte r .  Hogg read por­
t io n s  o f C la rk 's  p la tfo rm , compared them w ith  sections o f  the 
Republican p la tfo rm , read a d d itio n a l quotes from C la rk 's  speeches, 
and concluded th a t he was a co n sp ira to r p lo t t in g  the de s tru c tio n  
o f the Democratic pa rty  and was In r e a l i t y  a Republican. C la rk ,
1n s p ite  o f h is  b o lt  o f the Democratic convention and h is
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alignment w ith  the Cuney-led Republicans* s t i l l  Id e n t if ie d  h im se lf 
as a Democrat. Hogg attempted to  prove otherw ise. Although he 
never s ta ted I t ,  he a lluded to  the conclusion th a t as the guber­
n a to r ia l nominee o f  the Democratic p a rty , he was the on ly candidate 
any good Democrat would support.
In d iscussing the merger o f  the b o lte rs  w ith  Cuney and the 
Republicans, Hogg branded th is  c o a lit io n  "C o p u lis ts " saying th a t 
" th is  new pa rty  1s the b lush ing c h ild  o f  disappointm ent and hope, 
brought fo r th  1n conspiracy whose m ission 1s the overthrow o f 
Democracy." He fu r th e r  asserted th a t "the  b1-str1ped88 Federal 
o f f ic e  ho lder spreads fo r th  the 'p ro te c t iv e  w in g ,' . . . b ids 
welcome to  the 'has beens1 o f  Democracy, and by a 'co h a b ita tio n  
aga inst the laws o f na tu re '61 and the two o ld  p a rtie s  brings [s ic ]  
fo r th  the C o p u lls ts ."  The term "c o p u lls ts "  was an e p ith e t coined 
by Hogg. An e p ith e t,  according to  Bryant and W allace, "s u b s titu te s  
fo r  the proper name o f  a person o r  a th in g , a word o r phrase th a t 
suggests some d is t in c t iv e  t r a i t  o r q u a l i ty . "  They a lso in d ica te  
th a t coined words used in  th is  way "are hard to  come by . . 
neverthe less, 1 f the speaker can co in  but one, o r two expressions, 
they are worth h is  time and Im a g in a tio n ."82
80N. W right Cuney, C o lle c to r o f  the p o rt o f  Galveston, was 
a m ula tto .
81A possib le  reference to  the s ta tu te  fo rb id d in g  the 
cohab ita tion  o f  whites and Negros.
82Bryant and W allace, 335.
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This slang word coined by Hogg caused a fu ro r  1n the press.
A Dallas Morning News e d ito r ia l  sa id , "h is  a lle g a tio n s  o f fo u l 
schemes o f  conspiracy and p o l i t ic a l  pa rtne rsh ip  between C lark and 
Cuney are fo rc ib le  1n nothing but th e ir  bad English and th e ir  Indecent 
suggestions."®® The F ort Worth Gazette*s e d ito rs  s ta te d , "There Is 
no necessity  th a t the governor o f  Texas In addressing h is  people 1n 
a c a re fu lly  prepared speech should Indulge in  the use o f language 
th a t would do c re d it  to  the slums o f 'h e ll's  h a lf  a c re .1 . . .  A man 
may be fo rg ive n  fo r  the use o f Intemporate language 1n an impromptu 
stump speech—but in  a w e ll considered c a re fu lly  prepared address 
1 t 1s inexcusable."®4 The A ustin  Statesman shamed the Governor by 
saying, "Oh! For shame, Governor Hogg. I f  you had no respect fo r  
the men o f Texas you might a t le a s t have c lo thed  your hatred fo r
OC
the C lark people In language fo r  the la d le s  o f  the s ta te  to  re a d ."0
Since many o f the members o f  the Dallas audience were C lark 
supporters, a l l  o f  these a ttacks  upon C la rk , i f  not conv inc ing , were 
thought provoking to  men who considered themselves good Democrats.
Secondly, Hogg accused Judge A. P. McCormick o f being g u i l t y  
o f  Improper behavior, c la im ing  McCormick was p re jud iced against 
the Comnlsslon long before the case was t r ie d  and had voiced th is  
oppos ition  In  h is  correspondence. Rather than basing the in ju n c tio n
83Pal1as Morning News, October 2, 1892.
®4F ort Worth Gazette, October 4 , 1892.
85Aust1n Statesman. October 3, 1892.
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f irm ly  1n law , Hogg claimed McCormick based the  dec is ion  on p o l i t ic s  
s ince he quoted Hogg's and A tto rney General Culberson's p o l i t ic a l  
speeches In  the d ec is ion . F in a lly ,  Hogg s ta ted  th a t 1t was "an e le ­
mentary p r in c ip le  o f  c o n s t itu t io n a l law th a t when any exception, 
p roviso o r sec tion  o f a s ta tu te  on being found In v a lid  can be removed
w ith o u t destroy ing  the main purpose o f  the law , 1 t must be done
and the law perm itted to  s tan d ." McCormick, however, s tru ck  down 
the e n t ire  commission law not ju s t  the o ffend ing  se c tio n .
T h ird , Hogg accused the ra ilro a d s  o f  re tu rn in g  to  th e ir  
former d is c r im in a to ry  p ra c tice s  and e x o rb ita n t ra tes a f te r  the Com­
m iss ion 's  re s tra in ts  were removed by the In ju n c tio n . He concluded 
th a t In ju ry  to  the people re su lte d  from the "u n lim ite d , co n tin u in g , 
v ic io u s  e f fe c t  upon the m ate ria l In te re s ts  o f  Texas by the change 
o f the t r a f f i c  scales from the Comnisslon's hands In to  those o f 
t r a f f i c  managers."
Sagacity
The Dallas speech was designed fo r  two audiences, as were 
a l l  the o th e r speeches analyzed 1n th is  study. Hogg knew th a t copies
were to  be p rin te d  and d is tr ib u te d  throughout the s ta te  by h is  sup­
p o rte rs , and he assumed th a t th is  speech would be published 1n I t s  
e n t ire ty  by the Dallas paper. The News was opposed to  Hogg, and 
Dallas was a C lark s trongho ld , hence the  audience may be c la s s if ie d  
as h o s t i le ;  however, Hogg's s tra te g y , to  draw a comparison between 
h is  candidacy and George C la rk 's , may have been aimed a t h is  la rg e r 
audience, the Texas Democratic p a rty .
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Hogg demonstrated h is  sagac ity  w ith  h is  use o f  s p e c tflc  
quo ta tions from the News, re fe r r in g  to  f i f te e n  separate statements 
made by C la rk . The general conclusion he drew from these excerpts 
was th a t C lark was not a good Democrat. I t  Is  u n lik e ly  th a t anything 
would have a lte re d  the  th in k in g  o f  the staunch C lark supporte r, but 
fo r  the b o rd e rlin e  Democrat undecided as to  which candidate to  support 
o r upset over the b o lt ,  Hogg's use o f  these m a te ria ls  probably aided 
h is  sagac ity .
Hogg supported h is  conclusion th a t the In ju n c tio n  was In ­
ju r io u s  by reading d i r e c t ly  from s ix  d i f fe re n t  le t te r s  from c it iz e n s  
across the s ta te  c la im in g  the harmful e f fe c ts  to  th e ir  p a r t ic u la r  
e n te rp rises  because o f  the In ju n c tio n . This d isp la y  o f  data aided 
in  the demonstration th a t Hogg was t r u th fu l 1n h is  cla im s.
In h is  Ind ictm ent o f  the towns and counties fo r  issu ing  
bonds 1n excess o f  t h e ir  a b i l i t y  to  pay, Hogg showed the Dallas 
audience the same 11st o f  eleven m u n ic ip a lit ie s  In  d e fa u lt th a t he 
had shown the W ills  P o in t audience.
In d ire c t ly  Hogg's use o f rh e to r ic a l p ra c tice s  provided fu r ­
th e r evidence o f  h is  sagac ity . Although h is  conclusion may have 
been unfavorable to  some, h is  c le a r deductive s tru c tu re  was probably 
ev iden t to  th is  audience. His use o f quota tions and C la rk 's  own 
statements made 1 t d i f f i c u l t  to  deny h is  lo g ic .
Good W ill
At Dallas Hogg revealed h is  good w i l l  through (1) p ra ise  o f 
h is  audience and (2) h is  id e n t i f ic a t io n  w ith  h is  hearers.
Hogg pra ised h is  audience by saying he had " fa i th  th a t the 
power o f  p la in  t r u th  could ca rry  aga inst the tu rb u le n t streams o f  
p re ju d ice  over the a r t fu l  so p h is tr ie s  and e s ta b lish  sound doctrines  
1n the minds and hearts o f  a ju s t ,  p a t r io t ic  peop le ." He com pli­
mented them fo r  being men used to  hardships who would not f a l t e r  1n 
support o f  a sound p r in c ip le .  He a lso  re fe rre d  to  h is  b e l ie f  th a t 
the "power o f  t ru th  and ju s t ic e  could not escape the hearts and minds 
o f the Texas peop le ." Reference to  h is  confidence 1n the people o f  
the s ta te  appeared in  the Rusk speech, the W ills  P o in t speech as 
w e ll as In  the D allas speech. Near the end o f  the speech the Governor 
complimented h is  audience fo r  th e ir  "p a tie n t hearing" o f  h is  address.
As the Democratic guberna to ria l nominee, Hogg d ire c te d  h is  
e n t ire  speech to  members o f  the p a rty . Id e n t ify in g  w ith  h is  audience, 
he recognized th a t both he and h is  lis te n e rs  belonged to  the same 
p a rty . One hundred times w ith in  the speech he addressed h is  audience 
as "Democrats" o r re fe rre d  to  the Democratic pa rty  by name.
Emotional Proof
The theme o f  Hogg's Dallas speech was Id e n tic a l to  h is  Rusk 
speech two years e a r l ie r  and h is  W ills  P o in t speech, "Shall the people 
o r corporate power co n tro l Texas?" Hogg supported th is  theme w ith  
emotional appeals to  lo y a lty  to  the Democratic p a rty , p ride  1n the 
p a rty , fe a r , honesty, and ju s t ic e .
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Loya lty  to  the Democratic Party
An Im portant element 1n Hogg's Dallas address was h is  appeal 
fo r  Democrats to  remain lo ya l to  the pa rty  and support the party  
t ic k e t  and the pa rty  guberna to ria l nominee. The m a jo r ity  o f  h is 
address centered around th is  problem. The success o f  h is  s tra te g y  
1n denouncing C lark was dependent upon the l is te n e rs ' lo y a lty  to  
the p a rty . Hogg encouraged a l l  Democrats to  be d i l ig e n t  1n working 
fo r  a l l  e le c t iv e  o f f ic e s  w ith in  the p a rty . His warning th a t " I f  
they cannot get the Governorship the op pos ition  would l ik e  to  cap­
tu re  a branch o f the le g is la tu re  o r any o the r o f f ic e "  was d ire c te d  
a t both the "c o p u lls ts "  and the P opu lis ts . Hogg fu r th e r  warned 
voters to  "watch out fo r  con sp ira to rs . . . . V irg in ia  had her Mahone 
and M iss iss ipp i had her Chalmers and Texas has her—w e ll. "  Probably 
a reference to  C la rk , the asse rtion  was a warning aga inst being mis­
led by fr in g e  groups. Hogg urged the Democrats to  "Look o u t. F a ll 
In  l in e .  Close up ranks and march forward 1n harmony. . . .
Dishonor attends the swapping o f f  o f  the county, d i s t r i c t ,  State 
o r National t ic k e t . "  This appeal to  pa rty  lo y a lty  combined w ith  
h is  a ttacks  on C lark c o n s titu te d  a major cons ide ra tion  in  h is  Dallas 
address.
Fear
Hogg employed an appeal to  fe a r to  support h is  corporate 
land law argument, v i r t u a l ly  repeating h is  statement a t W ills  P o in t. 
He stressed the need fo r  the people o f  Texas to  be allowed to 
purchase th e ir  own land and th a t the land corpora tions were
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p ro h ib it in g  th is .  Appealing to  fe a r Hogg sta ted  th a t 1 f co n tro ls  were 
not placed upon these co rpo ra tion s , the tenant s itu a t io n  would 
worsen and Texas would be l ik e  England and Ire land  where the land was 
c o n tro lle d  by absentee owners. Hogg buttressed th is  appeal w ith  a 
quo ta tion  from the B ib le  In which the Judeans had mortgaged th e ir  
land to  buy corn , borrowed money to  pay th e ir  taxes, and were forced 
to  submit th e ir  c h ild re n  to  bondage because o ther men owned th e ir  
land.
To support h is  argument fo r  a stock and bond law the Governor 
a lso appealed to  fe a r. He explained th a t 1 t was w ith in  the power 
o f  the s ta te  to  co n tro l the Issuance o f stocks and bonds i f  the 
law he proposed was passed; but 1 f i t  was n o t, "peonage and pauperism 
1n time aw ait the masses as a pena lty fo r  her neg ligence."
Honesty
The argument fo r  a municipal bond law was supported by an
appeal to  honesty when Hogg pointed out th a t eleven m u n ic ip a lit ie s
were 1n d e fa u lt to  one o u t-o f-s ta te  Inves to r
who 1n good fa i t h  paid par fo r  them, and th a t upon one tech- 
n lc a l l t y  and another, In vo lv in g  c o n s t itu t io n a l questions and 
the a u th o r ity  o f  those who Issued them as w e ll,  upon which 
th e ir  payment has been refused and cou rt proceedings resorted  
to  by which to  defeat th e ir  ju s t  payment, then you can under­
stand the chagrin th a t I as a c it iz e n  and an o f f ic e r  o f the 
S tate fe e l over the su b je c t, and w i l l  appreciate the keen 
desire  o f every honest man to  have those abroad as w e ll as 
our people a t home pro tected from such h u m ilia tio n  and wrong.
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Pride
Hogg appealed to  the p ride  o f Democrats 1n th e ir  p a rty  when 
he described the p a rty  as "u n s ta in e d ,1 "unbroken," "unshaken," "1nvul 
n e ra b le ," " f o r t i f ie d  w ith  a record sh in ing  fo r th  w ith  resplendence 
throughout the leng th  and breadth o f  the n a t io n ."  Probably re fe r r in g  
to  C lark and the b o lte rs ,  he urged the Democrats a t  Dallas to  "Let 
not a fou l b lo t  be placed upon her escutcheon by a treacherous hand" 
fo r  th is  "would In  tim e reach the heart o f  the p a rty , d if fu s in g  the 
poison throughout every f ib e r  o f  I t s  o rg a n iz a tio n ."
Jus tice
Hogg defended h is  actions opposing lynch ing by an appeal
to  ju s t ic e .  He s ta ted  th a t he was e lected governor to  uphold the
C o n s titu tio n  and th a t the c o n s titu t io n a l r ig h ts  o f  the Negro, Lee
Green, were v io la te d . Hogg had been c r i t ic iz e d  as an opponent o f
ju s t ic e  since he decried Green's b ru ta l execution. To describe
the event, the Governor read from a newspaper account exp la in ing
th a t a mob broke in to  the Cass county ja11 and took Green.
He was ca rr ie d  o f f  a hundred yards away, bucked over a lo g , 
given two hundred lashes w ith  a h icko ry  s t ic k ,  the end o f  
which was s p l i t  1n fo u r p a rts . He was then chained to  a 
tre e  and h is  body lacera ted  w ith  kn ives. His body was s p l i t  
l ik e  bu tche r's  meat; the muscles were carved and to rn  from 
h is  legs and arms. He never whimpered, but would curse every 
tim e the k n ife  was stuck 1n him. Rubbish was p ile d  about him 
and se t on f i r e .  His legs were burned nea rly  o f f  before the 
flames reached his heart. F in a lly  b l is te r s  were burned on 
h is  face. He swallowed the b laze , and screamed once l ik e  a 
c a l f  b le a tin g  and then died.
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Hogg argued th a t although Green was a confessed murderer th is  mob
execution "v io la te d  every guarantee o f  the C o n s titu t io n ."  Hogg
then l is te d  those guarantees.
Our organic law provides th a t 1n a c rim in a l case the accused 
sh a ll have a p u b lic  t r i a l  by an im p a rtia l ju r y ;  th a t he sha ll 
have the r ig h t  to  demand the nature and cause o f the accusation 
aga inst him and to  have a copy th e re o f; th a t he sh a ll not be 
compelled to  give evidence aga inst h im se lf; th a t he sh a ll have 
the r ig h t  o f  being heard by h im se lf o r by counsel o r bo th , and 
sh a ll be confronted w ith  the witnesses aga inst him; th a t he 
sh a ll have compulsory process to  procure the witnesses in  h is 
fa vo r; th a t he sh a ll not be compelled to  answer to  a fe lony  
unless on ind ic tm ent o f  a grand ju r y ;  th a t no crue l and unusual 
punishment sh a ll be In f l ic te d  upon him. A ll these r ig h ts  are 
f u l l y  f o r t i f ie d  by a code o f  laws, and the Governor, under h is  
c o n s t itu t io n a l oath and o b lig a tio n s , 1s required to  see the 
laws f a i t h f u l l y  executed.
The speaker expla ined th a t $1,000 reward was authorized fo r  each
person Involved In  th is  a c tio n  o f  "u np a ra lle led  Inhum anity," fo r
such was the duty o f  the governor. Hogg then assured the audience
th a t he would "repeat the a c tio n  1n every s im ila r  case w h ile  I am
governor, whether the v ic t im  1s w h ite , b la ck , a c it iz e n  o r a fo re ig n e r,
g u i l t y  o r  InnocentJ"
Summary
By 1892 the forces opposing Hogg had organized In to  two sepa­
ra te  camps, oppos ition  w ith in  the Democratic pa rty  and the growing 
th ir d  pa rty  movement. With the support o f  the la rge  corpora tions 
and the press George C lark le d  a fa c tio n  o f the Democratic pa rty  
which un ited  w ith  the Republican pa rty  In  an e f fo r t  to  deny Hogg's 
re -e le c tio n . The d isg ru n tle d  farmers and the "misinformed Democrats," 
as Hogg re fe rre d  to  the P o p u lis ts , opposed p r im a r ily  because they 
demanded more ra d ica l reform s. Therefore, In 1892 Hogg's p o s it io n
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was between the conservative fo rces represented by C lark and the 
l ib e ra l fo rces represented by Nugent.
Hogg In i t ia te d  the 1892 campaign as he had In 1890 w ith  a 
d e ta ile d  statement o f  h is  program as s ta ted  1n the W ills  Point speech. 
However, as a re s u lt  o f  the In te re s t generated 1n the campaign and 
a t the urg ing o f h is  fo llo w e rs , he entered In to  p u b lic  debate on two 
occasions w ith  C la rk . When C lark bo lted  the convention and the 
s p l i t  in  the p a rty  was a fa c t  ra th e r than a th re a t,  Hogg was com­
pe lled  to  dev ia te  from h is  W ills  Po int speech common places and to  
take a new l in e  o f s tra te g y  as evidenced 1n the D allas speech.
The ce n tra l theme o f  the 1892 campaign, "Shall the people 
o r  the corpora tions ru le ? ,"  remained the same as 1n the previous
campaign. The most im portant Issue was the l i f e  o f  the Railroad
Commission. Land reform , monetary reform  o f stocks and bonds Issued 
by corpora tions and m u n ic ip a lit ie s ,  and the c re a tio n  o f a system
o f s ta te  banks were o th e r issues 1n Hogg's reform  program.
Hogg continued to  re ly  on the use o f  argumentation fo r  
acceptance o f  h is  Ideas by the voters o f  Texas. S p e c ific  Instances 
and causal reasoning were h is  most fre q u e n tly  used forms o f support. 
Constant oppos ition  by the press In d ire c t ly  aided Hogg by keeping h is 
name and Ideas before the people, as he took h is  campaign d ir e c t ly  
to  the voters and re lie d  on h is  o ra to ry  fo r  re -e le c tio n  in  an un­
usual p o l i t ic a l  campaign fo r  Texas.
CHAPTER V II
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
This chapter is  a summary o f  James Hogg's guberna to ria l 
campaign speaking and an assessment o f  h is  e ffe c tive n e ss .
Summary
The storm in  which James Stephen Hogg was born in  1851 was 
a fo re cas t o f  h is  p o l i t ic a l  l i f e .  The son o f  a c iv ic  minded, 
pioneer east Texas fa m ily , he in h e r ite d  from h is  fa th e r a sense o f  the 
re s p o n s ib il i ty  o f  the strong toward the weak and an ab id ing  devotion 
to  the law. Because h is  fa th e r was a prominent lawyer and le g is la to r  
and th e ir  home was the meeting place fo r  the pioneer leaders o f  Texas, 
Hogg heard the best o f  th e ir  o ra to ry  and was exposed to  the p h ilo ­
sophies o f such men as Sam Houston and John Reagan. Formal education 
was in  I t s  In fancy In  Texas, but Hogg received the best th a t was 
a va ila b le  u n t i l  In te rru p te d  by the C iv il War and R econstruction. 
Orphaned a t the age o f 12 and forced to  support h im se lf, he continued 
to  study. While working as a farm la b o re r, share cropper, and 
p r in te r ,  he prepared h im se lf fo r  a career In  law.
While Hogg matured so d id  h is  young n a tive  s ta te . Blessed 
w ith  r ic h  farm and pasto ra l land, Texas a ttra c te d  Increased In te g ra ­
t io n .  Industry  developed; and the ra ilro a d s , ta k in g  advantage o f
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the generous land g ran t p o lic ie s  o f  the s ta te , connected the iso la te d  
f r o n t ie r  w ith  the more populace coastal reg ions. However, economic 
depression, drought, low p rices  fo r  raw m a te ria ls , high p rices  fo r  
fin is h e d  products, poor c re d it ,  land monopolies, and abuses by the 
ra ilro a d s  created an atmosphere o f  unrest. Inc re as in g ly  d is s a t is f ie d  
w ith  the conservative post-R econstruction government, the people 
demanded reform .
Hogg became the spokesman and leader fo r  reform . As the 
e d ito r  o f  a small hometown newspaper he began h is  f ig h t  fo r  reform , 
a cause which climaxed In  h is  campaigns fo r  governor 1n 1890 and 1892.
Hogg was a b ig  man, an Impressive f ig u re  on the speaker's 
p la tfo rm , who a ttra c te d  a tte n tio n  even before he began to  speak. His 
speech preparation began w ith  thorough research. His p ra c tice  
was to  c a re fu lly  prepare an I n i t i a l  campaign address and use 1 t as 
a source o f  common places fo r  la te r  speeches. The Rusk, W ills  P o in t, 
and Dallas speeches were used 1n th is  manner. The Issues o r main 
arguments were a form o f topo l which he then used 1n h is  stump 
speeches throughout the s ta te . He in v ite d  questions from h is  aud­
iences and spoke the language o f the people. Taking advantage o f  the 
commonly held idea th a t he was a ru s t ic  from the P1ney Woods, Hogg 
Id e n t if ie d  w ith  h is  lis te n e rs ,  many o f whom were fanners, by the means 
o f h is  c o lo r fu l language and behavior. An In d e fa tig a b le  campaigner, 
he was able to  p ro je c t h is  vo ice to  the l im its  o f  the la rge  outdoor 
p o l i t ic a l  r a l l ie s .
A campaign r a l ly  1n 1890 and 1892 was an educational and 
soc ia l event as w e ll as a p o l i t ic a l  one. A speech by a guberna to ria l
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candidate was a c ircu s -typ e  occasion w ith  parades, bands, banners, 
cannon and a n v il f i r in g s ,  p ic n ic s , and speeches. A gregarious man 
who loved to  speak, Hogg enjoyed these occasions. He re la te d  to  the 
people not as a pompous p o l i t ic ia n  from A ustin  appealing fo r  th e ir  
vo tes, but as a fr ie n d  who understood and sympathized w ith  th e ir  
problems. He took o f f  h is  coa t, drank from a p itc h e r o r gourd and 
1n th e ir  language ta lke d  o f  p ra c tic a l s o lu tio n s .
In h is  f i r s t  guberna to ria l campaign In  1890, Hogg spoke out 
fo r  reform and the overthrow o f the more conservative Democrats 
who had redeemed the s ta te  from Reconstruction ru le .  His advocacy o f 
ra ilro a d , land, and monetary reforms grew out o f  h is  b e lie f  th a t the 
law should be enforced and th a t the people ra th e r than corpora tions 
should con tro l the s ta te . Although the le g is la tu re  had w restled 
unsuccessfu lly  fo r  fourteen years w ith  the problems o f ra ilro a d  
re g u la tio n , a c o n s titu t io n a l amendment which would empower the le g is ­
la tu re  to  create a contnisslon to  con tro l the ra ilro a d  in d u s try  was 
f in a l ly  submitted to  the voters 1n 1890. The press, the la rge  co r­
porations in c lu d in g  the ra ilro a d s , and the conservative leaders o f  
the Democratic pa rty  not on ly  opposed Hogg's candidacy but the 
passage o f the amendment. Therefore, Hogg was forced to  campaign 
throughout the s ta te  1n order to  get h is  message to  the vo te rs .
In con tras t to  the bloody s h ir t  o ra to ry  o f  h is  opponents,
Hogg used h is  e th ic a l appeal and lo g ic a l arguments to  advocate and 
defend h is  reform s. His Rusk speech, the I n i t i a l  speech 1n 1890, 
was a lo g ic a l statement o f  the abuses o f corporate power.
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He advocated the passage o f the c o n s t itu t io n a l amendment, the c re a tio n  
o f a p lenary commission,and the passage o f  a corporate land law to  
wrest power from these corpora tions and re tu rn  1 t to  the people.
With Hogg's overwhelming e le c tio n  and th 6  mandate on the 
amendment, the Texas Railroad Commission was created 1n 1891. How­
ever, the ra ilro a d s  Increased th e ir  oppos ition  and Hogg's agrarian 
support was eroded by the c rea tion  o f  the P o p u lis t p a rty .
The campaign o f  1892 was one o f  the s to rm iest b a tt le s  1n Texas 
p o l i t ic a l  h is to ry .  George C la rk , ant1-commission candidate, was 
supported by the ra ilro a d s  and the la rge  Texas d a lly  newspapers.
Again Hogg was forced to  use h is  o ra to ry  as h is  on ly means o f reaching 
the vo te rs . In  h is  opening address a t W ills  P o in t he lo g ic a l ly  
defended the s ta te 's  r ig h t  to  co n tro l the co rpo ra tions , the Conmlss- 
lo n , and proposed monetary and land reforms. As was done In 1890, 
copies o f  th is  address were d is tr ib u te d  as the basic statement o f  h is  
p la tfo rm  and Hogg used sections o f  1 t as conmon places fo r  h is 
extensive stump speeches.
The Hogg-Clark debates a t Cameron and Cleburne a ttra c te d  
thousands o f  passionate supporters o f  the two candidates. Emotion 
ran so high th a t the second debate was a complete fa i lu re  since 
n e ith e r speaker could be heard over the shouts o f the audience.
A t Cameron Governor Hogg previewed h is  fu tu re  s tra te g y  when he used 
C la rk 's  own statements to  In d ic t  him.
The 1892 campaign was unique because o f the s p l i t  1n the 
Democratic pa rty  occasioned by the b o lt  by C lark and h is  supporters;
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th e re fo re , 1 t was necessary fo r  Hogg, the Democratic nominee, to  
continue h is  campaign to  e lc t lo n  day. C la rk 's  continued candidacy, 
the  growth o f  th e P o p u lls t movement, and the In ju n c tio n  h a lt in g  the 
work o f  the Commission necessita ted a change In  Hogg's s tra teg y .
He re-opened h is  campaign 1n Dallas w ith  an appeal fo r  u n ity  w ith in  
the Democratic pa rty . Although p a rty  leaders feared the P o p u lis ts , 
Hogg spoke o f  the agrarians as misinformed Democrats, thus leav ing  the 
door open fo r  th e ir  re tu rn  to  the p a rty . Using the Judge's own s ta te ­
ments, Hogg attacked C lark by la b e lin g  him a Republican because o f 
h is  alignm ent w ith  Cuney and by condemning C la rk 's  ac tions 1n s p l i t ­
t in g  the  Democratic pa rty . The Governor a lso  defended the Commission 
and ca lle d  the in ju n c tio n  aga inst I t  temporary.
In overview, Hogg championed the cause o f  reform . In  both 
h is  guberna to ria l campaigns h is  ce n tra l theme was the reg u la tio n  
o f corpora tions by the s ta te  1n order to  re tu rn  con tro l to  the people. 
Since the avenue o f  the press was blocked, I t  was necessary fo r  him 
to  re ly  upon h is  o ra to ry  In  order to  become an e f fe c t iv e  advocate 
fo r  re fo rm .
E ffectiveness
To determine the e ffec tiveness o f Hogg's guberna to ria l cam­
paign o ra to ry , th ree c r i t e r ia  w i l l  be considered: (1) d id  the
speeches "c rea te  a readiness 1n the lis te n e rs  to  ac t 1n a c e rta in  way 
when the r ig h t  stim ulus came a long,"? (2) does h is to ry  sub s tan tia te
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the b e n e fits  Hogg claimed would acrue from h is  reforms? and (3) d id  
Hogg's speeches "a n tic ip a te  fu tu re  trends"?^
Did Hogg's speeches crea te  a readiness In  the lis te n e rs  to  
vote fo r  him when e le c tio n  day a rrived ?  The e f fe c t  desired by any 
campaigner Is  measured by the actions o f the voters a t the b a llo t  box. 
However, an assessment o f  the e ffec tive ne ss  o f Hogg's o ra to ry  must 
go beyond the fa c t  th a t he was e lected  In  both 1890 and 1892 and 
ask to  what ex ten t was h is  speaking a fa c to r  1n these e le c tio n s . In 
1890 Hogg was confronted w ith  o p p o s itio n , but each opposing candidate 
withdrew by the time o f  the b a llo t in g  a t the s ta te  convention, 
thus Hogg was nominated by acclam ation. The withdrawal by h is  oppo­
s it io n  was the re s u lt  o f  the vigorous speaking campaign waged by 
Hogg and the Impact h is  speaking had upon the vo te rs . None o f  the 
o the r candidates campaigned as e x te n s ive ly  o r discussed w ith  the 
people the Issues as Hogg d id , and h is  speaking appears to  have been 
a major fa c to r  1n h is  nom ination. He subsequently defeated the 
Republican candidate , Webster Flanagan, 262,432 to  77,742, the w idest 
margin 1n Texas h is to ry  up to  th a t t im e .2
The In fluence  o f  h is  o ra to ry  becomes more s ig n if ic a n t  In 
view o f  the strong oppos ition  to  him by the Texas press and the 
la rge  co rp o ra tion s . Hogg was forced to  take h is  case d ir e c t ly  to
iThonssen, B a ird , and Braden, 542.
2Texas Senate Jou rna l, 1891, 42-43.
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the people by means o f  p u b lic  speeches. His success In  the campaign 
c le a r ly  re f le c te d  h is  e ffec tive ness  1n campaign speaking.
In  1892 Hogg's oppos ition  was much s tronger. The combina­
t io n  o f  able p o l i t ic ia n s  such as C lark and Nugent, the d a lly  a ttacks 
o f  the seven major newspapers and the power o f  vast corporate cap i­
ta l placed a c r i t i c a l  burden on h is  campaign o ra to ry , as d id  the 
s p l i t  1n the Democratic p a rty  and the growth o f  the P o p u lis t p a rty .
3
The f in a l re s u lts  o f  the e le c tio n  were as fo llo w s :
Hogg 190,486
C lark 133,395
Nugent 108,483
Houston, A. J. 1,322
Prendergast 1,605
S ca tte ring  176
To what ex ten t was Hogg's e le c tio n  due to  h is  speaking? In 
describ ing  the W ills  P o in t audience the Dallas News l is te d  th ir te e n  
counties represented. Of these counties Hogg ca rr ie d  9, C lark 
c a rr ie d  2, and Nugent c a rr ie d  1. The two counties which C lark won 
were D a llas , w ith  a p lu r a l i t y  o f  700 votes, and T ra v is , by 1600 
votes. The one county which Nugent ca rr ie d  was the P o p u lis t strong­
hold o f Navarro. Hogg lo s t  1 t by on ly  90 votes which may be an 
In d ic a tio n  o f  h is  b rin g in g  the "m isinformed" ( i .e .  the Populists*) back 
In to  the fo ld .  Even when 1 t 1s remembered th a t the W ills  P o in t 
was made In  h is  home t e r r i t o r y ,  Hogg's speaking In  those th ir te e n  
counties appears to  be a reason fo r  the high degree o f  success 1n the 
area.
^Texas Senate Jo u rn a l, 1893, 98.
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The Cameron debate took place In  a more neu tra l area. The 
News s ta ted  th a t vo ters from a 50 m ile  rad ius o f  Cameron were present, 
a to ta l o f  s ix teen  counties. Of these counties Hogg ca rr ie d  11,
C lark ca rr ie d  4 and Nugent ca rr ie d  one. I t  may be concluded th a t 
Hogg's speaking a t  the Cameron debate was a s ig n if ic a n t  fa c to r  In 
h is  winning these counties.
The Dallas audience represented a h o s t ile  area to  Hogg.
Voters from Tarran t and Dallas counties were present. The breakdown 
o f the vote between Hogg and C lark 1n those counties Ind ica tes  th a t 
C lark won them by less than 300 votes.
Dallas Tarran t Total
Hogg 4,684 3,209 7,893
C lark 5,370 2,800 8,170
Hogg's s tra te g y  throughout the campaign was to  concentrate 
on the a g r ic u ltu ra l vote. He seemed to  reason th a t whatever votes 
he received 1n the m etropo litan  areas were e x tra ; however, even the 
c i t y  vote was r e la t iv e ly  close.
Hegg Clark
H a rris  County
(Houston) 3,642 2,878
Galveston County 2,763 3,357
Bexar County 
(San Antonio) 2,421 4,653
D allas County 4,684 5,370
Tarran t County 
(F o rt Worth) 3,209 2,800
Tota ls 16,719 19,058
The d iffe re n c e  o f on ly 2,239 votes fu r th e r  suggests th a t Hogg's 
speaking was a s ig n if ic a n t  fa c to r  1n h is  e le c tio n  since he spoke 1n
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each one o f these d t le s .  A ll o f  the c i t y  newspapers opposed him 
p r io r  to  h is  nom ination; the Houston Post and the A ustin  Statesman 
no longer opposed him when he was recognized as the Democratic nominee. 
Furthermore, the power o f  the ra ilro a d s  and the corpora tions 1n the 
c i t ie s  co n s titu te d  a form idab le b a r r ie r .  The loss o f the m etropo litan  
vote by less than 6% o f the to ta l demonstrates Hogg's e ffec tiveness 
1n the c i t ie s .
In conclusion, an ana lys is  o f  the vote 1n the W ills  P o in t, 
Cameron and Dallas areas suggests th a t Hogg's speaking there  was a 
fa c to r  1n h is  e le c tio n .
Concerning the statew ide campaign the fo llo w in g  fa c to rs  are 
s ig n if ic a n t :
(1) Hogg was compelled to  campaign e x te ns ive ly  before and 
a f te r  h is  nomination. According to  h is  count he de live red  104 speeches 
covering a vast amount o f  t e r r i t o r y .
(2) Hogg's speeches received widespread coverage from the 
press. The Dallas Morning News, the s ta te 's  leading newspaper, 
assigned a re p o rte r to  cover the Governor's e n t ire  campaign 1n s p ite
o f the fa c t  th a t the paper was opposed to  him. Although I t s  e d ito r ia ls  
were c r i t i c a l ,  the reports  p r in te d  1n the News appear to  be f a i r  and 
a c tu a lly  aided Hogg by keeping h is  name before the p u b lic .
(3) In  s p ite  o f  the ru ra l nature and scatte red  popu la tion
o f Texas 1n the 1890's, Hogg's speaking engagements drew la rge  crowds. 
Hany o f  the lis te n e rs  were 1n oppos ition  to  what he advocated; but as 
was the custom a t th a t tim e, a p o l i t ic a l  r a l ly  was a great so c ia l 
event.
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(4) Hogg spoke In  a t  le a s t 61 counties. The re s u lts  In d ica te  
th a t he ca rr ie d  43 o f  these, C lark ca rr ie d  11 and Nugent ca rr ie d  7.
The percentage breakdown o f  the to ta l popular vote shows th a t Hogg 
received 44%, C lark 30%, and Nugent 25%. The percentage breakdown 
o f  the popular vote In  the 61 counties In which Hogg spoke shows th a t 
he received 45.6%, C lark 31%, and Nugent 29.9%. The 1.6% d iffe re n ce  
between the counties where he spoke and h is  percentage o f  the to ta l 
vote does not appear to  be s ig n if ic a n t.  However, Hogg's percentage 
o f  vote 1n the counties where he d id  not speak was 41.2% compared to  
45.6% where he d id . This 1s a decrease o f 4.4% 1n the counties where 
he d id  not speak. Any conclusions drawn from th is  data must be 
q u a lif ie d .  I t  may have been th a t he chose to  speak 1n more f r ie n d ly  
areas and was re lu c ta n t to  speak 1n enemy areas. However, he d id  make 
a v a lia n t e f f o r t  to  garner the P o p u lis t vo te ; and he spoke fo u r times 
1n D a llas , a c i t y  he l is te d  as a C lark stronghold. The 4.4% d i f f e r *  
ence may be a t t r ib u te d  1n p a rt to  h is  speaking.
Im portant 1n th is  regard 1s the fa c t  th a t Texas was s o l id ly  
entrenched as a Democratic s ta te , and Hogg was the p a r ty 's  standard 
bearer w h ile  C lark and Nugent represented s p l in te r  groups. Cuney had 
promised C lark 90,000 votes from the Republican pa rty  but was d is ­
mayed th a t he was unable to  d e liv e r  a l l  o f  the black Republican v o te .*  
The number o f counties won by each candidate was Hogg 130, C lark 55, 
and Nugent 39. While Hogg received 44% o f the to ta l popular vo te , 
he won 58% o f the counties. This fu r th e r  demonstrates h is  p o p u la r ity
*Maude Cuney Hare, N o rris  Wright Cuney (New York: The C r is is  
Publish ing Company, 1913), 163.
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In  the ru ra l areas. In  the two counties where Hogg and C lark met 1n 
debate, Hogg won both w ith  a to ta l vote o f  4,962 to  4,030 fo r  C lark.
The 1892 campaign was the f i r s t  major push by the P opu lis ts  
to  gain co n tro l o f  the governor's o f f ic e .  In 1890 Hogg had the sup­
p o rt o f  most o f  the ag ra rians , but the 108,483 votes fo r  Nugent 
se rio u s ly  eroded th is  support. I t  1s d i f f i c u l t  to  say ju s t  what 
e f fe c t  Hogg's speaking had on m ainta in ing a lleg iance  to  the Democratic 
p a rty , y e t h is  s tra teg y  was to  keep a l l  avenues open fo r  them to  
re tu rn  to  the p a rty .
Of the 224 counties re p o rtin g  In  1892, the P opu lis ts  ca rr ie d  
39. Most o f  these counties were 1n the f r o n t ie r ,  newly developed 
a g r ic u ltu ra l areas. The number o f votes consequently was sm all.
Hogg spoke 1n seven p o p u lis t coun ties , and the to ta l vote In  those 
counties was 10,127 fo r  Nugent and 8,647 fo r  Hogg, a d iffe re n ce  o f 
on ly  1,480 votes. From th is  I t  may be assumed th a t when Hogg spoke 
1n P o p u lis t cou n tie s , although he d id  not ca rry  them, he was ab le to  
p ick  up a sub s tan tia l number o f votes.
Hogg unexpectedly lo s t  13 east Texas counties to  Nugent; 
because o f  h is  assumed p o p u la r ity  1n th a t reg io n , he d id  not a n t ic i ­
pate lo s in g  any o f  those counties ; and he d id  not campaign person­
a l ly  1n any o f  them. The areas lo s t  were considered p a rt o f  the 
black b e lt .
The m a jo r ity  o f  Texas voters In  1892 were from ru ra l areas. 
Hogg won the ru ra l vote and made serious Inroads In to  the urban vote. 
The reasons fo r  h is  success 1n the ru ra l areas were (1) h is  e th ic a l
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appeal and Id e n t if ic a t io n  as one o f  the people through h is  language 
and h is  behavior and (2) h is  lo g ic a l argumentation supported by 
s p e c if ic  Instances and causal reasoning which re in fo rce d  th e ir  preset 
no tions. The oppressed fanners demanded reform , and the m a jo r ity  o f  
them recognized Hogg as the leader and the spokesman fo r  th a t reform.
Although Hogg was unable to  win a m a jo r ity  o f  the urban vote , 
the margin o f d iffe re n ce  was considerably sm alle r than h is  oppos ition  
had p red ic ted . The reasons fo r  th is  were (1) the e ffec tiveness o f 
h is  a ttacks o f C la rk 's  c o a lit io n  w ith  the Republican pa rty  and (2) 
the e ffec tive ne ss  o f h is  defense o f the R a ilroad Commission. In 
view o f the strong oppos ition  by two form idable opponents and the 
ub iqu itous press, Hogg was compelled to  re ly  on h is  o ra to ry  fo r  h is 
nomination and subsequent e le c tio n .
Does h is to ry  sub s tan tia te  the conclusions th a t the b e n e fits  
Hogg claimed In h is campaign o ra to ry  would accrue from h is  reforms?
At Dallas Hogg c o r re c tly  ca lle d  the In ju n c tio n  aga inst the Commission 
temporary. The United States Supreme Court ru led  in  favo r o f the 
Commission 1n Reagan vs . Farmers Loan and T rust Company, May 26, 1894, 
thus dec la ring  the ra ilro a d  commission law c o n s t itu t io n a l.
Hogg c o n s is te n tly  maintained 1n h is  campaign speeches th a t
the Commission would be b e n e fic ia l to  the sh ipper, the manufacturer,
the consumer, and the ra ilro a d s . The Railroad Commission Report o f
December, 1892, a ffirm ed  h is  p re d ic tio n s .
The reduction o f charges o f f re ig h t  ra te s , m ainly by the 
Convn1ss1on, but p a r t ly  a t the request o f  the ra ilro a d s , was 
intended to  s tim u la te  production w ith in  the S ta te , to  Increase 
m anufactories, to  induce la rg e r Investments o f c a p ita l,  give
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more employment and wages to  la b o r, to  Increase the t r a f f i c  
by ra ilro a d s , and th e ir  revenue; and such we be lieve  were the 
re s u lts . The reduction  o f  the f re ig h t  ra tes on g ra in , co tto n , 
lumber, l iv e  s tock , s a l t ,  co tton  seed, co a l, lim e , cement, 
e tc . ,  gave a c t iv i t y  to  th e ir  movement. I t  caused the con­
s tru c t io n  o f f lo u r in g  m il ls  and e le va to rs , and the manufacture 
o f  f lo u r  to  an Increased exten t 1n th is  S ta te , and saved the 
expense, to  th a t e x te n t, o f  the tra n s p o rta tio n  o f our wheat 
to  M issouri and Kansas to  be made In to  f lo u r  and shipped back 
to  us, and saved to  our people the bran and shorts re s u lt in g  
from such shipments. I t  by these means caused an Increase 
In  the p r ic e  o f  wheat, to  the p r o f i t  o f  the farmers, and a 
reduction 1n the cost o f  f lo u r ,  to  the  p r o f i t  o f  comsumers.
I t  caused the con s truc tio n  o f  co tton  seed o i l  m i l ls ,  and 
Increased the value and use o f co tton  seed and I t s  products.
I t  caused a la rge  Increase 1n the manufacture o f  s a l t ,  and 
enabled the makers to  market th e ir  s a l t  1n a l l  pa rts  o f  the 
S ta te , whereas, under the ra tes  th e re to fo re  estab lished  by the 
ra ilro a d  companies, our s a lt  makers could on ly  supply a very 
lim ite d  p a r t o f  the t e r r i t o r y  o f  the S ta te , because s a lt  was 
shipped from Kansas and Michigan to  a la rge  p a rt o f  the S tate 
a t lower ra tes than from the s a lt  manufactories o f  Texas to  
the same p o in ts . I t  enabled the farmers o f  Texas to  market 
t h e ir  surp lus o f  corn 1n the S ta te , w h ile  before the Commission 
ra tes were adopted the ra ilro a d s  brought corn from Kansas and 
M issouri to  a g re a t p a rt o f  the S tate o f Texas a t less cost 
than from one p o in t to  another 1n Texas. I t  s tim u la ted  the 
manufacture o f the products o f  Iro n , o f  p o tte ry , o f  Hme, 
cement, and o th e r th in g s , much to  the b e n e fit o f  the people 
o f Texas. And on the cost o f  the shipment o f  the s in g le  
a r t ic le  o f  co tton  I t  saved the people o f  the S tate more than 
one m il l io n  d o lla rs  1n one season, and 1 t s t i l l  l e f t  the ra tes 
on c o tto n , as reduced by the Commission, from f i f t y  to  seventy- 
f iv e  percent h igher than 1n any o th e r s ta te .
The R a ilroad Commission, th e re fo re , gave p r o f i t  to  c a p ita l,  
employment to  labor, and a c t iv i t y  to  trade and t r a f f i c .  The ra ilro a d s  
a lso p ro f ite d  by re g u la tio n ; fo r  as Hogg adm itted, the purpose o f  a 
ra ilro a d  co rpora tion  was to  make money, g iv in g  honest se rv ice .
Furthermore, by the la s t  p a rt o f  1894 several ra ilro a d  leaders 
urged Hogg to  to u r the North to  counter some o f the negative
^Texas Railroad Commission Report. (December, 1892), xx1v-xxv.
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p u b l ic i ty  th a t had been c irc u la te d  across the na tion  regarding h is  re* 
form laws, e s p e c ia lly  the ra ilro a d  convnlsslon law. The c ru c ia l p o in t 
to  consider 1s th a t th is  to u r was a t the request o f  the same people 
who had opposed Hogg In 1892. Hogg had pred ic ted  th a t 1 f the Commis­
sion wereallowed to  fu n c tio n  the ra ilro a d s  would see the b e n e fits  o f  1 t. 
This to u r suggests th a t ra ilro a d  executives were becoming aware o f  
these b e n e fits .
An examination o f  the economic growth o f the ra ilro a d s  from 
the Incep tion  o f  the Commission u n t i l  the tu rn  o f the century confirm s 
the value o f  the Commission to  the ra ilro a d s . Tota l f r e ig h t  earnings 
o f a l l  ra ilro a d s  1n the s ta te  increased from $25.7 m il l io n  1n 1891® to  
$34.6 m il l io n  1n 1900,7 a growth o f almost 35%; and the average 
number o f  ra ilro a d  m iles operated Increased from 8,718 1n 1891 to
p
9,792 In  1900. Since the na tiona l economy was in  a general depres­
sion In  the e a rly  1890's which culm inated In  the panic o f  1897, these 
f ig u re s  become even more Impressive. I t  may be concluded th a t the 
ra ilro a d s  d id , I f  fa c t ,  b e n e fit from the Commission's reg u la tio ns  
as Hogg p red ic ted .
H is to ria n s  agree w ith  Potts th a t the Commission b e n e fltte d  both 
the people and the ra ilro a d s .
There can be but l i t t l e  doubt th a t  the most Im portant re s u lts
achieved by the S tate through the work o f the Railroad
6Ib1d. , 322
7Texas R ailroad Commission Report. (December, 1900), 184.
®Texas Almanac, (1969), 560. (M a te ria l a lso  found In  Texas 
R ailroad Commission Reports, 1892 through 1900.
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Commission have been the almost complete a b o lit io n  o f  d isc rim in a ­
tio n s  between persons and places, and o f  the f lu c tu a t io n s  In  ra tes 
due to  com petition  and ra te  wars. Steady and uniform  ra tes are 
fa r  more esse n tia l to  the business community than low ra te s , and 
these two q u a lit ie s  have been secured In  la rge  measure as a re s u lt  
o f  the Commission's w ork.9
In the long range the Railroad Commission was the most e f f ic ie n t  and
most successful o f  Hogg's reforms.
H is to ry  does not support Hogg's contentions as to  the b e n e fits  o f
h is  monetary and land reform s. Throughout the 1892 campaign he argued
fo r  these reform s, but as the laws were e ve n tu a lly  w r it te n ,  they were
e a s ily  circumvented, th e re fo re  In e f fe c t iv e .10
Another measure o f  the e ffec tive ne ss  o f  Hogg's o ra to ry  Is  h is
a b i l i t y  to  a n t ic ip a te  fu tu re  trends. Hogg's reform  le g is la t io n ,
Inc lu d ing  the ra ilro a d  commission law , c o n s titu te d  a d e f in i te  grass
roo ts  program la te r  to  surface as the Progressive Movement. Colonel
E. M. House, Hogg's con fida n t and 1892 campaign manager, maintained
th a t Hogg "was the f i r s t  p ra c tic a l progressive 1n th is  country. . . .
He b1a2ed the way fo r  Bryan and Roosevelt. You can e a s ily  m aintain
th a t a l l  the reform  laws, the federa l reform  laws were based upon
the Hogg laws In  Texas. . . . The o thers were mere fo llo w e rs  In  h is
fo o ts te p s ."11 I t  Is  questionable th a t Hogg deserves so much c re d it ,
but there  are scho lars who support House's th e s is . A rth u r L ink
s ta te d , "Texas was a pioneer 1n successful progressive le g is la t io n .
9 p o tts , 172.
^ B l l l y  Mac Jones, The Search fo r  M a tu rity  (A us tin : Steck-Vaughn
Company, 1965), 168.
^ B a ile y  Papers, 54.
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Many s ig n if ic a n t  reforms were enacted during Governor James Stephen
Hogg's a d m in is tra tio n , but a succession o f progressive governors. . .
12ca rr ie d  on Hogg's l ib e ra l t r a d i t io n . "  Charles A Culberson, who 
succeeded Hogg as governor and was la te r  U.S. Senator, contended 1n 
1912 th a t Hogg was one o f ,  1 f not the f i r s t ,  grass roo ts  progressive. 
Culberson maintained th a t Hogg was favo ring  a government "more e f f i ­
c ie n t and t r u ly  rep resen ta tive  o f  the whole people, and to  regu la te  
and hold 1n check corpora tions which were levy ing  unrestra ined 
t r ib u te  upon the peop le ." He continued, saying.
I t  1s a common cla im  o f  lead ing Insurgent Republicans th a t 
the Progressive Movement 1n government 1n the United States 
o f  recent years had I t s  o r ig in  In  c e r ta in  Republican s ta te s , 
no tab ly  Wisconsin. Some d is tin g u ish e d  Democrats. . . e ith e r  
m istakenly o r 1n mere p o l i t ic a l  fin e sse , have given 
voice to  the same unfounded Idea. Instead o f  th is  being 
the case, the t ru th  Is  th is  Progressive Movement began In 
the Democratic s ta te  o f  Texas under the leadersh ip  o f  James 
S. Hogg ten years before La F o lle t te  was Governor o f 
Wisconsin and w h ile  Roosevelt, I  b e lie ve , was P o lice  
Commissioner o f- th e  c i t y  o f  New York. This movement took 
form 1n Texas.
Although these men advocated th a t Hogg was the f i r s t  progres­
s iv e , Hogg was not an Innova to r; h is  success la y  1n h is  a b i l i t y  to  
implement Ideas. Of the progressive laws passed during h is  admini­
s t ra t io n ,  the on ly  one o r ig in a l to  him was the stock and bond law.
He had the a b i l i t y  to  take o th e r peop le 's Ideas, make them h is , and 
through h is  speaking and p e rs o n a lity  ca rry  them to  success. Advocates 
o f ra ilro a d  re g u la tio n  t r ie d  fo r  fourteen year to  e s ta b lis h  some form
12L1nk, 169.
13Dallas Morning News, October 19, 1912.
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o f  con tro l and fa ile d .  Hogg took up the cause and before he le f t
o f f ic e  e f fe c t iv e  re g u la tio n  was a fa c t .
Much o f  Hogg's success was the re s u lt  o f  h is  campaign speeches
among the people. His own contemporaries and modern h is to r ia n s  agree
w ith  Fehrenbach th a t
Hogg campaigned w ith  awareness th a t there were more common people 
1n Texas than any o the r k in d , and he su ited  h is  merchandise to  
the market. He was a great conmoner. He knew the d i r t  fa rm er's  
sou l, and which a llu s io n s  grabbed h is  mind. Hogg was earthy In 
h is  speech. Inven tive  1n h is  ep1thets--though 'by  ga tH ngs ' was 
the worst he essayed when la d le s  were around. Hogg was a 
flam ing reform er on the hustings, standing aga inst everyth ing 
the embattled fanner hated, Inventing  some th ings  the farmer 
had not ye t imagined. But Hogg was no fo o l,  nor was he re a lly  
ra d ic a l. He was flamboyant, but deeply fo lk -co n se rva tive  man; he 
knew how to  surv ive  In  p a rty  p o l i t ic s ,  whom to f ig h t ,  and w ith  
whom to  make a deal. He was a hoeman champion, but no farmer 
h im se lf; he ended up q u ite  r ic h .  Hogg had a keen mind, and he 
proved I t  more than once 1n co u rt aga inst some able ou ts ide  
lega l ta le n t .  Above a l l  e lse , however, 1n the p u b lic  eye he 
was a stump man.
On the stump, he could hold a crowd o f  Texas farmers fo r  hours, 
b la s tin g  ra ilro a d s , b loated c a p ita l is ts ,  Insurance companies, 
go ld ; he e x to lle d  the simple l i f e  and the v ir tu e s  o f the men who 
t i l l e d  the s o l i .  He threw o f f  h is  coat and worked up sweats; he 
dropped h is  suspenders and splashed water over h is  brow, got 
a second w ind, and went on to  new heights amid chee rs .14
This type o f speaking earned fo r  Hogg the approbation o f "the  people 's
governor" thus making him an e f fe c t iv e  advocate fo r  reform .
14Fehrenbach, 620-621.
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